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R O 8((ba Family , & Town of his name 
in Oxjordjhire , our Author deriv’d his 
dcfcent ; but he was born nt London in 
.the year i^oS. The Publifher of his 
Works in profe (on whofe veracity fovne 
part of this narrative muft entirely depend) dates his 
birth two years earlier than this: but contradiding 
himfclf afterwards in his own computation , I reduce 
it to the time that Monfieur Bayle hath affign*d } and 
for the fame reafon which prevail’d with him to 
alCgn it. His Father, John Milton ^ by profcffion a 
Scrivener, liv'd ‘in a- reputable manner on a compe- 
tent eftate, entirely his own acquifition; having been 
early dis-inherited by his Parents for renouncing the 
communion of the Church of Komi, to which they 
were lealqufly devoted. By hjs wife Sarah Cajion he 
had likewife one Daughter nam’d Anna-, & another 
Son , Chriflophery whom he train’d to the pra<^ce of 
the Common-Law ; who in the great Rebellion ad- 
her’d to the Royal caufe ; and in the Reign of King 
James II. by too eafy a compliance with the do(5lrines 
of the Court, both religious and civil , he attain’d to 
the dignity of being made a Judge of the Common- 

* X Pleas; 
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Pleas ; of which he dy’d devefted not long after the 
Revolution. 

But yoHN the fubjeft of the prefcnt eflay, was 
the favorite of his Father’s hopes ; v^ho to cultivate 
the great genius which early difplay’d itfelf, was at 
the expenfe of a domeftic Tutor: whofe care and 
capacity his Pupil hath gratefully celebrated in. an ex- 
. cellent Latin Elegy; the fourth in the prefent col-? 

ledtion. At his initiation hp is faid to 
An.Mtauii. have apply’d himfelf to letters with 
fuch indefatigable induftry , thatjae 
rarely was prevail’d with to quit hisftudies before mid- 
night ; which not only made him frequently fubjedt ’ 
to fevere pains in his head ; but likewife occafiOn’d 
that weaknefs in his eyes, which terminated in a total 
privation of fight. From a dome||^ education he was 
remov’d to St. Paul's School, to complete his acqiuin*- 
tance with the ClalTics under the care of Dr. Gill :. 
and after a Ihort flay there, was tranfplanted to Chrifi's 
College in Cambridge , where he diftin- 
guifhd himfelf in all kinds of Acade- 
mical exercifes. Of this fociety he 
continued a Member 'till he commenc’d Mailer of 
Arts: and then leaving the Univerfity, he return’d to 
his Father; who had quitted the Town, and liv’d at 
Horton near Colebrooks in Barkjhire ; where he perfu’d 

.An JEtat xt ftudies with unparallel’d affiduity , 
and fuccefs. 

After fomc years fpent-in this fludious retirement, 
bis Mother dy’d : and then he prevail’d with his 
Father to gratify an inclination he had long enters 
•tain’d of feeing foreign countries. Six Henry Wotton, 
at that time Provoft-«f Eaton Co\~ 
Jin. JEtat. 30. lege , gave him a letter of advice for 
the direction of his travels: but by 
not obferving * an excellent maxim in it, he incur’d 
great danger by difputing againft the fuperflition of 

the 
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llic Church of Rome , within the verge of the Vatican, 
Having employ’d his curiofity about two years in 
>* France and Italyy on the news of a civil war breaking 
out in England he return’d , without taking a furvey 
of Greece and Sicily ^ as at His fctting out the fcheme 
• Was projeded: | At Parh the Lord Vifcount Scuda- 
more , Ambaflador from King Charles I. at the Court 
of France t introduc’d him to the acquaintance of 
Grotius ; who at that time was honoKd with the fame 
chara(fter there by Chrifttna Queen of Sweden. In Rome^ 
Genoa , Florence , and other cities of Italy , he con- 
tra<fled a familiarity with thofc who were of higheft 
reputation for wit & learning : feveral of whom gave 
him very obliging teftimonies of their friendlhip, and 
’efteera , which are printed before his Latin Poems , 
The firft of thera^as written by Marquis, of 

Villa , a great patWfi of Taffo , by whom he is cele- 
brated in his Poem on tlie Conqueft of '^erufalem . 
It is highly probable that to his converfation with this 
noble Neapolitan we owe the firft defign which 
Milton conceiv’d of writing an Epic Poem ; and 
' it appears by fome Latin verfes addrefs’d to the Mar- 
quis with the title of Manfus , that he intended to fix 
on King Arthur for his Heroc : but Arthur was rc- 
ferv’d to another defiiny ! 

Returning from his travels he found 
England on the point of being involv’d An.Mtat.yu, 
in blood and confufion. It feems w'on-. 
derful that one of fo warm, and daring a fpirit, as 
he certainly was , Ihou’d be reftrain’d from the field 
in thofe unnatural commotions. I fuppofe we may 

*3 impute 

^ £t jAm bis viridi furitbat fttlmus ariflay 

* £t totidem fitvas numtrabnnt horrea meJftSy * - 
Nec dum adernt TkyrCs : faftortm fciiiut illnm 
Dsslcis amor J>Iufa Thuica retinebat in urbe, 

Epitaph. Dun* 

t Defenjit Secunda. pag. 96. Fol. 

4 Fra Cavalier magnanimi y e cortr/iy 
"Ri/pUnde il Matjfa, - - - i.ib. ao* 
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impute it whoHy to the great deference he paid to 
paternal authority, that he retir’d to lodgings ‘provided 
for him in the City: which being commodious for 
the reception of his Siller’s Sons , and fome other 
young Gentlemen , he undertook their education : 
and is faid to have form'd them on the fame plan 
which he afterwards publilh’d , in a fhort tradlate in-: 
ferib’d to his friend Mr. Hartlib. 

In this philofophical courfe he continued without a 
wife to the year 1643 ; when he mar- 
ry’d Mary the Daughter of Richard 
P O'Wei I of Foreji - htU in Oxfordthtre ; 
a Gentleman of ellate and reputation in that County; 
and of principles fo very oppolite to his Son-in- Law, 
that the marriage is more to be wonder’d at, than the 
reparation which enfu’d , in little oiore than a month 
after Qte had cohabited with him in London. Her de- 
fertion provok’d him both to write fcveral treatifes 
concerning the dodlrine, and difciplinc of divorce; 
and alfo to make his addrefles to a young Lady of 
great wit and beauty : but before he had' ingag’d hey 
afFedlions to conclude the marriage-treaty , in a vifit 
at one of his Relations he found his Wife proflratc 
before him , imploring forgivenefs , & reconciliation. 
It is not to be doubted but an interview of that nai- 
ture, fo little expedled, mufl: w(vderfully affcdl him; 
and perhaps the impreffions it made on his imagina- 
tion contributed much to the painting of that pathetic 
feene in * Paradise Lost, in which Eve ad- 
drdl'cth herfelf to Adam for pardon , and peace. At 
the interceffion of his friends who wxre prefent, after 
a (hort reluctance he generoully facrific’d all Itis re-r 
fentment to her tears. 

— - Soon his heart relented 
Tow'rds her , his life fo late , and foie delight ; 

NoWf at his feet JubmiJftve in dijlrefs! • 

Ar4‘ 

♦ Beok^ X, vtr, pop. 
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And after this re-union , fo far was he from retaining 
an unkind memory of the provocations which he 
had receiv’d from her ill condu(ft , that when the 
King’s caufe was entirely opprefs’d, and her Father 
who had been active in his loyalty was^ expos’d to 
fequeftration » Milton receiv’d both him and, his 
family to protedion, and free entertainment, in his 
own houfe, till their affairs were accommodated by 
his intereft in the vi<ftorious fadion . 

For he was now grown famous by 
his polemical writings of various kinds, 
and held in great favor , and efteem , 
by thofe who had power to difpofe of all preferments 
in the State. *Tis in vain to diffemblc , and far be 
it from me to defend, his engaging with a party 
combin’d in the deftrudion of our Church and Mo- 
narchy. Yet, leaving the juftification of a mis-guided 
lincerity to be debated in the fchools, may I prefume 
to obferve in his favor, that his zeal, diltemper’d 8c 
furious as it was , does not appear to have been in- 
fpirited by felf-interefted views: For it is affirm’d, 
that though he liv’d always in a frugal retirement, 
and before his death had'difpos’d of his Library 
( which we may fuppofe to have been a valuable col- 
ledion) he left no more than fifteen hundred pounds 
behind him for the/upport of his family: 8c whoever 
confiders the Polls to which he was advanc’d, & the 
times in which he enjoy’d them, will I believe con- 
fefs that be might have accumulated a much more 
plentiful fortune : in a difpaffionate mind it will not 
require any extraordinary meafure of candor to con- 
• elude ,. tliat though he abode in the heritage of Oppref- 
forsy and the fp oils of his country lay at his feet, 
neither his cohfcience , nor bis honor , cou’d ftoop 
to gather them. 

A Commiffion to conftitute him 
Adjutant- General to Sir William Waller 
was promis’d , but foon fuperfeded by Waller’s being 
1 * A l*id 
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hid a -fide , when his Mafters thought it proper to 
new-model their Army. However, the kecnefs oi 
his pen had fo effedually recommended him to 
Cromwell's efteem , that when he took the reins of 
government into his own hand , he advanc’d Him to 
be Latin Secretary , both to himfelf and the Parlia- 
ment: the former of thefe preferments he enjoy’d 
both under the Uftirper , and his Son ; the other , 

’till King Charles I L was refior'd. For fome time ho 
had an apartment for his family in Whitehall \ but his 
health requiring a freer acceflion of air , he was 
oblig’d to remove from thence to lodgings which 
open’d into St.^ames's Park. Not long after his fettle- 
ment there, his Wife dy’d in child -bed; and much 
about the time of her death , a Gutta ferena , which 
had for feveral years been gradually increafing, totally 
cxtinguifh’d his fight. In this melancholic condition 
he was cafily prevail’d with to think of taking another 
wife; who was Catharine the Daughter of Captain. 
Woodcock of Hackney : and (he too , in lefs than a year 
after their marriage , dy’d in the fame unfortunate , . 
manner as the former had done. In his twenty third 
Sonnet he does honor to her memory. 

•Thefe private calamities were much 
jin.JEtat.^i. heighten'd, by the different figure he 
was likely to make in the new feene 
of affairs, which was going to be adled in the State, 

For all things now confpiring to promote the King’s , 
reftoration, he was too confeious of his own adivity 
during theUfurpation , to exped any favor from the 
Crown : & therefore he prudently abfeonded ’till the 
Ad of oblivion was publilh’d ; by which he was onljf 
render’d incapable of bearing any office *in the Nations 
Many had a very juft efteem of his admirable parts 
and learning, who detefted his principles j by whofe f 
intercefilon his Pardon pafs’d the Seals: and I wifh ^ 
the laws of civil Hiftory cou’d have extended the 
benefit of that oblivion to the memory of his guilt , W 

whicA .• 
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which was indulg’d to his perfon ; ne tanti facinorh 
immanUas aut extitijfe , a»t non vindicata futjfe vi- 
deatur . 

Having thus ^in’d a full protedion fronrthc Go-, 
■vernment, (which was in truth more than he cou’d 
have rcafonably hop’d) he appear’d as much in publiclc| 
as be formerly us’d to do; and employing his Friend! 
Dr. Vagtt to make choice of a third conlbrt , on his 
recommendation he married Elizaietb the Daughter 
of Mr. Minjhul a Chefhire Gentleman , by whom he' 
had no iflue. Three Daughters by his firll wife were, 
then living; the two elder of whom are faid to have 
heen very feryiceable to him in his ftudies. For having; 
been inftruded to pronounce not only the modern , 
but alfo the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages; 
they read in their refpedive originals whatever Authors 
he wanted to confult ; though they underhood none 
but their mother-tongue. This employment, however, 
was 'too tin - plea fa nr to be continued for any long 
procefs of time; and therefore he difmifs’d them to 
; receive an education more agreeable to their Sex, 
and temper. 

We come now to take a furvey of him in that 
point of view, in wl-.ich he will be look’d on by all 
fucceeding ages vvirh equal delight, and admiration. 
An interval of above twenty years had elaps’d lince 
he wrote the Mask of * Comas ^ , 

L' Ailegro , ll Penferofo , & | Lycidas ; ^n, JEt. + * 

all of fuch an exquifite drain / that ' 

though he had'left no other monument of his Genius 
behind him , his name had been immortal. But 
neither the infirmities of age and conflitution, nor 
the vicifl'itudes of fortune, cou’d deprefs the vigor of 
his mind ; or divert it from executing a delign he 
had long conceiv’d of writing' an Herclic Poem. 
The Fall of Man was a fubjcdl which he had fomc years 
before fix'd on for a Tragedy , which he intended lo 

form 
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' form by the models of Antiquity ; and feme , not 
without probability, fay the Play open’d with that 
' Speech in the fourth book of Paradise Lost, 

I ver. 3 z , which is addrefs’d by Satan to the Sun . 

' Were it material , I believe I cou’d produce other 
' paflages which more plainly appear to have been ori- - . 
ginally intended for the Scene. But whatever truth 
there may be in this report , ’tis certain that he did 
not begin to mold his fubjeft in the form which it 
bears now , before he had concluded his controverfy 
with SalmafiHs and More\ when he had wholly loll 
the ufe of his eyes; and was forc’d to employ in the 
office of an amaniicnfis any friend who accidentally 
paid him a vilit. Yet under all thefe difeouragements, 

& various interruptions, in the * year .* 
jin.JEtat.6i, . He publilh'd his Paradise 
Lost; the nobleft Poem, next to 
thofe of Homer and Virgil y that ever the wit of man ' 
produc’d in the any age or nation . Nor need I 
mention any other evidence of its ine.llimable worth , ' 
than that the fineft geniuses who have fucceeded him j 
have ever efteem’d it a merit to relifh, and illuftrate, , 
its beauties : whilft the Critic who gaz’d with fo 
much wanton malice on the nakednefs of Sbakefpear ' 
when he flept, after having | formally declar’d war 
againft it, wanted courage to make his attack; flufh’d 
though he was with his conquelt over -Julius Csfary 
and The^Moor: which infolence his Mule, like the 
other AlTalTmes of C&far y feverely reveng’d on her-, 
felf; and not long after her triumph became her own ' t 
executioner. Nor is it unworthy our obfervation , , 

that though, perhaps, no one of our Englifi Poets] 
hath excited lb many admirers to imitate his manner, V 
yet I think never any was known to afpire to emu- 
" lation : 

> 

* Milton’^ CantracI with his Boohftlltr S. Simmons for the Cepj'y 
bean date April 27th, 1667. 

t The Tragedies of the taji age cenfidtr'd. p, 145, * 

t Vid, Edgar, 
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latioB : even the late ingenious Mr. Philips , who , in , 
the colors of ftyle, came the neared of all the Copiers 
to refemble the great Original , made his didant ad- 
vances with a filial reverence; and redrain’d his ambir 
tion within* the fame bounds \yhich Lucretius prcfcrib’d 
to his own imitation ; 

Kon ita certandi cupidus ^ quam propter amorem 
§luod T E imitari qveo : quid corttendat birundo 
Cycnis? — - 

And now perhaps it may pafs for fidion , what with 
great veracity I affirm- to be fad , that Milton, 
after having with much difficulty prevail’d to have 
this divine Poem licensM for the Prefs , cou’d fdl the 
Copy for no more than fifteen pounds: the payment 
of which valuable confideratiort depended on the fale 
of three numerous impreffions. So unreafonably may 
perfonal prejudice affed the moll c:^cellent perfor- 
mances / 

About two years after; together An.JEtat.6i. 
with Sam son Agonistes (a Tra- 
gedy not unworthy the Grecian Stage when Athens 
was in her glory) he publilh’d Paradise Regain'd. 

But, oh! what a falUng-ojf' was there! Of which 

I will fay ,no more , than that there is fcarcely a 
more remarkable indance of the frailry of human 
reafon , than our Author gave in prefering this Poem 
to Paradise Lost; nor a more indrudive 
caution to the bed writers, to be very diffident in 
deciding the merit of their own produdions. 

And thus having attended him to the fixty fixth 
•year of his age, as clofely as fuch imperfed lights as 
men of Letters , 8c retirement ufually leave to guide 
our inquiry wou’d allow ; it now only remains to be 

re-. 


^ They were Lictnfed July 2 . I670, but net printed before tl:» 
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5 recorded, that in the year 1(574 
'An,JEtat.6-j Gout put a period to his hfc zt: Bunhill 
near London \ from whence his body 
was convey’d to St. Gi/*;’s Church by Cri/>plegate , 
where it lyes inter’d in the chancel; but neither has, 
nor wants a monument to perpetuate his memoryi 
fn his youth he is faid to have been extremely 
handfome : the color of his hair was a light brown ; 
the fymerry of his features exadl; enliven’d with an 
agreeable air , & a beautiful mixture "of fair & ruddy: 
which occafion’d the Marquis of villa to give his * 
Epigram the fame turn of thought, which Gregory 
Arch- Deacon of Ztow# had employ'd above a thoufand 
years before, in praifing the amiable complexions of 
fome ft'Me/iyh Youths, before their converfion to Chri- 
flianity. His fiarure { f as we find itmeafur’d by him- 
fclf) did not exceed the middlc-fize; neither too lean, 
nor corpulent; his limbs well-proporiion’d, nervous,/ 
and adive; ferviccable m all refpedsto hisexercifing 
the Sword, in which he much delighted; & wanted 
neither skill nor courage to refent an affront, from 
men of the moft athletic conftitutipns. In his di(!t be 
was abftemioiis ; not delicate in the choice of his 
dilhes; and ftrong liquors of all kinds were his aver- 
fion. Being too fadly convinc’d how much his health 
had fuffer’d by nighi-fludies in his younger years, he 
ufed to go early ( fddom later than nine) to rell; 
and rofe commonly before five in the morning. It is 
reported , ( and there is a paiTage in one of his Latin 
Elegies to countenance the tradition) that his fancy 
made the happiefl flights in the fpring: but one of 
his Nephews ufed to deliver it as Milton’s own 
obfervation, that his Invention was in its higheft per- 
fetflion from September to the vernal ^Equinox; 
however it was, the great inequalities to be found in 

his 

♦ Vt mens, forma, decor , facies , mos , fi pietas Jic ^ > 

fion Anglus, veriim herde ^ngdtti tpje fares » 

t Dcfenjsa fecssnda. p. 87. fol. 
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his compofures are inconteftable proofs, that in feme 
feafons he was but one of the people. When blindnefs 
reftrain’d him from other exercifes, he had a machine ' 
to fwing in , for the prefervation of his health j and 
diverted himfelf in his chamber with playing on an 
Organ. His deportment was ered, open, affable; 
his converfation cafy , chearful ,* inftrudive ; his wit 
on all occafions at command, facetious, grave, or 
fatirical , as the fubjed requir’d. His judgement, 
when dis-engag’d from religious and poiitical /pecula- 
tions , was jult and penetrating ; his apprehcnlion , 
quick; his memory, tenacious of what he read ; his 
reading , only not fo extenfivc as his genius , for that 
was iiniverfal. And having treafur’d up fuch immenfe 
ftorcs of Science, perhaps the faculties of his Soul 
grew morevigoroiis after he was depriv'd of his light: 
and his imagination (naturally fublimc, and inlarg’d 
by reading Romances , * of which he was much 
inarnor’d in his youth.) when it was wholly abftraded 
from material objeefte , was more at liberty to make 
fuch amazing excurfions into the ideal world , when 
in compofing his divine work he was tempted to 
range 

Beyond the vifible diurnal fphere. 

And with fo many accompliih meats , not to have had 
feme faults, & misfortunes, to be laid in the balance 
with the fame , and felicity , of writing Paradise 
Lost, Wou’d have been too great a, portion for 
humanity. • 

♦ Hu fir SmeCtjmnMty f, 177. FW. 
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j, POSTSCRIPT. 

T he works of inferior Geniuses have their in- 
fancy , and often receive additions of ftrength 
and beauty, in the feveral Impreflions they undergo 
Whilft their Authors live ; but the following Poem 
came into the world, like the Perfons whom it cele- 
brates, in a ftate of maturity. However, though in 
the firft Edition it was difpos’d into Ten Books only, 
Milton thought proper in the Second to make a 
new divifion of it into Twelve : not, I fuppofe, 
with refpedl to the ( for he was, in both fenfes 
ofthephrafe, above imitation") but more probably, 
becaufe the lenth of the Seventh and Tenth requir’d 
a paufe in the narration , he divided them , each into 
two : on which diftribution.to the beginning of thofe 
books which are now the Eighth and Twelfth , he 
added the following verfes, which were neceffary to 
make a connection. 

Book V 1 1 i. ver. r. * 

f 

The Angel ended, and in Adam’f ear ^ 

So channing left his voice, that he a -white 
Thought him fitll /peaking fiill flood fix'd to hear : 
Then, as new ivak'd, thus gratefully reply’d. 

The latter half of the verfe was taken from this ^ 
the firft Edition . 

To whom thus Adam grateiully reply’d* 

Book XII. ver. i. 


As one *who in his journey hates at noon. 

Though bent on fpeed : fo here th' Arch- Angel patts^'dp . 
Betwixt the world deflroy d , and world reflord ; 

If Adam ought perhaps might interpofe: 

Then, with tranfition fweet , new fpeech refutnes . 

At the fame time the Author made fome few additions 


in other places of the Poem , which are here inferted 
for thp fatisfaction of the curious . Book 
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* Book V. ver. 637. 

I', They cat, they drink, and with refe^ion fwect 
„ Are fill’d, before th’ all^bounteous King , 

were thus enlarg’d in the fecond Edition. 

They eat, they drink, and In communion fWetl 
immortality , and joy ^ {fecure 
Of furftit , • ivhtre fall meafure only hounds 
Exetfs ) before th’ all-bounteous King , cc. 

Book Xl. ver 484. after, 

intefline ftone, and ulcer, cholic-pangs J 

thefc three verfes were added . 

Damoniac phrenzy, moaping melancholy f 
jind moors-ftruck tnadnefs , pining atrophy ; 
Marafmus y and wide-wafting peftilence. 

And ver. 551. of the fame Book (which was ori- 
g;inally thus , 

„ Of rend’ring up. Michael to him rcply’d) 

icceiv^d this addition. 

Of rendring up, and patiently attend 
My dijfolutian, Michael reply ’d. 

To what 1 have faid in the Lift, of our Author’s 
having no Monument, it may not be improper to add ; 
that 1 defir’d a friend to inquire at St. Giles’^ Church ; 
where the Sexton Ihew’d him a fmall Monument, 
which he faid was fuppos’d to be Milton’s; but 
the infeription had never been legible fince he was 
employ’d in that office , which he has poflefs’d about 
forty years. This , fure , cou’d never have happen’d 
in fo (hort a fpace of time , unlefs the Epitaph had 
been induftrioufly eras’d: and that fuppofition carries 
with it fo much inhumanity , that I think we ought 
to believe it was not ereificd to his memory. 
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PARADISUM AMISSAM 

SUMMI POET^ 

JOANNIS MILTONI. 

Q U I legis Amissam Paradisum, grandia 
magni 

Carmina M i l t o n i , quid nifi cunfta legis? 
Res cunftas, & cundlarum primordia rerum, 

Et fata, & fines continet ifte liber. 

Intima panduntur magni penetralia mundi; 

Scribitur & toto quicqoid in orbe later : 
Tcrrteque, tradusque matis, ccelumque profundum, 
Sulphureusque Erebi, flammivomusque fpecus. 
Quseque cojunt terras, pontumque, & Tartara 
cscca ; 

Quaeque colunt fummi lucida regna poli. 

Et quodcunque'ullis conclufum eft nnibus ufqutm , 

Et fine fine C h a o s , & line fine D E U S ; 

Et fine fine raagis, (fi quid magis eft fine fine) 

In CHRISTO erga homines conciliatus araorJ 
Haec qui fpcraret, quis crederet cfle futura? 

Et tamen hsec hodi^ terra Britanna legit, 

O quantos in bella Duces! quae protulit arma/ 

Quae canit, & quanta prxiia dira tuba! 

Coeleftes acies! atque in certamine Coelum/ 

Et quae coeleftes pugna deceret agros ! 

Quantus in aetheriis tollit fe Lucifer armis ! 

^ Atque ipfo graditur vix M j c h a e i e minor ! 

Quantis 
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Quantis, & quam funeftis concurritur iris,' 

Dum feru9*hic ftellas protcgit, ille rapit! 

Dum vulfos montes , ceu tela reciproca , torquent ; 
Ef non moriali defuper igne pluunt i 

Stat dubius cui fe parti concedat Olympus; 

£t metuit pugnae non fuperefle fuse. 

At fimul in coelis MESSIvE infignia fulgent, 

Et currus animes, armaque digna DEO; 

Horrendumquc rorse ftrident , & foeva rotaruna 
Erumpunt torvis fulgura luminibus; 

El flammse vibrant, & vera tonitrua rauco 
Admiftis flammis infonuere polo ; 

Excidit attonitis mens omnis, & impetus omnis, 

Et caffis dextris irrita tela cadunt. 

Ad poenas fugiunt, & (ceu foret Orcus afyluml) 
Infernis certant condere fe tcnebris. 

Cedite Romani Scriptores , cedite G r a 1 1 , 

Et quos F A M A recens , vel celebravit anus : 

Haec quicunque leget , tantum ceciniffe putabit 
M-«onid 5 m Ranas, Vi,RC ilium Culices. 

S A M. B A R R 0 W. M. I>, 
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On paradise LOST. 


W HEN I beheld the Poet blind, yet bold. 

In flender book his valt dclign unfold : 
MESSIAH crown’d , G O D ’s reconcil'd decree. 
Rebelling Angels, the Forbidden Tree, 

Heav’n , Hell , Earth , Chaos , All ! the argument 
Held me a while misdoubting his intent; 

That he would ruin (for i faw him ftrong) 

The Sacred truths to fable, and old fong; 

( So' Sampson grop’d the T cmple’s polls in fpight) 
The world o’erwhelming to revenge his fight. 

Yet as I read, foon growing lefs fevere, 

I lik’d his projeft , the fuccefs did fear ; 

Through that wide field how he his way Ihould find. 
O’er which lame faith leads underllanding Mind ; 

Left he perplex’d the things he would explain , 

And what was cafy , he Ihould render rain. 

Or if a work fo infinite he fpann’d , 

Jealous I was that fome lefs skilful hand 
(Such as difquiet always what is well. 

And by ill imitating would excell) 

Might hence prefume , the whole creation’s day 
To change in fccnes , and Ihcw it in a Play . 

Pardon me , mighty P o i t / nor defpife 
My caufelefs, yet not impious, furmife. 

But I am now convinc'd, and none wiU dare 
Within thy labors to pretend a lhare. 

Thou haft not mifs’d one thought that could be fit ; 
And all that was improper doll omit : 

So that no room is here for writers left. 

But to deteft vheir ignorance, or theft. 

TK^ 
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That majefty which through thy work doth raign,' 
Draws the devout, deterring the profane: ^ 

And things Divine thou treat’ft of in fuch ftatc. 

As them preferves, and thee inviolate. 

Ar once delight and horror on us feife. 

Thou fing’ft with fo much gravity and eafe; 

And above humane flight doft foar aloft. 

With plume fo ftrong, fo equal, and fo foft/ 

The bird nam’d from that Paradife you ling 
So never flags , but always keeps on wing . 

Where could’ft thou words of fuch a compafs find ! 
Whence fiirnifli fuch a vaft expenfe of mind? 

Juft Heav’n thee; like Tiresias, to requite^ 
Rewards with prophefy thy lofs of light. 

Well might’ll thou fcorn thy readers to allure 
With tinkling rhyme, of thy own fenfe fecure; 
While the Town-Bays writes all the while and 
fpells , 

And, like a pack-horfe, tires without his bells. 
Their fancies like our bulhy-points appear. 

The poets tag them , we for falhion wear. 

1 too tranfported by the mode commend; 

And while I mean to praife thee, muft offend. 

Thy verfe created like thy Theme fublime. 

In number, weight, and meafure, needs not rhymed 

Andrew Marvell, 
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The verse. 


T H E meafure is English Heroic Verfe with- 
out Rhyme , as that of H o m e r in Greek , 
and of Vi R G I L in Latin ; Rhyme being no neceffary 
adjundl, or true ornament of Poem or good verfe; 
in longer wprks efpecially : but the invention .of a 
barbarous age , to fet off wretched matter and lame 
metre : grac'd indeed fince by the ufe of fome famous 
modern Poets , carried away by cuftom ; but much 
to their own vexation , hindrance, and/Conltrainf p 
exprefs many things otherwife, (and for the moft 
part worfe) than elfe they would have expreft them. 
Not without caufc therefore fome ( both Italian 
and Spanish) Poets of prime note have rejeded 
Rhyme, both in longer and fhorter works; as have 
alfo long fince our bell English Tragedies; as'a 
thing of itfelf, to all judicious ears, trivial , and of 
no true mufical delight : which confills only in apt 
numbers, fit quantity of fyllables, & the fenfe varioufly 
drawn out from one verfe into another: not 
jingling found of like endings; a fault avoided Ey the 
learned antients both in Poetry, & all good Oratory. 
This negleft then of rhyme fo little is to be taken for 
a defeft (though it may feem fo perhaps to vulgar 
readers) that it rather is to be efteem’d an exaniple 
fet, the firft in Englis.h, of antient liberty re- 
cover’d to Heroic Poem , from th^ troublelbine and 
modern bondage of rhyming. 
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The argument. 


iJts firji book propofes , firfl in briefs the tvhole fubjeSf , 
mans difobedience , and the lofs tijereupon of Paradfc 
zvherein be was plac'd. Then touches the prime caufe “ 
of his fall , the ferpent , or rather Satan in the ferpenr f 
who revolting from God, and drawing to his fide 
many legions.of Angels t'was by the cornmand of Goa 
driven out of heavefi with all his crew into the great 
deep. Which dclion pafs'd over, the Poem haftes into 
the midfl of things , prefonting Satan with his 'Angels 
ftow fallen into hell,, deferib'd here, not in the centre 
{for bpaven and earth may be fuppos'd as yet not made, 
certainly riot yet accitrs'd ) but in a place of utter 
darknefs^ fitliefi call'd Chaos : Here Satan With bis 
Angels lying on the. burning lake, tfunderf ruck and ’ 
' af.onijh'd , after a certain fpace recovers , as from 'con- 
^fon , calls tip him -who next in order and dignity lay 
by him -. they confer of tlmr miferable fall. Satan 
'awakens all hit legions, who lay ’till then'in the fame 
1 manner confounded : they rife •, their numbers , array 
’ of battel i their chief leaders nam’d , according t,o the 
-Idols known afterwards in Canaan and the countries 
^adjohfmg. To thefe Satan direHs his fpeeeb , comforts 
th/ n wiib hope' of yet regaining heaven, but tells them 
lafUy cf a new world and a new kind of creature to 
be created , according to an an uettt '• prophecy or report 

•A ■ /.-V'’’ 
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PARADISE i.C b T. Book 1. 

ie.t^'en : for that An%(U 'iKcre lovn before this viftblc 
creation , was the opinion of many ancient Fathers . 
To find out tiae truth of this prophecy , and what to 
determine thereon , he refers to a full council. What his 
ajfociates thence attempt. Pandoemonium » the palace 
of Satan , rifes,fuddenly built out of the deep: the 
fernal Peers there fit in council, 

F Man’s firll difobedience , and*the fruit 
,x> Qj: forbidden tree, whofc mortal laftc 

S Brought death into the world & all our woe 
I Withlofs of Eden, till one greater Man 
Reftore us , and regain the blilsful feat 5 
Sing heav’nly Mufe, that on the fecret top 
0r"0 R E B , or of S I N Ai , didfl infpirc 
That Ihepherd , who firil: taught the chofen feed. 

In the beginning how the heav’ns and earth 
Rofe out of Chaos: Or if Sion hill lo 

Delight thee more, and Siloa’s brook that flow’d 
Fall "by the oracle of God; I thence 
Invoke thy aid to my advent’rous fong, 

'I'hat with no middle flight intends to foar 
A’)ovc rli’ A o N I A N mount, while it periues 
7’hijjgs unaitempted yet in profe or rhyme. 

And chiefly thou O Sptp. it, that doft prefer 
Before all icnrpies th' upright heart and pure, 

Inllrufl me, for thou know’ll: thou from the fiifl 
Wail prefent , and with mighty wings out-fpread , 20 
Dove-like fat'll brooding on the vaftAbyfs, 

And mad'll it pregnant : what in me is dark ‘ 
Illumine, a'iutt is low raife and fupport; 

Thar to tl'c height of this gieat argument 
t may afl-rt eternal Providence, ' 2 .?‘ 

And iuilr.'e '.he ways of G o d to men. 

Say firll, for hcav’n niu'cs nothing fronj thy view. 
Nor the deep tradl o* i;t il, fay fltfl what came 

Mov'd 


Digitiz9d^ 


Book I. PARADISE LOST. 3 

Mov'd our grand Parents , in that happy ftate 
Favour’d of heav’n fo highly , to fall off 30 

From their creator, and tranfgrefs his will 
For one reftraint, lords of the world befides? 

Who firft reduc’d them to that foul revolt ? 
Th’inferftal ferpent! he it was, whofe guile, 

Stirr’d up with envv and revenge, deceiv’d 
The mother of mankind , what time his pride 
Had cafl: him out from heav’n, with all his hoft 
Of rebel Angels , by whofe aid afpiring 
To. fet himfelf in glory above his Peers, 

He trufted to have equall’d the Moft High , 40 

If he oppos’d; and with ambitious aim, 

Againft the throne and monarchy of God 
R ais’d impious war in heav’n, and battel proud. 
With vain attempt. Him the almighty power 
Hurl’d headlong flaming from th’ ethereal sky, 45 
With hideous ruin and combuftion, down 
Xp bottomlefs perdition , there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal fire. 

Who durft defie th’ Omnipotent to arms. 

Nine times the fpace that meafures day and night 50 
•To mortal rhen , he with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquiih’d , rplling in the fiery gulf. 
Confounded though immortal: but his doom 
Referv’d him to more wrath ; for now the thought 
Both of loft happinefs and lading pain 5^ 

Torments him; round he throws his baleful eyes. 
That witnefs’d huge afflidion and difmay. 

Mix’d with obdurate pride and ftedfaft hate : 

At once, as far as angels ken, he views 

'"The difmal fituation wafte and wild; 60 

. A dungeon horrible , on all iides round , 

As one great furnace , flam’d , yet from ihofe flames 
t>Io light, but rather darknefs vifible, 

^Serv’d only to dil'coves fights of woe; 

Regions of fbrrow , doleful (hades, where peace 
l^n.d reft can never dwell; hope never comes 
• A z That 
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That comes to all; but torture without end 
Still urges , and a fiery deluge , fed 
With ever -burning fulphur unconfum’d. 

Such place eternal juftice had prepar’d 70 

For thofe rebellious ; here their prifon ordain’d , 

In utter darknefs, and their portion fet 
As far remov’d from God and light of heav’i , 

At from the centre thrice to th’utmoft Pole. 

O how unlike the place from whence they felP 75 
There the companions of his fall, o’erwhelm’d 
With floods and whirlwinds of tempefluous fire. 

He foon difeerns; and wek’ring by his fide 
One next himfelf in pow’r, and next in crime 
Long after known in Palestine, and nam’d So 
-"Beelzebub: To whom th’ arch-enemy , 

* (And thence inheav’n call’d Satan) with bold w'ords • 
Breaking the horrid filence thus began. 

/ If thou bceft He — But O how fall’n ! how chang’d 
From him, who in rhe happy realms of light 85 
Cloaih'd with tranfeendent brightnefs , didli out-fliinc 
Myriads tho’ bright! If he, whom mutual league, 
United thoughts and counfels, equal hope 
And hazard in the glorious enterprize , 
join’d with me once, now mifery hath join’d 90 
In equal ruin ! Into what pit thou feeft 
From what height fall’n; fo much the ftronger prov’d 
He with his thunder : and till then who knew 
The force of thofe dire arms? Yet not for thole. 

Nor what the potent vidlor in his rage 95 

Can elfe inflid, do I repent, or change 
(TIiough chang’d in outward lullre) that fix’d mind 
And high difdain , from fenfe of injur’d merit, 

'J’hat with the Mightiefl rais’d me to contend, 

And to the fierce contention brought along. 1 
. Innumerable force of fpirits arm’d, 

‘ ‘"rhat durfl di-like his reign; and me preferring, 

Hfs uimoll pOvs r with adverfe pow’i oppos’d. 
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In dubious battel on the^plains of heav’n, 
Andlhook his throne. What tho' the field'be loft? loj 
All is not loft; th’ unconquerable will. 

And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate. 

And courage never to fubmit or yield; 

( And what is clfe nOt to be overcome ^ ) 

Tliat glory never (hall his wrath or might iiO 
Extort from me , to bow and fue for grace 
With fuppHant knee, and deifie his pow’r. 

Who from the terror of this arm fo late 
Doubted his empire: that were low indeed , 

That were an ignominy and (hamc beneath iij 
This downfal; lince by fate the ftrength of ^ods, 
And this empyreal fubftance cannot fail; 

Since through experience of this great event , 

In arms not vvorfe, in forefight much advanc’d, 

We may with more fnccefsful hope rcfolve 
To wage by force or guile eternal war , 
Irreconcileable to our grand foe; 

Who now triumphs, and in th'excefs of joy 
Sole reigning holds the tyranny of heav’n . 

So fpake th’apoftate Angel, though in pain; 115 

. Vaunting aloud, but rack’d with deep d.efpair; 

And him thus anfwer’d foon his bold compeer. 

/ 

O Prince, O chief of many throned Powers, 

That led th' imbattell’xt Seraphipa to war 

l.'nder thy conduft, and in dreadful deeds 130 

Fcarlcfs, endanger’d heav’n’s perpetual King, 

And put to proof his high fupremacy; 

W'hetner upheld by ftrength, or chance, or fate, 
Too well I fee and rue the dire event. 

That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 135 
Hath loft us heav’n , and all this mighty hoft 
In horrible ckfirudtion laid thus low , 

As far as Gods and heavinly elfences 
Can periih : For the mifidsaud fpirit remains 
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‘Invincible , and vigor foon returns , 140 

Though all our glory exdndt, and happy Hate 
Here fwallow’d up in endlefs mifery . 

But what if he our conqu’ror (whom I now 
Of force believe Almighty, llnce no lefs 
Than fuch could have o'er-power’d fuch force as ours) 
Have left us this our fpirit and ftrength entire, 146 
Strongly to fuffer and fupport our pains? 

That we 'may fo fuffice his vengeful ire , 

Or do him mightier fervice , as his thralls 

By right of war, whate’er his bufinefs be , 150 

Here in the heart of hell to work in fire, 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep: 

What can it then avail , though yet we feel 
Strength undiminiih'd , or eternal being 
* To undergo eternal punilhmenr? ‘ 155I 

Whereto with fpeedy words tlV Arch-fiend reply’d . 

/ Fall’n Cherub, to be weak is miferablc, 

Doing or fuffering : but of this be fure, 

To do ought good never will be our task, 

But ever to do ill our foie delight , i6q 

'As being the contrary to his high will 
Whom we relift . If then his Providence 
Out of our evil feek to bring forth good. 

Our labour mult be to pervert that end , 

And out of good ftill to find means of evil; 

Which oft-times may fucceed, fo as perhaps 
Shall grieve him , if I fail not, and difturb. 

His inmoft counfels from their deftin’d aim . 

But fee ! the angry viiftor hath recall’d 
His minifters of vengeance and perfuit, 

Back to the gates of heav’n : the lulph’rous hail r 
Shot after us in ftorm , o’er-blown , bath laid - 
The fiery furge, that from the precipice 
Of heav’n receiv’d us falling; and the thunder. 
Wing’d with red lightning and impetuous rage, 175; 
Perhaps hath fpent his fhafts, and cea(es now 
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To bellow through the vaft and boundlcfs deep i 
■ Let us not flip tn occafion , whether fcorn , 

Or fatiatc fury, yield it from our foe. 

Seeft thou, yon dreary plain , forlorn and wild , x8o 
The feat of dcfolation , void of light , 

Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flames 
Gafts pale and dreadful ? mither let us tend 
From off the toiling of thefe fiery waves ; 

There reft , if any reft can harbour there : i8j 

And re-aflembling our afflidied pow’rs, 

Confult how we may henceforth moft offend 
Our enemy, our o^vn lofs how repair. 

How overcome this dire calamity. 

What reinforcement we may gain from hope; ‘ 190. 
If not, what refolution from defpair. 

Thus Satan talking to his neareft mate. 

With head up- lift above the wave, and eyes 
That fparkling blaz'd ; his other parts befides 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large, xpj 
Lay floating many a rood : in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name, of monftrous fizc, 

T IT A N I A N, or E A R T H-bom, that wan’d on J o v b , 
Briareus or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarsus held, or that fea-bcaft 200 
Leviathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugeft that fwim th’ ocean ftrcam : 

(Him haply flumb’ring on the Norway foam. 

The pilot of fome fmall night-founder’d skiflf. 
Deeming fome ifland, oft, as fca-mcn tell, 205 

With fixed anchor in his fcaly rind, ^ 

Moors by his fide under the lee, while night 
Inveft the fea, and wiihed morn delays.) 

So ftrctch'd out huge in length the Ar^-fiend lay ,, 
Chain’d on the burning lake ; nor ever thence zio. 
Had fis’n or heav’d his head , but that the will 
And high permiflion of all -ruling heaven. 

Left him at large to his own dark deiigns; 
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That wi>h reiterated crimes he might 
Hf:ap 6n himfdf damnation, while he fought zij 
Evil t6 others; and enrag’d might fee 
How all his malice ferv’d but to bring forth 
Inidnite goodnefs, grace and mercy iliewn 
On man by him feduc’d ; but on himfelf 
'I’reble confufion, wrath and vengeance pour’d, no 
Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 
mighty itature; on each hand the flames 
Driv'n backward flope their pointing fpires.and rowl’d 
In billovrs, leave i’rh* midft a horrjd vale. 

Then with expanded wings he fleers his flight zzj 
Aloft ,, incumbent on the dusky air, 

That felt unufaal weight; till on dry land 
He lights, if it were land that ever burn’d 
With Iblid, as the lake with liquid fire; 

And flfcch appear’d in hue, as when the force 2,3<5 
Of fubterrancan wind tranfports a hill 
Torn from Pelorus, or the fhatter’d fide 
Of thund’ring /Etna, whofe combufliblc 
And fiiel’d entrails thence conceiving fire, 

Sublim’d with mineral fury, aid the winds, 135 
And leave a finged bottom all involv’d 
With flench and fmoke; fiich reiling found the foie 
Of unblefs'd feet. Him follow’d his next mate. 

Both glorying to haveTcap’d the Stygian flood. 
As Gfods , and hy their own recover’d llrength , 140 
Not by the fuftj^ance of fupenial pow’r. 


Is this the region, this the foil , the clime. 

Said then the lofl Arch-Angel , this the feat 
That wemvifl Change for heav’n ? this mournful gloom 
For that cccleflral light be it fo, fince he Z45 
Who now is fov'rain can .diipofe and bid 
What fhall be right : farihefl from him is heft , 

Whom rcafon equall’d, force hath inadc fiipreme 
Above his equals. Farewell happy fields, 

Where joy for ever dwells 1 hail horrors! hail Z50 

In- 
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Infernal world and thou profoundeft hell 
Receive thy new poflelTor! one who brings 
A mind not to be chang’d by place or time. 

The mind is its own place , and in it felf 
Can make a heav’n of hell , a hell of heav’n. 155 
What matter where, if I be ftill the fame, 

And, what I ihould be , all but lefs than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater.^ here at leaft 
AVe lhall be free; th’ Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy ; will not drive us hence : i 6 o 

Here we may reign fecure; and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition , tlio’ in hell : 

Better to reign in hell, than ferve in heav’n. 

But wherefore let we then our faithful friends, '' 
Th' alfociates and copartners of our lofs, 165 
Lye thus aftonilh’d on th’ oblivious pool, 

And call them not to fhare with us their part 
In this unhappy manfton, or once more 
With rallied arms to try what may be yet 
Regain’d in heav’n , or what more loll in hell ? 170 

So Satan fpake, and him Beelzebub 
Thus anfvver’d : Leader of thofe armies bright , 
Which but th’ Omnipotent none could have foil’d. 

If once they hear that voice, their liveliefl pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft zyj 
In worll extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag’d , in all aflauks 
Their furelt lignal , they will foon refume 
New courage and revive , tho’ now they lye 
Grov’ling and proilrate on yon lake ^f fire, z 8 i) 
As we ere while, aflounded and annz’d. 

No wopder, fall’n fuch a pernicious height. 

He fcarce had ceas’d when the fuperior fiend 
Was moving tow’rd.th^lhore ; his pond’rous Ihield , 
Ethereal temper,’ inaflle, large and round, 285 
Behind him call; the broad circuinferencp 
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Hung on his (boulders like the Moon , whofe orb 
Thro’ optic glafs the Tuscan artift views 
At ev’ning from the top of F e s o l e , 

Or in Valdarno, to defcry new lands, 190 
Rivers, or mountains, in her fporty globe. 

His fpear (to equal which the talleft pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills , to be the maft 
Of fome great Ammiral, were but a wand) 

. He walk’d with to fupport uneafie fteps 195 

Over the burning marie ( not like thole fteps 
On heaven’s azure ! ) and the torrid clime 
Smote on him fore befides , vaulted with fire . 
Nathlcfs he fo endur’d, ’till on the beach 
Of that inflamed fea , he flood and call’d 300 
His legions, Angel- forms, who lay entrans’d. 

Thick as autumnal leaves that ftrow the brooks 
In Vaeeombrosa, where th’ Etrurian (hades 
High over-arch’d embow’r; or fcatter’d fedge 
Afloat , when with fierce winds Orion arm’d 305 
Hath vex’d the Red-Sea coaft, whole waves o’erthrew 
B u s I R i s and his Memphian chivalry , 

While with perfidious hatred they perfu’d 
The fojourners of Goshen, who beheld 
From the fafe (hoar their floating carcafes 310 
And broken chariot wheels : fo thick beftrown, 
'Abjeft and loft lay thefe , covering the flood, 

Under amazement of their hideous change. 

He call’d fo loud, that all the hollow deep 

Of hell refourtded: Princes, Potentates, 315 

Warriors, the flow’r of heav’n,once yours, now loft. 

If fuch aftonift^ent as this can feize 

Eternal fpirits •, or have ye chos’n this place 

After the toil of battel to repofe 

Your wearied virtue, for the cafe you find ^ 32.0 

To (lumber here , as in the vales of heaven ? 

Or in this abjeft pofturc have ye fworn 
T’ adore the conqueror i who n6w* beholds 
Cherub and Seraph rowling in the flood, 

Witk 
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With fcatter’d arms and enfigns, ’till anon 
His fwift purfuers from Jieav’n gates difcern 
Th’ advantage, and defcending tread us down 
Thus drooping , or with linked thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf. 
Awake, arifc, or be for ever fall’n, 


XX 
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They heard , and were abalht , and up they fp^ 
Upon the wing; as \yhen men wont to watch 
On duty , fleeping found by whom they dread , 
Rouze and beftir themfelves ere well awake . 

Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 335 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel; 
Yet to their General’s voice they foon obey’d , 
Innumerable. As when the potent Rod 
Of A M R A m’s Son , in g y p t’s evil day , 

Wav’d round the coaft, up call’d a pitchy cloud 340 
Of locufts, warping on the eaftern wind. 

That o’er the realm of impious Phar ao.^ hung 
Like night, and darken’d all the land of Nile : 

So numbcrlefs were thofe bad Angels feen 
H ov’ring on wing under the cope of hell , 345 

‘Twixt upper, nether, and furrounding fires: 

’Till, as a fignal giv’n , th’up-lifrcd Ipear 
Of their great S^lta^ waving 10 diredl 
Their courfe , in even ballance down they light 
On the firm brimftone, and fill all ihe plain: 350 

A multitude ! like which the populous north 
Pour’d never from her frozen loins , to pal's 
R H £ N £ or the t> a n a vv , when her barbarous fons 
Came like a deluge on the fouth , and fpread 
Reneath GiBRAtTERtothe Libt(%n lands . 35^- 
Forthwith from ey’ry fquadron , and each band , 

The Heads and Leaders thither hafte where Itood 
Their great Commander; God-like lhapes and forms 
Excelling human, Princely Dignities, 

And Po\v’rs,that eerft in heaven fat on thrones; 360 
Tho’ of their names in heai’nly records now 

' Be 
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Be no memorial; blotted out and ras’d 
By their rebellion , from the books of life. 

Nor had they yet among the fons of E v e 364 
Got them new names; 'till wand’ring o’er the earth i 
Thro’ G o D’s high fufferance for the tryal of man , 
B|kfairities and lies the greatcft part 
^wmankind they corrupted , to forfake 
D their creator, and th'invilible 
^ory of him that made them , to transform 
Oft to the image of a brute, adorn’d 
With gay religions full of pomp and gold, 

• And Devils to adore for Deities: 

Then were they known to men by various names , 
And various Idols thro’ the heathen world. 375 

Say, Mufe, their names then known; who firft, whq 
Rouz’d from the flumber , on that fiery couch , [laft. 
At their great Emperor’s call, as next in worth 
Came fingly where he ftopd , on the bare ftrand , 
While the promifeuous crowd flood yet aloof?' 380 
The chief were thofe who from the pit of hell 
Roaming to feek their prey on earth , durlt fix 
Their feats long after next the feat of God, 

Their altars by his altar , Gods ador’d 

Among the nations round, and durft abide 31^85 

Jehovah thund’ring out of 'S i o n , thron’d 

Between the Cherubim; yea, often plac’d 

'Within his fandynry it lelf their (brines, 

Abominations ! and with curfed things 

His holy rites and (blcmn feafls prophan’d , 390 

And with they; darknefs durfi affront his light. 

Firfl Moloch, horrid King, hefmear’d with blood 
Of human facrifice, and parents tears, 

Idio’ for the m-ife of arums and timbrels loud 
Their childrens cries unheard , that paft thro’ fire 395 
To his grim idol . Him the Ammonite / 
Worfhip’d in Kabka, and her wat’ry plain. 

In Argob and :n Ba - am, u* the llr<;arn 
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Cf urmoll A R N o N , Nor content with fuch 
Audacious neighbourhood, the wifeft heart , ^ijo 
<^f ooLoMOK he led by fraud, to build 
His temple right agarnft^the temple of God, 

On the opprobrious hill', and made his grove 
The pleafant valley of Hinnon, Tophet thence 
And black G e’he K n a call’d , the type of hell. 405 
N::xt C H E M o s , th’ obfcene dread .of M o a b’s fons , 
From Aroar to Nebo, and the wild 
Of fouthmoft Abarimj in Hesebon 
A nd H OR ON AIM, Seon’s realm, beyond 
'J'lie flow’ry dale of Sibma, clad with vines.; 410 
And £le ALE to th’ A s p H al T ic pool: 

P E o R^ his other name, when he entic’d 

T- R A E L in S I T T I M on their march from Nile, 

'i’o do him wanton rites , which cpft them woe . 

Y<.*t rhence his lultful orgies he enlarg’d diS 

i'.ven to that hill of fcandal, by the grove 
Ot Moloch homicide, luft hard by hate; 

’Till good J o s I A H drove them thence to hell . 
V/itii'thefe came they , who from the bord’ring flood 
Of ».dd Euphrates, to the brook that parts 4x0 
/K o I p T from Syrian ground, had general names 
()t Baalim and Ash taroth; thofe male , 
'i'hcfe feminine: (For fpirits when they pleafe 
Cdii cither lex afTume , or both; fo foft 
And uncompounded is their eflence pure, 42 j 
Nvt ty’d or manacl’d with joint or limb , 

Nor founded on the brittle ftrength of bones. 

Tike cumbrous flelh ; but in what Chape tliey chufe, 
Diiatcd or condens’d, bright or obfeure , 

Can execute their airy purpofes , ‘ 43® 

And works of love or enmity fulfil.) 

For thofe the race of Israel oft forfooIS 
Their living ftrength, and unfrequented left 
His. righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
'I'o beftial Gods; for which their heads as low 435 
i^ow’d down in battel , funk before the fpear 

Of 
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Of defpicable foes. With thefe in troop 
Came AstPreth , whom the P h oe k i ci an s call’d 
A s T A R T E , Queen of heaven , with crefcent horns ; 
To whofe bright image nightly by the moon, ' 440 
S I D o N I A N virgins paid their vows and fongs ; 

In Sion alfo not unfung, where flood 
Her temple on th’offenfive mountain, built 
By that uxorious King, whofe heart tho* large. 

Beguil’d by fair idolatrefles , fell 445' . 

To idols foul . T H A M M u z came next behind, - 
Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur’d 
The Syrian Damfels, to lament his fate • 

In am’rous ditties all a fummer’s day; 

While fmooth Adonis from his native rock 4^0 . 

Ran purple to the Tea, fuppos’d with blood : 

Of T HAM MUZ yearly wounded; the love-tale 
Infected S i o n’s daughters with like heat , 
Whofe wanton pafiions in the facred porch 
Ezekiel faw , when by the vilion led 45^“ 

His eyes furvey’d the dark idolatries 
Of alienated Judah. Next came one^ ^ 

Who mourn’d in earneft, when the captive Ark 
Maim’d his brute image, head and hands lopt off 
In his own temple, on the grunfcl edge 460 
Where he fell flat , and iham’d his werfhippers , 

Dag ON his name, fea-monfter, upward man 
And downward fifh : yet had his temple high 
Rear’d in A z o t u s , dreaded through the coaft 
Of Palestine, in Gath, and Ascalon, 4C5 : 
And Accaron, and Gaza’s frontier bounds . • 
Him follow’d Rim mo n, whofe delightful feat 
V/as Hir Damascus, on the fertil banks 
Of Abbana and P h a r ph ar , lucid flreams. 

He aifo againft the houfe of God was bold: 470 

A leper once he loft , and gain’d a King , 

Ahaz his fottifh conqueror, whom he drew 
Gods altar to difparage , and difplace, 

For one of Syrian mode , whereon to burn - 
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odimi$ olTrings, ^nc adortrhe Gods 47 J 
Whom he hnd vanqu’.ht . Aftcrdiefe appear’d • 

A c-ew who under .names of oA renown, 
Osiris, Isis, Or v s , and tieir train , 

With inonftrous fhapes and forcerts abus’d 
Fanatic ^Fgypt, and her priefl., to feek 
Their wandring Gods difguis’d in hutilh forms , 
Rather than human. Nor did Israel Tcape ^ 
Th’anfection , when their borrow’d lold. compos’d 
The c.alf in Oreb; and the rebel King 
I'iiniSled that f.n in Bethel, and in Dan, 
Lik’ning his Maker to the grazed ox, 

Jehovah, who in one night when he pafs’d 
■ From /Egypt marching, equal’d with one ftrok$ 

’• Bdth her firli-born and all her bleating Gods, 
Belial came lall, than whom a fpiritmorelewd 49^1 
i^cll not from heaven , or more grofs to love 
Vice Vor’ It felf: to him no temple ftood. 

Or altar fmoak'd ; yet who more oft than he 
In tempi's and at altars, when the prieft 
Turns acheift, as did Elv’s Tons, who fill’d 49J 
With l ift and violence the houl’e of GodI 
In courts and palaces he alfo reigns, 

■ \And in luxurious cities, where the noife 
Of not afeends above their loftieil tow’rs, 

' And injury and outrage; and when night 500 
I.')arkens the (ireets, then wander forth the fons 
Of Belial, flown with infolence and wine . 
Witnefs the Ihccts of Sodom, and that night 
In.GiBEAH, when the hofpitable door 
JLxpos’d a matron to avoid woife rape. 50$ 


■ Thefe were the prime in order and in might; 

,jThe reft were long to tell , tho’ far renown’d, 

Th' Ionian Gods , of J a v a n’s iiTue held 
Gods, yet confefs’d later than heav’n and earth, 

Tlieir boafted parents. Titan, heav’ns firfi-born , 516 
sVYith bis enormous brood, and biithrigut feiz’d 
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By younger S a t u n : he from mightier J o v e ^ 
Kis own and Rhe/s Ton, like meafure found; 

So Jove ufurping'eign’d : thefe firft in Crete 
A nd Ida known , thence on the fnowy top 515 
Of cold Olymp; s rul’d the middle air, 

7 ir higheft heavn ; or on the Delphian cliff, 
y in Dodoma and thro’ all the bounds 
of Doric land; or who with Saturn old 
Pled over Adrta to the Hesperian fields, 510 
And o’er the Celtic roam’d the utmoft ifles . 


'.All thefe and more came flocking, but with looks 
Down-caft and damp, yet fuch wfiQ'ein appear’d 
Obfcure fome glimpfe ot joy, to have found their Chief 
Not in defpair,to have found themfelves not loft 52. 
In lofs it fclf; which on his count’nance caft 
Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recolletfling , with high words , that bore 
Scmblarrce of worth , not fubftance , gently rais’d . 
Their fainting courage, and difpeU’d their fears. 530 
Then flrair commands that at the warlike found 
C)f trumpets loud, and clarions, be uprear’d 
His mighty ftandard : that proud honor claim* 

A z A 7. E L as his right , a Cherub tall ; 

Who forthwith from the glittering ftaff unfurl'd 535 
Th’imperial enfeign; which full high advanc’d-. 
Shone like a meteor ftreaming to the wind . 

With gems and. golden luftre rich imblaa’d, . 
Seraphic arms and -trophies ; all the while 
Sonorous' metal blowing martial founds; 540 

At which the univerfal hoft up fent 
A ihout that tore hell’s -.con cave; and beyond 
Frighted the. reign of. CnAos an.d old Night. 

All in'a moment thro’ the gloom were feen 
■ Ten thoufand banners rife into the air, 545 

With orient colours waving: with them rofe 
A^for’eft huge of Ipcars; and thronging helms 
, Appear’d , and feriisd fhields in thick array , 
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Of depth immeafurable : anon they move 
In perfeft Phalanx to the Dorian mood 
Of flutes , and foft recorders ; fuch as rais’d 
To height of nobleft temper Heroes old 
Arming to battel; and inltead of rage, 

Deliberate valor breath’d , firm , and unmov’d 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat r 
Nor wanting power to mitigate and fwage. 

With folemn touches, troubled thoughts, and chafe 
Anguilh, and doubt, and fear, and forrow, and pain. 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united foicc, with fixed thought 
Mov’d on in filence to foft pipes, that charm'd 
Their painful flops o’er the burnt foil: and now 
Advanc’d in view, they Hand ,. a horrid front 
Of dreadful length , and dazljng arms , in guife 
Or warriors old with order’d fpear and fliield. 
Awaiting v\'h.u command their mighty Chief 
Hi}d to impofe: he thro’ the armed files 
Darts his experienc’d eye , and foon traverfc 
The whole battalion views their order due; 

Their vilages and flature as of Gods ; 5^0 

Their number lafl he fiyns. And now his heart 
Diflends with pride, and hard’ning in his flrength 
Glories: for never fince created man 
Met fiich.imbodied force, as nam’d with thefe 
Could merit more than that fmall infantry 575 
Warr’d on by cranes : tho’ all the Giant brood 
Of Phlegra with th’ Heroic race were join’d , 
That fought at T h e 6 e s and Ilium, on each fide 
Mix’d with auxiliar Gods : and what refounds 


In fable or romance of U t h e r’s fon 


58Q 


Begirt with British and Armoric Knights; 

nd all who fince, baptiz’d or infidel, 

Joufted in Aspramon-t or MoNTArBAN, 

Da MASCO, or Marocco, orTREBisoND; 
Or whom Biserta fent from Afric flioar, 585 
“When VIhabllemain wifli all his Peerage fell 

■V “ P/ 
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By Fontarabbia. Thus far thefe beyond 
Compare of mortal prowefs, yet obferv’d 
Their dread commander : he , above the reft 
In fhape and gelture proudly eminent, 50131 

Stood like a tow’r: his form had yet notioft 
All her original brightnefs, nor appear’d 
Lefs than Arch-Angel ruin’d, and th’cxcefs 
Of glory obfcur’d : as when tile Sun new-ris’n 
Looks thro’ the horizontal mifty air, -<;95 

Shorn off kis beams; or from behind the moon , 

In dim eclipfc , difaftrous twilight fheds 
On half the nations , and with fear of change 
Perplexes Monarchs ; darken’d fo , yet Ihone 
Above them all th’ Arch-Angel : but his face 6cc 
Deep fears of thunder had intrench’d, and care 
Sate on his faded cheek , but under brows 
Of dauntlefs courage, and confid’ratc pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his eye , but caft 
Signs of remorfe and paffion to behold 6of 

The fellous of his crime, the followers rather , 

( Far other once beheld in blifs ) condemn’d 
For. ever now to have their lot in pain ; 

Millions of fpirits for his fault amerc’d 

Of heav’n , and from eternal fplendors flung i6ro 

For his revolt, yet faithful now they flood. 

Their glory wither’d : as when heaven’s fire 
Hath fcath’d the foreft oaks, or mountain pines , 
With fingcd top their flately growth tho' bare 
Stands on the blafled heath . He now prepar’d 61^ 
To fpcak, whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to- wing, and half inclofe him round , 
With all his Peers : attention held them mute : 

Thrice he allay’d , and thrice in fpight of fcorn , 
Tears, fuch -as Angels weep , burft forth; at laft 62.0 
Words interwove with flghs found out their way . 

O myriads of immortal fpirits! O Pow’rs 
Matchkfs, but wiih ih’ Almighty I and that fltife 
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Was not iTiglorious, tho’ th’ event was dire. 

As thjs place teflifies, and this dire change, Ct,^ 
•Hateful to utter: but what pow’r of mind, 

Forefeeing or prefaging, from the depth 
Qf^knowledge paft or prefent, could have fear’d, 
How fuch united force of Gods, how fuch 
As flood like thefe, could ever know repulfe? 630 
, For who can yet believe , tho* after lofs , 

Thrft all thefe puiffant legions , vvhofe exile 
Hath emptied Heav’n , (hall fail to re afeend 
‘Self-rais’d , and re-pofl'efs their native feat? 

For me be wirnefs all the holt of hcav’n, (535 
If coimfels different, or danger fhun’d 
By me, have loft our hopes; but he who reigns 
Monarch in Heav'n , ’til! then as one fecure 
Sate on his throne, upheld by old repute, 

Confent or cuftom , and his regal (late 640 

Put forth at full, but dill his (Irength conceal'd. 
Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall. 
Henceforth his might we know, and know our own j 
So as not either to provoke, or dread 
New war , provok’d; our better part remains 645 
To work in clofe defign , by fraud or guile, 

What force effeifled not : that he no Icfs 
At length from us may find , who overcomes 
By force , hath overcome but half his foe . 

Space may produce new worlds; whereof fo rife 
There went a fame in Heav’n , that he ere long 
Intended to create ; and therein plant 
A- generation , whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the Tons of Heav’ii ; 
Thither, if but fo pry, (hall be perhaps 655 
Our firrt eruption, thither or elfcwhere; 

For this iafernal pit (hall never bold 
Caekftial fpirits in bondage, nor th’abyfs 
Long under d.irkncfi cover. But thefe thoughts 
Full counfel mu(l mature : peace is defpair’d, 66a 
For who can think fubmiffion ? war then, war 
Open or underdood mud be refolv’d . 
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He/pake: and to confirm his words out-flew 
Millions of flaming fwords , drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim; the fudden blaze 065 

Far, round illumin’d Hell; highly they rag'd 
Againft the Higheft, and fierce with grafpcd arms 
Clafh’d on their founding (hields the din oV war, 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of heav n. 

There .flood a hill not far, whofe grifly top 670 
Belch’d fire and rowling fmoke; the reft entire 
Shone with a glofly fcurf , undoubted fign 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore , 

'Fhe work of fulphur; thither wing’d with fpeed 
A numerous brigad haften’d ; as when bands 67 
Of pioneers, with fpade and pickax arm’d. 

Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field. 

Or caft a rampart : Mammon led them on , 

Mammon, the leaft eredled fpirit that fell 

From Heav’n; for ^’n in Heav’n his looks & thoughts 

Were always downward bent; admiring more 681 • 

The riches of Heav’n’s pavement, trodden gold, 

Than ought divine or holy elfe, enjoy’d 

hi vifion beatific; by him firft 

Men alfo, and by his fuggeftion taught, ^85 

Ranfack’d the centre, and with impious hands 

Rifled the bowels of their mother earth , 

For treafures better hid . Soon had his crew 
Open’d into the hill a fpacious wound, 

And dig’d out ribs of gold . ( Let none admire 69a 
That iK'hes grow in Hell; that foil may beft 
Defcrve the precious bane.) And here let thofe 
Who boaft in mortal things, and wond’ring tell 
Of Babel, and the works of Memphian Kings, 
Learn how their greateft monuments of fame, '695 
And ftrength and art are eafdy opt-dbne 
By fpirits reprobate, and in an hour 
What in an age they with inceflant toil. 

And hands innumerable, fcarce perfprm. 
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Nigh on the plain in many cells prepar’d , 7oq 
That undetneath had veins of liquid fire 
Sluc’d from the lake, a fccond multitude 
With wondrous art found out the mafly ore j 
Severing each kind and fcumm’d the bullion drofs ; 

A third as foon had form’d within the ground 705 
A various mold ; and from the boiling cells 
By ftrange conveyance fill’d each hollow nook: 

As in an Organ from one blaft of wind 
To many a row of pipes the found-board breaths. 
Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 710 

Rofe like an exhalation , with the Ibund 
Of dulcet fymphonies, and voices fweet; 

Built like a Temple, where pilafters round 
Were fct, and Doric pillars overlaid 
With golden architrave: nor did there want 715 
Cornice or freeze, with bofiy fculptures grav’n; 

The roof was fretted gold . Not Bab vlok, 

Nor great Alcairo fuch magnificence 
Equaird in all tlieir glories, to inlhrine 
Pei,us, or Serapis their Gods ; or feat . 7 V« 
Their King , when iE g y p t vvith A s s y r i a ftrove 
In wealth and luxury . Th’afcending pile 
Stood fixt her ftately height, and ftreight the doors 
Op’ning their brazen folds , difeover wide 
Within her ample /paces, o’er the fmooth 71J 
And level pavement: from the arched roof, 

Pendent by fubtle magic, many a row 
Of ftarry lamps and blazing crefiets, fed 
With Naphtha and Afphaltus, yielded light 
As from a sky. The hafiy multitude 73 *^ 

Admiring enter’d.,, and the work fome praife 
And fome the arcbiteifl: his hand was known 
Jn Heav’n by many a towred ftrudlure high. 

Where feeptted angels held their refidence, * 

And fate as Princes; whom the fiipreme Kin^ 73 $ 
Exalted to fuch power, and gave to rule, 

Each in his Hierarchy, the Orders bright* 
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Nor was his name unheard , or unador’d , 

In ancient Greece; and in Ausonian land 
Men call’d him M o l c i b e a ; and how he fell 740 
From Heav’n they fabled , thrown by apgi^ Jove 
^ heer o’er the chrylhl battlements; from morn 
To nOon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A fummer’s day; and with the fetting Sun 
Dropt from the Z.enith like a falling ftar , 74j 

On Lemnos th’ g e a n ifle ; thus they relate , 
Erring; for he with this rebeilioits rout 
Fell long before; nor aught avail’d him now 
T’have built in Heav’n high tow’rs; nor did be fcape 
By all his engins, but was headlong fent 750 

With his induftrious crew to build in Hell. 

Mean while the winged heralds by command 
Of fovVeign pow’r , with awful ceremony 
And trumpets found , throughout the holt proclaim 
A folemn council forthwith to be held 75 f 

At PandamqniuM, the high Capital . 

Gf Satan and his Peers: their fummons call’d 
P’lom every band and fquared regiment, 

By place or choice the wortlueft ; they anon 
With hundreds and with thoufands trooping came ytjo 
Attended : all accefs was throng’d , the gates 
And porches wide, but chief the fpacious hall 
rr.hough like a coverM field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arm’d j and at the S o n p a li's Chair 
Defi’d the belt of PaNim chivalry . 

To mortal combat » or carrierc with lance) 

Thick fwarm'd , both on the ground and in the air , 
Brulh’d with the hifs of rufling wings. As bees 
In fpring time, when the Sun with Taurus rides, 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive, 770 
In clufters; they among frclh dews and flow’is 
*Fly to and fro , or on the fmoothed plank , 

The fuburb of their llraw built cittadel , 

New rubb’d with batlm , expatiate and confer 
Tbcir fr^te ^ffairis; So Ihifk the aery crowd 775 

Swarm’d 
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Swarm’d and were flraiten'd, till the lignal giv’ns 
Behold a wonder i they but now who feem’d 
In bignefs to furpafs Earth’s Giant fons. 

Now lefs than fmalleft dwarfs , in narrow room 
Throng numberlefs \ like that pygmean race 780 
Bevondthe IndiaM mount, or Fairy Elves, 
Whofe midnight revels , by a foreft fide , 

Or fountain , fome belated peafant fees , 

Or dreams he fees , while over-head the moon ' 

Sits arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 

Wheels her pale courfe; they on their mirth and dance 

Intent, with jocund mufic charm his ear; ' 

At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds . 

Thus incorporeal fpirits to fmalleft forms 
Reduc’d their fhapes immenfe,and were at large, 7pd 
Though without number ftill amidtt the hall 
Of that infernal court . But far within , 

And in their own diraenfions like themfelves, 

The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim , 

In clofe recefs and fecret conclave fat; 795. 

A thoufand Demi-Gods on golden feats , 

Frequent and full: after Ihort lilence then 
And furamons rqad, the great confult began. 


T/;e end of the firft Book^ 
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The argument 

I 

The Confultaiion bepm , Satan debates ivhether anothtf 
battel be to be hazarded for the recovery of Heaven : 
forne advife it ^ others dijfunde-. Ji third propofal is 
prefer d y mentioned before by Satan, /o fearch the truth 
of that prophecy or tradition in Heaven concerning ano- 
ther world , and another kind of creature , equal , or 
not much inferior to themfelves y about this tune to be 
created: their, doubt who Jhall be fent on this difficult 
^fearch: Satan their chief 'undertakes alotfe the voyage, y 
is honor'.d and applauded. The council thus ended y the 
reft betake them feveral ways , and to feVcral empLoy- 
menttyas their mdinatiom lead themy to entertain the 
time ’till Satan return. He pa(fes on bis journey to ^ 
Hell gates, finds them fbut, and who fat there to guard \ 
fhentyby .whom at length they Are open' dy and dt [cover • | 

to him the great gulf between Hell and Heaven ; with • 
•what difficulty he paffes through, directed by Ch;Ui.^ , 
the Power of that plqce, to the fight of this veto qvorld 
•which he fought. 


1 G H on a throne of royal ftate, which far 
OutOione the wealth of Ormvs anti 
of I N D , 

Or where the gorgeous eaft with ridieft 
hand 

Showrs on her Kings Barbaric Pearl and Gold, 
Satan exited fat, by merit rais’4 y 

To 
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To that bad eminence: and from defpair 
Thus high uplifted beyond hope, afpires 
Beyond "thus high, infatiate to perfue 
Vain war with Heav’n, and by fuccefs untaught 
His proud imaginations thus difplay’d. lo 


Powers and Dominions , Deities of Heav*n I 
For lince no deep within her gulph can hold 
Immortal vigor, though opprefs’d and fall’n, 

1 give not Heav’n for loft. From this defcent 
Coeleftial virtues riling, will appear 15 

•More glorious and more dread than from no fall. 
And truft rhemfelves to fear no lecond fate. 

Me though juft right, and the fix’d laws of Heav'n 
Did firft create your Leader, next free choice. 

With what befides , in council or in fight. 

Hath been atchiev’d of merit, yet this lofs 
Thus far at leaft recover’d , hath much more 
Eftablilh’d in a fafe unenvied throne. 

Yielded with full confent. The happier ftate 
In Heav'n, which follows dignity, might draw, i) 
Finvy from each inferior; but who here 
Will envy wh6m the higheft place expofes 
V'oreihpft CO ftand againft the Thunderer’s aim 
Your bulwark, and condems to greateft lhare 
Of endlcfs pain Where there is then no good 30 
For which to ftrive, no ftnfe can grow up there 
From faction; for none fure will claim in Hell 
Precedence; none, vvhofe portion is fo fmall 
Of prefe.n pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will covet more! With this advantage then 35 
To union, and firm faith, and firm accord. 

More than can be in Heav'n, we now return 
To claim our juft inheritance of old, 

S^arer to profper than profperity 

Could have affur’d us; and by what heft way» 40 

Whether of open war or covert guile, 

We now debate: who can advife may fpeak, 

B j .He 
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He ceas’d; and next him M o l o c, fceptred King, 
Stood up , the ftrongeft and the fierceft fpirit 
That fought in Heav’n , now fiercer by defpair ; 45 
His truft was with th’ Eternal to be deem’d 
Lqual in ftrength , and rather than be lefs 
Car’d not to be dt all ; with that care loft 
Went all his fear: of God, or Hell, of worfe, 

He reck’d not; and thefeworis thereafter fpake ; jo 


-He 

% 


My fentence is for open war : of wiles * 

More inexpert , I boaft not : them let thofe 
Contrive who need,' or when they need, not now; 
For while they fit contriving , lhall the reft , 

Millions that ftand in arms, and longing wait 55 
The lignal to afcend , fit ling’ring here 
Heav’n’s fugitives, and for their dwelling place 
' ccept this dark opprobrious den of (hame , 
e prifon of his tyranny who reigns 
our delay ? No ! let us rather chufe , 60 

rm’d with hell flames and fury , all at once 
O’er Heav’n’s high towrs to force refiftlefs way. 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Againft the torturer; when to meet the noife 
Of his Almighty engin he (hall hear 6j 

Infernal thunder, and for lightning fee 
Black fire and horror ihot with equal rage 
Among his Angels ; and his throne it felf 
Mixt with T ARTAKEAN fulphut , and ftrange fire , 


His own invented torments. But perhaps 
The way fcems difficult and fteep , to fcale 
With upright wing againft a higher foe. 

Let fuch bethink them , if the fleepy drench 
Of that forgetful lake benumb sot ftill , 

That in our proper motion we afcend 
Up to our native feat; defcent and fall 
To us is adverfe , Who but felt of late 
When the fierce foe hung on our broken reer 
Infulting , and perfu’d us through the deep , 


70 


V5 


With 
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\V :r what compulfion and laborious flight 80 

\Vc funk thus low? th’afcent is eafie then j 
Th event is fear’d; ftioiild wc again provoke 
Our ftronger, fome worfe way his wtath may find 
To our ’deftruftion ; if there be in Hell 
Fear to be worfe deftroy’d: what can be worfe 85: 
Than- to dwell here,driv’n out from blifs, condemn’d 
In this abhorred deepTo urrer woe; 

Where pain of inextinguilhable fire 

Mull exercife ns without hope of end, i 

7'he vaflfals of his anger, when the fcourgo po 

Inexorable and the torturing hour 

Cans us to penance ? more deftroy’d than thus , 

We (hould be quire abohlh’d and expire. 

What fear we then? what doubt we to incenfe 
His utmoft ire ? which to the height enrag’d', py 
Will either quite confume us, and reduce 
To nothing this eflential; happier far. 

Than miferable to have eternal being. 

Or if our fubllance be indeed divine. 

And cannot ceafe to be, we are at word 
On this fide nothing; and by proof we feel 
Our power fufficient to difiurb his Heav’n, 

And with perpetual inrodes to alarm, 

T'f'.nugh inaccelfible , his fatal throne: 

V/r.ich, if not vidory, is yet revenge. 

He ended frowning, and his look denounc’d 
Detberare revenge, and battel dangerous 
To iefs than Gods. On th’ other fide up rofe 
Belial, in a<d more graceful and humane : 

A fiirer perfon lofi not Heav’n; he feem’d 
For dignity compos’d and high exploit; 

Rut all was falfe and hollow ; though his tongue 
Dropt Manna , and could make the worfe appear 
The better reafon, to perplex and dafh 
Matureft counfels, for his thoughts were low: 115 

T’o Vice indpftrious, but tg nobler deeds 

Tim’rou^ 
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Tim’rous and flothful; yet he pleas’d the car. 

And with perfualive accent thus began. 

T ftiould be much for open war , 0 Peers , . 

As not behind in hate , if what was urg’d iiQ 

Main reafon to perfuade immediate war. 

Did not dilTuade me moft , and feem to call 
Ominous conjedlure on the whole fuccefs; 

When he who mod excels in faft of arms. 

In what he counfels, and in what excels, 115 
Miftruftful, grounds his courage on dcfpair, 

And utter dilTolution , as the fcope 
Of all his aim, after fome dire revenge. 

Firft , what revenge ? the tow*rs of Heav’n are fill’d 
With armed watch , that render all accefs • 130 
Impregnable ; oft on the bordering Deep 
Encamp their legions, or with obl'cure wing 
"cout far and wide into the realm of night, 
corning furprize. Or could we break our way ‘ 

By force, and at our heels all hell lEould rife 135 
With blacked infurredion , to confound 
Heav’n’s pureft light; yet our great enemy , 

All incorruptible would on his throne 

Sit unpolluted ; and th’ ethereal mold 

Incapahlc of ftain, would foon expel I4p 

Her mifchief, and purge off the baler fire • 

Vidlorious. Thus repuls’d, ohr final hope 

Is flat defpair: w'c mult cxafperate 

Th’ Almighty Viiftor to fpcnd all his rage. 

And that mud end us , that mud be our cure 145 
To be no more: fad cure I for who would lofe, 
Though full of pain, this intelledtiial being, ' 

Thofe thoughts that wander through eternity-. 

To perilh rather, fwallow’d up and lod . 

In the wide womb of uncreated night, • X50 

Devoid of fenfe and motion? and who knows, 

Let this be good , whether our angry foe 
Can give it , or v/ill ever ; tow he can , 
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Is doubtful; that he never will, is fure. 

Will he, fo wife, let loofe at Once his ire, 155 
Belike through impotence, or unaware. 

To give his enemies their wi!h, and end 
Than in his anger, whom his anger faves 
To punifh endlefs? Wherefore ccafc we then. 

Say they who counfel war ? We are decreed, i6o 
Rdci v’d , and deflin’d to eternal woe; 

Whatever doing, what can we fufiermorc, 

V/iiat can we luffer worfe? — Is this then worft, 
I'l.tis fitting, thus confulting, thus in arms? 

What! when we fled amain, perfu’d and ftrook 165 
\V,th Heav’n’s affliding thunder, and befought 
The deep to Ihclter us ; this Hell then feem’d 
A refuge from thofe wounds: or when we lay 
( pain’d on the burning lake; that fure was worfe. 

V. 'iat if the breath that kindl’d thofe grim fires, 170 
Av/ak’d (hould blow them into fevenfold rage. 

And plunge us. in the flames? or from above 
Si'ouid in'termitted veng’ance arm again 
His red right hand to plague us? what if all 
Her llorcs-were open’d, and this firmament 175 
Of Hell Ihould fpout her cataradls of fire. 
Impendent horrors, ihreatning hideous fall 
' One day upon our heads; while we , perhaps 
Defuming or' exhorting glorious war, 

Aught in a fiery tempett fliall be hurl’d 180 

J adi on his rock transfixt, the fport and prey 
racking whirlwinds; or for ever funk 
Lndcr yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains; 

T!'.ere to converfe with everlaflihg groans^ 

Onrerpited , unpitied, unrepriev’d, j8j 

Ages of hopelefs end? this would be worfe. 

V/ar therefore, open or conceal’d, alike 
My voice difliiades; for what can force or guile 
\Vuh him, or who deceive his mind , whole eye 
Vicvvsall things at one view ! He from heav’n’s height 
,/A. l tiielc our "motions vain fees and derides; 19s 

INot 
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Not iTore almighty to refift our might-i 
Than wife to frullrate all our plots and wiles'. 

Shall we then live thus vile , the Race of Heav’n 
Thus trampl’d , thus expell’d , to fufFer here ipj 
Chains and thefe tomients.^ better thefe tjian worfe , 

By my advice; fmce Fate inevitable • 

Subdues us, and omnipotent decree. 

The vi(ffor’s will. To fuffer as to do, *. 

Our ftrength is equal, nor the law unjuft jOQ 

That fo ordains: This was at firft refolv'd 
If we were wife, againft fo great a foe 
Contending , and fo doubtful what might fall , 

I laugh , when thofe who at the fpear are bold 
And vent’rous , if that fail them , ftirink and fear ibj 
What yet they know muft follow, to endure 
Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain. 

The fentence of their conqu’ror : this is now 
Our doom ; which if w,e can fuftain and bear, 

Our lupreme foe, in time may much remit 2 io 
His anger, and perhaps thus far remov’d 
Not mind us not, offending , fatisfy’d " ' 

With what is puniftt’d : whence thefe raging fires 
Will n.iclcen , if Ins' breath ftir not their flames. 

Our purer eflence then will overcorne IXJ j 

Their noxious vapor ; or enur’d, not feel; 

Or chang’d at length , and to the place conform’d 
In temper and in nature, will receive j 

Fa mikar the fierce heat, and void of pain; I 

This horror will grow mild, this'darknefs, light: 2IQ 
Policies what hope the never-ending flight 

future days may firing, what chance, -what chan,ge 
Worth waiting, fince our prefent lot appears 
For happy though but ill, for ill not worft, 

Jf we procure not to our felves more woe. 22^ 

Thus Bblial with words clo#i’d ip reafon’s garb 
Covmfel’d ignoble cafe , and peaceful floth , 

Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake . 

Either 
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her to difin^hrone the King of Heav’n 
Wr yar, if war be beft , or to regain > Z3<i 
Oil )wn right loft. Him to unthrone we then 
lope, when everlafting Fate (hall yield' . 

To • ckle Chance, ^nd Chao i judge the ftrifc: 
Tht fortlier vain to hope argues as vain 
The 'atter: for what place can be for/us 13 j 
Wirl n Heav’n’s bound, unlefs Heav’n’s Lord fupremtf 
Wc I ver-power? fuppofe he (hould relent 
And ; oblifti grace to all, on promife made 
Of.ne V fubjqftion: with what eyes could we 
Stajid lit his prefence humble, and receive 24a 
Stridt laws impos’d, to celebrate his throne 
With warbled hymns, and to his Godhead fing 1 
Forc’d hallelujahs j while he lordly fits 
Our envy’d Sov’reign , and his altar breathes 
^mbrolial odors, and ambrofial flowers, 24J 

Our fcrvile offerings. This muft.be our task 
In Heav’n, ^ our delight: how wearifome 
Eternity fo fpend in worlhip paid 
To wiiom we hate ! let us not then perfue 
By force impoffible, by leave obtain’d 250 

Unacceptable , though in Heav’n , our ftate 
Of fplendid valtalage; but rather feek 
Our own good from ourfelves , and from our own 
Live to our felves, though in this vaft recefs. 

Free, and to none accountable, preferring zjj 
Hard liberty before the ealie yoke 
Of fervile pomp. Our greatnefs will appear 
Then iTioft confpicuous, when great things of fmali, 
ITeml of hurtfij, profperous of adverfe 
We' can create; and in what place fo e’er 260 
Thrive under evil, and work cafe out of pain , 
Through labor and indurance. This deep world 
C>f darknefs do we dread how oft amidft 
Tl'.ick clouds and dl|k doth Heav’n’s all-ruling Sire 
^hul'e to refide, his glory unobfeur’d, 16^ 

And V. ith the majefty of i^arkaefs rovind 
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Covers his throne ; from whence deep thunders roar 
Muft’ring iheir rage, and Heav’n\efembles Hell? » 
As he our darknefs, cannot we his light 
Imitate when we pleafe ^ this defart foil 270 

Wants not her hidden' luftre , gems and gold: 

Nor want we skill or art , from whence to raife 
Magnificence ; and what can Heav’n fhew more ? 
.Our torments alfo may in length of time 
Become our elements; thefe piercing fires 27 J 

As ioft as now fevere, our temper chang'd 
Into their temper; w'hich mufl: needs remove 
The feniible of pain . All things invite 
To peaceful counfels, and the I’ettled ftate ; 

Of order, how in fafety belt we may ■ 

Compote our prefent evils, with regard 
Of what we are and where, difmilling quite 
All thoughts of war. ---Ye have what I adSdfe. 


He fcarce had finifiit, when fuch murmur fill’d . ' 

Th' afTcmbly , as when hollow rocks retain ' i8j 
The found of blullring winds, which all night long. 
Had rouz’d the fea , now with hoarfe cadence lull ' • . 
Sea- faring men o’erwatch’d , whofe bark by chance, • 
Or Pinnace , anchors in a craggy bay 
After the temped; : fuch appiame was heard Zpo 
As Mammon ended , and his fentence pleas’d,’ 
Advifing peace: for fuch another field 
Tliey dreaded worfe than Hell: fo much the fear 
Of thunder, and the fword of Michael, 

Wrought dill within them; and no lefs defire zpj 
To found this nether Empire, which might rife. 

By policy , and long procefs of time , m 

In emulation oppofite to Heav’n. 

Which when Beelzebub perceiv’d ( than whom , 
Satan except, none h'igherfat) with grave 300 
Afpeft he rofe, and in his rifing feem’d 
A pillar of ftate; deep on his front engraven 
Deliberation fat , and public care ; 


And 
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■ counfd in his face yet Ihone, 

Majcftick though in ruin: fage {le Hood, 

With A T L A N T E A N ihouldcrs fit to bear 

Theweight- of mightieft monarchies; his look 
Prew audience and attention ftill as night ’ 

.• Orfumraer’s nooh-tide air, while thus he fpake 
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Lthdeal Vjrtues ! or thefc titles now 
JJluft we rdiounce, and changing ftyle be call’d 
Princes of Hell ? for fo the popular vote 

continue , and build up here 
A growing empire; doubtlefs I while we dream , nc 
And know/not that the king of Heav'n hath doom’d 
Ihis placfe our dungeon, not our fafe retreat ' 
Beyond his potent arm to live exempt 
From Heav’n’s high jurifdidion, in new league 
Banded againft his throne ; but to remain 
In ftriaelt bondage, though thus far remov’d. 

Under th’ inevitable curb, referv’d 
His captive multitude: P’or he, be fure , 

“L Height or depth, ftill fiift and laft wiirreio-n 
Sole King , and of his kingdom lofe no par? 

^ pnx ie:'ult; but over Hell extend ' 

His empire, and with iron fceptre rule 
Us here, as \\ith his golden rhofe in Heav’n . 

What lit we then projedling peace and war? 

War hath determin’d us, and foil’d with lofs 
Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 
oudifaf d or fought ; for what peace will be civ’ii 
lo us enflavd, but cullody fevere, 

, and arbitrary punilhment 
IntlHftcd? and what peace can w'e return ? -i ir 
But,- to our power, hoftility, and hate, 

Untain d rdu(ftance , and revenge , though flow . 

Yet ever plottuig how the conqueror leaft 
May reap his conqueft , and may leaft rejoice 
in doing what we raoft in luftcring feel? 3^0 

C Jslor 
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Nor will occafion want, nor»fliall we need 
With dangerous expeditionqto invade 
Heav'n, whofe high walls; fitar no 'alfault or fiego. 

Or ambulh from the deep: what if we find 
Some eafier enterprize ? ‘there is a place , 345 

( If ancient and prophetic fame in Heav’n 
Err not) another world, the happy feat 
Of forae new race call’d Man, about this time 
To be created like to us, though lefs 
In pow’r and excellence, but favor’d more 3^0 
Of him who rules above : fo was his will 
.Pronounc’d among the Gods, and by an oath, 

'Fhat ihook Heav’n’s whole circumference, confirm’d. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts , to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mold, 355 
Or fubfiance , how endu’d, and what their powT, 
And where their weaknefs, how attempted belt. 

By force or fubtlety. Though Heav’n be flnit. 

And Heav’n’s high arbitrator fit fecure 
In his own ftrength , this place may lye expos’d 360 
The utmoft border of his kingdom , left 
’Bo their defence who hold it: here perhaps 
S.ome advantagious a£l may .be atchiev’d ^ ’ 

By fudden onlet*, either with hell fire 

To wafte his whole creation, or poflefs 3(5y 

All as our own, and drive (as we are driv’n) 

The puny habitants; or if not drive. 

Seduce them to our party ,' that their God 
M ay prove their foe, and with repenting hand 
Aboliih his own works. This would furpafs ’ 370 
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 
In our confufion , and our joy iipraife 
In his difturbance; when his darling fons. 

Hurl’d headlong to partake with us, (hall curfe 
Their frail origm^l, and faded blifs, 375 

Faded fo foon . Advife if this be worth 
Attempting, or to fit in daiknefs here 
.Hatching vain empires. Thus Beelzebub 

Pleaded 
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Pleaded his'dcvililh counlel, firft devis’d 

By S At AN, and in part propos’d; for whence, 3§o 

But from the author of all ill , could fpring 

So deep a malice to confound the race 

Of mankind in one root,, and earth with hell 

To mingle and. involve , done all to fpite 

The great Creator? but their fpite ftill ferveS 

His glory to augment . The bold deilgn 

Pleas'd highly thofe infernal States, and joy 

Sparkl’d in all their eyes ; with full aflent 

They vote: whereat his Speech he thus renews ♦ 


Well have ye judg’d, well ended long debate, 390 
Synod of Gods! ana, like to what ye are, 

Great things refolv’d ; which from the loweft deep 
Will once more lift us up , in fpight of fateu 
’Nearer our ancient feat; perhaps in view \ 394 

- Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighbouring 
And opportune excurfion , we may chance [arms , 
Re -enter HeaV'n: or elfe in fome mild Zone 
Dw'ell not unvifited of Heav’n’s fair light 
Secure, and at the brightning orient beam 
Purge off this gloom : the foft delicious air, 400 
To heal th^ Icar of thefe corrofive fires 
Shall breathe her balm . But firft whom Jhall we fend 
In fearch of this new world ; whom ftiall we find 
SuMcient? who (hall tempt with wandring feet 
The "dark unbottom’d infinite abyfs, 405 

And through the palpable obfeure find out 
His uncouth way , or fpread his aery flight 
Upborn with indefatigable wings ^ 

Over the vaft abrupt, e’er he arrive 
The happy ifle? whatilrcngtli, whatartcanthen 410 
Sufice , or what evafion bear him fafc 
Through the ftrift fentetii^, and ftaiions thick 
Of Angels watching rouhd ? here he had need 
.All circumfpeiftion ; and we now no lefs 
Choice in our fuffrage: for on whom we fend, 415 
The weight of all and our laft hope relies . 
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This faid, he fat? and expectation held 
His look fufpenfe, awaiting who appear'd 
To fecond , or oppofe, or undertake 
The perilous attempt: But all fat miite, _iio 

Pondering the danger with deep thoughts; and each 
In others count’nance read his own difmay 
Artonilh’d: none, among the choice and prime 
Of thofe heav’n-warring champions, could be fouTid 
So hardy, as to proffer or accept 
Alone the dreadful voyage: till at laft 
Satan, whom now tranfeendent glory rais’d 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride 
Confeious of higheft worth , unmov’d thus fpake . 

O Progeny of Heav'n, empyreal Thrones! 430 
With reafon hath deep lilence and demur 
Seiz’d us, though undifmay’d: long is the way 
And hard , that out of Hell leads up to light. 

Our prifon llrong , this huge convex of fire, 

Outragious to devour, immures us round 435 

Ninefold : and gates of burning adamant 

Barr'd over us prohibit all egrefs 

Thefc pafs’d (if any pafs) the void profound 

Of uneffential night receives him next 

Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 44 3 

Threatens him , plung’d in that abortive gulf. 

If thence he fcape into whatever world. 

Or unknown region, what remains him lefs 
Than unknown dangers, and as hard efcape ? 

But I fnould ill become rhis throne, O Peers, 445 

And this imperial fov’reignty , adorn’d 

AVith fplendor, arm’d with pow’r, if ought propos’d 

And judg’d of public moment, in the fliape 

Of difficulty or danger could deter 

Me from attempting. Wherefore do I affurae 450 

Thcfe Royalties, and not refufe to reign, 

Refufing to accept as great a fhare 
Of hazard as of honor , due alike 
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To him who reigns , and fo much to him due 
Of hazard more, as he aliove the reft • 455 

High honor’d fits? Go therefore mighty PowVs, 
Terror of Heav’n, though fall’n; intend at home#: 
( While here (hall be our home ) what belt may cafe 
The prefent mifery , and render Hell 
More tolerable ; if there be cure or charm 
To refpite or deceive, or flack the pain 
Of this ill manfion. Intermit no watch 
Againft a wakeful foe, while I abroad 
Through all the coalt of dark deftrudtion feek 
Deliverance for us all : this enterprize 
None (hall partake with me. — Thus faying rofe 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply; 

Prudent, left from his refolution rais’d 
Others among the chief might offer now 
( Certain to be refus’d) what erft they fear’d; 470 
And fo refus’d might in opinion (land 
His rivals , winning cheap the high repute 
Which he through hazard huge muft earn . But they 
Dreaded not more th’ adventure than his voice 
Forbidding ; and at once with him they rofe: 47$ 

Their rifing all at once was as the found 
Of thunder heard remote. Towards him they bend 
With awful reverence prone; and as a God 
Extol him equal to the higheft in Heav’n ; 

Nor fail’d they to exprds how much they prais’d, 480 
That for the general lafety he defpis’d 
His own: t,for neither do the fpirits damn’d 
Lofe all their virtue ; left bad men Ihould boaft 
Their fpecious deeds on earth, which glory excites; 
Or clofe ambition varnilh’d o’er with zeal.) 485 
Thus they their doubtful confultations dark 
Ended, rejoicing in their matchlets Chief; 

As when from mountain tops the dusky clouds 
Afccnding, while the 'north- wind fleeps, o’er-fpread 
Heav’ns chearful face, the lowring element 490 
Scowls o’er the darken’d landfcape fnow , or (howre : 

C 3 If 
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If chance the radiant Sun with farewel fweet 
Extend his ev’ning beam , the fields revive , 

The birds their notes renew , and bleating herds 
Atteft their joy , that hill and valley rings. 49 y 
O (hame to men ! Devil with Devil damn’d 
Firm concord holds; men only difagree • 

Of creatures rational , though under hope 
Of he^v’nly grace, and God proclaiming peace. 
Yet live in hatred, enmity and ftrife . joo 

Among themfelves, and levy cruel wars. 

Wading the earth , each other to deftroy ; 

As if (which might induce us to accord) 

Man had not hellilh foes enow befides, . 

That day and night for his deftruftion wait, yoy 

The Stygian council thus dilToiv’d. and forth 
In order came the grand infernal Peers; 

’Mid.ft came their mighty Paramount, and feem’d 

Alone th’ antagonift of Heav’n , nor lefs 

Than Hell’s dread Emperor, with pomp fuprtrne, 5 iq 

And God -like imitated ftate; him round 

A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos’d 

With bright imblazonry , and horrent arms, 

Then of their fefiion ended they bid cry 
With trumpets regal found the great refult : yiy 

Tow’rds the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the founding alchymy. 

By heralds voice explain’d : the hollow Abyfs 
Heard far and wide, and all the hoft of Hell 
Withdeafning fliout return’d them loud acclaim, jzq 

Thence more at eafe their minds, and fomewhat rais’d 
By falfe prefumpruous hope , the ranged Pow’rs 
Disband, and wand’ring, each his feveral way 
Perfues, as inclination or fad cjioice 
l.ea.is him perplext , where he m.iy likelieft find jzy 
Truce to his rclUefs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkfome hoi^rs 1 till his great chief rei(itn . 

• Part 
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Part on the plain, or in the air fuMime 
Upon the wing, or in fwift race contend. 

As at th’ O t Y M p I A N games or Pythian fields : 
Part curb their fiery fteeds, or Ihun the goal 531 
With rapid wheels , or fronted brigads form . 

As when to warn proud cities , war appears 
Wag’d in the troubl’d sky , and armies rufli 
To battel in the clouds, before each van 535 
Prick forth the aery Knights , and couch their fpewrs 
Till thickeft legions clofe; with feats of arms 
From either end of heav’n the welkin burns . 

Others, with vaft Typh/ean rage, more fell 
Rend up both rocks and hills, ana ride the air 540 
In whirlwind: Hell fcarce hslds the wild uproar. 

As when Alcioes from OEchalia crown’d 
With conquell, telt th’invenom’d robe, and tore 
Through pain up by the roots Thessalian pines , 
And L I c H A s from the top of O E t a threw 545 
Into th’ En B o I c Sea . Others more mild , 
Retreated in a filent valley, fing 
With notes angelical to many a harp 
Their own heroic deeds and haplefs fall 
By doom of battel; and complain that Fate 550 
Free virtue fhould inthrall to force or chance. 

Their fong was partial , but rhe harmony 
(What could it lefs when fpirits immortal ling?) 
Sufpended Hell, and took with ravilhment 
The thronging audience. In difcourfc more fweet 555 
(For eloquence the foul, fong charms the fcnfc) 
Others apart fat on a bill retir’d. 

In thoughts more elevate , and reafon’d hi^h, 

Of providence , foreknowledge, will and tate, 

Fixt fate, free will, foreknowledge abfolutc; 560 
And found no end, in wandring mazes lolt. 

Of good -and evil much they argu’d then. 

Of nappinefs and final mifery , 

Paffioh and apathy, and glory and lhamc, 

Vain wifdQm all, and fah'e philofophy; 5C5 
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Vet with a pleafing forcery could charm 
Pain for a while , or apguifh ; and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th’obduface breail. 
y/ith ttubborn patience, as with triple ftecl, 
^/Another part, in fquadrons and grols bands, 5’7.> 
On bold adventure to difcover wide 
That difmal world , if any clime perhaps 
Might yield them ealier habitation , bend 
Four ways their flying march, along the banks 
Of four infernal rivers, that difgoige 
Into the burning lake their baleful llreams: 

Abhorred S t r x , the flood of deadly hate ; 

Sad A c HERON, of forrow black and deep ; 

C o c Y T u .s , nam’d of lamentation loud 

Heard on the rueful Itrcam ; fierce Phlt.geton, 580 

Whofe waves of torrent fire inflame wi'b rage. 

Far off from thefe a flow and lilent flream , 

LixHE the river of oblivion, ro.ls 
Her wairy labyrinth ; whereof who drinks, 

Forthwith his former hate and being forgets, 585 
Forgets both joy and grief, plcafurc and pain . 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual florms 
Of whirlwind and dire hail; which ©n firm land 
Thaws- not, bur gathers heap, and ruin leems 590 
Of ancienr pile ; all elfe deep fnow and ice ; 

A gulf profound, , as that S e k b o n i a n bog 
Bptwixt D A M I A T A and. mount C a s i u s old , 
"^hefc armies whole have funk; the pardiing air 
iiiirns fror^ , and cold performs th’ effect of fire . 595 
Thither by diarpy- footed Furies hal’d 
At, certain, .revolutions, all the damn’d 
Are bfought ; and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce' extremes, extremes by change more tierce ! 
From beds of raging fire to ftarve in jcc 600 

Their foft ethereal warmth, and there to pine 
Immoveable, infixt, ^nd frozen round, 

Periods of time; iKence hurried hack to tire. 

They 
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They ferry over this Lethean Sound 
Rr>:h to and fro, their forrow to augment, doj 
A-t: wjllt , and llruggle as they pafs, to reach 

le tempting ftream , with one fmall drop to lofc 
!'■ 'vveet forgetfuleefs all pain and woe, , 

A.'l m one moment, and fo near the brink: 

Bu“ Fate withftands, and to oppofe th’ attempt 6 io 
Ni DusA with Gorgonian terror guards 
The ford, and of itfelf the water flies 
A ! tafte of living wight; as once it fled 
T i.c lip of T A N T A L u s . Thus roving on 
l:i confus’d march forlorn th’ advent’rous bands 615 
With (huddring horror pale, and eyes agafl: 

View’d firft their lamentable lot, and found 
No reft ? through many a dark and dreary vale 
Th.*y pafs’d, and many a region dolorous, 

»)er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, djo 

K'jcks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, & lhadcs of death ; 
A univerfe of death , which G o n by curfe 
(heated evil, for evil only good, 

V. aere all life dies-, death lives, and nature breeds, 
P.-rverfe, all monflrous, all prodigious things, 

A bominable, inutterable; and vvon'e 

Tii m Fables yet have feign’d, or fear conceiv’d , 

G o R G o N s and H y d r a’s and Chimeras dire . 

Mean while the adverfary of God and man, 
Satan , with thoughts inflam’d of higheftdelign, 630 
Furs on fwift wings, and tow’rds the gates of Hell 
F/iplores his foliury flight: fometimes 
He fcours the right-hand coaft, fometimes the left: 
Now lhaves with level wing the deep; then foars 
I'p to the fiery concave tovvring high, 635 

A; when far off at fea a fleet defery’d. 

Unrigs in the clouds by iT.quinodial winds 
( ‘ole failing from Ben gala, or the ifles 
Of FfcRNATE and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
'i DCir fpicy drugs ; they on the trading flood 640 
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Through the wide t h i o p i a n , to the Cape 
Ply Hemming nightly tow’rd the Pole ; So feem’d 
Far off the flying Fiend. At laft appear 
Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid roof; 

And thrice threefold the gates ; three folds were brafs. 
Three iron, three of adamantine rock, 646 

Impenetrable, impal’d with circling fire. 

Yet unconfum’d. Before the gates there fat 
On either fide a formidable lhape; 

The one Teem'd woman to the wafle, and fair, 650 
But ended foul in many a fcaly fold , 

Voluminous and valt ! a ferpent arm’d ; 

With mortal fling: about her middle round 
A cry of hell-hounds never ceafing bark’d 
With wide Cerberian moutbs full loud, and rung 
A hideous peal: vet, when they lift, would creep, 656 
If ought difturb'a their noife, into her womb. 

And kennel there , yet there ftill bark’d , and howl’d 
Within, unfeen. Far lefs abhorr’d than thefe 
Vex’d ScYLLA, bathing in the fea that parts 660 
Calabria from the hoarfeTRiN acrian fliorcj 
Nor uglier follow the Night-Hag , when call'd 
In fccret, riding through the air (he comes 
Lur’d with the fmell of infant blood, to dance 
With Lapland witches, while the lab’ringMoon 665 
Eclipfes at their charms. The other lhape, 

If (hape it might be call’d that lhape had none 
Difttnguilhable in member, joint, or limb. 

Or fubftance might be call’d that lhadow feem’d , 

For each feem’d either; black it flood as night, 670 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as hell, ' . 

And Ihook a dreadful dart; what feem’d his head , 
The likenefs of a Kingly crown had on . 

Satan was now at hand, and' from his feat 
The monller moving, onward came as fall 675 
With horrid ftrides , Hell trembled as he ftrode. 

Th’ undaunted Fiend what this might be admir’d , 
Admir’d, not fear'd; God and his Son except. 

Created 
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Created thing not valued he nor (hun’d; 

And with difdainful look thus firft began. 680 

Whence and what art thou, execrable fliape. 

That dar’ft , though grim and terrible , advance 
Thy mifcrcated front athwart iny way 
To yonder gates through them I mean to pafs. 
That be aflur’d, without leave ask’d of thee. 685 
Retire , or tafte thy folly , and learn by proof, 
Hell-born ! not to contend with fpirits of Heav’n, 

To whom the Goblin full of wrath reply’d; 

Art thou that Traitor-Angel , ' art thou he , 

Who firft broke peace in Heav’n , and faith, till then 
Unbroken ; and in proud rebellious arms 691 

Drew after him the third part of Heav’n’s fons. 
Conjur’d againft the»Higheft; for which both thou 
And they outcaft from' G o p , are here condemn’d 
To watte eternal days in woe and pain.^ 695 
And reckon’ft thou thy felf with fpirits of Heav’n , 
Hell-doom’d I and breath’ft defiance here and fcorn 
Where I reign King , and to enrage thee more , 

Thy King and Lord.^ Back to thy punifhment, 

Falfe fugitive! and to thy fpeed add wings; 700 
Left with a whip of fcorpions I perfue 
Thy lingnng; or with one Itrokc of this dart 
Strvge horror feije thee, and pangs unfelt before. 

So fpake the griefly Terror, and in ftjape, 

So fpeaking and' fo threatning, grew tenfold 705 
More dreadful and deform. On th’ other fide 
Incens’d with indignation Satan flood 
Unterrify’d ; and like a Comet burn’d , 

That fires the length of Ophiucus huge 
In th’ardic sky, and from his horrid hair 710 
Shakes peflilence and war . Each *t the head 
Lcvel’d his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No fccond ttroke intend ; and fuch a frown 

Each 
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Each caft at th’ other,-’ as -whis two black clouds 
With Heav’n’s artill’ry fraught, come rattling on 71^ ^ 

Over the Caspian; then Hand front to front 
Hov'ring a fpace , till winds thift. fignal blow 
To join their dark encounter 1 h mid air: 

So frown’d the mighty combatants , that Hell 
Grew darker at their frown : fo match’d they flood, 71^ 

For never but once more’ was cither like 
To meet fo great a foe. Apd now great deeds 
Had been atchiev^^ whereof all Hell had rung., 

Had not the fna% forcerefs that fat 
Eaft by hell-gate; and kept the fatal key, 71^ 
Ris’n , and wit|i hideous outcry rulh’d between . 

father! ^hat intends thy hand, flic cry’d, 

Againft thy only'foh ? What fury, O fon, 

PolTcnes thee, to Bend that mortal dart 
Againft thy father’s head? andknow'ft for whom; 73Q 
For him who l^ts above , and laughs the while 
At thee ordain’d' his drudge, to execute 
Whate'er his wrath, which he calls juftice, bids. 

His wrath, which one day will'deftroy ye both. 

She fpak?, and at her words the helhfli peft 735 
Forbore ; flien thefe to her Satan return’d . 

V I 

So'ftfange thy outcry, and thy words fo ftrangc 
Thgiu jnterpofeft , that my fudden hand 
Presented /pares to tell thee yet ^>y deeds. 

What if intends; till firft I know of thee, 740 
What thing thou art, thus double-form’d ; and why. 

In -this infernal vale firft met, thou call’d 
Md.fatb*^, and that phanta’m call’ll: my fon; 

I ifcnowdhee not, nor ever faw till now 
S/ght Ji^e detertable than him, and thee. 745 
f . -vr • 

i' T- wb^h thus the-porirefs of hell-gate reply’d ; 
l^u forgot me then, and do I feem 

Now 
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Now in thine eye once deem’d fo fair 

In i-icav’n, when at\h'»■^l^^embIy , and in fight 
Oi' .vi the Seraphim , ’^hh thee combin’d 750 
In hold confpiracy againil Heav’n’? King, 

A;^ on a Aidden miferabie pain 
Siir,':!7.’d thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy fwum 
!i d.i-icnefs: while thy head flames thick and faft 
hvi w forth ; till on the'left fide op’ning wide, yjy 
I 1 .c:t to thee in lhape and counc’nance bright 
Then fhining heav’nly fair, a Goddefs arm'd. 

Out of thy head Ifprung: amazement feiz’d 
All th’ holt of Heav’n ; back: they recoil’d afraid 
At firft, and call*d me Sin; and for a fign 
Portentous held me: but familiar grown, 

I pleas’d , and with attradtive gracesAwon 
The molt averfe, thee chiefly, who full oft 
("rhv felf in me thy perfedt image viewing) 
iiecam’lt inamor’d, and fuch joy thou took’ft 
With me in fecret, that my womb conceiv’d 
A growing burthen. Mean while war arofe. 

And fields were fought in Heav’n; wherein remain’d 
( For what could elfe ) to our almighty foe 
Clear vidtory; to our part lofs and rout, 770 

Through all the empyrean : down they felt * 

Di’.v’n headlong from the pitch of Heaven, down 
Jn*^o this deep; and in the gen’ral fall . 

I alfo: at which time this powerful»,key 
Into my hand was giv’n, with charge to keep 
Tilde gates for- ever Ihut, which none can pafs 
^’>’1^0111 my op’ning. Penfive here I fat 
Alone, but long I fat not, till my womb 
Pregnant by thee, and now exceffive grown. 
Prodigious motion felt and rueful throes: 

At lafi this odious offspring whom thou feeft. 

Thine own begotten , breaking violent way- . ' 
Tore through my intrails, that with fear and pain 
Diftorted, all my nether fhape thus grew! 
Transform’d: but he my inbred enemy ‘ 787 

Forth 
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Forth iflu’d, brandilhing.his fatal dart, . 

Made to deftroy: I fled , and cry'd out Dbath! 

Hell trembl’d at the hideous name , ^and ligh'd 
From all her caves, and back refouhded , Death!'- 
I fled, but he perfu’d (though lyrore, it feeins, 700 
Inflam’d with luft than rage) a*d fwifter far. 

Me overtook his mother, ^11 difmay’d, 

And in embraces forcibl^^nd foul 
Ingcndring with me, pf that rape begot 
Thefe yelling monfters j- that with cealelefs cry 
Surround me, as thou fawft, hourly conceiv'd 
And hourly born , with forrow infinite. 

To me, for yhen they lift into the womb 
That bred t)fem they return , and howl and gnaw • • 
My bowels, their repaft; then burfting forth 800 
Afrefh vti'ith confeious terrors vex me round, * - 
That 4 eft or intermiflion none I find. 

Before mine eyes in oppofition fits 
Grim Death my fon and foe; who fets them 
And me^his parent would full foon devour 
For want of other prey, but that he knows 
His end with mine involv’d ; and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter morfcl, and his bane,. 
Whenever that fhall be; fo Fate pronounc’d. 

But thou O father! I forewarn thee,- Ihun 
His deadly arrow; neither vainly hopc,...j. 

To be invuln’rable in thofe bright arms-, ' . 

Though temper’d heav’nly; for that mortal .dint. 

Save he who reigns above, none can refiftj. 


on , 
8q5 


810 


She finifli’d, and the fubtle Fiend his lore 81.5 
Soon learh’d , now milder, and thus anfwcr’d fmooth.. 

Dear daughter, fince thou claim’ll me for thy fire, 
And my fair fon here (how’ll me (the dear pledge - 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heav’n , and joys 
T hen fweet,now fad to mention, thro’ dire change 8x0 
Bcruil’n us unford'cen, unthougbt of) know 

I come 
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I come no enemy , but to fet free 
From out this dark and difmal houfc of pain , 

Both him and thee ^ and all the heav’nly hoft 
Of fpirits that ( in our juft pretenfes arm’d , ) 8z j 

Fell with us from on high : from them I go 
This uncouth errand foie; and one for all 
My felf expofe, with lonely fteps to tread 
Th’ unfounded deep , and through the void immenfe 
To fearch with wandring queft a place foretold 830 
Should- be , and , by concurring fgns, ere now 
Created, vaft and round; a place of blifs 
In the pourlieus of Heav’n , and therein plac’d 
A race of upftart creatures, to fupply 
Perhaps our vacant room; though more remov’d, 835 
Left Heav’n furcharg’d with potent multitude 
Might hap to move new broils. Be this, or ought 
Than this more fecret, now defign’d, I bafte 
.To' know, and this once known, (hall foon return. 
And bring ye to 'the place where thou and Death 
Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen 841 
Wing filenily the buxom air, imbalm’d 
With odors: there ye ftiall be fed, and fill’d 
Immeafurably , all things (hall be your prey . 

He ceas’d, for'bothfeem’d highly pleas’d, and Death 
Grinn’d horrible a ghaftly fmile, to hear 84(5 
His famine ftiould be fill’d , and bleft his maw 
Deftin’d to that good hour : no lefs rejoic’d 
His mother bad , and thus befpake her fire : 

The ktsy of this infernal pit by due , 850 

And by command of Hcav’n’s all-powerful King, . 

I Ijecp; by him forbidden to unlock 
Thefc adamantine gates; againft all force 
Death ready ftands to interpofe his dart, . 

Fearlcfs to be o’cnnatch’d by living wight. 855 
But what owe I ro his commands above 
Who hales me, and hath hither thruft me down 

Into 
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Into this gloom of Tartarus profound , 

To fit in hateful office here confin'd. 

Inhabitant of Heav’n , and heay’ftly-born, 26 o 
Here in perpetual agony and pain , 

With terrors and witn clamors compafs’d -round , 

Of mine own brood, that on my howels feed? 

Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 
My being gav’ft me; whom Ihould I obey .865 
But thee,.^ whom follow.'* thou wilt bring me foon... 
To that new world of light and bills, among 
The Gods who live at eale, where I (hall reign 
At thy light' hand voluptuous, as befeems 
'^■'hy daughter and thy darling, without end.' 870 

Thus faving, from her fide the fatal key, 

Sad inflrument of all our woe! fhe took; 

And tow’rds the gate rolling her befliai trajn , 
Forthwith the huge Portcullis high’up-drew ; 

Wiiich but lier felf, not all the Stygian Pow’rs 87 y 
Could once liave mov’d: then in the key-hole turns 
Th’ intricate wards, and every holt and bar 
Of mafiie iron , or folid rock , with eafe 
Unfaflens: on a fudden open fly 
Wiih impetuous recoil and jarring found S80 

Th' infernal doors , arid on their hinges grate 
Harlh thunder, that the lowdl'bottom ihook 
Of h rerus. She open’d, but to Ihut 
EMCcll'd her pow''r; the gates wide open flood, 

'j h.u with extended wings a banner’d hoft, 885 
Umier fpread enfigns marching, might pafs through 
■With hoTle and chariots rank’d m loofe array. 

So "wide they flood; and like a furnace mouth 
('afl forth redounding fmokc and ruddy flame: 

I'.efore their eyes in fudden view aj'pear . 890 

'The fecrets of the hoary deep , a daik 
Illimitable ocean witliour bound, 

Without dimenlicn, where length, breadth, and height 
And time and ph.ee aie loll; where cldcll Night 

And 
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And Chaos, anceftors of Nature, hold 89 j 

Eternal anarchy , amidft the noife 
Ot endlefs wars ,, and by confufion ftand : 

For hot , cold, moift, and dry, four champions fierce * 
Strive here for maft'ry , and to battel bring 
Their embryon atoins ; they around the flag 900 
Of each his fedion , in their fev’ral elans , 
Light-arm’d or heavy, fharp , fmooth, fwift or flow, 
Sw^rm populous, un-numbred as the fands 
Of Barca or Ctrene’s torrid foil* 

Levi’d to fide with warring winds, and poife 90 j 
Their lighter wing. To whom thefe moft adhere. 
He rules a moment} Chaos umpire fits, 

And by decifion more embroils the fray 
By which he reigns : next him high arbiter 
Change governs all. Into this wild abyfs, 910 
fThe womh of Nature, .and perhaps her grave,) 

Of neither fea , nor' ftioar , nor air , nor fire. 

But all thefe in their pregnant caufes mix’d 
Confus’dly , and which thus muft ever fight , 

(Unlefs th’ Almighty Maker them ordain 915 
His dark materials to Create more worlds) 

Into this wild ^ihyfs the wary Fiend 

Stood on the brink of Hell, and look’d a while, 

Pond’ring his voyage; (for no narrow frith 

He had to crofs ) : nor Vas his ear lefs peal'd 920 

With noifes loud and ruinous (to compare 

Great things with fntall) than when Bellona ftorms, 

With all her batt’ring engins bent to rafe 

Some capital city; or lefs than if this frame' 

Of heav'n were falling, and thefe elements 925 

In mutiny had from her axle torn 

The ftedfaft earth . At laft his fail-broad vans . 

He fpreads for flight , and in the Purging fmoke 
Uplifted fpurns the ground: thence many a league. 
As in a cloudy chair , afeending rides 93O 

Audacious; but that feat foon failing,. meets 
A yaft vacuity : all unawares - - 

D . Flut- 
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Flutt’ring his pennons vain, plumb down he drops 
Ten rhoufand fathom deep , and to this hour 
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 
The ftrong rebuff of iome tumultuous cloud , 

Inftinft with fire and nitre, hurried him 
As many miles aloft: that fury flay’d) 

Quencht in a boggy fyrtis ,^ieither fea. 

Nor good dry land, nigh founder’d on he fares , 94c 
Treading the crude confiflence, half on foot , 

Half flying; behooves him nov 4 both oar and fail . 

As when a gryfon, through the wildernefs 
With winged coiirfe o’er hill or moory dale , 

Perfucs the Akimaspian, who by ftealth 945 
Had from his w'akeful cuflody purloin’d 
The guarded gold : fo eagerly the Fiend 
/'O’er bog or fleep, through ftrait, rough, denfe, or rare. 
With head , hands, wings or feet perfues his way ; 
And fwims,or links, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 95c. 
At length a univerfall hubbub wild 
Of ftunning founds , and voices all confus’d , 

Born through the' hallow dark aflaults his ear 
With loudeft vehemence: thither he plies. 

Undaunted to meet there whatever Pow’r , 

Or fpiiit of the nethermoft abyfs , 

Might in tliat noife refide, of whom to ask 
Which way the neareft coaft of darknefs lies 
Bordering on light: when ftrait behold the throne 


955 


96c 


Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion fpread 
Wide on the wafteful deep : with him inthron’d 
Sate fable-veiled Night, eldeft of things , 

The confort of his reign : and by them ftood 
O R c H u s and A d e s , and the dreaded name 
Of Demogorgon : Rumor irext and Chance , 

And Tumult and Confusion all imbroil’d , 
And Discord with a thoufand various mouths . 
T’v/hom Satan turning boldly, thus. — YePow’rs, 
And fpirits of this nethermoft Abyfs, 

Chaos and antient Night, I come no fpy 07c 

With 
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With purpofe to explore or to dilturb 
The fecrets of your realm , but by conftraint 
W andring this darkfome defart , as tny way 
Lies through your fpacious empire up to light* 

Alone, and without guide, half loft, I feck 97^ 
What readieft path leads Vrhere your gloomy bounds 
Confine with Heav’n : or if fome other place 
From your dominion won, th’ ethereal King 
Pofteftes lately, thither to arrive 
I travel this profound* direifl my courfc;' 980 
• Diredled, no mean recompenfe it brings 
To your behoof, if 1 that region loft* 

All ufurpation thence expell’d, reduce 
To her original darkncfs, and your fway, 

^ Which is my pfefent journey ) and once more 985 
Ereft the ftandard there of antient Night; 

Yours be th’ advantage all, mine the revenge. 

Thus Satanj and him thus the Anarch old* 

With fault’ring fpcech and vifage incompos’d , 

Anfwer’d . I know thee, ftranger, who thou art , 990 
That mighty leading Angel, who of late 
Made head againftHeav’n’s King, though overthrown* 

I faw and heard ; for fuch a num’rous hoft 
Fled not in filence through the frighted deep. 

With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout* 99 J 

Confufion worfe confounded: and Heav’n gates 
Pour’d out by millions her vidorious bands 
Perfuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep rcfidence; if all I can will ferve* 

That little which is left fo to defend , tooo 

Encroacht on ftill through our inteftine broiles , 
Weakning the fceptre of old Night: firft Hell , 

Your dungeon , ftretching far and wide beneath *. 

Now lately Heav’n and Earth , another world 
Hung o’er my realm , link'd in a golden chain , 1005 
To til It fide Heav’n from whence your legions fell i 
If that way be your walk, you have not far; 

D z So 



Digitized by Google 


■ ~r ' 


5 t PARADISE L C 5 T. Book = 

So much the nearer danger: go and fpeed! 

Havoc, and fpoil, and ruin arc my gain. 

He ceas’d; and Satan ftaid not t* reply, , j 
But glad that now his fea ihould find a ihorc, 

With frefh alacrity, and force renew'd. 

Springs upward like a pyramid o " fire 

Into the wild expanfe ; and through the fhock 

Of fighting elements , on all fides round i - • 

Environ’d ^ wins his way : harder befet 

And more endanger’d, than when An go pafs’ci 

Through Bosphorus, betwixt Ihejullling rc'\t : 

Or when U l v s s e s on the larboard ihunn'd 

Charybdis; and by th’ other whirlpool fteerd. ret-.-' 

So he with difficulty and labor hard 

Mov’d on ; with difficulty and labor he ; 

But he once paft, foon after when man fell. 

Strange alteration ! S i n and Death amain 
Following his track '(fuch was the will of Heav’- ’ ;• 
Pav’d after him a broad and beaten way, i.-...: 
Over the dark abyfs, whofe boiling gulf 
Tamely endur’d a bridge of wond’rous length , 

From Hell continu’d reaching th’ utmoil orb 
Of this fra jl world ; by which the fpirits perverfe - 
With eafie intercourfe pafs to and fro 
To tempt or punifh mortals, except whom 
God and good Angels guard by fpccul grace. 

Btit now at lafl the facred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of Heav’n • ^ 
Shoots far into the bofom, of dim night 
A glimmering dawn: here Nature fiift, begins 
Her fartheft verge, and Chaos to retire. 

As from her outmofl works a broken foe, 

With tumult lefs and with-lefs hoftile din; .‘c.-,: 
That Satan .with lefs toil , and now with cafe 
Wafts on the calmer v/ave byidubious light; 

And like a weather beaten vcflel holds 
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Gladly the port , though Ihrouds and tackle torn : 
Or in the emptier walte, refembling air, 104$ 
Weighs his fpread wings, at leafure to behold 
Far oflf th’ empyreal Heav’n , extended wide 
In circuit, undetermin'd fquare or round: 

With opal tow’rs, and baitlemens adorn’d 
Of living faphir, Once his native feat: X050 

And fail by hanging in a golden chain 
This pendent world, in bignefs as a liar 
Of fmalleft magnitude, dole by the moon. 
Thither full fraught with mifehievous revenge, 
.^ccurft, and in a curfed hour he hies< xojj 
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BOOK III. 


The ARGUMENT. 

God fitting on his throne fees Satan fifing towards this 
world , tbsn newly created ; fioews him to the Son 
who fat at his right hand-, foretolls the fucces of Stiza. 

' in perverting mankind : clears his own jufiice andwtfi 
dom from all imputation , having created Man free , 
and able enough tc have wtthfiood his tempter ; yet de- 
clares bis purpofe of grace towards him , in regard he ' 
fell not of his oxun malice, as did Satan, but by him 
feduc'd. The Son of Goo renders ^raifts to his Father 
^ for the man'tfefiatbn of his gracious purpofe towards 
Man ; but G o n again, declaret , that grace cannot be 
extended towards Man without the fati\faHion of di- 
vinc jttfiice ; Alan hath offended the majefiy of Go ^ 
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by afpirmg to Godhead , and therefore with all his pro 
geny devoted to death muji die , unlefs fome one can be 
found fufficient to anpwcr for his offince, and undergo 
his punijbment. The Son of G ox> freely offers him 
felf a ranfom for Man : the Father accepts him 
ordains his incarnation, pronounces his exaltation above 
all names in heaven and earth ; commands all the 
Angels to adore him ; they obey , and hymning to their 
harps in full quire, celebrate the Father and the Son. 
Meanwhile Satan alights upon the bare convex of thit 
world's outermofi orb ; where wdndring he firjl finds 
'a place, fince call'd the Limbo 0/ Vanity; what per- 
fans and things fly up thither ; thence comes to the 
gate of Heaven , defcrib'd afcending by flairs , and the 
waters above the firmament that flow about, it : his 
pttjfage thence to the orb of the Sun : he finds there Uriel 
the regent of that orb', but firfi changes him felf into 
she jhape of a meaner Angel ; and pretending a zealous 
defire to behold the new creation, and Man whom Gon 
hath plac'd here, inquires of him the place of his habita- 
tion, and is direbled ; alights firfi on mount Niphates. 

AIL holy light , offspring of Heav’n 
8 a firilborn ! 

g ? Or of th’ Eternal coeternal beam ! 

C r May I exprefs thee unblain’d ( fince Gon 

is light. 

And never but in unapproached light 

Dwelt from eternity; dwelt then in thee, 5 

Bright effluence of bright elTcnce increaie ! 

Or hear’ft thou rather pure ethereal ftream , 

Whofe fountain who (hall tell ? before the Sun , 
Before the heav’ns thou wert , and at the voice 
Of G o D , as with a mamle didft inveft iqs 

The rifing world of waters dark and deep , 

Wqh from the void and formlefs infinite. 

Thee I rc-vifit now with bolder Ving, 

Efcap’d the S t y ^ I A n pool , tho’ long detain’d 
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In that obfcure fojourn ; while in my flight 15 

Through utter and through middle darknefs born , 
■With other notes than, to th’ O n p h b a n lyre , 

I fung of Chaos and eternal Night; 

Taught by the heav’nly Mufe to venture down 
The dark defeent , and up to re-afeend, to 

Tho’ hard and rare. Thee I revifit fafe. 

And feel thy fov’reign vital lamp ; but thou 
Revifit’ft not thefe eyes , that rowl in vain 
To find thy piercing ray . and find no dawn ; 

So thick a drop ferene^ith quench’d their orbs, zj 
Or dim fuffufion veil’d . Yet not the more 
Ceafe I to wander, where the Mufes haunt. 

Clear fpring , or fhady grove , or funny hill , 

Smit with the love ot (acred fong: but chief 
Thee Sion, and the flowry brooks beneafli, 30 
That wafh thy hallow’d feet, and warbling flow. 
Nightly I vilit: nor fometimes forget 
Thofe other two equal’d with me in fate, 

(So were I equal’d with them in renown ! ) 

Blind T H A M.YK 1 s , and blind Maonides, 35 
And Tires IAS, and P h 1 n e u s Prophets old . 
Then feed on thoughts , that voluntary move 
Harmonious numbers ; as the wakeful bird 
Sings darkling, -and in Ihidiefl covert hid 
Tunes her noftiimal note. Thus with the year 40 
Seafons return , but nor to me returns'' 

Day , or the fweet approach of ev’n or mora. 

Or light of vernal bloom , or fummer’s rofe , 

Or flocks , or herds , or human face divine : 

But cloud inftead, and ever-during dark 45» 

Surrounds me; from the chearful ways of men 
Cut olf; and for the book of knowledge fair, 
Prefented with a univerfal blank 
Of nature’s works, to me expung’d and ras’d, 

And wifdom at one entrance quite Ihut out ! ^ 

So much the rather thou coeleftial light. 

Shine inward , and the mind through' ail her pow’rs - 
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Irradiate ; there plant eyes ; all mift from thence 
Purge and difperfe ; that 1 may fee and tell 

Of things invifible to mortal fight. 5; 

% 

Now had th’ Almighty Father from above • 
(From the pure empyrean where he fits 
High thron’d above 4 l height ) bent down his eye , 
His own works and their works at once tp view . 
About him all the SanAities of Heav’n , 60 

Stood thick as liars , and from his fight receiv’d 
Beatitude paft utt’rance: qn his right 
The radiant image of his glory fat , 

His only Son. On earth he firft beheld 

Our two firft parents, yet the only two 6 s 

Of mankind, in the happy garden plac’d, 

4^eaping immortal fruits of joy and love; 

Uninterrupted joy, unrival’d love 

In blifsful folitude. He then Ihrvey’d 

Hell and the gulf between , and Satan there 70 

Goading the wall of Hcav'n on this fide night. 

In the dun air fiibliine; and ready now 
To ftoop with wearied wings , and willing feet 
On the bare ouifide of this world , that feem’d 
Firm land imbpfom’d without firmament; 75 

Uncertain which , in ocean or in air . 

Him God beholding from his profpcdl: high , 
Wherein paft, prefent, future he beholds, 

Thus to^ Ws only SpN fprefeeing fpajce. 

Only begotten Son, feed thou what rage 8 q 
T t^nfports our adverfai7 , whom no bounds 
Prcfcrib’d, no bars of Hell, npr all the chains 
Heap’d on him there, nor yet the main Abyfs 
Wide interrupt, can hold? So bent he feems 
On defpemte revenge, that lhall redound 85: 

Upon his own rebellious bead. And now 
Through all reftraint broke loofe, he wings his way 
Nqt far oft" Heav’n , in the precintfts of light , 
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Dire< 31 y towards the new created world , 

And man there plac'd; with purpofe to aflay go 
If him by force he can deftroy , or worfe / 

By fome falfe guile pervert ; and fhall pervert ; 

For man will heark’n to his glozing lies , 

And eafily tranfgrefs the foie command. 

Sole pledge of his obedience ; fo will fall , 9 j 

He and his faithlefs progeny. Whofe fault 
Whofc but his own ^ Ingrate ! he had of me 
All he could have: I made him jull and right, 
SuflScient to have flood, though free to fail . 

Such I created all th’ ethereal Pow’rs, roo 

And fpirits,both them who flood and them who fail’d : 
Freely they flood who flood, and fell who fell. 

Not free , what proof could they have giv’n fincere 
Of true allegiance, conflant faith or love. 

Where only what they needs muft do, appear'd, 105 
Not what they would ? w'hat praife could they receive ^ 
What pleaflire I from fuch obedience paid , 

When will and reafon (reafon alfo is yhoice) 

Ufelefs and vain , of freedom both defpoil’d , 

Made paflive both, had ferv’d necellity , no 

Not me. They therefore as to right belong’d, 

So were created , nor can jnflly accufe 
Their Maker , or iheir making , or their fate : 

As if predeftination over -rul’d 
"Their will, difpos’d by abfolute decree, 115' 

Or high fore^knowlcdge. They theinfelves decreed 
Their o\yn revolt, not I: if I fore -knew. 
Fore-knowledge had qo influence on their fault, 
Wich had no lefs prov’d certain unforeknown. 

So without Icaft impulfe, or lhadow of fate, 120 
Or ought by me immutably forefeen. 

They trefpafs; authors to themfelves in all. 

Both what they judge and what they choofe; for fo 
1 formed them free , and free they muft remain , 

■Till they inthrall themfelves; I elfe*muft change 125 
Their nature, aqd revoke the high^decree 
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Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain’d* 

Their freedom, they themfelvcs ordain’d their fall. 
The firft fort by their own fuggeftion fell , 
Self-tempted, felf-deprav’d : man falls, deceiv'd 130 
By th’ other firft: man therefore ftiall find grace. 

The other none: in mercy and juftice both , 
Through Heav'n and earth , fo Ihall my glory excel; 
But mercy firft and laft Ihall brighteft Ihine. 

Thus while God fpake , ambrofial fr-agrance fill’d 
All Heav’n , and in tl^e bleffed fpirit ele<ft 136 
Senfe of new joy ineffable diffus'd. 

Beyond compare the Son of God was feen « 
Moft glorious; in him all his Father ftione 
Subftantially exprefs’d ; and ui bis face 140 

Divine compaflion vifibly appear’d, 

Love without end, and without meafure, grace ; 
Which uttering, thus he to his Father fpake. 

O Father, gracious was that word which clos'd 
Thy fov’reign fcntence, that man fhould find grace; 
For which both Heav’n and earth (hall high extol 146 
Thy praifes, with th’ innumerable found 
Of hymns and facred fongs, wherewith thy throne 
Encompafs’d fhall refound thee ever bleft . 

For fhould man finally be loft, Ihould man 150 
Thy creature late fo lov’d , thy youngeft fon , 

Fall circumvented thus by fraud , though join’d 
With his own folly? that be from thee far, 

Tliat far be from thee , Father, who art judge 
Of all things made, and judgeft only right. 155 
Or fhall the adverfary thus obtain 
His end , and fruftrate thine , Ihall he fulfil. 

His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to nought, 

Or proud return though to his heavier doom. 

Yet with revenge accomplifh’d, and to Hell 160 
Dra\y after him the whole race of mankind , 

By him corrupted? or wilt thou thy felf 

, Abolifti 
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Abolilh rhy creation, and unmake 
For him , what for thy glory thou haft made ? 
So.ftiould thy goodnefs and thy greatnefs both 165 
Be queftion'd, and blafphemM without defence. 

To whom the great Creator thus reply’d. 

O Son, in whom my foul hath chief delight, 

Son of my bofom , Son who art alone 
My word, my wifdom, and effedual might, 170 
All haft thou fpoken as my thoughts arc, all 
As my eternal purpofe hath decreed. 

Man fhall not quite be loft, but fav’d who will* 

Yet not of will in him , but grace in me 
Freely. vouchfaf ’d ; once more I will renew 175 
His lapfed pow’rs, though forfeit, and inthrall'd 
By fin to foul exorbitant defires: 

Upheld by me , yet once more he (hall ftand 
On even ground againft his mortal foe: 

By me upheld i ’that he may know how frail 180 
His fall'n condition is, -and to me owe 
All his deliv’rance, and to none but me. 

Some I have chofcn of, peculiar grace 
Ele(ft above the reft: fo is my will: 

The reft (hall hear me call, and oft be warn'd i8j 
Their finful ftate , and to appeafe betimes 
Th’ incenfed Deity , while offer’d grace 
Invites: for I will clear their fenfcs dark. 

What may fuffice, and-Toften ftony hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 190 
To pray’r, repentance, and obedience due, 
Though but endeavour’d with fincere intent. 

Mine ear (hall not be flow , mine eye not (hut. 

And I will place within them as a guide 194 
My umpire Conscience; whom if they will hear. 
Light after light well us’d they (hall attain. 

And to' the end perfifting, fafe arrive. 

This my long fufferance , and my day of grace , 
They who negletft and fcorn , lhall never tafte ; 
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But hard be harden’d , blind be blinded more ; 

That they may ftumble on , and deeper fall ; 

And none but fuch from mercy I exclude . 

But yet all is not done : Man difobeying , 

Difloyal breaks his fealty , and lins 

Againft the high fupremacy of Heav'n,' lOj 

Affcding God-head, and fo loling all. 

To expiate h;s treafon hath nought lcft,J 
But to deftrudion facred and devote. 

He with his whole pofterity muft die. 

Die he or Juftice muft; unlefs for him ■ tro 
Some other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid fatisfailion , death for death . 

Say heav’nly Pow’rs, where ftiall we find fuch love? 
Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 
Man’s mortal crime: and juft, th’ unjuft to fave? US 
Dwells in all Heaven charity fo dear ? 

He ask’d, but all the hcav’nly quire flood mute. 
And filence was in Hcav’n ; on man’s behalf 
Patron or intercefibr none appear’d. 

Much lefs that durft fjpon his own head draw zao 
The deadly forfeiture , and ranfom fet . 

And now without redemption all mankind 
Muft have been loft, adjudg’d to death and Hell 
By doom fevere, bad not the Son of Gon, 

In whom the fulnefs dwells of love divine , 125 

His deareft mediation thus renew’d. 

Father, thy word is paft , man lhall find grace: 
And ftiall grace not find means , that finds her way , 
The fpeecfieft of thy winged mefleneers, 

To vifit all thy creatures, and to all xjo 

Comes unprevented , unimplor’d , unfought ? 

Happy for man , fo coming ! he her aid 
Can never feek, (once dead in fins, and loft) 
Attoneinent for himfelf, or offering meet, 

Indebted, and undone, hath none to bring. 235 

Behold 
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me then , me for him ^ life for life 
I offer , on me let thine anger fall ; 

Account me man; 1 for his lake will leave 



by bofom , and this glory next to thee 
^'cely put off, and for him laftly die 240 

V.'ell pleas’d, pn me let Death wreak all his rage'. 
Under his gloomy pow’r 1 (hall not long 
Lie vanquilh'd ; thou haft giv’n me to polTefs 
Life in my felf for ever; by thee I live. 

Though now to D e a t h I yield , and am his due 
A’J that of me can die ; yet that debt paid , 245 

Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfome grave 
His prey , nor fufFer my unfpotted foul 
For ever with corruption there to dwell: 

But I (hall rife viftorious, and fubdue I50 

My vanquifher, fpoil’d of his vaunted fpoil ; ^ 

Deadi his death’s wound (hall then receive, an*d Hoop 
bglorious, of his mortal (ling difarm’d. 

I mroiigh the ample air in triumph high 
Shall lead Hell captive , maugre Hell ! and (how 155* 
The Pow’rs of darknefh bound. ,Thou at the light 
Pleas’d , out of Heaven (halt look down and fraile; 
While by thee rais’d I ruin all my foes. 

Death laft, and with his carcafs glut the grave. 
Then with the multitude of ray redeem’d idc> 
Siall enter Heav’n long abfent, and return. 

Fat HER, ‘to fee thy face, wherein no cloud 
Of anger (hall remain ; but peace alTur’d 
And reconcilement: wrath (hall be no more 


Thenceforth , but in thy prcfcnce joy entire. 165 


His words here ended , but his meek afpe<ft 
Silent yet fpakc, and breath’d immortal love 
To mortal men , above which only (hone 
Filial obedience: as a facrifice 
Glad to be offer’d, he attends the will 270 

Of his great Father. Admiration feiz’d 
All Hcav’n , what this might mcan,a«d whither tend 
>Vond’riDgi bift foon th’ Almighty thus reply’d: 
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O Thou in HeaV’n and earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath , O Thou 175 
My foie complacence! well thou know’ft how dear 
To me are all my works, nor man the lealt 
Though laft created ; that for him I fpare 
Thee from my bofom and right hand, to fave 
(By lofing thee a while) the whole. race lolh. i8o 
Thou therefore whom thou only canft redeem. 
Their nature alfo to thjr nature join ; • 

And be thy felf man among men on earth , . 

Made flelh, when time (hall be, of virgin-feed , 
wondrous birth: he thou in Adam’s room’- 185 
The head of all mankind , though A n a m’s fon*. • _ 
As in him perilh all men, fo in thee, 

As from a fecond root, lhall be reftor’d 
As many as are reftor’d, without thee none. 

His crime makes guilty all his fons; thy merit - igo 
Imputed thall abfolve them who renounce 
Their own both righteous, and unrighteous deeds; 
And live in thee tranfplanted , and from thee 
Receive new life. So man, as is moft juft, 

> Shall fatisfic for man , be judg’d and die ; 295 

And dying rife, and rifing with 'Rim raifc 
His brethren, ranfom'd with his own dear life. 

So heav’nly love lhall outdo hellilh^ hate 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem. 

So dearly to redeem what hellilh hate 20C 

So eafily deftroy’d, and ftill deftroys 
in thofe who, when they may, accept not grace. ■ 
Nor ihalt thou by defeending to affumc 
Man’s nature, leflen or degrade thine own. 

Becaufe thou haft , iho’ thron’d in higheft bllfs 305 
Equal to God, and equally enjoying 
God- like fruition, quitted all to fave 
A v/orld from utter lofs , and haft been found 
By merit more than birthriuKt -Son of GoP, 

Found worthieft to be fo by being goodr 310 
Far more than great or high; becaule in thee 

Love 
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Love hath abounded more than glory abounds , 

Therefore tliy humiliation (hall exalt 

With thee thy manhood alfo ,to this throne; 

Here (halt thou -fit incarnate, here (halt reign 315 
loth God and "Man , S o n both of G o d and Man , 
.Vnointed univcrfal King ; all pow’r 
1 give thee , reign for ever , and alTume 
Thy merits: under thee as Head fupremc 
Thrones, Princedoms , Powdrs , Dominions I reduce t 
All knees to thee (hall bow, of them that ’bide 311 
!n Heav’n, or Earth , or under Earth in Hell; 

Whejf thou attended glorioufly from Heav'n 
Shall in the sky appear , and from thee fend 
The fumiponing Arch-Angels to proclaim 315 
Thy, dread tribunal : forthwith from all winds 
The living, and fortliwith the cited tfead 
f)f.all pall /ages to the general doom ' / 

Shall hallen, luch a peal (hall roufe their fleep ! 

Then all thy faints alTembled, thou (halt judge 330 
Had* men and Angcls^, they arraign’d (hall (ink 
Heneatli tjiy fentence; Hell ( her numbers full) 
’’’henceforth (hall be for ever (hut . Mean while 
'The world (hall bilrn , and from her a(hes fpring 
New heav’n and earth , wherein the juft (hall dwell ; 

And after all thdr tribulations long 336 

See- golden days, fruitful of golden deeds, 

With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth: 

Then thou thy regal feeptre (halt lay by, 

for regal feeptre then no more (hall need , 34 q 

God lhall be all in all. But all ye Gods, 

Adore him , who to compafs all this dies,’ 

Adore the Son, and honor him as me . 

No tooner had th' Almighty ceas’d, but all 
Tlie multitude of Angels with a Ihout 345 

(Loud as from numbars without number, fweet 
As from blett voices ) utt’ring joy , Heav’n rung 
With jubilee , and loud hofanna’s fill'd 

. ' Th’ etcr- 
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Th*etern;U regions. Lowly reverent 
7 'ovv'4;Js ciihei ilirone they bow, and to the ground 
Willi folemn adoration down they caft 351 

Their crowns, inwove with amarant and gold . 
Immortal amarant ! a flow'r which once '■ ’ , 

In Paradife fall by the tree of life ' ' ' 

Began to bloom ; but foon for man’s offence . 3j j‘ 
To Heav’n remov’d, where firft it grew, there grows# 
And flow’rs aloft lhading the fount of life; 

And where the river of blifs thro’ midft of Heav’n 
RoWls o’er E l y s i a n flow’rs her amber ftream : 
With thefe that never fade the fpirits eleft 360. 
Bind their refplendcnt locks, inwreath’d with beams; • 
Now in loofe garlands thick thrown off the bright 
Pavement, that like a fea of jafper (hone, 

Impurpled with coelellial rofes fmil’d. ' 

Then crov/n’d again , their golden harps they took ; ‘ 
Harps ever tun’d,' that gliit'ring by their fide 366 
Like quivers hung, and with preamble fwcet 
Of charming fymphony they introduce 
Their facred fong , and waken raptures high , 

No voice exempt; no voice but well could join 370 
Melodious part, fuch concord is iri Heav’n. 

Thee Father firff they fung , Omnipotent , 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 

Eternal King; The? Author of all Being, 

Fountain of Light , thy fclf invifible 375 

Amidft the glorious brightnefs where thou fit’ll 
Thron’d inacceflible; but when thou (had’ft 
The full blaze of thy beams , and thro’ a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant Ihrine, 

Dark with exceffive bright thy skirts appear; 380 
Yet dazle Heav’n, that brighteft Seraphim 
A.pproach not, but with both wings veil their eyes. 
Thee next they fung of all creation firft. 

Begotten Son, Divine fimilitude! 

In whofe confpicuous count’ance, without cloud 385 

Made 
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Made vifible , th’ Almighty Father ftiines « 

Whom elfe no creature can behold: on thee 
Imprefs’d , th’ effulgence of his glory abides; 

Transfus’d on thee his ample Spirit refts . 

He Heav’n of Heav’ns , and all the pow’rs therc'n I 
By thee created j and by thee threw down 39I 
Th’afpiring Dominations. Thou that day 
Thy F A T H E r’s dreadful thunder didft not fpare ; 

Nor flop thy flaming chariot wheels, that Ihook 
Heav’n ’s everlalling frame, while o’er the necks 395 
Thou drov’ft of warring Angels disarraid. 

Back from perfuit thy Pow’rs with loud acclaim 
Thee only extoll’d , S o n of thy F a t h e r’s might , 

To execute fierce vengeance on his foes. 

Not fo on man: him thro’ their malice fall'n, 400 
Father of mercy and grace l thou didft not doom 
So ftridtly ; but much more to pity incline. 

No fooner did thy dear and only Son, 

Perceive thee purpos’d not to doom frail man 
So ftridly , but much more to pity inclin’d, 40J 
He to appeafe thy wrath , and end the ftrife 
Of mercy and juftice in thy face difcern’d, 

Regardlefs of the blifs wherein he fat 

Second to thee, offer’d himfelf to die 

For man’s offence. O unexampled loVe! 410 

Love no where to be found lefs than Divine ! 

Hail Son of God, Saviour of men! thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my fong 
Henceforth, and never fhall my harp thy praife 
Forget, nor from thy Father’s praife disjoin, 415 

Thus they in Heav’n , above the ftarry fphear, 
.Their happy hours in joy and hymning fpent. 

Mean while upon the firm opacous globe 
Of this round world, whofe nrft convex divides 
The luminous inferior orbs, inclos’d 4x0 ' 

From Chaos, and th’ inroad of darknefs old , 
Satan alighted walks. A globe fat off 
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It fcrnild, now feeras a boundlefs continent ' ' 
Dark, wafte , and wild , under the frown of night 
Starkfs expos’d , and ever-threat’ning ftorms 4Z5 
Of Chaos bluftring round, inclement sky! • 

Save on that fide which from the wall of Hcav’n 
(Tho’ diftant far) fome fmall reflection gains 
Of glimmering air, lefs vek’d with tempeft loud. 
Here walk’d the Fiend at large in fpacious field. 430 
As when a Vultur on Imaus bred, ' 

( Whofe fnowy ridge 'the roving Tart ar. bounds) 
Dislodging from a region fcarce of prey ^ 

To gorge the fieih of lambs, or yeanling kids 43.', 
On Kills where flocks are fed , flies tovv’rd the fpriiigs 
Of Ganges orHvDAsPEs, (Indian ftreams) 
Blit in his way lights on the barren plains 
Of Sericana, where Chineses drive • 

With fails and wind their cany waggons light ; 

So on this windy fea of land , the Fiend 4^./ 

Walk’d up and down alone, bent on his prey; 
Alone, for. other creature in this place 
Living or livelefs to be found was none; 

None yet , but flore hereafter from ther earth 
Up hither like aereal vapors flew , 44c 

Of all things tranfitory and vain, when fin 
With vanity had fill’d the works of men : 

Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built their fond hopes of glory or lafting fame , 

Or happinefs’in this or tn other life: 45& 

All who have their reward on earth , the fruits 
Of painful fuperftilion, and blind leaU 
Nought feeking but the praife of men , here find 
Fit retribution , cjnpty as their deeds : 

All th’ tmaccomplilh’d works of Nature’s hand , 
Abortive, monftrous , or unkindly mix’d, 

Diflblv’d on earth, fleet hither, and in vain. 

Till final diflTolution, wander here: 

Not in the neigh! ’ring moon,*as fome have dream’d . 
(Thofe argent fields more likely habitants, 46^ 
’ Tranflated 
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Tranflated faints * or middle fpirits hold « % ‘ 
Betwixt' th* angelical and human kind) ' • 

Hither, of iU-join’d fons and daughters bom; 

Firft from the ancient world thofe giants <;amc. 

With many a vain exploit, tho' then rcnown’d: 465' 
The builders next of BrA b e l on the plain 
Of S.ENNAAK', and ftfll with vain dcfign 
New B A B B L s , had they wherewithal, would build: 
Others came Angle; he Who to be deem’d 
A God, leap’d fondly into v^tna flames* 47© 
Empedocles; and he who to enjoy 
Plato’s Elysium, leap'd into the Sea, 

.Cl BOMBR o Tu S-; and many more too long, 
Embryoes and idiots, Eremits, and Friars 
White , Black, and Grey t with all their trumpery: 47 J 
Here Pilgrims'roanr, that ftray’d fo far to feek 
In Golgotha him dead , who lives in Heav’n ; 
And they who t^ be fure of Paradife, 

Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 

Or in Franciscan think to pafs difguis’d ; *480 
They pafs the Planets feven , and pafs the fix’d. 

And that chryftalline fphere whofe ballance weighs 
The trepidation talk’d, and that firft-mov’d: 

And now Saint Peter at Hcav’n’s wicket fcems 
To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 48^ 
Of Heav’n’s afcent they lift their feet , when lo I 
A violent crofs-wind from either coaft 
Blows them transverfe , ten thoufand leagues awry 
Into the devious air; then might ye fee 
Cowls, hoods, and habits', with their wearers toft 490 
And flutter’d into rags; then reliques, beads. 
Indulgences , Difpcnfes , Pardons , Biflls. ‘ 

The iport of winds . All thefe upwhirPd aloft 
Fly o’er the backfide of the world far off. 

Into a Limbo large and broad, fince call’d' 495' 
The ParaOise of Fools, to few unknown 
Long alter; now unpeopl’d, and untrod. 

All this dark globe the Fiend found as he pafs’d, 

£ 1 And 
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And long he wander’d, till at laft a gleam 
Ot dawning light turn’d thither-ward in hafte 500 
His (ravel’d heps; far dillant he defcries 
Afcending by degrees magnificent, 

Up to the wall of Heav’n a ftruflure high; 

At top whereof, but far more rich, appear’d 
The work as of a Kingly palace-gate, 505 

"U'ith froniifpiece of diamond and gold 
ImbellilVi’d ; thick with fparkling orient gems 
The portal ihone , inimitable on earth 
By model , ,or by (hading pencil drawn . 

The (fairs were fuch as whereon Jacob faw 51^. 
Angels afcending and defcending, bands 
Of guardians bright, when he from Esau fled 
To P A D A N - A R A M in the field of L u z , 
Dreaming by night under the open sky. 

And waking cry’d , This is the gate of Heavn, 5!. 
Each flair myflerioufly was meant, nor flood 
There always , but drawn up to Heav’n fometimes 
Viewlefs, and underneath a bright fea flow’d 
Of jafper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 
Who after came from earth, fayling arriv’d, 510 
Wafted by Angels, or flew o’er the lake 
Rap’d in a chariot drawn by fiery ftecds. 

The flairs were then let down, whether to dare 
I'he, Fiend by ealie afeent, or aggravate 
His fad exclulion from the doors of blifs : 

Diredt againft which open’d from beneath , 
j ult o’er the blifsful feat of Paradife , 

A paflage dov/n to th’ earth , a paflage wide’, 
(Wider by far thad that of after -times 
Over mount S i o n, and, though that were large, 53 
Over the P R o M I s’d Land to God fo dear , 

By which, to vi(it oft thofe happy tribes, , 
.On high behefts his Angels to and fro 
Pafs’d frequent, and his eye with choice regard,' 
From P A N E A s the fount of J o r d a n’s flood SSi 
To Beersaba, where the Holy I^anp 
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Borders on ^ g y p t and th’ A r a b i a n ftiore ) 

So wide the opening feem’d, where bounds wercfel 
To darknefs , fuch as bound the ocean wave , 
Satan from hence now on the lower flair 540 
That fcal’d by fteps of gold to Heaven-gate, 

Looks down with wonder at the fudden view 
Of all this world at once . As when a fcout 
Thro’ dark and defart .ways with peril gone 
All night , at laft' by break of ch'earful dawn 54J 
Obtains the brow of fome highjelimbing hill. 
Which to his eye difcovers unaware 
The goodly profpedt of fome foreign land 
Firft feen , or fome renown’d metropohs 
With gliftering fpires and pinnacles adorn’d, 

Which now the rifing Srin gilds with his beams: 

Such wonder fei7i’d , though after Heaven feen , 

The fpirit malign ; but much more envy feis’d 
At light of all this world beheld fo fair. 

Round he furveys ( and well might , where he flood 
So high above the circling canopy 55$ 

Of night’s extended (hade ) from eaftern point 
Of Libra, to the fleecy ftar that bears 
Andromeda far 'off Atlantic leas 
Beyond rh’ Horizon : then from pole to pole 560 
He views in breadth ; and without longer paufe 
Down right into the world’s firft region throws 
His flight precipitant, an^ winds with eafe 
Through the pure marble air his oblique way 
Amongft innumerable Stars, that (hone 565 

Stars diftant, but nigh hand feem’d“ other worlc^: 

Or other worlds they feem’d,,. or happy ifles , 

Like thofe Hesperian gardens' fam’d of old,' 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow’ry vales; 
Thrice happy iftes ! But who dwelt happy there 5701 
He ftay’d- not to inquire . Above them all 
The golden Sun, in fplendor likeft Heav’n, 

Allur’d his eye: thither his courfe he bends 
Through the calm firmament ; but up or down I . 

. E a By 
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By centre or eccentric , hard ,to tell , 

Or longitude , where the great luminary 
Aloof the vulgar conftellations thick, 

Tlat from his lordly eye keep diftance due, 
Dipenfes light from far; they as they move 
Their ftarry dance in numbers that compute 
Days, months and years, tow’rds his all-chearing lamp 
Turn fwift their various motions, or are turn' 

By his magnetic beam , that gently warms 
The univerfe, and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration, though unfecn,- 
Shoots jnviliblc virtue even to the deep; 

So wondroufly was fet his ftation bright, 

X There lands the Fiend , a fpot like which perhaps 
Aftronomer in the Sun’s lucent orb 
Through his glaz’d optic tube yet never faw . 

The place he found beyond expreffion bright. 
Compar’d with ought on earth , metal or hone : 

Not all parts like, but all alike. inform’d 
With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire; 

If metal, part Teem’d gold, part filver dear: 

If ftone, carbuncle moft or chryfolife, 

Ruby or topaz , or' the twelve that (hone 
In A A R o n’s brcaft-plate : and a ftone befidcs 
(Imagin’d ralhei oft than elfewhcre feen) 

That ftone, or like to that which here below 
Philofophers in vain fo long have fought , 

In vain , though by their pow’rful art they hind 
Volatil Hermes, and <;all up unbound 
In various lhapes old Proteus from the fea , 
Drain’d through a limbec to his native form . 

What wonder then if fields and regions here ' 

Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run 
Potable gold , when with one virtuous touch 
Th’ arch-chimic Sun , fo for from us remote , 
Produces , with terreftrial humor mix’d , 

Here in the dark fo many precious things 
Of color glorious , aud efted fo rare ^ 
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Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 
Undazled; far and wide his eye commands 
For fight no obftacle found here, nor lhade, 

But all fun^lhine , as when his beams at noon 
Culminate from th’> Equator, as they now 
Shot upward ftill diredt, whence no way round 
Shadovy from body opaque can fall, and th’air,' 

No where fo dear, fharpen’d his vifualray Cio 
To objeds diftant for, whereby he foon 
Saw within ken a glorious Angel (land. 

The fame whom John faw alio in the Sun : 

His back was turn’d^ <but not bis brightnefs hid; 

Of beaming funny rays a golden tiar 62 y 

Circl'd his 'head, nor lefs his locks behind 
Illuftrious on his (boulders , fledge with wings , 

Lay waving round : on Tome great charge employ’d 
He feem’d, or fixt'in cogitation deep. 

Glad was the fpirit impure, as now in hope 630 
To find who might dired his wand’ring flight 
To Paradife the happy feat of man. 

His journey’s .end, and our beginning woe. 

But firft he cads to change his proper lhape. 

Which elfe might work him danger or delay: 635 

And now a flripling Chenvb he appears. 

Not of the prime, ^ct fuclT as in his face 
Youth fmiVd coeleflial ^ and to ev’ry limb , 
Suitable grace diflfus’d, fo well he feign’d . 

Under a coronet his flowing hair 640 

In curls on either cheek play'd; wings he wore 
Of many a color’d- plume , Ijirinkled with gold; 

His habit fit for fpeed fuccind, and held 
Before his decent Heps a fllvcr wand . 

He drew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright, 64^ 
E’er he drew nigh , his radiant vilage turn'd , 
Admonilh’d by his ear; and ftraight was known 
Th' Arch- Angel Uriei, one of the fev’n 
Who in G a d’s prefence , nearefi to his throne 
Stand ready at command., and are his eyes 
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That nm thro’ all the Heav’ns, or down to th’ earth 
Bear his fivift errands over moift and dry, 

O’er Tea and land : him Satan thus accofts , 

Uriel, for thou of thofe fev’n fpirits that fland 
In fight of God’s high throne, gloriously bright, 655 
The firft art wont his great authentic will 
Interpreter through higheft Heav’n to bring , 

Where all his fons thy embaffie attend : 

And here art likelieft by fupreme decree 

Like honor to obtain; and as his eye, 660 

To vifit oft this new creation round; 

Unfpeakable defirc to fee, and know 

All thefe his wondrous works , but chiefly man , 

His chief delight and favor , him for whom 
All thefe his works fo wondrous he ordain’d ,- 66j 

Hath brought me from the quires of Cherubim 
Alone thus wandring ; brighteft Seraph , tell 
In which of all thefe ihining orbs hath man 
His fixed feat, or fixed feat hath none, 

But all thefe (hining orbs his choice to dwell; , 67a 
That I may find him, and with fccret gaze. 

Or open admiration, him behold 
On whom the great Creator hath beftow’d 
Worlds, and on whom hath all thefe graces pour’d; 
That both in him and all things , as is meet , 675 

The Univerfal Maker we may praife; 

Who jiiftly hath driven out his rebel foes 
To deepen Hell, and to repair that lofs 
Created this new happy race of men 
To ferve him better : wife are all his ways ! ( 58 q 

\ 

So fpake the falfe diflembler un perceiv’d ; 

For neither man nor angel can difeern 
Hypocrify (the only evil that walks 
Invifible, except to God alone. 

By his permiffive will, through heav’n and earth: 685 
And oft though wifdom wake , fufpicion fleeps 
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At wifdom’s gate, and to fimplicity 
Refigns her charge , while goodnefs thinks no ill 
Where no ill feems) which now for once beguil’d 
Uriel, though regent of the Sun , and held 690 
The (harpcft-fighted fpirit of all in Heav’n i 
Who to the fraudulent impoftor foul , 

In his uprighinefs anfw<:r thus return’d. 

Fair Angel , thy defire which tends to know 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 695 

The great work-mafter, leads to no excefs - 
That reaches blame , but rather merits praife 
The more it fepras excefs , that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal manfion thus alone , 

To witnefs with thine eyes what fome perhaps yco 
Contented with report hear only in Heav’n; 

For wonderful indeed are all his works, 

Pleafant to know , and worthiett to be all 
Had in remembrance always with delight , 

But what created mind can comprehend 705 

Their number, or the wifdom infinite 
That brought them forth, but hid their caufes deep? 
.1 faw when at his word the formlefs mafs. 

This world’s material mould , came to a heap : 
Confufion heard his voice, and wild uproar 710 
Stood rul’d, flood vail infiiitude confin’d: 

Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fled. 

Light fhone , and order from diforder fprung . 

Swift to their feveral quarters hailed then 
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire, 715 
And the ethereal quintcffence of heav'n 
Flew upward, fpirited with various forms. 

That rowl’d orbicular, and turn’d to liars, 
Numberlefs , as thou feell, and how they move; 
Each had his’ place appointed, each his courfe, ^^o 
, The reft in circuit walls this univerfe . 

Look downward on that globe whofe hither fide 
With light from hence , tho’ but refledled , Ihines : 
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That place is earth » the feat of man , that light 
His day, which elfe as th’ other hemifphere 725 
Night would invade ; hut there the neighboring moon 
(So call that oppofite fair liar) her aid 
Timely interpofes , and her monthly round 
Still ending, ftill renewing through mid heav'n. 

With borrow’d light her countenance triform 730 
Hence fills , and empties , to enlighten th’ earth'. 

And in her pale dominion checks the night,' 

That fpot to which I point is Paradife, 

Adaw’s abode, thofe lofty ihades his bow'r; 

Thy way thou canll notmifs, me^mine requires. 735 

Thus faid , he turn'd , and S a t a n' bowing low 
(As to fuperior fpirits is wont in Heav’n, 

. Where honor due and reverence none negleds ) 

Took l6ave , and tow’rd the coall of Earth beneath 
Down from th’ Ecliptic , fped with hqp’d fuccefs, 740 ' 

Throws his lleep flight in many, an aery wheel , ; 

Nor (laid, till on Nip hate’s top he, lights. 
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The argument. 

• 

Satan now in profpe5i o/Eden , ^nd nigh the place where 
he mufi now attempt the bold e?tterpriz^ which he under- 
took alone againfi God and Man , falls into masiy 
doubts with himfelft and many pajjions', fear , en-vy , | 

and defpair : but at length confirms bimjelf in evil , 
journeys on to Paradife , whofi outward profpebi and 1 
'■ fttuaftou 
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is defcrited i over-leaps the bounds , fits in the 
cormorant on the tree of Life , as the highefi 
the gaardenlto look about him. The garden defcribed; 
firfi fight of Adam and Eve; his wonder at 
• Excellent form and happy fiate , but with refolu- 

Vo Work their fall; over~hears their difcourfe, thence 
•'^^x/tthers that the tree of knowledge was forbidden them 
eat of t under penalty of death ; and thereon intends 
1 7 ' to fottnd his temptation^by feducing them to tranfgrefs: 
’fil%i'tben leaves them a while to know further of their fate 
jfome other means. Mean while Uriel defcending 
^ ^ 4fun~i/ehim W4r»j Gabriel ( who had in charge the 

i^to- of l^radije ) that fome evil fpirit had efcaped the 
i^,.and at npon by his fphear in the fijape of a 
jopd An s^^ wn to Paradifit difcovered afterwards 
IffffUrf^oHs gefiures in the mount : Gabriel promifes 
to find him e' re morning, night coming on^ Adam 
Eve difcourfe of going to their reft : their bower 
^^ fftfcnhed ; fheir evening worfbip. Gabriel drawing 
\ ^^j fotth his bands of nighf -watch to walk the round tfi 
\ ;^'PargdiJe y appoints two flrong Angels Adam'i bower ^ 
-M the’ evil fpirit Jbould be there doing feme harm to 
Adam or Eve fleeping ; there they find him. at she ear 
V'Lve , temptim heK in a dream , and bring him , 
■OIm* unwilling ^]to Gabriel; by whom queftiondy he 
^(tprnfully an/wcrs, prepares rtftflancey but hinder'd by 
from Heaven y flies out of Paradife. 

R that warning voice , which he 
who faw 

Th’Apocalyps h^rd cry in Heav’n aloud. 
Then when the Pragun , put to fecond 
^ rout y* 

furious down to be reveng’d on men, 
to jh’ inhabitants on earth f that now 5 

time was, our firft parents had been warn'd 
^T^e coming of tfieir fecretfoe, and fcap’d 
io fcap’d his mortal fnare ; for now 
Jl Satan, 
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Satan, now firft inflam’d with rage, came down. 
The tempter e’re th’ accufer of mankind , lo 

To wreak on innocent frail man his lofs 
Of that firft battel, and his flight to Hell: 

Yet not rejoy cing in his fpeed though bold , 

Far off and fearlefs , nor with caufe to boaft. 

Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth 
Now rowling, boils in his tumultuous breaft. 

And like a develifti engine back recoils 
Upon himfelf: horror and doubt diftracft 
His troubled thoughts ; and from the bottom ftir 
The hell within him, (for within him hell zo 
He ’rings, and round about him, nor from hell 
One Hep no more than from himfelf can fly 
By change of place : ) now confcience wakes defpair 
Thai flumber’d , wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what mull be 
Worfc; of worfe deeds worfe fufferings muft enfue. 
Sometimes tow’rds Eden, which now in liis view 
Lay pleafant, his griev’d look he fixes fad. 
Sometimes tow’rds Heav’n and the full blazing Sun, 
Which now fat high in his meridian tow’r: 30 

Then much revolving , thus in fighs began . 

O thou that with furpafling glory crown’d , 

Look’fl from thy foie dominion like the God 
Of this new world : at whofe fight all the ftars 
Hide their diminilh’d heads ; to thee I call , 35 

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name 

0 Sun ! to tell thee how I hate thy beams. 

That bring to my reniembrance from what date 

1 fell , how glorious once above thy fphear ■, 

Till pride and worfe ambition threw me downy 40 
\A'^arring in Heav’n againft Heav’n’s matchlefs King, 
Ah wherefore ! he deferv’d no fuch return 
From me , whom he created what i was 
In that bright eminence , and with his good 
Upbraided none; nor was his fervice hard. 45 

What 
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What could be lefs than to afford him praife , 

The eafieft recompenfe , and pay him thanks ; 

How due! yet all his good prov’d ill in me. 

And wrought but malice; lifted up fo high 
I Tdein’d fubieflion , and thought one ftep higher 50 
Would fet me higheft, and in a moment quit 
The debt immenl'e of endlefs gratitude. 

So burthenfome ftill paying, ftill to owe; 

Forgetful what from him I ftill receiv’d , 

And underftood not that a grateful mind jj 

By owing owes not , but ftill pays , at once 
Indebted and difcharg’d; what burden then? 

O had his pow’rful defliny ordain’d 
Me fome inferior Angel L 1 had flood 
Then happy ; no unbounded hope had rais’d 6a 
^Ambition ; yet why not ? fome other Pow’r 
As great might have afpir’d , and me though mean 
Drawn to his part ; but other Pow’rs as great 
Fell not , but (land unfhaken , from within 
Or from without, to all temptations arm’d. 

Hadft thou the fame free will and pow’r to ftand ? 
Thou hadft: whom haft thou then, or what, t’ accufc. 
But heav’n’s free love dealt equally to all? 

Be then his love accurft , fince love or hate , 

To me alike , it deals eternal woe : 70 

Nay curft be thou; lince againft his thy will 
Cbofe freely w^hat it now fo juftly rues; 

Me miferable !* which way fliall I fly 
Infinite wrath, and infinite defpair? 

Which way I fly is hell; my felf am hell; 75 

And in the loweft deep a lower deep 
Still threat’ning to. devour me opens wide. 

To which tlie hell I fuffer feems a heav’n, 

O then at laft relent ! is there no place 
Left for repentance, none for pardon left? \ 80 

None left but by fubmiffion; and that word ' 
Hifdain forbids me , and my dread of ftiame 
Among the fpirits beneath , whom I feduc’d 

With 
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With other promifes and other vaunts ■ - • 

Than to fubniit, boafting I could fubdue • 8 c 
’Th* Omnipotent; Ah me! they little know 

How dearly I abide that boaft fo vain; 

Under what torments inwardly I groan , ■ - 

While they adore me on the throne of Hell^> 

With diadem and feeptre high atdyanc’d, go 

T'he lower ftill I fall , only lupreme / • 

III mifery; fuch joy ambition finds !. 

But fay I could repent, and could obtain 
By ad of grace my former ftate, how foon 
Would height recall high thoughts, how foon uhfay 9 j. 
What feign’d fubmiflion fwore ! eafe would recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void; 

(For never can true reconcilement grow - 
Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc'd fo.deep) 
Which would but lead me to a worfe relapfe ♦ loa 
And heavier fall ; fo (hould I purchafe .^ar 
Short intetmiflion bought with double fmart. 

This knows my punilheri therefore as far 
From granting he, as I from begging peace. 

All hope excluded thus , behold 1 in ftead I05 
Of us out -call, exil'd, his neW delight 
Mankind created, and for hi(D this world. 

So farewel hope, and with hope fyewel fear# 

Farewel remorfe! all good to me is loft; 

Evil be thou ray good ! by thee at leaft IIO 

Divided empire with Heav’n's king I hold; - 
By thee , and more jhan half perhaps , will reign : 

As man e’re-long , and ^his new world ihall know ; 

Thus while he fpake , each paffion dimm’d his face 
Thrice chang’d with pale , ire , envy and defpair, x 15 
Which marr’d his borrow’d vifage, and betray'd 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. * . 

( For heav’nly minds from fuch’diftempers foul 
Are ever clear.) Whereof h^ foon aware, 

E,ach perturbation fmooih’d with outward calra^iia 

* ArtmCer ’ 
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Artificer of fraud; and was the firft ^ ' 

That pra<flis’d falfehood under faintly' Ihew ^ 

Deep malice to conceal, coucht with revenge. 

Yet not dnough had praftis’d to deceive. 114 
Uri^i. once warn’d; whofe eye perfu’d him down 
The way he went, and on th’ As Syrian mount 
Saw him disfigur'd, more than could befalP 
Spirit of, happy fort: his geftures fierce 
He mark’d , and mad demeanor, then alone. 

As he fuppos’d , all unobferv’d, unfeen. I30 

So oh he fares , and to the border comes 
Of Edkn, where delicious Paradife, 

Now nearer , crowns with her enclofure green i 
As with a rural mound, the champain head 
Of a deep wildernefs ; whofe hairy fides 13J 

With thicket overgrown, grotesque and wild, 
Accefs deny’d: and over head up grew 
InfiiperablJ height, of loftieft fhade , 

Cedar, and pine, and fir.^and branching palm , 

A fylvan feene;- and as the. ranks afeend 140 

Shade above lhade, a woody theatre 
Of ftatelieft view. Yet higher than their tops 
The v’erdurous wall*of Paradife up-fprung : 

Which to our general ^re gave profpedf large . 

Into his neather empire, neighb’ring round. 14^ 
And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodlicfi: trees, loaden with fairell fruit, 

Blo^oms and fruits at once of g.olden hue , 

Appear’d , with gay enamel'd colors mix’d ; 

On which the Sun more glad imprefs’d his beams, ijo 
Than in fair evening cloud „or humid bow. 

When' God hath (how’rd the earth ; fo lovely feem’d 
That landfcape ! and of pure now purer air 
Meets his approach , and to the heart infpires 
Vernal' delight and joy, able to drive 155 

All ladnefs but defpair; now gentle gales 
Fanning their odoriferous wings difpenfe 
Native perfumes,' and whifper whence they ftole 
•' Thoffe 


Digi u’od by Google 


8o PARADISE LOST. Book 

Thofe balmy fpoils . As when to them who fail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paft i6o 
A’ o z A M B I c , off at fca north-eaft winds blow • 

S A B it A N odor from the fpicy fhore 
,Of A B. A B Y the blefl- , with fuch delay ' . 

Well pleas’d they flack their courfe, & many a, league 
Cheat’d with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmilcs.Zi 
So entertain’d thole odorous fweets the Fiend, t 66 
Who came their bane; though with them better pleas'd 
Than Asmodeus with the filhy fume 
That drove him, though enamor’d, frorh the fpoufe 
Of To bit’s fon, and with a vengeance fent 170 
From Media poll to g y p x , there faft bound . 

' Now to th’ afeent of that fteep favage hill 
Satan had journied on, penfive and flow; 

But further way found none, fo thick entwin’d. 

As one continu’d brake, the undergrowth 17J 
Of Ihrubs and tangling bulhes had perplex’d. 

All path of man or beaft that paft that way"{ 

One gate there only was , and that look!d call 
On th’ other fide: which when th’ Arch-fellon -faw 
Due entrance he difdain’d, and in contempt, 180 
At one flight bound high over-leap’d all bound 
Of hill or higheft wall, and fheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf. 
Whom hunger drives to feek nevs”^ haunt for prey.. 
Watching where fhepherds pen their flocks at eve 185 
In hurdl’d cotes amid the field fecure, 

Leaps o’er the fence with eafe into the fold : 

Or as a thief bent to unhoard the cafh 
Of fome rich burgher, whofe fubftantial doors, 
Crofs-barr’d and bolted faft, ‘fear no alfault, 190 
In at the window climbs, or o’er the tiles; 
fjo clomb this firft grand thief into Go d’s fold ; 

(So fince into his (Church lewd hirelings climb.) 
Thence up he flew , and on the tree of Life, 

(The middle tree, and higheft there that grew) 195 
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Sat like a cormorant; yet not true life 

Thereby regain’d , but fat deviling death 

To Them who liv’d : nor on the virtue thoughf 

Of that life-giving plant, but only us’d 

For profpe<ff, what well us’d had been the pledge lod 

O/’im mortality. (So little knows Q 

Any, but God alone, to value right 

The good before him , but perverts bell thing's 

To word abufe, or to their meaneft ufe.) 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views, 105 
To all delight of human fenfe expos’d 
In narrow room, nature’s whole wealth, yea more, 

A heav’n on earth! for blifsful Paradife 
Of-GoD the garden was, by him in th’eaft 
Of Eden planted; Eden ftretch’d her line iro 
Frqm Auran eaftward to the royal tow’rs 
Of -great Seleucia, built by Grecian Kings, 

Or where the fons of Eden long before 
Dwelt in'^ELAssAR. In this pLeafant foil 
His far more plealant garden God ordain’d: 215 

Out of the ffriile ground he caus’d to grow 
All. trees of nobleil kind for fight, fmell, tafle; 

Add all amid them ftood the tree of Life, 

High eminent, blooming ambrofral fruit 
Of vegetable gold; and next to life, iia 

Our death, the Tree of knowledge, grew fall by; 
Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill! 
Southward through Eden went a river large. 

Nor chang’d his courfe, but through the fhaggy hill 
Pafs’d undcrneath.ingulfd , for God had thrown 225 
That mountain as his garden mound high ‘rais'd 
Upon the rapid current , which through veins 
Of porous earth with kindly thirft up drawn , 

Rofe a frelh fountain , and with many a rill 
Water'd the garden ; thence united fell I3(j 

Down the ftcep glade , and met the nether flood 
Whi h from his darkfome pallage now appears: 

And now divided into four main llreauis, 

F Rubi 
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Runs divers , wandring many a famous realm * 

And country, whereof here needs no account.^ 23 j 
But rather to tell how, (if art could tell " , 

How) from that faphire fount the crifped Brooks, I 
Rowling on orient pearl and fands of gold, . 

With mazy error under pendent (hades' / , 

Ran NeiSar, vHiting each plant, and fed ^ i 

Flow’rs worthy of Paradife, which not nice-aitt i 

In beds and curious knots, but nature boon 
Pour’d forth profufe on hill , and dale , and^plaiir. 

Both where the morning Sun firft warmly fmote 
The open field, and where the unpierc’d fhade* ± 4 : 
Imbrown'd the noon-tide bow’rs. Thus was this plate, 

A happy rural feat of various view : 

Groves whofe rich trees wept od’rous gujjjs, &: Balm ; 
Others whofe Buit burnilh’d with golden rind 
Hung amiable , Hesperian fables true , *25- 

If true , here only , and of delicious talle . 

Betwixt them lawns , or level downs , and flocks . 
Grazing the tender herb, Avere interpos’d. 

Or palmy hilloc, or the floAv’ry lap '• | 

Of fonie irriguous valley fpred her ftore; 25 

Flow’rs of all hue , and without thorn the rofe . 
Another fide, umbrageous grotf and caves 
Of cool recefs, o'er which the mantling viuc ' 

Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps,/ 
Luxuriant: mean-while murm’ring waters filP 26- 
Down the flope hills, dirpere’d.’, or in a lako.,-h 
That to the fringed -bank wfth' myrtle crown’d 
Her chryllal mirror holds , unite their ftreams . 

The birds their quire apply; airs, vernal airs. 

Breathing the fmell of field and 'grove, attune 2.65 
The trembling leaves , while univerfal Pan, 

Knit with the Graces and' the H o,tfR s in dance, 
Led on th’ eternal fpring. Not that fair field' 

Of E N N A , where IHi o s e r p<i?n e gathering ^flaw’rs, 
Her fdf a fairer flow’r by gloomy'^Di s ■' ^ 270 

Was gather’d, which cod Ceres all that paTm 
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To feek her thro’ the wo 44 : nor that fweet grove 
OFDapitne by Orontes, and th’ infpir’d 
CastaliAn fpring, might with this Paradife 
OfEjiElN ftrive: nor that NyseiAn ifle zyy 
Girt with the river T r t x o , where old Cham, 

g hom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove) 
Am a^l t h e a , and her florid fon 
mg B A c c H u s , frorh his ftepdame R h e A’s eye : 
Nor where A b a s s i n Kings their iifue guard , 280 
Mount Am AR A (though this by foiiie fuppbs’d 
True Paradife) under the JEthiop Line 
By Nx»us’ head, inclos’d with ihining rock, 

A whole day’s journey high , but wide remote 
From this A s s Y R I A N garden ; where the Fiend 28 ^ 
Saw^ undelighted all delight, all kind 
Of living *creatures new to fight and ftrange. 


I 

Two of far nobler (hape erefl ahd tall* 

Godlike eredl ! with native honor clad . 

In naked- majefty , feem’d Lords of all; ipo 

And worthy feem’d : for in their looks divihe 
The.image of their glorious maker (hone. 

Truth, wifdorh , fandlitude feverc and pure; 

Severe,. but in true filial freedom plac’d. 

Whence true authority in men : tliough both 295 
Not equal, as their fex not equal feem’d; 

For contemplation he , and vaJor form’d , 

For foftnefs (he , and fweet attradive grace ; 

He for Got) only , (he forr G.o d in him . 

His fair large front, and eye fublime, declar’d 300 
Abfolote rule; and hyacinthin locks 
Round froth Bs parted forelock manly hung ^ 
Cluflring , but not beneath his (boulders broad . 

She, as a vciU’dowiVJo the flender waift 

Her unadorned golden treffes wore, 305 

Dis(hevcl’d , but in -wanton ringlets wav’d , 

As the vine curls her tendrils ^'which imply 'd 
Subjedion, but requir’d with gentle fway , 

. F 2 ' And 
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And by her yielded , by him beft receiv’d , 

Yielded with coy fubmiffion, modeft pride, 310 
And fweet reluaant amorous delay. 

Nor thofe myfteriotis parts were then conceal’d; 

Then was not guilty (hame, dishoneft fhame ’ 
Of nature’s works; hohor dishonorable; 

Sin-bred! how have ye troubled all mankind 315 
With fhews inftead , mere (hews , of feeming pure , 
And banifh’d from man’s life his happieft life', • * 
Simplicity, and fpotlcfs innocence.^ 

So pafs’d they naked bn , nor Ihun’d the fight 
Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill: 310 

So hand in hand they pafs’d , the lovlieft pair 
That ever lince in loves embraces met; 

A D A M the goodlieft man of men fince born 
His Tons; the faireft of her daughters Eve, 

Under a tuft of fhade , that on ?t green 325 

Stood whifp’ring foft , by a frelh fountain fide 
They fat them down ; and after no more toil 
Of their fweet gard’ning labor than fuffic’d 
To recommend cool Zephyr, and made cafe 
More ealie, wholfom thirft and appetite 330 

More grateful, to their fupper-fruits they fell, 
Nedlarine fruits ! which the compliant boughs 
Yielded them, fide-long as they fat recline 
On the foft downy bank damask’d with flow’rs, 

Tlie favoury pulp they chew, and in the rind 335 
Still as they thirtted fcoop the brimming ftream ; 

Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as befeemS 
Fair couple, link’d in happy nuptial league. 

Alone as they. About them frisking Tlaid 340 
All beafls of th’ earth , finee wild , and of all chafe 
In wood or wildernefs, foreft or den; 

Sporting the lion ramp’d, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 
Gambol’d before them, th’ unwieldy elephant 345 
To make them mirth us’d his might, and wreath’d 

His 


Digitized by Google 




Book IV. PARADISE LOST. 

His lithe probofcis; clofe the ferpent fly 
InGjjuating , wove with gordian twine ■> 

His braided train , and of his fatal guile 
Gave proof unheeded : others on the grafs 350 
Couch’d, and now fill’d with pafture gazing faf. 

Or bedward ruminating; for- the Sun 
Declin’d was hading now with Rrone career 
To t^’ ocean ifles , and in th’ afeending fcale 
Of heav’n the liars that uflier evening rofe ; 35J 

When Satan ftill in gaze , as firft he flood , 

Scarce thus at length fail’d ’fpeech recover’d fad, 

• I 

O Hell, what do mine eyes with grief behold f 
Into cur room of blifs thus high advanc’d 
Creatures of other mold; earth-born perhaps, 360 
Not fpirits, yet to heav’nly fpirits bright 
Litde inferior; whom my thoughts perfue 
With wonder, and could love, fo lively Ihinc^ 

' In them divine refemblance, and fuch grace 
The hand that form’d ’em on their lhape hath pour’d. 
Ah gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 36^ 
Your change approaches, when all thefe delights 
"Will vanilh, and deliver you to woe. 

More woe , the more your taftc is now of joy: 
Happy, but for fo happy ill fecur’d'- 370 

Long to continue ; and this high feat your Heav’a 
111 fenc’d foifheav’n , to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enter’d: yet no purpos’d foe 
To you , whom I could pity thus fctflom, 

Though I unpilied. League with, you 1 feck, 375 
And mutual amity fo ftrait, fo clofe. 

That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 
' Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not plcafe , 
Like this fair Paradife , your.^enfe ; yet fuch 
Accept your maker’s work; he gave it nie, 380. 
Which 1 as freely give ; Hell iball unfold , 

To entertain you two, her wideft gates. 

And fend forth all her Kings: there will be room, 

•p 3 Not 
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Not like thefe narrow limits, to receive 
Your numerous offspring: if no better place, 385 
Thank him who puts me loth to this revenge 
Pn you who wrong me not, for him who wrong'd* 
And fhould I at your harmlefs innocence 
Melt, (as I do) yet publick reafon juft. 

Honor and empire with revenge enlarg’d* 390 
By conquering this new world , compels me now 
Xo do, what elfe (though damn’d) I ftiould abhor. 

4 • 

So fpake the Fiend, and with-neceffity:*. .. 

The tyrant’s plea, excus’d his devilifti deeds. 

Then fr’orh his lofty ftand on that high tree, 395 
Dow'n he alights among the fportful herd 
Of thofe four-footed kinds ; himfelf now one , 

Now other , as their fhape ferv’d bcft his end 
Nearer to vievy , his prey , and nnefpy’d 
To mark what of their ftate he more might learn, 400 
By word or adlion mark’d : about them round 
A lion now he ftalks with fiery glare, * 

Then as a tiger, who by chance hath fpy’d 
In Tome purlieu two gentle fawns at play. 

Straight coaches clofc, then rifing changes oft 405 
His couchant watch, as one who chofo his ground. 
Whence rufliing he might fureft fcize them both 
^Grip’d in each paw :■ when ApAM firft of men 
To firft of .women Eve thus moving fpeech, I 

, . Turn’d him, 'all ear, to hear new utterance flow. 41Q 

Sole partner and foie part of all thefe joys, ^ 

Dearer thy felf, than all ! needs muft the Pow’r 
That made us, and for us this ample worjd, ‘ 

Be infinitely good , an 4 of his good I 

As liberal and free as infinite, I 

That rais’d us from the duft , and plac’d us here J 

In all this happinefs, who at his hand . I 

Have nothing merited, n<^r can perform • I 

Ought whpreof h? hath need , he whq requires j 

from .1 
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From us no other fervice than to keep ' 

This one , this eafie charge , of all the treejs 
In Paradifc that bear delicious fruil 
So various, not to tafte that only Tree 
Of Knowledge, planted by the Tree of Life, 

So near grows death to life, whate'er death is, 425: 
Some dreadful thing no doubt : for well thou know'it 
God hath pronounc’d it death to tafte that tree , 
The., only lign of our obedience left, 

Among fo many figns of pow’r and rule 

Confer’d upon us, and dominion giv’n 439 

Over all other creatures that pofleis 

Earth , air , and fea , Then let us not think hard 

One eafie prohibition , who enjoy 

Free leave fo large to all things elfe, and choice 

Unlimited of manifold delights : 43^3 

But let us ever praife him ^ and extoll 

His bounty, following our delightful task 

To prune thefe growing plants, & tend thcfe flow’rs; 

Which were it toilfome , yet with thee were fweef.' 

To whom thus Eve reply’d. Othou for whom 440 
And from whom I was form’d , fleih of thy flelh. 
And without whom am to no end , my guide 
And head ! what thou haft faid is juft and right ; 

For we to-him indeed all praifes owe. 

And daily thanks'; I chiefly, who enjoy 445 

So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 
PraBeminent by fo much odds , while thou 
Like confort to thy felf canft no where find^ 

That day I oft remember, when from fleep 
I firft awak’d, and found my felf repos’d 450 

Under a ftiade of flow’rs, much wond’ring where 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how. 
Not diftant far from thence a murmuring found 
Of waters ifiu’d from a cave, and fpread 
Into a liquid plain, then,ftood unmov’d 455 

Pure as ta expanfe of heav’n : I thither went 
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Wirfi unexperienc’d thought, and laid me’dowu 
On the green bank , to look into the clear 
Smooth lake , that to me feem’d another sky . 

As I bent down to look, juft oppofite , 46c 

A (hape within the watry "kam appear’d. 

Bending to look on me . 1 ftarted back , r 

It ftarted back j but pleas’d I foon return'd , r 
Pleas’d it return’d as foon with anfwering looks 
Of fympathy and love : there I had fix’d 465 

Mine eyes till now , and pin’d with vain deftre , 

Had not a voice thus warn’d me,. “ What thou feefl, 
** What there thou feeft, lair Creature, is thy felf, 
** With thee it came and goes : but follow me , 

** And I will bring thee where no (hadow ftays 470 
“ Thy coming, and thy foft embraces, he 

Whole image thou art, him tliou (halt enjoy 
“ Infeparably thine, to him (halt bear 
“ Multitudes like thy felf, and thence he call’d 
w Mother of human race . ” What foukl 1 dq , 47.5 

But follow flraight, invifihly thus led? 

■Till I cfpy’d thee, fair indeed and rail, 

XJnder a plantan, yet 'methought lefs fair, 

Lefs winning foft, lefs amiably mild, 

Than that fmooih watry im‘age: back I turn’d, 480 
Thou following ay’dfl aloud, return lair Eve, 
■Whom fly 'ft thou ? whom thou fly ’ft, of him thou art. 
His flclh, his bone; to give tkcc being I lent 
Out of my iide to thee, neareft my heart 
Subftantial life , to have thee by my fide 
Henceforth an individual folace dear. 

Part of my foul, I feek thee, and thee claim 
My other felf I — with that thy gentle hand 
Seis’d mine, I yielded , and from that lime fee 
How beauty is excell’d by manly grace, 

- And wifdom* which alone is truly fair. 

So fpake our general mother, and with eyes 
iQf conjugal atiraftion nnreprov’d , 
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Anti meek furrender , half embracing lean’d 
On our firii father ; half her fwelling bread 495 
Naked met his under the flowing gold 
Ofher loofe trelfcs hid : he in delight 
Both of her beauty and fubmilhve charms 
Smil'd with fuperior love , as J u p i t t r 
O n JuJto fmiles.when he hnprcgns the clouds 509 
That Ihed May flow'rs ; and prels’d her matron lip 
With kifles pure: afide the Devil turn’d 
For envy , yet with jealous leer malign 
Ey’d them askance, and to himfelf thus plain’d, 

j. 1 

Sight hateful, fight tormenting! thus thefe two 5C5 
Imparadis’d in one anotheis arms, 

(The happier E'b bV ) ihall enjoy their fid 
Ofblils on hlifs, 'While I to Hell am thrult. 

Where neither jojrftior love, but fierce defire, 
(Among our other' torments not the lead) • 510 

Still unfulfill’d with pain of longing, pines. 

Yet let me not forget what I have" gain’d 
From their own mouths; all is not theirs it Teems: 
One fatal Tree there Hands of Knowledge call'd. 
Forbidden them to tafte : Knowledge forbidden? 515 
Sufpicious, reafcnlefs. Why fhould their Lord 
Envy them tiiat? can it be fin to know? 

Can it be death ? and do they only Hand 
By ignorance? is that their happy flate , 

The proof of their obedience and their faith ? 

0 fair foundation laid whereon to build 

Their ruin ! hence 1 w'ill excite their minds 

With more defire to know, and to rejedt 

Envious commands, invented with dciign 

To keep them low whom knowledge might exalt jzj 

Equal with Gods; afpiring to be Tuch , 

They tafte and die : w'hat likelier can enfue? • 

But nrft with narrow fearch I mnft walk round 
This garden, and no comer leave unipy’d; 

A chance but chance may lead where 1 may meet 530 

E j Some 
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Some wandring Spirit of Hcav’n , by fountain fide , 
Or in thick (hade retir’d , from him to draw 
What further would be learn’d . Live while ye may 
Yet happy pair; enjoy, till 1 return, 

Short pleafures, for long woes are to fucceed. 535 

• / , 

So faying , his proud ftep he fcornful turn’d , 

But with fly circumfpeftion , and began [roam. 

• Through wood, through waftc, o’er jfiilUo’er dale his 
Mean-while in utmoft longitude , where heav’n 
With earth and ocean meets , the fetiing Sun 540 
Slowly defcended, and with right afpeA 
Againfl the eaftcrn gate of-Paradife 
Level’d his ev’ning rays : it was a rock 
Qf alabafler, pil’d up to the clouds , 1 

Confpicuous far , winding with one afcent 545 
Acceffible from* earth , one entrance high ; 

The reft was craggy clitF, that overhung 
Still as it rofe, impolTible to climb. •) 

Betwixt thcfe rocky pillars G a b r i l fat , 

Chief of th’ Angelic guards , awaiting night : 550 

About him exercis’d heroic games 
Th’ unarmed youth of Heav’n, but nigh at hand 
Coeleftial armory , ihields , helms , and fpears , 

Hung high with diamond flaming, and with gold. 
Thither came Uriel, gliding through the ev’n 55 j 
On a Sun beam, fwift as a ihooting ftar 
In Autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir’d 
Imprefs the air, and (hews the mariner 
From what point of his Compafs to beware 
Impetuous winds ; he thus began in hafie , 560 

Gabriel, to thee thy courli by lot hath giv’n 
Charge and flri«n: watch, that to this happy place 
No evil thing approach , or enter in : 

This day at height of noon came to my fphear 

A fpirit , zealous, as he feem’d , to know 

More of th’ Almighty’s vvorks , and chiefly man , i 

God’s 
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Goi’s lateft image : I defcrib'd his way 
Bent all on fpeed , and mark'd his aery gait : 

But in the mount that lies from E p e n north , 

Where he'firft lighted, foon difcern’d his looks 570 
Alien from Heav’n, with paffions foul obfcur'd: 

Mine eye perfu’d him ftill , but under (hade 
Loft fi^t.of him; one of the baniih’d crew, 

I fear, hath ventur’d from the deep to raife 
New troubles; him thy car? muft be tp find. $75 

To whom the winged warrior thus return’d ; 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfea fight. 

Amid the Sun’s bright circle where thou lit'ft. 

See far and wide : in at this gate none pafs 
The vigilance here plac’d , but fuch as come 580 
Well known from Heav’n; and fince meridian hour 
No creature thence. If fpirit of other fort, ' 

So minded , have o’erleap’d thefe earthy bpunds. 

On purpofe . hard thou know’ft it to exdude 
Spiritual fubftance with corporeal bar. 585 

But if within the circuit of thefe walks, 

In whatfoever fhape he lurk , of whom 
Thou tcirft , by morrow dawning I (hall know . 

So promis’d he , and U n i b l to his charge $8() 
Return’d on that bright beam,whofe point now rais’d 
Bore him flope downward to the Sun, now fall’n 
Beneath th’ A r p a e s ; ( whether the prime orb , 
Incredible how fwift, had thither rowl’d , • 

Diurnal, or this lefs voUibil earth 
B7 (horter Bight to th’eaft, had left him there 59$^ 
Arraying with refleded purple , and gold , 

The clouds that on his wellern throne attend . ) ^ 

Now came ftill evening on ,i and twilight gray 
Had in her fober livery all things clad ; 

Silence accompany’d , for beaft and bird , 600 

They to their'gra(Ty couch, thefe to their nefts 
Were flunk i dl but the wakeful nightingale : , 


Digitized by Googic 


PARADISE LOST. Book IV. 

Khe all night long her amorous defcant fung; 

Silence was pleas’d : now glow'd the firmament 
With living faphifs; Hesperus that led 6oj 
The ftarry holt rode brjghtell . till the moon 
Rifing in clouded majclty at length, 

Apparent Queen , mivaird- her pccrlefs light, 

And o’er me dark her filver mantle threw ; 

When Adam thus to Eve: fair confort, th’ hour 6io 
Of night, and all things now retir’d to rell 
Mind us of like repole, fince God hath fet 
Labor and reft, as day and night to men 
Succeftive; and the timely dew of fleep 
Now falling with foft flumbrous weight, inclines 615 
Our eye-lids: other creatures all day long 
- Rove idle, unemploy’d, and Icfs need reft: 

Man hath his daily work of body , or mind , 
Appointed, which declares his dignity. 

And the regard of Heiv’n on all his ways : 610 

While other animals nnadive range, 

And of their doings God takes no account. 
To-morrow , e're frelh morning ftreak the eaft 
With firft approach of light, we muft be ris’n, 

And at our pleafant labor, to reform • 6zj 

Yon flovv’ry arbors, yonder allies green 

Our walk at noon , with branches overgrown ; 

That mock our fcant manuring , and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth . 
Thofe blolFoms alfo, and thofe dropping gums, 630 
That lie beftrown unfightly and unfmooih , 

Ask riddance , if we mean to tread with eafe : 

Mean while, as natur? wills , night bids us reft* 

To whom thus Eve with perfe<ft beauty adorn’d: 
My author and difpofer ! what thou bidft 635 
TJnargu’d I obey; fo God ordains, 

God is, thy law, thou mine: to know no more 
Is woman’s happieft knowledge, and her praife. 

With thee converfmg I forget all time, 

All 
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All feafons and their change, all pleafe alike; 64a 
Sweet is the breath of morn , her tifing fweet, 

With charm of earlieft birds; pleafant the Sun, 

When firll on this delightful land he fpfeads 
His orient beams, on herb# tree* fruit, and flow’r, 
Cliftring with dew ; fragrant the fertile earth 64J 
After foft (how’rs : and fweet th'e coming on 
Of grateful ev’ning mild; then filent night 
With this her folemn bird , and this fair moon ^ 

And thefe the gems of heav'n , her ftarry train , 
but neither breath of morn , when Ihe afcends 65(X 
With charm of earlieft birds; nor rifing Sun 
On this delightful land; nor herb, fruit, flow’r, 
Gliflring with dew; nor fragrance after fhow’rs; 

Nor grateful evening mild; nor lilent night , 

With this her folemn bird, nor walk by moon, 
c^r glittering ftar-light, without thee is fweet. 

But wherefore all night long Ihine thefe , for whon^ 
This glorious fight, when Ueep hath ftiut all eyes? 

To VY*hom our general anceftor reply’d : 

Daughter of God and man, accomplilh’d Eve, 660 
Thole h^ve their courfe to finilh , round the earth , 
By morrow ev’ning, and from land to land 
Jn order, though to nations yet unborn, 

Miniftring light prepar’d , they fet and rife ; 

Left total darknefs ftiould by night regain 6 C^ 
Her old polTcflion, and extinguilh life 
In nature and all things; which thefe foft fires 
Not only enlighten , but with kindly heat 
Of various influence foment and warm , 

Temper or nourifti; or in part ftied down 670 
Their ftellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On earth ; made hereby apter to receive 
Pcrfcdlion from the Sun’s more potent ray. 

Thefe then, though unbeh.eld in deep of night, 674 
Shine not in vain; nor tlflnk, though men were none, 
'i’hat heav’n would want fpedlators. Gob want praife; 

MilliofiS 
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Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unfeen , both when we wake , and when we fleep. 
All *^hefe with ceafelefs praife his works behold 
Both day and night : how often from the lieep 680 
Of echoing hill, or thicket, have we heard 
Coeleftial Voices to the midnight airj 
( Sole , or refponfive each to other’s note ) 

Singing their great Creator;. oft in bands 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 685 
With heav’nly touch of inftrumental founds. 

In full harmonic number join’d , their fongs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Heaven, 

f 

Thus talking, hand in hand, alone they pafs’d 
On to their blifsful Bow’r: it was a place 690 
Chos’n by the fov’reign planter , when he fram’d 
All things to man’s delightful ufe ; the roof 
Of thickell covert was inwoven fnade 
Laurel and myrtle; and what higher grew 
, Of firm and fragrant leaf: on either fide 695 

Acanthus , and each od’rous bulhy fhrub 
Fenc’d up the verdant wall : each beauteous flow’r , 
Iris all hues, rofes, and Jeifamin 
Rear’d high their flourilh’d. heads between, & wrought 
Mofaic; underfoot the violet, 700 

Crocus and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
Broider’d the ground, more color’d than with ftone 
Of cofiliefl: emblem: other creature here. 

Bead, bird, infed, or worm durft enter nofte; 

Such was their awe of man . In ftiady bow’r 705 
More facred and fequefter’d, though but feign’d. 
Pan or Sylvanus never flept, nor Nymph, 

Nor Faun us haunted. Herein clofe recefs 
With flowers, garlands, and fweet-frnelling herbs, 
Efpoufed Eye deckt firft her nuptial bed, 710 
And heay’nly Quires the Hymensean fung; 

What day the genial Angel to our fire 
Brought her in naked beauty, more adorn’d,* 
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More lovely than Pandora, whom the Gods 
Endow’d with all their gifts, (and O , too like 715 
In fad event ! ) when to th’ unwifer fon 
OfjAp.HET brouc^ht by Hermes, fhe infnar’d 
Mankind with her tahr looks , to be aveng’d 
On him who hadilgle Jove’s authentic fire. 

i\U 

. Thus^at their iftady Lodge arriv’d, both flood, 710 
Both turn’d , and under open sky ador’d 
The God that made both sky, air, earth andheav’n. 
Which they beheld, the moon’s refplendent globe. 
And ftarry pole ; 'Phou alfo mad’ft the night , 

Maker Omnipotent, and thou the d^y yzj 

Which we in our appointed work employ’d 
Have finifh’d , happy in our mutual help , 

And mutual love, the crown of all our blift 
Ordain’d by thee , and this delicious place 
For ns too large, where thy abundance wants 73d 
Partakers, and uncrop’d falls to the ground. 

But thoft haft promis’d from us two a race 
To fill the earth , who lhall with us extol 
Thy goodnefs infinite, both when we wake. 

And when v/e’feek, as now, thy gift of fleep. 73 j 

This fard unanimous, and other rites 
Obferving none, but adoration pure. 

Which God likes beft , into their inmoft bow^ 
Handed they went; and eas'd the putting ofiT 
Thefe troublefome difguifes which we wear, 740 
Straight lide by iide were laid: nor turn'd I ween 
Adam from his fair fpoiife, nor Eve the rites 
Myfterious of connubial love refus’d: 

Whatever hypocrites aufterely talk 

Of purity and place and innocence, 245 . 

Defaming as impure what God declarrt 

Pure , and commands to fome, leaves free to all. 

Our maker bids increafe, who bi<ls abftaJn 

But our deftroyer , foe to God and ijian.>- 

Hail 
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Hail wedded love ! myfterious law, truefource 75a 
Of human offspring , foie propriety 
In Paradife, of all things common elfe. 

By thee adult’rous luff was driv’n from men , 

Among the bellial herds to range ; by thee , 
(Founded in reafon, loyal, jult^ and pure) 7jy 
Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of father, fon , and brothe» firft were known . 

Far be it , that I (hould write thee lin or blame j 
Or think thee unbefitting holieft place* 

Perpetual fountain of domieftic fwects ! 760 

Whofe bed is undefil’d and chaftc pronounc’d * 

Prcfent , or paft , as Saints and Patriarchs us’d . 

Here Love his golden fhafts .employs, here lights 
His conftiint lamp, and waves his purple wings; 
Reigns here and revels : not in the bought fmile 765 
Of harlots, lovelefs, joylefs, unendear’d, 

Cafual fruition ; nor in Court-amours 

Mix’d dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball. 

Or ferenade , which the ftarv’d lover lings 

To his proud fair, bell quitted with difdain. 770 

Thefe, lull’d by*nightingales , embracing flept , 

And on their naked limbs the flow’ry roof 
Shower’d rofes, which the morn repair’d. Sleep on 
Blefl pair; and O ! yet happieft, if ye feek 
No happier llate, and know to know no more, yyy 

Now had night meafur’d with her lhadowy cone 
Half way ^up hill this vaft fublunar vault, 

, And from their ivory port the Cherubim 
Forth ilfu'ng at th’ accuffom’d hour, flood arm’d 
'J’o their night watches in warlike parade, 780 
When Gabriel to his next in pow’r thus fpake . 

* 

Uz z lEt , half thefe draw off, and coaft the fouth 
With fttiftcfl watch : thefe other wheel the north, 
Our circuit meets full well. As flame they part 
Half wheeling to the ihield, half to the fnear* 785 

From 
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From thefe , two ftrong and fubtile fpirits he call’d , 
That near him flood, and gave them thus in charge. 

ixHURiEL and Z e p h o m , with wing’d fpeed 
Search through this garden, leave unfcarch’d no nook ; 
But chiefly where thofe two fair creatures lodge, 790 
Now laid pprhaps afleep fecure of harm . 

This evening from the Sun’s decline arriv’d, 

Who tells of fome infernal fpirit feen 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought?) efcap’d 
The bars of Hell, on errand bad no doubt: 795 

Such where ye find, l'ei*e fail, and hither bring. 

So faying, on he led his. radiant files, 

Dazling the moon ; thefe to the bow^’r direft, 

In fearch of whom they fought : him thererthey found 
Squat like a toad , clofe at the ear of E v e ; 800 

A flaying by his deviliih art ‘to reach 
The organs of her fancy , and with them forge 
lllufions as he lift^ phantafms and dreams: 

Or if, infpiring venom, he might taint 
Th’ animal fpirits , that from pure blood arife 8oy 
Like gentle breaths from rivers pure; thence raife 
At laft diflemper’d, difeontented thoughts, 

Vain hope?, vain aims, inordinate delires. 

Blow up with high conceits ingendring pride. 

Him thus intent Ithuriel 'with his fpear 81O 
Touch’d lightly; (for i)0 falfehood can indure 
Touch of coeleftial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likenefs) up he ftarts 
Difeover’d and furpriz’d . As when a fpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 815 
Fit for the tun , fome magazine to ftore 
Againft a rumor’d war , the fmutty grain 
With fudden blaze diffus’d, inflames me air: 

So flarted up in his own fhape the Fiend. 

Back ftep’d thofe two fair angels half amaz’d 8zo 
So fudden to behold the grflly King; 

Yet thus, unmov’d with fear, accoll him foon. 

G Which , 
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Which of thofe rebel fpirits adjudg’d to Hell 
Coin’ll thou, efcapM thy prifon, and transform’d 
Why fat’ll thou, like an enemy in wait, Sij 
Here watching at the head of thefe that lleep ? 

Know ye not then, faid Satan, fill’d with fcorn, 
Know ye not Me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you , there fitting where you durll not foar; 

Not to know me argues your felves unknown, 830 
The lowell of your tlirong : or if ye know , 

Why ask ye, and fuperfluous begin ^ 

Your melTage, like to end as much in vain? - 

To whom thusZEPH0N,anf<irering fcorn withfeotn, 
Think not, revolted fpirit, thy lhape the fame, 835 
Clr undiminilh’d brightiiefs, to be known ' 

As when thou Itoodll in Heav’n upright and pure: 
That glory then , when thou no more wall good, 
Deparred from thee ; and thou refembl’H now 
Thy fin , and place of doom , obfeure and foul. 840 
But come , for thou , before , lhalt give account 
To him who fent us, whofe charge is to keep - 
This place inviolable, and thefe from harm. ' 

So fpake the Cherub , and his grave rebuke 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 845 

Invincible: abafh’d the Devil Hood, 

And felt how awful goodnefs is, and faw 
Virtue in her lhape how lovely , faw and pin’d 
His lofs: but chiefly to find here obferv’d 
His lullre vifibly impair’d; yet feerti’d 8501 

Undaunted. If I mull contend, faid he. 

Bell with the bell, the fender not the fent,’ 

Or all at once; more glory will be won. 

Or lefs be loll. Thy fear, faid Z e p h o n bold , 

Will favc us tryal what the leall can do 855 

Single againft thee wicked , and thence weak t 

The 
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The Fitnd reply 'd not , overcome with rage ; 

But like a proud fteed rein’d , went haughty on , 
Champing his iron curb: to drive or fly 
He held it vain ; awe from above had quell’d 860 
His heart, not elfe difmay’d.' Now drew they nigh 
The weftcrn point, where thofe half rounding guards 
Juft met, and clofing ftood in fquadron join’d , 
Awaiting next command; to whom their Chief, 

Ga B lU £1-1 from the front thus call’d aloud. 865 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hading this way , and now by glimps difcern 
Ithuriel ahd Z e p h o n through the fttadc , 

And with -them comes a third of regal port. 

But faded fplendor wan; who by^his gait 8*70 
And fierce demeanor feems the Prince of Hell ; 

Not likely to part hence without conteft : 

Stand firm , for in his look defiance low’rs. 

He fcarce had ended when thofe two approach’d, 
.And brief rejated whom they brought , where found , 
Howbufied', in what form and pofture couch’d. 876 
To whom with ftern regard thus Gabriel fpake . 

I 

Why haft thou, Satan, broke the bounds prefcrib’d 
To’ thy transgreflions , and difturb’d the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgflefs 880 
By thy example, but have pow’r and right 
To queftion thy bold entrance on this place ; 
Employ’d it feeips to violate fleep , and thofe 
Whofe dwelling God hath planted here in blifs ? 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brovy. 
Gabriel, thou hadft in Heav’n th’efteem of wife, 886 
An.d fuch I held thee ; but this queftion ask’d 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his p^in?^ 
Wha would not, finding way, break loofe from Hell, 
Tlio’ thither dooHiM.^lliou would’tt thy felf,no doubt, 

2 . And 
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And boldly venture to whatever place, 891 

Farthdl from pain ; where ihou migh’ft hope to change 
Torment with eafe, and fooneft recompenfe 
Dole with delight, whicli in this place I fought: 

To thee no reafon, who know'll only good, 895 

But evil haft not try’d. And wilt objed 

His will who bound us i' let him furer bar 

His iron gates , if he intends our ftay 

In that dark durance ! thus much what was ask’d: 

The reft is true: they found me where they fay; 900 

But that implies not violence, or harm. 

Thus he in fcorn . The warlike Angel mov’df 
Difdainfully half fmiling, thus reply’d. 

O lofs of one in Heav’n to judge of wife , 

Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew! 905 
And now returns him from his prifon fcap’d. 

Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife 
Or not , who ask what boldnefs brought him liithef 
Dnlicens’d, from his bounds in Hell preferib’d; 

So wife he judges it to fly from pain 910 

However, and to fcape his punilhment. 

So judge thou ftill, prefumptuous * till the wrath. 
Which thou incur’ft by flying, meet thy flight 
Sev’nfold , and fcourge that wifdom back to Hell , 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 915 
Can equal anger infinite provok’d. 

But wherefore thou alone ?' wherefore witii thee 
Came not all Hell broke loofe ? is pain to them 
Lefs pain , Icfs to be fled ? or thou than they 
Lefs hardy to indure } courageous chief I 9x0 
The firft in flight from pain ! hadft thou alledg'd 
To thy deferred hoft this caufe of flight, 

Thou furely hadft not come foie fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus anfwcr’d frowning ftern . 
Not that I lefs indure, or fhrink from pain., 9x5 
infulting Angel , well thou knowft ; 1 ftood 
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The ficrceft, when in battel to thy aid 
The blading vollied thunder made all fpeed^ 

And feconded thy dfe not dreaded fpear. 

But ftill thy words at random, as before. 

Argue thy inexperience what behoves 
From hard allays and ill fuccefles pall, • 

A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himfelf untry’d: 

I therefore, 1 alone firft undertook 
To wing the defolate Abyfs, and fpy 
This new created world, whereof in' Hell 
Fame is not filent; here in hope' to find 
Better abode , and my afflided Pow’rs 
To fettle here on earth,, or, in mid air; 

Though , for poflTelfion , put to try once more 
What thou and thy gay legions dare againft ; 

Whofe eafier bulinefs were to ferve their Lord 
High up in Heav'n , with fongs to hymn his throne-,' 
And praftis’d diltances to cringe, not fight. . 945' 

To whom the warrior Angel foon reply’d ; 

To fay, and llraighi un-fay, pretending firft 
"Wife to fly pain, profefling .next the fpy. 

Argues no leader but a liar trac’d, 

Satak! and couldft thou faithful add ?0 name, 95^ 
O facred name of faitbfulnefs profan’d ! 

Faithful to whom ? to th^ rebellious crew ? 

Army of fiends', fit body to fit head. 

Was this your difeiphne and faith engag’d. 

Your military obedience, to diflblve 955' 

Allegiance to th’ acknowledg’d Pow’r fupreme ? 

And thou , fly hypocrite ! who now wouldft feem 
Patron of liberty , who more than thou 
Once fawn’d and cring’d, and fervily ador’d 
Heav’n’s awful Monarch ? wherefore, but ia hope 960 
T o difpoflefs him , and thy felf to reign ? 

But mark what 1 aread thee now : avant ! 

Fly thither whence thou fiedft : if from this hour , 

G 3 Within 
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Within thefe hallow’d limits thou appear. 

Back to th’ infernal pit I drag thee chain’d , j i 
And feal thee fo, as henceforth not to fcorn 
The facil gates of Hell too flightly barr’d. 

So threaten’d he , but S 4 t a to no threats 
Gave heed , but waxing more in ragea:eply’^. 

Then when I am thy captive talk of- chains," 9]o 
Proud limitary Cherub! hut e’rc then " 

Far heavier load thy fcif expeft to feel 
From my prevailing arm ; though Heaven’s King 
Ride on thy wings, and tfiou with thy compeers, 
Us’d to the yoke, draw’ll his triumphant wheels 975 
Tn progrefs through the row of Heav’n ftar-pav’d . 

While thus he fpake, th’ Angelic fquadron bri^it 
Turn’d fiery red, Iharpningdn mooned horns. 

Their phalanx, and. began to hem him round 
With ported Ipears, as thick as when a field 980 
Of C{i.iL£s ripe for harveft waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears , which way the wmd 
Sways them ; the careful plowman doubting (lands, . 
Left on the threlhing floor his hopeful Iheaves 
^ove chaff. On tli’ other fide Satan alarm’d , 985 
Collecfting all his migl}t dilated flood 
Like Tenfuif, or'AxLAs, unremov’d: 

His ftature reach’d the sky , and on his creft 
Sat horror plum’d ; nor wanted in his grafp 
What feem’d both fpear & (hield. Now dreadful deeds 
Miglit have enfu’d, nor only Paradife • 991 

In this commotion , but the ftarry cope 
Of heav’n perhaps, or all the elements 
At leaft had gone to wrack , difturb’d and torn 
With violence of this confiid , had not foon 995 
Th’ Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray . 

Hung forth in Heav’n his golden fcales, yet feen 
Bpfwixt A « T R A A and the Scorpion lign , 

Whci;c& 
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ftjifigs created firft he weigh’d, 
^(Tje^^hdulous. round earth , with baUanc’d aij lOOQ 
• « cdunterpoife ; now ponders all invents , 

- Iitiefe and reahrxs : in thefe he put two- weig^ 

; fcquereach of parting, and of fight; * 

> Tic latter quick up flew , and kick’d the beam : 
Jpriiich Gabriel fpying, thus befpake the Fiend. 1005 
P* “I. - ‘ ■ ' 

& ^‘Satam.I know thy firength,&thou kiiow’ft mine, 
^ Ikithcr our own but giv'n what folly then 
I To hoall what arms can' do', fince thine no more 
f e^banHeav’n permits, nOr mine, though doubled now 
IpfTf^ trample thee as mke ; for proof look up, loio 
^ Jind read thy lot in yon coeleftial figri, • 

* Where thou art weigh’d, & Chown howTight,how weak, 
If thou refift. — The Fiend look’d up , and knew 
His mounted fcale aloft: nor more; but fled 
; Murm'ring,dc with him fled the fttades of night. 1 01 j 
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BOOK F. 


HE A*RG^MENT. 

rniifg approach'd , Eve relates to Adam her trouhte* 
iftmedrcami be likes it noty yet comforts her : they 
tome forth to their day labors : thdr morning hymn at 
flhe door of their boTVer. G op to render Mats inexcit- 
le lends Raphael to admonijh him of his obedience , 
j^lns free efiate,of his enemy near at hand, who he is, 
1/ohy kis enemy , and whatever elfe may avot^Adzm 
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ta know. Raphael comes doWn to Paradife ; his appea- 
rance defcrib' d , his coming difcern d by Adam afar nff' 
fitting at the door of his bower ; he goes out to meet him,y 
brings him to his lodge, entertains him with the choicefi 
fruits of Paradife got together by Eve; their difcourfe 
at table; Raphael performs hismeffage, minds Adzm 
of his flate and of his enemy ; relates at Adam’i re-, 
quefl who that enemy is , and how he came to be fo , 
beginning from his firfi revolt in Heax>en, and the ac~ 
caficn thereof-, how he drew his legions after him to 
the parts of the north , and there incited them to rebel 
with him , perfuading all but only Abdiel a Seraph , 
who in argument difiuades and oppofes him\ then fpr~ 
fakes him , 

OVf morn her rofy fteps in th’eaftern 
dime 

Advandng , fow'd the earth with orient 
- pearl , 

When Adam wak’d : fo cuftom’d ; fdf 
his fleep , 

Was aery-light, from pure digeflion bted. 

And temperate vapors bland, which th’onlylound * j 
Of leaves and fuming rills ( Au r o r a ' s fan) 

Lightly difpers’d , and the fhrill matin long 
Of birds on every bough. So much the more 
His wonder was, to find unwaken’d Eve 
With trefi'es difeompos'd, and glovying cheek,' lo 
As through unquiet reil : he on his tide 
* Leaning half rais’d , with looks of cordial iQve 
Hung over her enamor’d, and beheld 
Beauty ,’ which whether waking or afleep. 

Shot forth peculiar graces: then, with voice Ij 
Mild as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes , 

Her 

* Perhepi theft two VerftJ were originetUy diSated hy the .ySuthtr 
thus : 

And temperate vapors bland from fuming rills , 
Which'th’ only louml of leaves (Aurora’s fan-} 
JjightJy dilpets’d, 
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Her hand foft touching , whifper’d thus: Awake 
My faireft, my efpous'd, my la^eft found, 

Heav’n’s laft beft gift, my ever new delight! 

Awake : the morning Ihines , and the frerfi field 20 
Calls us, we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring 
Our tended plants , how blows the citron grove , 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed. 
How nature paints her colors , how the bee 
Sits on the bloom extradting liquid fweet. 25 


Such whifpering wak’d her, but with ftaitl’d eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus (he fpake. 


0 foie in whom my thoughts find all repofe , 

My glory , my perfeftion ! glad I fee 
Thv face, and morn return’d; for 1 tljis night, 3a 
Such night till this I never pafs’d , have dream'd , - 
(If dream’d) not, as I oft am wont, of ihee. 
Works of day pafs’d, or morrow’s next defign; 

But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night. Methought 35^ 
Clofe at mine ear one call’d me forth to walk 
With gentle voice, I thought it tlfine; it faid , 

Why ileep'ft thou Eve? now is the pleafant time. 
The cool, the filent, fave where filence yields * 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 40 
Tunes fweeteft hi« love-iabor’d fong.; now reigns 
Fiill-orb’d the moon, and with more plealani light 
Shadowy fets off the face of things; in vain , 

If none regard: heav’n wakes with all his eyes, 
Whom to behold but thee , nature’s defire ? 45- 

In whofe fight all things joy , with ravifhment 
Attrafted by thy beauty Hill to gaze. 

I rofe as at thy call', hut found thee not; 

To find thee I directed then my walk; 

And on, methought, alone J pafs’d thro’ ways . 50 
That brought me on a fuddeo to the Tree 
Of interdiaed Knowledge; fair it feem’d, 
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Much fairer to my fancy than by day: 

And as I wondring look’d, befide it ftood 
One ihap’d and wing’d like one of thofe from Hcav’n 
By us oft feen : his dewy locks .diftiU’d 5^ 

Ambkosia; on that tree he alfo gaz’d; 

And O fair plant , faid he , wixh ffiut furcharg’d ! 

Deigns none to eafe thy load and taftc thy fweet. 

Nor God, nor Man ? Is knov\ ledge fo defpis’d? 

Or envy , or what referre forbids to tafte ? 

Forbid who will , none (hall from me with-hold 
Longer thy offer’d good : why clfe fet here i 
This faid he paus’d not, but with vent’rous arm 
He pluck’d, he tafted: me damp horror chill'd 65 
At filch bold words , vouch’d with a deed fo bold . 

But he thus, overjoy’d, O fruit divine! 

Sweet of thyfelf, but much more fweet thus crop’d! 
Forbidden here, it feems, as only fit 
For Gods , yet able to make Gods of men : 70 

And why not Gods of men , fince good the rao.re 
Communicated, more abundant grows, 

Tlie author not impair’d , but honor’d more l 
Here, happy creature, fair Angelic Eve I 
Partake thou alfo: happy though thou art, 7j 
Happier thou may’fl be, worthier canft not be: 

Tafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 
Thy felf a Goddefs, not to earth confin’d. 

But foinetimes in the air , as we , foractimes 
Afcend to Heav’n , by merit thine , and fee 80 
What life the Gods live there , and fuch live thou. 

So faying , he drew nigh , and to me held , 

Ev’n to my mouth , of that faipe fruit held part 
Which he had pluck’d : the pleafant favoury fmell 
So quicken’d appetite, that I, methought, 85 
Could not but tafte I Forthwith up to the clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld , 

The earth outftretch’d iramenfe , a profped wide 
And various : wond’ring at my flight and change 
To this high exLaltalion; faddcnly 90 

My 
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My guide was gone, and I, raethought, funk down, 
Anc\ fell afleep : but O , how glad 1 wak’d 
To find this but a dream! Thus Eve her night 
Related, and thus Apam anfwer’d fad. 

Bed image of my felf, and dearer half I 9j 
The trouble o.f thy thoughts this night in deep 
Affefts me equally ; nor can I like 
This uncouth dream , of evil fprung I fear. 

Yet evil whence? in thee can harbour none. 

Created pure . But know that iiv the foul lOO 
Are many leffer faculties that ferve 
Reafon as chiief : among thefe Fancy next 
Her office bolds : of all external things 
Which the five watchful fenfes reprefent , 

She forms imaginations, aery (hapes, loj 

Which Reafon joining or disjoining, frames 
All what we affirm , or what deny , and call 
Our knowledge or opinion; then retires 
Into her private cell, when nature reds. 

Oft in her abfence mimic Fancy wakes Iio 

To imitate her ; but misjoining fhapes, 

Wild work produces oft, and mod in dreams; 

111 matching words and deeds long pad or late . 

Some fuch. refemblances methinks 1 find 


I Of our lad evening’s talk, in this thy dream,* 115 
But with addition drange; yet be npt fad, 

Evil into the mind of p q d or Man 
i May cpmc and go , fo unapprov’d , and leave 
No fpot or blame behind : which gives me hope 
That what in deep thou didd abhor to dream , iio 
Waking thou never wilt confent to do. > 

Be not dishearten’d then , nor cloud thofe looks , 

' That wont to be more chearful and ferene , 

I Than when fair morning fiid fmiles on the world: 
And let us to our frelh employments rife , izj 
Among the grebes , the fountains and the flow’rs , 
That open now their choiced bofom’d fmells 
Referv’d from night , and kept for thee in dore; 

' So 
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So chear’d he his fair fpoufc * ^nd flic was cheat’d. 
But filently a gentle tear let fall .• 130 

From cither eye ,• and wip’d them with her hair : 

T wo other precious drops that ready Hood , 

Each in their chryftal fluice , he e’re they fell 
Kifs’d, as the gracious figns of fweet rcmorfe. 

And pious awe , that fear’d to have offended. 135 
So all was clear’d, and to the field they hafte: 

But firft from under lhady arborous roof. 

Soon as they forth were come to open fights 
Of day-fpring , and the Sun ( who fcarce up-ris’a 
With wheels, yet hov’ring o’er the ocean brim , 140 
Shot pararel to th’ earth his dewy ray, 

Difcovering in wide landfcape'ail the eaft 
Of ParadiJe, and Eden’s happy plains.) 

Lowly they bow’d , adoring , and began 

Their prifons, each morning duly paid I45 

In various ftyle; for neither various ftyle 

Nor holy japture wanted they to praife 

Their Maker, in fit ftrains pronounc’d or fung 

Unmediated , fuch prompt eloquence 

Flow’d from their lips, in profe or numerous verfe : 1 5<> 

More tunable, than needed lute or harp 

To add more fweetnefs, and they thus began. 

Thefe are thy gloriou^ works , Parent of good I 
Almighty! thine this univerfal frame. 

Thus wondrous fair; thy felf how wondrous then! 
Unlpcakable! who litt’ll above thefe heav’ns , 156 

To us invifible, or dimly feen 
In thefe thy lowed works : yet thefe declare 
Thy gotlBnefs beyond thought, and pow’r divine. 
Speak* ye who beft can tell , ye fons of light, 1 160 
Angels I for ye behold him , and with fongs 
And choral fymphonies, day without night, 

’ Circle his throne rejoicing, ye iii Heav’n, 

Oh earth join all ye creatures to elPol 
kiim firlt, him lad, him midll, and without end! 

Faired 
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Faircft of .ftars , laft in the train of night , ’ 

If better thou belong not to the dawn , 

Sure pledge of day that crown’ft the fmiling morn 
With thy bright Circlet , praife him in thy fpheat 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of. prime, 170 
Thou Sun , of this great world both eye and foul , 
Acknowledge him thy greater , found his praife - 
In thy eternal courfe , both when thou climb’ft , 

And when high noon haft gain’d, & when thou fall’ft. 
Moon that now mcct’ft the"orientSun,now fly’ft i'7s 
With the fix’d ftars, fix’d in their orb that flies j 
And ye five other wandring fires , that move 
In myftic dance not without fong , refound 
His praife , who out of darknefs call’d up light. 

Air, and ve elements, the eldeft birth 180 

Of Nature’s womb , that in quaternion ran 
Perpetual circle , multiform , and mix 
And nourifti all things, let your ceafelefs Change 
Vary to our Great Maker Hill new praife. 

Ye mills and exhalations that now rife l8y 

From hill or ftcaming lake, dusky or grey, 

Til] the Sun paint your fleecy skirts with gold , 

In honor to the world’s great author rife; 

Whether to deck with clouds th’ uncolor’d sky, 

Or wet the thirfty earth with falling (how’rs, 190 
Rifing'or falling ftill advance his praife. 

His praife, ye winds, that from four quarters blow, 
Breathe foft or loud; and wave your tops, ye pines. 
With every plant, in fign of.worlhip wave. 
Fount.nns , and ye that warble, as ye flow*, 195 
Melodious murmurs, warbling nine his pr^ei 
.Join voices all ye living fouls , ye birds , ^ 

That ringing up to Heaven gate afCend, 

Bear on your wings , and in your notes , his praife ; 
Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk 100 
The earth, and llaiely tread, or lowly creep: 
Witn^fs if I be filent, morn or even. 

To hill, or valley, fountain, or freih fhade 
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Made vocal by my fong, and taught his praife. 

Hail Univerfal Lord ! be bounteous Hill 20c 

To give us only good: and if -the. night 
Have gather'd ought of evil, or conceal’d » 

Difpcrle it, as now light difpels the dark I 

So pray’d they innocent, and to their thoughts- 
Firm peace recover’d foon, and wonted calm, no 
On to their morning’s rural workjhey hafte 
Among fweet dews and flow'rs; where any row 
Of fruit-trees over-woody reach’d too far 
Their pamper’d boughs , and needed hands to check 
Fruitlel's embraces: or they led the vine zif 

To wed her elm; (he fpous’d, about him twines 
Her marriageable arms , and with her brings 
Her dow’r rh’ adopted clutters, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus. employ’d beheld 
With pity Heav’n’s high King, and -to him call’d iid 
Raphael, the fociablc fpirit , that deign’d * . ; 

To travel with Tobias, and fecur’d , ■ • 

His marriage with the feventimes wedded maid. 

Raphael, faid'\ he, thou hear’fl: what ftir on earth 
Satan, from Hell fcap’d tlrro’ the darkfome gulf. 
Hath rais’d in Paradife, and how difturb'd zz6 
This night the human pair, how he defigns 
In them at once to ruin all mankind: 

Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Converfe with Adam, in what bow’r or lhade 130 
Tliou find’ft him from the heat of noon retir’d. 

To refpit his day-labor with repaft. 

Or with repofe : and fuch difeourfe bring pn , 

As may advife him of his happy ftate , 

Happinefs in his pow’r left free to will, 135 . 

Left to his own free will; his will though freen 
Yet mutualple : whence warn him to beware 
He ferve not too fecure. Tell him withal 
His danger , and from whom ; What enemy 

‘ Late 
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Late fall'n himfdf from Heav’n , ijL plotting nojy Z4Q 
The fall of others from like ftate of blifs : 

By violence no t^QV that (hall withftood; 

But by deceit and lies ; this let him know , 

Left wilfully transgrefling , he pretend 
SurprUal, unadmonilh’d , unfgrcwwn’d. 


So fpake th’ Eternal ‘'Fa thee, and fulfill’d 
All jufticc : nor delay’d the winged faint 
After his charge receiv’d ; but from among 
Thoufand coeleftial Ardors., where he flood 
VciPd with his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light, ayo 
Tlew through the midft of Heav’n : th’ Angelic Quire® 
On each hand parting , to his fpeed gave way 
Through all th’ empyreal road ; till at the gate 
Of Heav’n arriv’d , the gate felf-open’d wide 
On golden hinges turning , as by work zyj 

DiHne.'the fov’reign archite(fl had fram’d. 

•From hence (no cloud, or, to obflrU(St his fight. 
Star interpos.’d , ) however fmall, he fees 
. ( Not uncOnform to other ftiining globes ) 

Earth , and the Gard’n of G o d , with cedars crown'd 
Above all hills . As when by night the glafs i6i 
Of Galileo, Icfs affur’d , oblerves 
Imagin’d lands and regions in the moon : 

Or pilot from amidft the Ctclades, 

Delos, or Samos, firfl appearing kens 
A cloudy fpot. Down thither proiie in flight 
He fpceds , and through the vaft ethereal sky 
Sails between worlds and worlds : with fteddy wing 
Now on the polar winds ; then with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air: till within ibar 270 
Of towring eagles , t’ all the fowls he feems 
L . A Phsnix gaz’d by all , as that foie bird , ' 

I When to inlhrine his reliques in the Sun’s 

Bright temple , to ^Egyptian Thebes he flies . 
At once on th’eaftern cliflf of Paradife 175 

lie lights , and to his proper lhape returns , 

A 
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A Seraph wing’d : lix wings he wore , to ftiade 
His lineament? divine; the pair that clad 
Each Ihoulder broad > came mantling o’er his breaft 
With regal ornament: the middle pair. z8o 

Girt like a ftarry zone his waift, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs w^ith downy gold.} 

And colors dip’d in heav’n : the third, his feet 
Shadow’d from either heel with feather’d mail , 

Sky tindur’d grain. Like Mai a’s fon he Hood, iSj 
And (hook his plumes , that heav’nly fragrance fill’d 
The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the bands 
Of Angels under watch; and to hls ftaie, 

And to his meflage high in honor rife j ~ 189 
For on fome meffage high they guefs’d him bound. 
Their glitt’ring tents he pafs’d , and ijow is come 
Into the blifsfull field , through groves of myrrh , 

And flow’ring odors, caffia, nard, and. balm; 

A wildernefs of fweets ! for .Nature here 
Wanton’d as in her prime , and plaid at will ipy 
Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more fweet, 

Wild above rule or art; enormous • blifs ! 

Him through the fpicy foreft onward come 
Adat.i difcern’d, as in the door he fat 
Of his cool bow’r , while now tlie mounted Sun 300 
Shot down direifl his fervid rays to warm 
Eart’n’s inmoft womb, (more warmth than Aoam needs:) 
And Eve within, due at her hour prepar’d 
For dinner favoury fruits, of tafte to pleafe 
True appetite, and not disreliih third 3 ®? 

Of iiedtarous draughts between, from milky dream » 
Berry or grape; to whom thus Adam call’d. 

Hafle hither Eve , and worth thy fight behold 
Eadward among thofe trees , what glorious diapc 
Comes this way moving; feems another morn 310 
Ris'n on mid-noon ; fome great behcd from Heav’n 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchfafe 
This day to be our gued. But go with fpecd, 

And 
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And what thy fteres contain , bring forth and pour 
Abundance, fit to honor and receive , 31 

Our heav’nly ftranger ; well we may afford 
Oar givers their own gifts » and large bellow 
From la^e bellow’d, where Nature multiplies 
Her fertil growth , and by disburd’ning grows 
More fruitful, which inftrufts us not to fpare. 31 


To whom thus Eve. AdaiI, earth’s hallow’d mould 
Of Go D infpir’d ! fmall llore will ferve , where ftorcj 
All feafons , ripe for ufe hangs on the ftalk ; 

Save what by frifgal lloring firmnefs gains 

To nourilh, and fuperfluous moift cpnfumesi 315 

But I will hade , and from each bough and brake , 

Each plant, and juicieft gourd, will pluck fuch choice 

To entertain our’^ngel-guell, as he 

Beholding lhall confels, that here on earth 

God hath difpens’d his bounties, as in Heav’n . 33^ 

So faying , with difpatchfttl looks in hafte j 
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to ctiufc for delicacy beftj 
What orders fo contriv’d as not to mix 
Talles* not well join’d , inelegant, but brin^ 33 j 
Talle after tafte, upheld with kindlieft change: 

Bellirs her then , and from each tender ftalk 
Whatever earth all-bearing mother yields 
In India eaft or weft j or middle Ihore 
In P o N T u s , or the Punic coaft , or where 340 
AiciNbus reign’d, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough, or fmooth rind , or bearded husk, or Ihell, 
She gamers ; tribute large ! and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand: for drink, the grape 
She crulhes (inoffenfive rauft) and meathes 345 
From many a berry ; and from fwcet kernels prefs’d. 
She tempers dulcet creams j nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit veffels pure : then llrevs the ground 
With rofe, and odors from the ihrub xwifuin’u . 

H Mean 
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Mean while our primitive great fire , to meet 350 
His god-like guelt , walks forth , without ttiore train : 
Accompany’d than with his own complete ,| 

perfections; in himfelf was all his ftate; 1, 

MoreMblemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On Princes, wiien thejr rich retinue long 355 

• Of horfes led , and grooms befijieac’d with gold 
Datles the crowds and lets 'them all -agape. 

Nearer his prefencc A.'b AM though nob aw’d, 
Vefwitli fubmifs approach,, and reverence meek, 

As to a fuperior nature, boding low. 360 

Tims faid . Native of Heaven I ( for othel: place 
None can than Heaven fitch glorious ihape contain) 
Since by defeending from the 'Thrones above# 
Thofe happy places thou haft deign’d a while 
To want* and honor ihefe, vouchfafe w'ith ui 365 
Two only, who yet by fov’reign gift poflefs 
This fpacious ground * in yonder lhady bqw’r 
To reft; and What the garden choiceft bears 
To fit and tafte, till this meridian heat 
Be over, ^nd*the Sun more cool decline* 3yd 

* * « 

Whom thus th’ Angelic Virtue anlWer'd mild, 
Adam, I therefore came , nor art thou fueh 
Oeated ,• or fuch place haft here to dwells 
As may not oft invite , though fpirits of Heav’n » 

To vifit thee: lead on then where.thy bow’r * 37$ 
O’erihades ; for thefe mid-hdhrs , till ’cv’ning rife 
I have at will. So to the fylvan lodgtfV I 

They came that like P o m o n a’s, arbor fmil’d 
^With flowrets deck’d, and fragrant fmells: but^VB 
Undeck’d, fave with her felf more lovely fair 380 
Than Wood-Nymph, or the fairtft Goddefs feign’d 
Of three, that in mount Ida hake'd ftrovc. 

Stood t’ entertain her guelt from Heav’n; no veil 
She needed, virtue-proof, no thought infirm 
Alter’d her cheek. On whom the Angel Hail ■ 3S5 
Beftow’d , the holy falutation us’d 
Long after to bleft Mary, fecond Eve. , 

Hail 
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■Hail Mother of Mankind ! whofc fruitful womb 
all fill the world more numerous with thy fons. 
Than with thefe various fruits the trees of God 390 
'fiavc heap’d this table. Rais’d of grafly turf 
^hcir table was, and mofly feats had round:* ‘ 

' And on her ample fquare , from fide to fide , 

All Autumn pil’d » though Spring and Autumn here 
Danc’d hand in hand. A while difcourfe they hold; 
(No fear left dinner cool) w^en thus began 396 
Our author . Heav’nly ftranger ! pleafc to tafte 
Thefe bounties which ’our nourilher, from whom 
All perfect r,ood , unnieafur’d jDUt, defcends 
To us for food , and for delight , hath caus’d 400 
The earth to yield : u'nfavoury food perhaps 
To fpiritual natures; only this I' know. 

That one celeftial Father gives fo all . 


To whom the Angel. Therfcfore what he gives 
( Whofe praife be, ever fung ! ) to man , in part 40^ 
Spiritual, may.^{ purcft fpirits be found 
No ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligential-fubftances require. 

As doth your rational : and both contain 
Withfn them every lower faculty 4to 

Or fenfe., whereby they hear, fee, fm ell, touch* tafte; 
Tailing concoft, digcft, afiimilate. 

And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 

• For know , whatever was created , needs 
, To be luftain’d and fed: of elements. ^ 415 

The grofler feeds the purer*, earth the Tea;. 

Earth and the fea feed air; the air thofe fires 
Ethereal ; and as loweft , firft the moon ; 

Whence in her vifage round thofe fpots , unpurg’d 
Vapors, not yet into her fubllancc turn’d. 420 
Nor doth the moon no nourifhment exhale 
From her moift continent, to higher orbs. 

The Sun, that light imparts t6 all, receives 

H 2 From 
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From all his alimental recompcnfe. 

In humid cxliahtions; and at ev’n 415 

Sups with the ocean . Though in Hcav’n the trees 
Of life ambrofial fruitage bear , and vines 
Yield Ncfiar; though from off the boughs each mom 
>We brufti mellifluous dews , and find the ground 
■ Cover’d with pearly grain : yet God hath here 43c 
, Varied his bounty fo with new delights > , 

As may compare with Heaven; and to tafte ^ 

Think not I lhail be nice. — So down theyfi. 

And to their viands fell, nor feemingly 
The Angel, nor in raid, (th*e common glols 43^ 
Gf Theologians) but with keen difpatch 
Of real hujiger, and concodlive heat 
Tp tranfubllantiate : what redounds, tranfpires 
Through fpirits with eafe, nor wonder; if by fire 
Of footy coal the empiric alchymift : 44c 

Caft- turn , or holds it poflible to turn , 

Wetals of droflieft ore to perfeft Gold, 

As from the mine . Mean while at table Eve 
^ inifter’d naked , and their flowing- cups 
With plcafant liquors crown’d . O innocence 445 
Deferving Paradife 1 if ever , then , 

T'hen had the fons of God excufe t’have been 
Enamor’d at that fight ; but in thofe hearts 
Love unlibidinous reign’d, nor'jealoufie 
Was underftood, the injur’d lover’s hell. 450 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had fuffic’d, 
Not burden’d nature, fudden mind arofe 
In A t A M , not to let th’ occafion pafs , 

Giv’n him by this great conference, to know ' 

' Of things above this world , and of their being 455 
Who dwdl in Heav’n : whofe excellence he law 
Tranfccnd his own/o far , whofe radiant forms , 
Divine effulgence ! whofe high pow’r, fo far 
Exceeded human; and his wary* fpeech 
Thus to th’ empyreal minifier be fram’d ^ 


46< 
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Inhabitant with G p d J now know I well 
Thy favor, in. this honor done to man; 

Under whofe lowly roof thou haft vouchfafd 
To enter , and thefe earthly fruits to, tafte , 

Food not of Anc;els, yet accepted fo, 46^ 

As that more wiflingly thou couldft not fejm 
AlHcav’n’s highfeafts t’have fed: yet what compare ? 

‘ To whom the winged Hierarch reply’d. 

0 Adam! one Almighty is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to him return, 47Q 
If not deprav’d from good , created all 
Such to perfection, one firlt matter all. 

Indu’d with various forms , various degrees 
Offubftance, and in things that live, of life; 

But more refin’d , more fpiritous, and pure , 475 ' 

As nearer to him plac’d , or nearer tending. 

Each in their feveral active fphears affign’d; 

TiU body up to fpirk work, in bounds 
Proportion’d to each icindw So, from the root 
■Springs lighter the green ftalk ; from thence the leaves 
More aery; -laft, the bright confummate fiow’r 48* 
Spirits odorous breathes; flow’rs, and their fruit, 
(Man’s nourilliment) by gradual, fcale fublim'd. 

To vital fpirits afpire , to animal , , > 

To intellectual;, give both life and fenfe, 485 
Fancy and underftanding ; whence the foul 
Rcafon receives ; and reafon is her being , 

Difeourfive, or intuitive; difeemfe 
1 « ofteft yours, the latter moft is ours; 

DiTring but in degree', of kind the fame . 490, 

Wonder not then , what God, for you, faw good 
h I refufe not , but convert , as. you , 

Tc) proper fubftance. Time may cbmo, ■when men 
With Angels may participate, .and find 
No inconvenient diet, nor toolight fare; ' 495 

And from thefe corporaF nutriments , perhaps. 

Your bodies may at laft turn all to. fpint , 

H I ImproY'i 
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Improv’d by traft of time; and wing’d ftfcer^d 
Ethereal, as we; or may at choice, * 

Here, or in bcav’nly .Paradifes dwell; 500 , 

Ii; YE BE FOUND OBEDIENT, a;id retain • ' 
Unalterably firm’ his love entire, 

Whofe progeny you are. Mean while, cnj0y 

Your fill what happinefs this happy Hate 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. 505 


To whom the patriarch of mankind reply’d : 
favorable fpirit, propitious gueft ! 

Well haft thou taught the way that might dire^ 

Our knowledge , and ijie fcale of nature fet 
From center to circumference; whereon, 510 
In contemplation of created things. 

By fteps we may afeend to God. But fay. 

What meant that caution join’d, if ye befound 
Obedient.^ Can we want obedience then 
To him, or poflBbly his love defert 515 

Who form’d us from the dull , and plac’d us here , 

Full to the utmoft meafure of what blifs 

Human dcfires ?an feek, or apprehend? i 

To whom the Angel. Son of heav’n and earth. 
Attend ! That thou art happy , owe to G o p ; 510 

That thou continu ft fuch , owe to thy felf. 

That is, to rhy obedience; therein ftand.^ 

This was that caution giv’n thee; he advis’d. 

God made thee perfed , not immutable ; 

And good he made thee; but to perfevere 5x5 
He left it in thy poty’r , ordain’d thy will 
By nature free, not pver-rul’d by fate 
Inextricable, or ftricl neceflity. . ' 

Our voluntary feryice he requires, 

Hot our neceflitated ; fiich with him 530 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find; for. how 
Can hearts, not free, be try’d whether they ferve 
Willing or no , yyho wiU bqt what they muft 
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By deftiny, and can no other chufc? 

My fclf and aJl th’ Angelic Hoft, that ftand 535 
In fight of G o p inthron’d , our happy ftate 
Hold , as you yours , while our obedience holds ; 

On other furety none: freely we fervcj 
Bccaufc we freely love; as in our will 
To love, or not. in' this we ftand or fall. 540 
And fome are fall’n, to.difobedience fall’n , . 

And fo from Heaven to deepeft Hell; Q fajl 
From what high ftate of blifs, into what woel 


To whom our great progenitor . Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear, . 545 

Divine inftruiftor ! I have heard, than when 
Cherubic fongs by night from neighb’ring hiUs. 

Aereal mufic fend. Nor knew. I not 
To be both will and deed created free; 

Yet that we never fhali forget to love jjo. 

Our Maker, and obey him whofe command 
Si^le , is yet fo juft, my conftant thoughts 
Adur’d me, and ftill affure ; though what thou tell’ft 
f Hath paft in Heav'n , fome doubt within me move. 

But more defire to hear (if thou confent) 555 
The full relation; which muft needs be ftrange. 

Worthy of facred'filcnce to be heard: 

And we have yet large day , for fcarce the Sun, 

Hath finilh’d half his journey , and fcarce begins 
His other half in the great zone of heav’n . 560 

Thus Apaia made requeft:, and Raph a£I. 

After Ihort paufe aftenting, thus began* 

High matter thou injoin’ft me, (X prime of men I, 

Sad task and hard ! For how fhali T relate 
To human fcnle th* invifible exploits jdj 

Of warring .fpirits ? How , without remorfe , 

The ruin of fo many, glorious once, 

And perfeft , while they flood ? ho.w , laft, unfold 
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The fecrets of anoiher world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal.^ Yet for thy good, 570 
This is difpens’d : and what furmoums the reach 
Of human fenfe , I Ihall delineate fo. 

By lik'ning fpiritual to corporeal forms, 

As may exprefs them beft : though , what if earth 
Be but the lhadow of heav'n , and things therein 575 
Each th* other like , more than on earm is thought ? 

As yet this world was not , and Chaos wild 
Reign’d where thefe heav’ns now rowl , where eartii 
Upon her centre pois’d; when on a day refis 

(For time, tliough in eternity, apply’d 580 

To motion, raeafurcs all things durable 
By prefent, paft, and.tuture) on fuch day 
As heav’n’s great year brings forth, th’ empyreal hoft 
Of Angels by imperial fuirimons call’d^ 
innumerable before th' Almighty’s throne 585 

Forthwith, from all the ends of Heav’n, appear’d • 
Under their Hierarchs in orders bright; 

Ten ihoufand thoufand enfigns high advanc'd, 

' (Standards, and gonfalons 'twixt van and rear) 
Stream in the air, and for dillindlion ferve 5po 
Of Hierarchies, of Orders, and Degrees; 

Or in tlicir glittering tilFues bear imblaz’d. 

Holy memorials, adts of zeal and love - 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 
Of circuit inexpreffible they Hood, ’ 59.5 

Orb wTtliin orb, the Father Infinite, 

By whom in blift imbofom’d fat the Son, 

Amidft ( as from a flaming mount , whofe top 
Brightnefs had made invilible) thus fpakc. 

Hear all ye Angels, progeny of light, 60c 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow'rs ! 
Hear my decree, which unrevok’d lhall ftapd. 

This day I have begot whom 1 - declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 
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Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 6oj 
At my right hand; your Head 1 him appoint: 

And by my felf have fworn to him fhall bow 
^1 knees in Heav’n, and (hail confefs him Lord. 

Under his great Vice-gerent reign abide 
United, as one individual foul, 6ici 

For ever happy : Him who difobeys , 

Me difobeys , breaks union , and that day 
Caft out from G o n , and bJefled vifion , falls 
Into utter darknefs , deep ingulf’d , his place 

Ordain’d without redemption ,• without end,. 615 

» 

So fpake th’ Omnipotent , and with his words 
AH feem’d well pleas’d : all feem’d , but were not all,' 
That day, as other folemn days, they fpent 
In fong and dance about the facred lull ; 

Myflical dance ,< ( which yonder ftarry fphSar 62Q 
Of Planets and of fik’d in all her wheels 
Referables nearell, mazes intricate. 

Eccentric, intervolv’d, yet regular 

Then moft , when moft irregular they feem ,) 

And in their motions harmony divine ~ 615 

So fmooths her charming tones , that G o p.’s ow'n eat 
Liftens delighted . Ev’ning now approach’d 
(For we have alfo our evning and our morn. 

We ours for change deledfable , not need ) 

Forthwith from dance to fweet repaft they turn 
Dcfirous: all in circles as they flood, j 

Tables are fet, and on a hidden pil’d 
With Angels food , and rubiper Ncftar fiovjs . I 
In pearl , in diamond , and maffy gold , i 

Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of Heav'nl 635 
On flow’rs repos’d, and with.frelh ilowrets crown’d. 
They eat, they drink, and in commup(on fWcet 
Quaff immortality and joy, (fecure 
Of furfeit , where full meafure only bounds 
Excefs) before th’ all-bounteous King, who fhowr’d 
With copious hand , rejoicing in ibcir Joy . 641 

H 5 Now 
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Now when ambrofial night with clouds exhal’d 
From that high mount of G o d, whence light 8c (hade 
Spring both, the face of brighteft heav’n had chang’d 
To grateful twilight (for night domes not there 64 $ 
In darker veil) and rofeate dews difpos’d 
All but th’ unfleeping eyes of G o n to reft ; 

Wide over all the plain , and wider far 
Than all this globofe earth in plain out-fpread , 

( Such are the courts of G o p, ! ) th’ Angelic throng 
Difpcrft in bands and files," their camp extend 6ji 
By living ftreams among the trees of life , 

Pavilions numberlefs, and fudden rear’d, 

Coeleftial tabernacles , where they flept 
Fann’d with cool winds ; fave thole who in their courfc 
Melodious hymns, about the fov’reign throne, 656 
Alternate all night long. But not 10 vvak’d 
Satan, ( fo call him now , his former name 
Is heard no more in Heaven ) He of the firft , 

If not the firft Arch- Angel, great in pow’r, 660 
In favor and preeminence, yet fraught 
With envy againft the Son of Gop, that day 
Honor'd by his great F a t h b it , and proclaim’d 
M E s s I A H , King anointed , could not bear 
Thro’ pride that fight, & thought himfelf impair’d, 665 
Deep malice thence conceiving and difdain , 

Soon as midnight brought on the dusky liouf-, . 
Friendlieft to fleep and filence, he refolv’d 
With all his legions to difiodge , and leave 
Unworftiip’d , unobey’d the throne fupreme , " 670 

Contemptuous, and his «iext fubordinate 
Awakening, thus to him in fecret fpake, 

< Sleep’ll thou, companion dear 1 what deep can clofe 
Thy eye-lids, and rcmember’ft what decree 
Of yefterday, fo late hath paft the lips 675 

Of Heaven’s Almighty \ Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waft wont, I mine to thee was wont t’ impart; • 

Both waking wc were onej how then can now 

Thy 
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Thy fleep diflent ? New laws thou feell impos’d : 
New laws from him who reigns’, new min Js mayraife 
In us who fervp; new couniels, to debate 68 1 
What doubtful may enfue : more in this placp 
To utter is not fafe. Aflemble thou 
Of all tbofe myriads which we lead the chief; 

Tell them that by command , e’er yet dim night 685 
Her ihadovvy cldiid withdraws , ! am to hafte 
(And all who under me their banners wave) 
Horaeviard, with flying march, where we poflefs 
The quarters of the north ; there to prepare 
Fi entertainment to receive our King, *-690 

The great Messiah, and his new comnt^ndsj 
Who fpeedily through all the . Hierarchies 
Intends to pafs trilJtnphant , andijglvc laws. 


• So fpake^jth&felfe Arch-Angel, and infps’d 
Bad influefiCd into th’ unwary breaft 695 

Of his aflbciate : he together calls , 

Or feveral one by one , the regent Pow'’rs , 

(Under him. regent) tells, as he was taught. 

That the Moft High commanding, now e’er night, ■ 
Now e’er dim night had difincumber’d heav’n , 700 
The great hierarchal ftandard was to move : 

Tells the fuggelled caufe,*and calls between 
Ambigudus w'ords , and jealoufies , to found I 

Or taiht integrity: but all gSey'd * 

The wonted fignal, and fOperior voice 705 . 

Of their great Potentate; (for great indeed ‘ ! 

His name, and high wa^his degree in Heav’n ) ' 

His count’nance, as the morning ftar that guides { 
The ftarry flock , allur’d them ; and with lies . ' 

Drew after-him the third part of Heav’u’s hoft, 710 

Mean-while th’ Eternal eye , w'hofe fight difeems [ 
Abftrufeft thoughts , from forth his holy mount , 

And from within the golden lamps that burn 
Nightly before him , fjtw without their light 

Rc^ 
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Rebellion rifing , faw in whom , how fprea 4 
Among the Sons of Morn, what multitudes* 

Were handed to oppofe his- high decree ; 

And fmiling to his only S p ^ thus fjiid^ 

Son, Thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full vcfplendence , Heir of all my might ! 75^cl 

Nearly it now concerns us to be lure 
Of our Omnipotence; and with what arras 
We mean to hold what antiently we claim 
Of, Deity or empire: fuch a f< 5 e 
Is riling, who intends t’eredl his throne 71^ 

Equal to ours , throughout the fpadous north 
Nor fo content , hath in his thought to try 
In battel, what our pow’r is, or our right;. 

Let us ;advife, and to this hazard draw 
With fpeed what force is left, and all employ 7J0 
In our defenfe, left unawares we lofe 
This our high place, our fantftuary , oux hill. 

r 

To whom the So N^with calm afpcdl, and dcarj 
( Light’ning divine , ineffable , fercnc ! ) 

Made anfwer. Mighty Father, Thou thy foes 735 

Juftly haft in detihon , and fecure 

Laugh’ft at their vain defigns, and tumults vain; 

Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 

Illuftrates, when they fee all regal pow’r 

Giv’n me to quell their pride; and in event 740 

Know whether I be dextrous to fnbdue • 

Thy Rebels, or be fourfd the worft in Heav’n. 


So fpake the Son: but Satan with his Pow’rs 
Far was advanc’d on winged fpeed ; an hoft 
Innumerable as the ftars of night , 745 

Or (ftars of morning) dew-drops, which the Sun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flow’r. 

Regions they pafsM, and mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, anthThiones, 
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In their triple degrees; (Regions to which 
All thy dominion. Adam, is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earthy 
And all the fea; from one entire globofe 
Stretch'd into longitude) which having pais‘d» 

At length into the limits of the north 75f 

They came, and Satan to his royal feat 
High on a hill , far blazing ( as a mount 
Rais’d on a mount) with pyramids, and tow’rs 
From diamond quarries hew’n , and rocks of gold , 
The Palaet of great LuOifek; (fo call 760 

That ftrudlure in the dialcfk of men 
Interpreted ) which not long after he, 

Affeding all equality With Gon, 

In imitation of that mount whereon 
Messiah was declar’d in light of HeaVn i 7^5 
The Mountain of the Congregation call’d. 

For thither he aflembled all his train. 

Pretending fo commanded , to confult 
About the great reception of tbeir King, 

Thither to come, and with calumnious art 77 ® 
Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears. 

Thrones, Dominatiotis,Prindcdoms, Virtues, I^ow'rs ! 
If thefe magnific titles yet remain 
Not merely titular ! lince by decree ' 

Another now hath to himfelf ihgrofs’d 775 

All pow’r , and us eclips’d under the name 
Of King anointed ; for whqm all this hafte 
Of midnight* march , and hiirry’d meeting here. 

This only to confult, how we may beft 
VTith what may be devis’d of honors new 780 
Receive him , coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid ,' proftration vile ! 

Too much to onel bu^ double how indur’d. 

To one, and to his image now proclaim’d? 

But what if better couniels might ereft 785 

Oor minds, and teach us to calt ofi this yoke? 

Wi0 
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Will ye fubmit your necks , and chufe to bend 
The fupple knee? Ye will not, if I truft 
To know ye right; or if ye know your felves 
Natives and fons of Heav’n , pofleft before 
By none, and if not equal all , yet free* 
Equally free: for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well confirt:. 

Who can in reafon then, or right, alfume 
Monarchy over Inch as live by right 
His equals , if in povv’r and fplendor lefs , 

In freedom equal? or can introduce ’ 

La w and edidf on us, who without law 
Err not , much lefs for this to be our Lord, « 
And look for adoration, to th'abufc 
Of thofe Imperial Titles which aflert 
Our being ordain’d to govern, not to ferve? 


•• 79Q 


< 795 



Thus far his bold difeourfe without controul 
Had audience; when among the Seraphim, 

A B D I E L , 1 than whom none with more zeal ador’d 
The Deity, and divine commands obey’d) 806 ^ 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal fevere. 

The current of his fury thus oppos’d. ' 


O argument blafphemous , falfe and proud ! 

Words which no ear ever to' hear in Heav’-n -Slfe 
E'^’peded , leaft of all from thee , ingrate ! 

Jn place thy felf fo high above thy peers. 

Canft thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The jull decree of God, pronounc’d and fwom j 
That to his only Son, by right indu’d 815 

With regal feeptre-, every foul in Heav’n 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honor due 
Confefs him rightful King ? Unjuft, thou fay’ft. 
Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the free. 

And equal over equals to let reign , 820 

One over all ,with unfiicceeded po.w’r 

Shalt thou give law to God? lhalt thou difpute 

With 
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With him the points of liberty , who made 
Thee what thou art ? & form’d the Pow’>-s of Heav’h 
Such as he pleas’d, and circumfcrib’d their being? 815 
Yet , by experience taught , we know how good , 
And of our good, and of our dignity 
How*provident he is; how far from thought 
• To make us lefs; bent rather to exalt 
Our happy ftatcj under one Head more near 830 
United . But to grant it thee unjuft , 

That equal over equals monarch reign: 

• . Thy felf (though great & glorious) doft thou count; 
Or all Angelic nature join’d in one. 

Equal to him begotten Son? By whom , 835 

As by his Word, the mighty Father made 
"All things , ev’n thee , and all the fpirits of Heav n ; 
By him created in their bright degrees; 

Crown’d them with glory , and to their glory nam’d 
Thrones , Dominations , Princedoms , Virtues, Pow'rsj 
Eflcntial Powhs 1 nor by his reign obfcur’d , 841 

But more illuftrious made , fince he the Head 
One of our number thus reduc’d becomes ; 

His laws our laws, all honour to him done 
Returns our oWn . Ceafe then this impious rage, 845 
And tempt not thefe ; but haften to appeafe 
• .Th’incenfed Father, and th’incenfed Son, 
While pardon may be found, in time befougbt. 

So fpake the fervent Angel : but his xeal 
.None feconded, as out or feafon judg’d, 850 
Or fmgular and rafti: whereat rejoic’d 
Th’ apoftate , and more haughty thus reply’d. 

t That we were form’d then, fay’ft thou ? & the work 
Of fecondary hands, by task transfer’d 854 

From Father to his. S o n ? Strange point & new ! 
Dodrine which we would know whence lear’nd: who 
. When this creation was ? Rem ember’ft thou [faw 
Thy making t while the Maker gave d>ee being ? 

Wc 
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We know no time when we were hot as now; 

Know none before us; felf^begot, felf-rais’d 860 
By our own quick’ning pow’r* when fatal courfe 
jrfad, circle'd his full orb, the birth mature 
Of this our native Heav’n, ethereal fons. 

Our puiffance is our own , our own right hand • 

Shall teacli us'higheft deeds, by proot to try 
Who 1^ eur equal : then / thou lhalt behold 
Wheilicr by fiipplication we intend > 

AdJr*.fs , and to begird th’ Almighty throne 
Befcething or befieging . This report , ' 

Thele tidings, carry' to th’ anointed King 870 
And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight/ 

He faid , and ; as the fioun^ of waters deep , 

Hoarfe murmur echo’d to- his words applaufe , 

Through the infinite hoft : nor lefs for that 

The flaming Seraph fearlefs, though alone 875: 

Incompafsd round with foes, thus anfwefd bold, 

• * # 

O alienate from G 6 n , O fpirit accurft * 

Forfaken of all good/ I fee thy fall 
D Ltermin’d, and thy haplefs crew involv’d 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread , 880 
Both of thy crime and punifhmcnt. Henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
O f G o D’s M E s s I A H : thofe indulgent laws 
W ill not be now vouchfaf’d ; other decrees 
Againil thee are gone forth without recall. • 885 
Tnat golden feeptre which thou didft rejefti 
Is now an iron rod , to bruife and break 
Thy difobedience. Well thou didft advife; 

Yet not for thy advice, of threats, 1 fly 

Thefe wicked tents devoted; left the wrath 89a 

Impendent, raging into fudden flame 

Diftinguifti not : for foon expedl to feel 

His thunder on thy head, devouring fire/ 

Then who created thee -lamenting learn. 

When who car. Mncreatc thee thou Tnalt know . 895 
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:e tHe Seraph A e d i e l , faithful found, 
the fail hlefs faithful only he;' 

..innumerable falfe, unmov’d, 
jiyi, unfeduc’d, unterrify ’d ,, 

“ Iflty he kept, his love, his zeal; ^ 900 

tbier, nor example with him wrought ■ • 

[ye from truth, or change his conftant mind 
rlingle. From amidft them forth he pafs’d, 
ity through hoftile. fcorn , which hjc fullain’d 
ipf, nor of violence iear’d ought: 90 J 

^with retorted fcorn, his back he turn’d 

proud tow’rs to fwift dcllrudion doom’d . 

1 ^ 
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HOOK VI. 


ARGUMENT.- 

• m % 

)hael contimits to relate how >dichael aad Gabriel 
tre^fent forth to haUel a^ainjl Satan and his Anoels, 
^ 'defcrib'd : Satan and Iftt Powers retire 

tder night : he calls a council^nvents devUifh engines^ 
^kich in the fecand day's fight put Michael and his 
tngels to fonte aiforder ; but they at length pulling up 
lunthins overwhelm d both the force and machines of 
Xet the tumujt not fo ending , G o d on the 
'tird day fends Messiah his So\K , for whom he 
xd referv'd the glory of that victory : He in the bower 
his Father coming to the place , an.fcaufing all 
legions to fiand flill on either fide , with his chariot 
i thunder driving into the midfi of his tneniies , 
\erfuts -them , finable to refifi , towards the wall .of 
■ . I' ' Heau'n; 
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Heavn ; which opening , they leap down with horror 
and confufion into the place of puniflmient prepared for 
them in the Veep : Messiah returns with triumph 
to his ¥ Kt HEK. 

• 

LL night the drcadlefs Ahgel, unpcrfu'd, 
Thro' Heav'n’s wide champain held his 
way , till Morn , 

Wak’d by the circling Hours, with rofy 
hand • 

Unbarr’d the gates of light . There is a cave 
Within the mount of G ou , faft by his throne, 5 
Where light and darknefs in perpetual round 
Lodge & dislodge by turn?, which makes thro’Hcav’n 
Grateful viciflltudc , lik® day and night: 

Light iflTues forth , and at the other door 
Obfequious darknefs enters, till her hour 10 

To veil the heav’n, (iho’ darknefs there might well 
Seem twilight here ) and now went forth the Morn , 
Such as in higheft Heav’n , array’d in gold 
Empyreal ; from before her vanilh’d night , 

Shot thro’ with orient beams: when all the plain 15 
Cover’d with thick imbattled fquadrons bright. 
Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery fteeds. 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, firft met his view. 

War he perceiv’d, war in procinft, and found 
Already known what he for news had thought zo 
To have reported: gladly then he mix’d 
Among thofe friendly Fow’rs, who him receiv’d 
With joy and acclamations loud, that One* 

That of fo many myriads fall’n, yet One 
Return’d, not loft. On to the facred hill zj 

They led him high applauded , and prefent 
Before the feat fupreme;. from whence a voice. 
From midft a golden cloud , thus mild was heard. 

Servant of G o d , well done 1 well haft thou fought 
The better fight, who fingle haft maintain’d 30 
- Again ft 
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Againft revolted multitudes the caufc 
Of truth , in word rriighticr than they in arms: 

And for the teftimony of truth haft born 
Univerfal reproach j far worfc to bear 
Than violence: for this was all thy care, 3j 

To ftand approv’d in light of God, tho’ worlds 
Judg’d thee perVerfe. The eaficr conqueft now 
Remains thee , aided by this hoft of frichds. 

Back on fliy foes more glorious to return. 

Than fcorh’d thou didft depart; and to fubdue 40 
By force, who reafdn for their law refufe. 

Right reafon for their law ; and for their King 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns. 

■ J Go , Michael, of coeleftial armies Prince , 

And thou, in military prowefs next, 4j 

Gabriel, lead forth to battel thefe my fons 
Invincible; lead forth my armed Saints, 

By thoufands and by millions rang’d for fight; 

Equal in number to that godlcfs crew. 

Rebellious: them with fire, and hoftile arms, 50 
FearJefs alfault; and to the brow of Heav’n ‘ 
Perfuing, drive them out from Gob, and blifs. 
Into their place of puniftimfent, the gulph 
Of T A R T A R u s , which raady opens widd 
His fiery Chaos to receive their fall. 55 


So fpake the Sovereign Voice i and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and fmoke to rowl 
In dusky wreathes, rcludaiit flames, thp fign 
Of wrath awak’d. Nor with lefs dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high ’gan blow : Co 

At which command , the Powers militant 
That flood for Heav’n , ( in mighty quadrate join’d 
Of union irrefiftible) mov’d on 
In filence their bright legions, to the found 
Of^ftrumcntal harmony, that breath’d 65 ♦ 

Heftic ardor to advent’rous deeds , 

Under their God-like Leaders , in the caufc ^ 

I a Of 

f 
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Of God and his M e s i a h . On they move 
IndifTolubly firm; nor obvious hiil, 

Nor fireit’ning vale, nor wood, nor ftream divides 70 
Theit pcrfedf ranks; for high above the ground 
Their march was , and the paflive air up-bore 
Their nimble tread : as when the total kind 
Of birds , in orderly array on wing , 

Came fummon’d over Eden, to receive 75 

Their names of thee: fo , over many a tra<fl 
Of Heav’n they march’d, and many a province wide, 
Tenfold the length of this terrene. At laft , 

Far in th’ horizon to the north appear’d. 

From skirt to skirt a fiery region , llretch’d 80 

In battailous alperfi, and nearer view 
Briftlcd with upright beams innumerable • 

Of rigid fpears, and helmets throng'd, and fhicids 
Various, with boafiful argument portraid. 

The banded Pow'rs of Satan, hafting on . 85 

With furious expedition: for they ween’d 
That felf-fame day by fight, or by furprize 
To win the mount of Godis and on his throne 
To fet the envier of his ftate, the proud 
Afpirer ; but their thoughts prov’d fond and vain 9a 
In the mid-way . Though ftrange to us it feem’d 
At firft , that A.ngel fhould with Angel war j, ^ 

And in fierce holling meet , who wont to meet • 

So oft in fcfiivals of joy , and love 
Unanimous, as fons of one great Sire, ' 95 

Hymning sir’ Eternal Father: but ;he fhout. 

Of battel now began , and rulhing found 
Of on-fet ended foon each milder thought. 

High in the raidft, exalted as a God, 

Th’apoftate in his fun-bright chariot fat, ico 

Idol of majefiy divine I inclos’d 

With flaming Cherubim, and golden Ihields: 

Then , lighted from his gorgeous throife , ( for now 
'Twixt hoil and hofi but narrow fpace was left, 

A Gieadlul uucrvai! and front to front loj 

Pre- 
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Prefented flood in terrible array. 

Of hideous length.) before the cloudy van. 

On the rough edge of battel e’re it join’d, 
Satan, with vafl and haughty ftrides advanc’d. 
Came tow’ring, arm'd in adamant and gold; no 
A B D 1 E L that fight indur’d not , where he flood 
Among the'mightiefl, l^ent on highefl deeds; 

And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

• 

O Heav’n I that fuch rcfemblance of the Highefl 
Should yet remain, where faith and realty 
Remain not ; wherefore Ihcrtild not flrcngth & might 
There fail, where virtue fails; or weakefl prove 
Where boldeft i Though to fight unconquerable , 

His puilTance ^triifting in th’ Almighty’s aidl) 

I mean to try; whole reafon I have try’d lio 

Unfound and falfe : nor is it ought but jufl, 

.That he- who in debate of tru^ hath won , 

Shpuld win in arms ; in both difputes alike 
V!<flot'; though brutilh that contefl and fbulj 
When' reafon hath to deal with force; yetfo 
Moft. reafon is that reafon overcome. 


So pondering , and from his armed Peeri 
Forih-Uepping oppofite , half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens’d, and thus fecurely him defy’d. lao 

Ptoud, art thou met ? thy^Kope was to have reach’d 
The height of thy afpiring unoppos’d. 

The Throne of G g-d unguarded , and his fide 
Abandon’d at the terror of thy pow’r , 

Or potent tongue: fool ! not to think how vain 
Againfl th’ Omnipotent to rife in arms: 

Who, out of-fmaileft things, could without end 
Have rais’d 'incelTant armies to defeat 
Thy folly ; or with folitary hand , 

Reaching beyond all limit at one blow, 14P 

I 3 Unaided 
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Unaided could have finifh’d thee, and whelm’d . 
Thy legions under darkhefs : but thou feeft 
All are not of rhy train ; there be who faith . 

Prefer, and piety to. G p D , though then 

To thee not vifible, when I alone '14 j 

Seem’d in thy world erroneous to diflent ^ 

From all : my Sedt thou feeil ; now learn too late 
How few fometimes may know, when thoufands err. 

Whom the grand foe, with fcprnful eft askance, 
Thus'anfwer’d, lll forthee, but in wj(h'd l^our ijp 
For my revenge, firft fought for thou'returti’fl ’ 
From flight, feditious Angel I to receivp 
Thy merited reward, the firft aflTay , 

Of this right hand provok’d, fince firft that tongue, 
Infpir’d with contradidtion , durft oppofe 15,^ 

A third part of the Gods, in fyi>od met 
Their Deities t’aflfert: who while they fee^ . 5 

Vigor divine within them , can allow . 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com’ft 
Before thy fellows, ambitious tq win ,160, 

From me fome plume; that thy fuccefs may Ihow 
DeflriKftion to the reft : this paufe between ,' 
(Unanfwer’d left thou boa ft ) to let' ihce know. 

At firft I thought that liberty , and Heav’n , 

To heav’nly fouls had been all one ; but now 165 
I fee that mofr through floth had rather ferye j 
Miniftring fpirits, rrain’cf up in feaft and long! 

Such haft thou arm’d , tw minftrelfy of Heayn, . 
Servility with freedom to contend , 

As both their deed§ compar’d tliis day lhall proVe. 170 - 

To whom in brief thus Abdiei ftern reply ’d', 
Apoftatc, ftill thou err’ft, nor end wilt find. 

Of erring, from the path of truth remote : 

Unjuftly thou deprav’ft it with the name , 

Of Servitude t to ferve whom God ordains, I7y. 
■•Or Nat^e; Go© and Natpre bid the fame, 
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When he who rules is worthieft;, and excels 
Them whom hi^ governs . This is fervitude , 

To ferve th’un\Vjrc, or him who hath rcbell'd 
Againft his worthier, as thine now ferve thee, j8a. 
Thy felf not free , but to thy felf inthrall’d ; 

Yet leydly dar’ft our miniftring upbraid. 

•Reign thou in Hell thy kingdom , let me ferve 
In Hcav’n Go p. ever bleft, and his divine 
Behefts obey; worthieft to be obey’d! 185 

Yet chains hi Hell, not realms expe6^; mean while 
Front m^ return’d, as efft thou faidft, from flight, 
This greetiflg on thy impious ereft receive . 


So’ faying, a noble ftroke he lifted high. 

Which hung npt , but fo fwift with tempeft fell 190 
On the proud creft of S a x a h , that no light , , 

NOr raotiop->olF thought, lefs could hjs Ihield 
Such ruin, intercept*, ten paces huge 
He back recoil’d tke tenth, on bended knee. 

His mafly fpear upftaid; as if on earth 195 

Winds under ground, or waters, forcing way. 
Sidelong had puih’d a mountain from his feat , 
H^lf-funk with all his Fines. Amazement feis’d 
The rebel thrones, but greater rage, to fee 
Thus foil’d their Mighticrt : ours joy fill’d, apd Ihout,^ 
Prefage of viftory and fierce defire xoi 

Of battel: whereat Mi.ch aei. bid found 
Th’ Afch- Angel trumpet; through thevaft ofHcav’n 
It, founded, and the faithful, armies rung 
Hofanna to the Highcft: nor ftood at gaze zoj 
The adverfe legions , nor lefs hideous join’d ' 

,The horrid fhock. Now ftorming fury rofc. 

And clamor, fuch as heard in Heav’n till now 
• Was never; arms on armor clalhing bray’d 

. Horrible difeord, and the madding wheels 
Qf brazen chariots rag’d : dire was the noilj? 

. Of conflidU over head the difmal hifs 
Qf fiery dai.ts in flaming vollics flew; 

I 4 And 
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And flying, vaulted either hoft with fire. 

So under fiery Cope together rufli’d 
Both Battels matn , with ruinous aflault 
'Afid inextinguifliable rage: all Heav’n 
Refounded; and had earth been then, all earth 
Had to her centre iliook . What wonder ? when 
Millions of fierce encountring Angels fought zio 
On either fide , the leaft of whom could wield 
Thefe elements , and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions: how much more of pow’r 
Army againft army, numberlefs ,Kto raife 
Dreadful combuftion warring , and diliurb , zif 
Though not deftroy , their happy native feat / 

Had not th’ Eternal King omnipotent-, ’ 

From his lirong hold of Heav’n , high over-ruVd 
And limited their might: though number’d fuch , . 

As each divided legion might havej'eem’d 130 
A numerous hoftf in ftrength , each armed hand, 

A legioif; led in fight, yet leader feem’d •; 

Each warrior ; Angle , as in chief, expert • : 

When to advance , or Hand, or turn tli& fway . 

Of battle, open when, and vvhen to clofe* • 13^5 

The ridges of grim war ; no thought of fTiglit , 

None of retreat , no unbecoming deed 
That argu’d fear: each on hinilclf rely’d,- 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
Of vi(ffory. I>eeds of eternal fame . 140 

Were done, but infinite; for \vide was fpread , 
That war, and various: fonietimes on firm ground 
A ftanding fight; then, foaring on main wing. 
Tormented all the air; all air feem’d then 
Confliding fire . Long time in even fcale 245 

The battle hung ; till Satan, ( who that day 
Prodigious pOvv'r had Ihewn, and met in arms 
Nd‘ equal) ranging through the dire attack 
Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length 
Saw where the fword of Michael fmote , & fell’d 
Sqitadrons at oncej with huge two-handed fway 151 

Draudifh’d 
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Brandifh’d aloft , the horrid edge came down 
Wide-wafting!' fuch deftru(ftion to withftand 
He hafted, and oppos’d the rocky orb 
Of ten-fold adamant, his ample Ihield , zjj 

A vaft circumference ! At his approach ' , 

The great Arch-Angel from his warlike toil 
Surceas’d; and glad , as hoping here lo end 
Inteftine war in Heav’n, th’ arch-foe I'ubdu’d, 

Or captive drag’d in chains, with hollile frown, i6» 
And vifage all inflam’d , firft thus began . • ' 

t 

Author of evil / unknown till thy revolt , 
Unnam’d in Heav’n , now plenteous, (as thou feeft) 
Thefe a<fts of hateful Itrife ; hateful to alL 
Though heavieft (by juft ineafure) on thy felf, 265 
And thy.adherents>how haft tl|Du diriuvlVd 
Heav’ii’s blefled peace , and into nature brought 
Mifery , uncreated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion / how haft thou inftill’d ^ 

Thy malice into thoufands , once upright 270 
And faithful ,• npw prov’d faife/ Cut ilynk not here 
To trouble h 61 y reft; Heav'n cafts thee out 
From all her confines: Heav’n, the feat of blifs. 
Brooks not the works of violence and war. 

Hence then / and Evil go with thee along, 27 J 
Thy oftspring, to the place of evil , Hell ; 

Thou and tnj wicked crew/ there mingle broils; 
E’re this avenging fword begin thy doom , . •, 

Or Tome' more fudden vengeance, wing’d from Goo, 

Precipitate thee with augmented pain. 280 

• * ' 

So fpake ihe Prince of Angels: to whom thus 
The Adverfa^^ry. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe, whom yet with deeds 
Thou canft not. Haft thou turn’d the leaft of thefe 
To flight, or if to fall, bur that they rife 285 
Unvanquifh’d , eafier to tranfaeft with me. 

That thou fhouldft hope, imperious / and with threats 

I 5 - To 


r\, ■ - by C^oogle 



138 PARADISE LOST. Book VI. 

To chafo me hence ? Err not that fo (hall end 
The ftrife which thou call’ft evil, but we ftyle ■ 
The ftrife of glory ; which we mean to win 296 
Or turn this Hcav’n it fclf into the Hell 
Thou fableft; here however to dwell free y 

not to reign ; mean while thy uimoft force • ■ ^ 

( And join him nam'd Almightt to thy aid , ) 

I fly not ; but have fp.ught thee far and nigh . -X9LJ . 

They ended parlc, and both addreft for fight 
Unfpeakable : for who , though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or tp what things 
> Liken on earth confpicuous, that may lift , . ' . 
Human imagination to fuch height - 300 

Of Godlike pow’r ? For likeft Gods they feem’d , ‘ 
Stood they or n)oi|d , in ftature , motion , arms ^ 

Fit to decide the empire of great Heav’n , * . ■ 

Now wav’d their fiery fwords, and.in the air# 

Made hdrrid circles ; two broad funs their fhields 305 
Blaz’d oppofitc, while expedation flood 
In horror; from each hand with fpeed retir’d. 

Where erft was thickeft figltt, th’ angelic throng; 

And left large field, unfafe within the wind 
Of fuch commotion: fugh as (to fet forth .310 
■ Great things by fmall ) if Nature’s concord broke , 
Among the conftellations war were fprung. 

Two planets rufhing from ai'ped malign 
Of fierceft oppofition , in mid-sky , 

Should combat, and their janjhg fphears confound. 
Together both, with next t’ almighty arm 316 

Up-lifted imminent, one ftroke they aim’d 
That might determine , and not need repeat , 

(As not of pow’r, at once) nor odds appear’d 
In might or fwift prevention : bi^t the fword 320 
Of Michasl from the armory of G o,d. 

Was giv’n him temper’d fo , that ueiihcr keen 
Nor Iblid might refift that edge : it met 
The fword of Satan, with ftgcp force to finite- 

Descending 
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DefcendiDg, and in half cut iheer; nor ftaid, 

But with Iwift wheel reverfe « deep entring fhar d 
All hisrigUt fide; then Satak firft knew pain. 

And writh’d him to and fro convolv’d ; lo fore 
The ^idihg fword with difeontinuous wound 
P^fs’d thro’ him ; but th’ ethereal fubllance dos’d, 33® 
Not Tong divifiblej and from the ga(h 
A ftream of. nedarous humor iffuing flow’d, 

Sanguin (fuch as coeleflial fpirits rnay bleed,) 

And all his armor ftain’d, e’re while fo bright. 
Forthwith on all fides to his aid was run 335 

By Angels many and ftrong , vvho interpos d 
Dsfenie ; while others bore him on their ihields 
Back* to his chariot; where it flood retir’d 
From off the files of war: there they him laid 
Gnaftiing for anguifh, and defpitef and Ihame, 340 
To findhimfelt not matchlefs, and his pride 
HumbVa'd by fuch rebuke, fa far beneath . 

His confidence to equal G o d in pow'r . 

Yet foon he heal’d ; for fpirits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, (not, as frail man, . 345 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins) 

Cannot but by annihilating die: 

Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive , no more than can the fluid air : 

All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350 
All intclledl, all fenfe; arid as they pleafe. 

They limb themfelves , and color , fhape and fize * 
Aflume, as likes them beft, condenfe or rare. 

Mean while in other parts like deeds deferv’-d 
Memorial , where the might of Gabriel fought , 
And with fierce enfigns pierc’d the deep array 356 
Of 'M Q L o c , furious King ! who him defy’d , 

And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound ^ 
Threaten’d, nor from the Holy One of Hcav’n 
Refrain’d his tongue blafphemous : but anon 360 
Down cloven to the waftc , wiil\ lhatter’d arras 
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And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
U E I E L , and Raphael, his vaunting foe 
(Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm’d) 
Vanquifh’d, Adramelec, and Asmadai, 365 
Two potent Thrones ! that to be lefs than Gods 
' t)ifciain’d; but meaner thoughts learn’d in their flight, . 
Mangl’d with gallly wounds thro’ plate and mail. ■ 
Nor flood unrwindFuI Abdiel, to annoy 
The athcifl-crevv , but With redoubl’d blow 370 
Ariel, and A r i o c , and the violence * 

Of Ramiel fcqrch’d and bljifled overthrew. --- 

I might relate of thoufands, and their names 
Erernize here on earth ; but thofe eledt 
Angels, contented with their fame in Heav’n , 37 j 

Seek not the prlife of men: the other fort, 

In might though wondrous , and in adls of war, ' 

Nor of renown lefs eager , yet by doom 
Canccl’d from Heav’n and facred memory, 

Namelefs in dark oblivion let them dwell . 380 

For ftrength from truth divided , and from jufl , 
lllaudable , nought merits but difpraire 
And ignominy; yet to glory afpires. 

Vain-glorious, and ihvnugh infamy feeks fame: 
Therefore eternal filence be their doom ! . 385 

And now, their mightiefl quell'd; the battel fwerv’d. 
With many an inrode gor’d; deformed rout 
Enter’d, and foul difor,der : all the ground 
With (hiver’d armor flrown , and on a heap 
Chariot and charioteer lay overturn'd , 390 

And fiery foaming fteeds: what flood, recoil’d 
O’er- wearied , thro’ the faint Satanic -hoft 
Defenfive fcarce , or with pale fear fuvpriz’d ; 

Then firft with fear furpriz’d , and fenie of pain, 

Fled ignominious: to I'uch evil brought 395 

By fin of difobedietice ; till that hour, 

"Not liable to fear-, or flight , or pain . ‘ 


Far 
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Par otherwife th’ inviolable Saints, 

In cubic phalanx firm, advanc’d entire. 

Invulnerable , impenetrably arm d : 409 

Such high advantages their innocence 

Gave them above their foes, not to have finn’d, 

Not to have dilbbey’d ! in fight they flood 
Unwearied , unobnoxious to be pain’d 404 

By wound, tho’ from their place by violence mov’d. 


Now Night her couvfe began , and over Heav’n 
Inducing darknefs, grateful truce impos’d. 

And filence, on the odious din of war: 

Under her cloudy covert both retir’d, 

Vidor and vanquifir’d. On the foughten field , 41* 

Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping, plac’d in guard their watches round. 
Cherubic waving fires; on th’ other part, 

Satan with his rtbellious'difappear’d , 

'Far in the dark diblodg’d ; and void of red, 415 
His Potentates to council call'd by night; 

And in the niidfl thus undifmay’d began. 


O now in danger try’d , now known in arms 
Nor to be overpower'd, companions dear! 

Found worthy not of liberty alone , ' 410 

(Too mean pretenfc) but what we more affed. 
Honor, dominion, glory, and renown; 

^Vho have fuftain’d one' day in doubtful fight 
(And if one' day;,. why not eternal days.'*) 

V/hat Heaven’s Lord hath powerfulleft to fend 415 
Againft us from about his tlirone , and judg’d 
Sufficient to fubdue us to his will. 

But proves not fo l -- - then fallijblc , it feems , 

C>f future we may deem him , though till now 
Omnifeieot thought. True ’t is, Ids firmly arm’d. 
Some difadvantage we indur’d , and pain, 43: 
Till now not known, but known as foon contemn’d; 
Since now we find this our empyreal foim 
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Incapable of mortal injury, ' ^ 

Impcrifhable ; and though pierc’d with wouhd, 435 
Soon clofing, and by native vigor heal’d. 

Of evil then fd fmall, as cafie think 
The remedy: perhaps more valid arms. 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet* 

May ferve to better us , and worfe our foes , 44 d 

Or equal what between us made the odds. 

In nature none: if other hidden cauie 
Left them fuperior, while we can prefcrve 
Unhurt our minds, and underftanding found* 

Due fearch and ‘confultation will difclofe. ‘ ' 445 

He fat; and in th’aflembly next upftood 

N I s B. o c , of Principalities the prime ; 

As one he flood cfcap’d froth cruel fight , 

Sore toil’d, his riven arms to havoc hewn;- 

And cloudy in afpedl thus anfwering fpakc. 456 
» 

Deliverer from new Lords , leader to free - 
Enjoyment of our right , as Gods ! yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find* 

Againft unequal arms to fight in pain , 

Againft' unpain’d, impaffive; from which evil ' 4j;{ 

Ruin muft needs ehfue: for what avails 

Valor or ftrength, tho’ Aiatchlefs, quell’d with paitt 

Which all fnbdues, and makes remifs the hands 

Of roigh;ieft? Senfe of pleafiire we may well 

Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, 4^5o 

But live content* Which is the calmeft hfe: 

But pain is perfefi mifery, the worft 

Of evils, and exceffivc, overturns 

All patience. He who therefore can invent 

With v/hat more forcible we may offend • 465 

Our yet-unwounded enemies, or arm 

Our felves with like defence , to me deferves 

Mo Icfs than for deliverance what we owe . 


Whereto 
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Whereto with look compos’d Satan rcply’d. 

Not iminvehtcd that^ which thou aright 470 

Belie v’ft To main tO our fuccefs, I bring. 

Which of us who beholds the bright furface 
Of this ethereous mould , whereon we Band; • 

This continent of fpacious Heav’n, adorn’d 
With plant , frUit, flow’r ambrofial , gems, and gold; 
Whofe eye fo fuperficially furveys 476 

Thefe things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground ; materials dark and crude. 

Of fpiritous and fiery fpume, till touch’d 

With heav’ns ray , and temper’d they (hoot forth 480 

So beauteous, op’ning to the ambient light? 

Thefe, in their ^rk nativity , the Deep 
Shall yield us , pre'gnant with infefnal flame : 

Which into hollow engins , long and round , 
■Thick-ramm’d, at th’ other bore with touch of fire 
Dilated, and infuriate, (hall fend forth 486 

From far, with thund'ring noife, among our foes 
Such implements of mifcliief, as fhall dafh 
To pieces, and o’erwhelra whatever ftahds^ 

Advrrfe : that they ihall fear we have difarm’d 450 
The Thpndcrer of his only dreaded bolt. 

Kor long Ihall be our labor ; yet e’re dawn , 

Effedf (hall end our wiih . Mean while revive } 
Abandon fear; to ftrength and counfel join’d 
Think* nothiiig hard, much lefs to be dcfpair’d. 495 

lie ended , and his vVotds their drooping cheue 
Inlighten’d , and their languiih’d hope reviv’d. 

Th’ invention all admir’d , and each , how he 
To be th' inventor mifs’d, fo eafy it fe^’d 499 
Once found , which yet tinfound moft would have 
Impoflible. Yet haply of thy race [thought 

In future days (if malice fhould abound) 
Some^one intent on mifehief, or infpir’d 
With'dev’liih machination, might devife 
Eilce inflrument , to plague the Tons of mca 
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For fin , on war and mutual flaughter bent . 
Forthwith from Council to the work they flew , 
None arguing flood : innumerable hands 
Were ready; in a moment up they turn’d 
Wide the coeleftial foil, and fa w beneath • 510 
Th’ originals of nature in their crude 
Conception : fulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found, they mingled, and with fubtilc art, 
Concodled and adufted they -reduc’d 
To blaekeft grain, and into ftore convey’d. 515 
Part , hidden veins digg’d up ( nor hath this tfarth 
Entrails unlike) of mineral and flone ; 

Whereof to found their engins, ayd their balls 
Of miflive ruin: part, incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious' with one touch to fire. 510 
So all e’re day-fpring, under confeious night. 

Secret they finilh’d, and in order fer. 

With filent circumfpedtion unefpy’d , 

Now when fair morn orient in Heav’n appear’d. 
Up rofe the vidlor Angels, and to arms 51 j 

The matin trumpet fiing: in arms they flood 
Of golden panoply , refulgent hofl ! 

Soon banded: others from the dawning hills 
Look’d round, and fcouts eachcoaft light-armed fcotlr 
Each quarter, to defery the diflant foe, 530 

Where lodg’d , or whither tied , or if for fight 
In motion or in halt: Iiim foon they met 
Under fpread enfigns moving nigh , in flow 
But firm battalion : back with fpeedieft fail 
ZopKiEL, of Cherubim the fwifteft wing, 535 
Game flying, and in mid-air aloud thus cry’d. ' 

Arm , warriors, arm for fight ! the foe at hand. 
Whom fled we thought, will fave us long perfuit 
This day ; fear not his flight ; fo thick a cloud 
He comes , and fettled in his face I fee 5^0 

S»d .refol alien , and fecure. Let each 
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His adamantine coat gird well , and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe fail his orbed ihield, 

»■ Boro cv’n or high; fot this day will pour dowm, 

'■ If I conjefture * ought, no drilling ihow’r, 54^ 
, Bat ratling florna of arrows barb’d with fire. 

■ • So warn’d he them , aware themfelyes; and foon 

■ in order , quit of all impediment , 

Inftant without difturb they took alarm , 

And onward move embattell’d : when behold I 
Not diftant far with heavy pace the Foe 
Approaching grofs and huge'; in hollow cube 
Training his devililh enginry, impal’d 
On every fide with ihadowing fquadrons deep , 

To hide the fraud . At interview both flood 
Arwhile ; but fuddenly at head appear’d 
Satan; and thus was heard commanding loud. 

Vanguard to right and left the Front unfold ; 

That air may fee who hate us , how we feek 
Peace and compofure , and wi± open breaft 560 
Stand ready to receive them , if they like 
Our overture , and turn not back perverfe ; 

But that I doubt however witnefs Heav’n ! 

Heav’ri witnefs thou anon l while we difeharge 
Freely our part: ye who appointed ftandi' 56^ 
Do as you have in charge , and briefly touch 
What wc propound , and loud that all may hear . 

So fcoffing in ambiguous words , he fcarce 
Had ended ; when to right and left the Front ' 
l^ided, and to either Flank retir’d:- 570 

^ich to our eyes difeover’d , new and flrange i 
A triple mounted row of pillars , laid 
On wheeh ( for like to pillars moft they feem’d , 

Or hollow’d bodies made of oak , or fir , ■ 

With branches lop’d , in wood or mountain fell’d ) 

^ , K . Brafs, 

Ptrhapt if l/t f tight. 
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I Brafs, iron, IVony mold; had not their- mouths 57$ 

. With hideous orifice gap’d on us wide , . ' . 

Portending hollow truce: at each behind 
I A' Seraph Hood , and in his hand a reed 
Stood waving’ tip’d with fire; while we fufpenfe> 586 
Colleded Hood within our thoughts amus’d : 

Not long ! for fudden all at once their reeds • 

: Put forth , and to a narrow vent apply-’d 

With niceft touch; immediate in a flames ■ 5S4 
( But foon obfcur’d withfmoke) allHeav'n appear’d; 

I From thofe deep-throated engins belch’d, whofe roar 
Embowel’d with outragious noife the air, 

And all her entrails tore ; difgorging foul 
Their devililh glut, chain’d thunderbolts, and hail 
Of iron globes, which on the vidor hoft 59©' 
llevel’d , with inch impetuous fury fmote , 

That whom they hit, none on their feet might flandj . 
Though ftanding elfe as rocks ; but down they felf 
By thoufands , Angel on Arch-Angel rowl’d ; 

The fooncr fot their arms ; ( unarm’d they might 59c ' 
Have eafily, as fpirits, evaded fwift ^ . 

By quick contradion or remove:) but now ^ • 

foul difiipation follow’d, and forc'd rout; 

Nor ferv’d it to relax their ferried files: 

Whatfhould they do? if on they rulh’d, repulfe 600 - 
Repeated , and indecent overthrow 
Doubl'd , would render them yet more defpis’d , ’ ' 
And to their foes a laughter: for in view. 

Stood rank’d of Seraphim another row. 

In pofiure to difplode their fecond tire 605 

Of thunder: back defeated to return 
They worfe abhorr’d. Satan beheld their plight. 
And to his mates thus in derifion call’d. 

O friends, why come not on thefc vidors proud? 
E’re-while they fierce were coming, and when we. 

To entertain them fair with open front, 61 r 

And breaft, (what could we more ? ) propounded terms 

Of 
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Of compofitiOn , ftraight they chang’d their minds , | 

Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell, 1 

As they ^ould dance : yet for a dance they feem’d ! 
Somewhat extravagant, and wild-, perhaps 6i6 
For joy of offer’d peace: but I fuppofe, 1 

If-our propofals Once again were heard, I 

We mould compel them to a quick refult. 

To whom thus Beli At-in like gamefome rhood: 
Leader, the terms we fentwere terms of weight, ( 5 ii- 
Of hard contents i and full of force urg’d home; 

Such as we might perceive amus’d them all. 

And ftumbl’d many : who receives them right , , 

Had need from head to foot well underftand; -615 
Not nnderftood , this gift they have befides. 

They ihevv us \vhen our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themfeives in pleafant vein 
Stood fcoffing , heighten’d in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of vidory : Eternal Might 63O 

To match with their inventions they prefum’d 
So eafy , and of his thunder madcva fcorn. 

And all his hoft derided, while they Hood 
A while in trouble : but they Hood not long ; 

Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 
Againlt fuch helliih mifehief fit t’oppofe, 636 
Forthwith ( behold the excellence , the pow’r 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac’d ! ) 
Their arms away they threw , and to the hills 
(For earth hath this variety from heav’n, 640 

Of pleafure, lituate in hill and dale) • 

Light a's the light’ning-glimpfe they ran, they flew. 
From their foundations loos’ning to and fro . 

They pluck’d the feated hills , with all their load , 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the lhaggy tops 645 
Up-lifting bore them in their hands. Amaze, 

Be furc, and terror, feiz’d the rebel hofl. 

When coming towards them , fo dread thev faw 
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I The bottom of the mountains upward turn’d ; 

,' Till on thofe curfed engins’ triple-row 650 

They faw them whelm’d, and all their confidence 
I Under the weight of mountains bury’d deep: 

I Themfelves invaded next, and on their heads 
I Main promontories flung, which in the air 654 
Came iTiadowing, and oppreft whole legions arm'd: 
Thgr armor help’d their harm , criifh’d in & bruis’d 
i Into their lubftance pent, which wrought them pain 
I Implacable, and many a dolorous groan; 

I Long ftrugling underneath, e’re they could wind 
! Out of luch pr-ifon, tliough fpirits of pureft light; 660 
(Pureft at fiilt , now grofs by finning grown) 

Tlie reft in imitation to like arms 

Betook them , and the neighb’ring hills up tore : 

So hills amid the air encounter’d hills , 

Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation direj 665 

I That under ground they fought in difmal lhade ; 

I Infernal noife ! war feem’d a xrivil game 
To this uproar; horrid confufion heap’d 
Uj)on confufion rofe. And now all Heav’n 
Had gone to wrack , with ruin over-fpread , 670 

Had not th’ Almighty Father, where he fits 
.Shrin’d in his fanduary of Heav’n fecure, 
Confulting on the fum of things , forefeen 
This tumult, and permitted all, advis’d: 

7 ’hat his great purpofe he might fo fulfil, 675 

To honor his Anointed Son, aveng’d 

Upon his eijemies, and to declare 

All pow’r on him transfer’d: whence to his Son, 

(Th’Afieflbr of his Throne) he thus began. 

Effulgence of my Glory, Son belov’d, 680 
Son in whofe face invifible is beheld 
Vifibly , what by Deity I am; 

And in whofe hand what by decree I do, 

Second Omnipotence! two days are paft, 

( Two days, as wc compute dis days of Heav’n ) 685 

Since 
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Since Michael and his Pow’rs went forth to tame 
Thefc difobedient : fore hath been their fight , 

As likelieft was , when two fuch foes met arm’d ; 

For to thcmfelves I left them , and thou know’ft. 

Equal in their creation they were form’d, 690 
Save what fin hath impair’d, which yet hath wrought 
Infenfibly, for I fufpend their doom: 

Whence in perpetual ^ht they needs muft hft 
Endlefs,, and no folution will be found. ! 

War wearied hath perform’d what war can do , 695 ' 
And to difordcr’d rage let loofe the reins, •• 1 

With mountains as with weapons arm’d ; which make? 1 
Wild work in Heav’n, and dangerous to the main . 
Two days are therefore paft , the third is thine; 

Fo; thee I have ordain’d it; and thus far 700 
Have fufFer’d , that the gloiy may be thine 
Ofentling this great war, fince none but thou 
Can end it. Into thee fuch virtue, and grace 
Iramenfe, I have-transfus’d, that all may knovtr 
In Heav’n and Hell thy pow’r above compare ; 70J 
And this perverfe* commotion govern’d thus, 

To manifeff thee worthieft to be Heir 
Of all things ; to be Heir , and to be King 
By facred unAion thy deferved right . 

Go then thou Mightieft in thy Father’s Might I 71Q 

Af^cnd my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 

That lhake Heav’n’s bafis, bring forth all my war. 

My bow and thunder, my almighty arms 
Gird on , and fword upon thy puiflant thigh . 

Perfue thefe .fons of darknefs, drive them out 715 
From all Hcav’n’s bounds , into, the utter deep : 

There let them learn , as likes them , to defpife 
G o p , and Messiah his anointed King . 


He faid , and on his Son with rays dire^ 

Shon full, he all his Father full expreft, 7x0 
Ineffably into his face receiv’d: 

And thus the Filial Godhead anfw’ring fpake. 
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O Father, O Supreme of heay’nly Thrones , 
Tirft, Highcft, Holieft, Belt! Thou always feek'ft 
To glorifie thy Son, I always thee, 715 

As is raoft juft; this I ray glory account. 

My exaltation, and my whole delight, - 
That thou in me well pleas’d, declar’ft thy will 
Fulfill’d, which to fulfill is all my blifs. 

Sceptre and poW’r , thy giving, 1 afliime;. • . 73® 
And gladlier Ihall refign, when in the end 
Thou (halt be all in all, and I in thee ' 

For ever ; and in me all whom thou lov’ft : 

But whom thou hat’ft, I hate , and can put on 
Thy terrors, as. I put thy mildnefs on, 73f 

Image of thee in all things: and fhall foon , 

Arm'd with thy might, rid Heav’n of thefe rebell’d; 
To their prepar’d ill manlion driven down 
To chains ofdarhnefs, and th’ undying worm^ 

That from thy juft obedience could revolt, 740 
Whom to obey is happinefs entire. 

Then Ihall thy Saints umnix’d, and from th’irapuie 
Far feparate , circling thy holy mount- 
Unfained Hallelujahs to thee fing, 

Hymns of high praife, and I among them Chief. 745 

So faid. He o’er his fceptre bowing, rofe 
From the right hand pf glory where he fat ; 

And the third facred morn began to Ihine , [found 
Dawning through Heav’n. Forth rufti'd with whirlwind 
The chariot of Paternal Deity , “ 7jO 

Flafhing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn* 
It felf inftinft with fpirit , but convoy’d 
By four Cherubic fhapes; four faces each 
Had wondrous as with ftars, their bodies all, 

And wings, were fet with eyes; with .yes,the wdieels 
Of beril; and careering fires between; 756 

Over their heads a chryftal firmament; 

Where, on a faphir throne, (inlaid with pure ‘ 
Amber, and colors of the fhowry arch) 

He 
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He, in coeleftial panoply all arm’d 769 

Of radicnt U r. i m , work divinely wrouglit ! 
Afcended: at his right hand, Vi(^ory • i 

5 ate eagle-wing’d ; befide him hung his how , 

And quiver^With three-bolted thunder ftor’d : 

And from about him’ fierce effufipn rowl’d 765 
Offmoke, and bick’rmg flame, and fparkles dire. 
Attended with ten thoufand thoufand Saints ^ 

He onward came; far off his coming Ihoae, 

And twenty thoufand ( I their number heard) 

Chariots of G o d , half on each hand, were feen. 770 
He on the wings of Cherpb rode fublimo 
On the chryftallin sky , in -faphir thron’d , 
llluftrious far and wide: but by his own 
Firft feen , them unexpedled joy furpriz’d , 

\Vhen the great enfign of Messiah blaz’d , 77 j 

Aloft by Angels born, his fign in Heav’n: • 

Under wliofe condudl M i c h a e z foon reduc’d 
His army, circumfus’d on either wing, 

, Under their Head imbodied all in one. ’ ' ^ 

Before him PtTw’r Divine his way prepar’d-; 780 
At his coihmand th’ uprooted hills retir’d 
Each to his place , they heard his voice and went 
Obfequious; Heav’n his wonted face renew’d, 

Apd with frelh flowrets hill and valley fmil’d. 


T^is faw his haplefs foes , but flood obdur’d, 78J 
I And to rebellious fight rallied their Pow’rs , 

Infcnfate ! hope conceiving from dcfpair: 

In heav'nly fpirits could fuch jferverfenefs dwell? 

But (to convince the proud what ligns avail. 

Or wonders moVe th’ obdurate to relent ) 790 

They harden’d more by what might molt reclaini . 
Grieving to fc(#his glory , at the fight 
Took envy; and afpiring to his height. 

Stood re-embattell’d fierce , by force or frauil 
Weehing to profper, and at length prevail 795 

Againft God and Messiah; or to fitU 

, In 
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In univerfal ruin laft : and now 
To final battel drew , difdaining flight , 

Or faint retreat; when the Great Son of God 
To all his hofts on cither hand thus fpake . Soo 

Stand ftill in bright array , ye Saints , here Hand 
Yc Angels arm’d , this day from battel reft : 

Faithful hath been your warfare , and of Goo 
Accepted , fearlefs in his righteous caufe ; 

And as ye have receiv’d, fo'have ye done . ^5 

Invincibly. But of this curfed crew 
The puniftimcnt to other hand belongs : 

Vengeance is his , or whofe he foie appoints : 
Number to this day’s work is not qrdain’d , 

■ Nor multitude ftand only , and behold -S’!®' 

God's indignation on thefe godlefs pour’d 
By me; not you, but me they have defpis’d; 

Yet 'envied: againft me is all their rage, 

Bccaufe the F a t h e 11 , t’ w'hom in Heav’n fupreme 
Kingdom , and pow'’r , 'and glory appertains , 8 

Hath honor’d me according to ,h^ will. . • 

Therefore to me their doom he hath aflign^d ; 

That they may have their wilh , to try with me 
In battel which the ftronger proves ; they all , 

Or I alone againft them; fmee by'ftrength 810 
They meafure all , of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor ^re who them excels; 

Nor other ftrtfe with them do I vouchfafe , 

So fpake the Son, and into terror chang’d 
His count’nance , too fevere to be beheld ! 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies . 

At once the four fpread out their ftarry wings , 

"With dreadful lhade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot rowl’d , as with the found 
Of torment floods, or of a numerous hoft. 830 
Ide on his impious foes right-onward drove , 

Gloomy as night; under his burning wheels 

‘ - .The 
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The ftedfaft empyrean fhook throughout; 

All but the throne it felf of God. Full (oon 
Among them he arriv’d; in his right hand 835 
Grafping ten thoufand thunders , which he fent 
Before-'-him , fuch as in their fouls infix’d , 

Plagues: they aftoniih’d, all refinance loft, 1 

All courage ; down their idle weapons dropp’d : ' j 
O’er Ihields, and helms, and helmed heads he rode 840 , 
Of Thrones , and mighty Seraphim proftrate ; i 

That wifti’d the mountains now might be again 1 
Thrown on diem , as a ihelter from his ire . 1 

Nor lefs on either fide tempeftuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold-vifag’d Four, 845 
Dillincft with eyes; and from the living wheels 
Diftind alike with multitude of eyes; 

One fpirit in them rul’d, and every eye 
Glar’d light’ning^ and Ihot forth pernicious fire 
Among tlf accurft, that wither’d all their ftrength. 
And of their wopted vigor left them drain’d , 851 

.Exhaufted , fpiritlefs , afflidted , fall’n . 
yet half his ftrength he put not forth , but check’d 
'His rhufide? in mid-volly ; for he meant 
Nottodeftroy, but root them out ofHeav’n. 855 
The overthrowp he rais’d , and as a herd 
Of goats, or tim’rous flock, together throng’d. 

Drove them before him thunder«ftruck , pcrlu’d 
With terrors, and with fpriest^o the bounds 
And chryftall wall ofHeav’n; which op’ning wide 
Roll’d inward, and a fpacious gap difclos’d 861 
Into the wafteful deep : the monftrous fight 
Strtlck them with horror backward; but far worfe 
Urg’d them behind : headlong thcmfelves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heav’n; eternal wrath 865 
Burn’d after them to the bottomlcfs pit. 
yell heard th’ unfuflferable noife. Hell faw 
Heay’n ruining from: Heav’n , and would have fled 
Affrighted ; but ftri<ft fate had call too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fall had bound. 870 
. ^ K 5 Nine 
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Nine days they fell ; confounded Chaos rear’d , 
And felt tenfold confufion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, fo huge a rout^ 
Incumber’d him with ruin ! Hell at hft 
Yawning receiv’d them whole, & on them clos’d; 875 
Hell , their fit habitation , fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the houfe of woe and pain. • 
Disburden’d Heavn rejoic’d, and foon repair’d . . 

Her mural breach , returning whence it roll’d . 

' ^ ^ • . • * » 

Sote^Vidlor , from th’ expulfion of his foes 880 
Messiah his triumphal chariot turn’d : ' 

To meet him all his Saints, who filent ftoo.d 
Eye-wimefles of his Almighty adts. 

With jubilee advanc’d; and as they went. 

Shaded with branching palm , each Order bright 88j 
Sung triumph, and him fung Yi^lorious King, 

Son, Heir, and Lord, to hirn dominion giv’n , • 
Worthieft to reign : He celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid-heav’n, into tlie courts 
And temple of his mighty F a t h e thron’d 
On high ; who into glory him receiv’d , 

Where now he fits at the right hand of blifs . 

Thus (meafuring things in Heav’n by things- cyi eanh) 
At thy requeft, and that thou may’ll beware 
By what is part, to thee I have reveal’d* 

What might have elfe to human race b6en hid ; 

The difeord which befel , and war in Heav’n 
Among th’ Angelie Pow’rs, and the deep fall 
Of thofe too high afpiring , who rebell’d 
With S A T A N , *he who envies now thy Hate : 

Who now is plotting Jtow he may fediicc 
Thee alfo from obedience, that with, him 
( Bereav’d of happinefs ) thou may’ft partake 
His punifhment , eternd mifery ; 

Which would be all his folace and revenge, 

As a dc'fpite done againft the Moil High, 


900 


905 


Thc( 


Digitized by.Cooglt 





1' 


^ ;PvA-R A D I S E LOST.. 155 

f^ee on^c* to gain companion of his woe : - . 
pot liffen not 

eater: let it profit thee to hayc heard, 
l^lriWc example , the *reward . \ y 
r^difoBedicnce : firm they might have* flood / •. • 

?et (eyi ^Remeniber, and fear tranf^efi ^, r 
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reciaeft of Adam relates how and where^ 
world was fir ft created', that G o n , after 
t'ffttr^fflling (?/ Satan and his Angels out of Heaven', 
ffifiptr'd his pleafure to creat’e another world and other 
i f/mtms to dwell therein; fends His Son with glory 
^^^attendance of Angels to perform the work of Creation 
I 1» fix 'days : the Angels celebrate with hymns the per- 
f enhance thereof, and his re-afcenfton into Heaven . 

Efcend from Heav’n, Urania! by that 
name 

If rightly thou art call’d ; whofc Toice 
divine 

Following , above th’ O t. y m p i a n hill 
— 1 foar . - ' 

j>ve the_ flight ofPEGAsBAN wing . 
meaning, not the name 1 call: for thou • 5 

of the Mufes nine , nor on the top 
;Wf pld 0 1 y M P y s dwell’ft ; but heav’nly born « . 

Before 
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Before the hills appear’d, or fountain flow’d, 

Thou with eternal Wifdom didft Converfe , 

Wifdom thy filler , and with her didft play lO 

In prefence of th’ Almighty Father, pleas’d 
With thy fong. Up led by thee. 

Into the Heav’n of Heav’ns I have prefum’d, 

(An earthly ) and drawn empyreal air. 

Thy temp’ring. With like fafety guided down, 15 
Return me to my native clement ; 

Left from this flying fteed unrein’d ( as once 
BELiERopHONj ihough from a lower clime ) 
Difmounted , on th’ A l e i a n field I fall ,* 
Erroneous there to wander, and forlorn. lo 

Half yet remains unfung,, but narrower bound 
Within the vifible diurnal fphear: 

Standing on earth , not rap’d ab< 5 ve the Pole , 

More fare I fing with mortal voice ; unchang’d 
To hoarfe or mute , though fall’n on evill days , zj 
On evil days though fall’n , and evil tongues ; 

In darknefs, and with dangers compaft round. 

And folitude Yet not alone , while thou 
Vifit’ft my numbers nightly ; or when morn 
Purples the eaft: ftill govern thou my fong, 30 
Urania, and fit audience fiitd, though few. 

But drive far oflf the barbarous diflbnance 
Of Bacchus and his revellers; the race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 
In Rhodope, where’woods and rocks had ears 3 j 
To rapture , ’till the favage clamor drown’d 
Both harp and voice; nor could the Mufe defend 
Her fon. So fail not thou , who thee implores; 

For thou art heav’nly , flie an empty dream . 

. Say , Goddefs , what enfu’d 'when Raphael, 40 
The affable Arch-Angel , had forewarn’d 
Adam, by dire example to beware 
Apoftafy , by what befel in Hcav’n 
To thofe apoftates, left the like befall 

In 
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In Paradifc^tb Adam or his race , 4 j 

(Charg’d i*bt to touch the interdiSed Tree) 
if they tranCgrefs, and flight that foie command; 

So calily obey’d , amid the choice 

Of all talles elfe to pleafe their appe':r “ , 

Though%and’ring. — He, with his coi -erted E v‘b. 

The Itory heard attentive, and was fiJl’a • Jx 
With admiration, and deep mufe, to hear 
Of thing? fo high Sc ftrange ; things to tlRir thought 
So urrimif»inablc ^s hate in Heav’n, 

And war lo near tne peace of G o d in blifs, 55 
With fuch confufion : but the evil foon , 

Driv’n back , redounded , as a flood , on thofe 
From whom it fprung; iinpoflible to mix 
With bleflednefs. W-lience Adam foon repeal’d 
The doubts that in his heart arofe: and now 60 
Led on , yet finlefs , with defire to know 
What nearer might concern him , how this world 
Of hcavn and earth confpicuous firft began; 

When , and whereof created ; for what caufe ; 

What within Eden, or without , was done ' 6 ^ 
Before his memory (as one whofe drouth 
Yet fcarce allay’d , ftill eyes the current ftream , 

Whofe liquid' murmur heard, new third exites.) 
Proceeded thus to ask his heav’nly gueft. 

Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, 70 
Far diflf'ring -from this world, thou haft reveal’d. 

Divine interpreter ! by favor fent 
Down from dhe empyrean , to forewarn 
Us timely of what might elfe have been our lofs 
Unknown ; which human knowledge could not reach : 

For which to th’ Infinitely Good we owe j 6 

Immortal thanks and his admonifliment 
Receive., with folemn purpofe to obferve 
Immutably bis fovereign will, the end 
Ofwhatweare. But fince thou haft vouchfaf’d 80 
Gently , for our inftrudion , to ioipart 

Things 
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Things above earthly thought ( which yd^oncern'd 
Our knowing, as to highdl Wifdom icenlf^) 

Deign to defend now lower , and relate ' ' 
(What may no lefs perhaps avail us known) ^ gc 
How firft began this heav’n , which we behold 
Diftant fo high , with moving fires adorn’d ^ ' 
Innumerable^ ; and this which yields or fills • 

All fpace, the ambient *air wide interfus’d, ' 
linbracing round this florid earth; what caufc 
Mov’d rhe Creator, in his holy 
Through- all eternity , fo late to IRld 
In Chaos; and the work begun , how foot! ' ‘ 
Ablblv'd , if unforbid thou may’ft unfold 
What we, not to explore the lecrets aik j pj 
Of his eternal empire , but the more ■ ‘ 

To magnify his works, the more we know. 

And the great light of day yet wants t(y;un 
Much of his face , though Iteep , fiifpeme in heav’n' 
Held by thy voice; thy potent voice he hears^ loo 
And longer will delay, to hear thee tell ^ 

His generation , and the fifing birth 
Of nature from the unapparent Deep: 

Or if the ftar of ev’ning, and the mo^ 

Hafte to thy audience,-mght with her wll bring 105 
Silence; and fleep, lift’ning to tfiee, will watch; 

Or we can bid his abfence , 'till thy fong 
End, and difmifs thee e’rc the morning ihine. 


Thus Adam his illuflrious gueft befoi^ht; 

And thus the Godlike Angel anfwer’d Ifcild.# Iio 

♦ t* 

• This alfo thy requeft , with caution ask’d , ’ * ‘ 

Obtain; though to recount almighty works, ' 

What words , or tongue of Seraph , can fufficq ! 

Or heart of man fuffice to comprehend ! 

Yet what thou can’ft attain , (which belt may ferve 115 
To glorify the Maker, and infer ' ^ 

Thee alfo happier) -ihall not be with-held 

Thy 
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Thy. hcark^. fuch comniiffion from above 
I have to anfwcr thy defire 

0| knovwwge within bounds; beyond abftaih tZQ 
To ask’, noV let thine own inventions hope 
Tiling not reveal’d* which rh’invifible King, 
Ofllyomnifcicnt , hath fuppreft in night ; 

Tdjnone communicable in earth or heav’n; 

En^(^ is left befidcs to feafch and know; ■ iij 
But ^owledgc is as food , and needs no Icfs 
Her temperance^’er appetite , to know 
In meafure whaHne mind may well contain; 
Opprefles elfe with furfeit, and foon turns 
Wifdom to folly, as nouriftiment to wind. 130 
* % * 

* Knhtr then , that after L u c i f e u frorrt Heay’n 
( So call him * brighter once amidft the hoft 
Of Angels *’^an that liar the liars among) 

Fell wim liij, flaming legions through the deep 
Into.Sis pldce, and the great Son return’d 135 
Vidiorious Vith his Saints, th’ Omnipotent 
, Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus fpake. 

* ''3 

' At Icaft our envious foe hath fail’d , who thought 
All .like himfelf rebellious, by whofe aid 
This inacceflible high llrengih , the feat 
Of Deity fupreme , ( us dilpoflcft ) 

He trullcd to- have feis’d , and into fraud 
Drew many,; whom their place knows here no more : 
Yet far |he j^ater part have kept , I fee , 145 

' Tiheir llatitm; Heav’n, yet populous , retains 
"Mumber fufficient to poflefs her realms , 

T|iough wide ; and this high temple to frequent 
^Vith -.minirtenes due and Iblemn rites. 

Hut left his heart exalt him in the harm 150' 

Already done, to have difpeopled Heav’n, 

{ Hy damage fondly deem’d I ) I can repair 
Tint detriment, if fuch it be, t© lofc 
r Self- 
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Self-loft; and in a mo>mcnt will create 

Another world; out of one man , a race 155 

Of men innumerable, there to dwell. 

Not here ; ’till by degrees of merit rais'd 
They open to themfelves at length the way 
Up hither; under long obedience try’d : 

And earth be chang’d to Heav'n , & Heav’n to earth, 
One kingdom, joy, and union without end . 161 

Mean- while inhabit lax, ye pow’rs of Heav’n! 

And thou my Word, begotten ! by thee 
This I perform , fpeak thou , and ^it done . 

My overfliadowing Spirit and might with thee 
1 lend along: ride forth, and bid the Deep i 66 
Within appointed bounds , be heav’n and earth : 
Boundlefs the Deep, becaufe I A M who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the fpace , 

Though I, uncircumferib’d my felf, retire 170 
And put not forth my goodnefs ; w hich is free 
To aft or not; Necefllty and ^ance 
Approach not me, and what I will is Fate. 

So fpake th’ Almighty, and to what he fpake 
His Word, the Filial Godhead, gave effeft. 175 
Immediate are the afts of God, more fwift 
Than time or motion ; but to human ears 
Cannot without procefs of fpeech be told ; 

So told , as earthly notion can receive . 

Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heav’n, iS® 
When fuch w'as heard declar’d th’ Almighty’s will; 

Glory they fung to the Moft High I good will 
To future men , and in their dwellings peace : 

Glory to him] whofe juft avenging ire , 

Had driven out th’ ungodly from his fight, 185 
And th’ habitations of the juft : to him 
Glory and.praife! whofe wifdom had ordain’d' 

Good out of evil to create ; inftead 
Of fpirits malign, a better race to brii^ 

Into their vacant room , and thence diftufc igo 
His good to worlds, and ages infinite, 

So 
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So fang the Hierarchies . Mean while the Son 
O n his great expedition now appear’d. 

Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crown’d 
Of Majelly Divine: fapience and love lor 

Immenfe , and all his Father in him fhone . 

Abont his chariot numberlefs w^ere pour’d 
Cherub, and Seraph, Potentates, and Thrones, 

And Virtues : winged fpirits , and chariots wing’*d 
From rh’ armory of God, where Hand of old 200 
Myriads between two brazen mountains lodg’d 
Againft a folemn day, harnefs’d at hand, 

CcclelHal equipage! and now came forth 
Spontaneous (for within them fpirit liv’d) 

Atteiident on their Lord: Heav’n open'd wide 205 
Her ever-during gates , harmonious found ! ^ 

On golden hinges 'moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory , in his pow'rful Word, 

And Spirit, coming to create new Worlds. 

On heav’nly ground they Hood. & from die Ihorc 210 
They viewed the vaft immcafurable Abyfs, 

OutragioUs as a fea , dark, wafteful, wild; 

Up from the bottom turned by furious winds. 

And furging waves, as mountains, to aflault 
Heav’n’s height, & with the centre mix the Pole. -2rj 

Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou Deep, peace I 
Said then th’emnific Word, your difeord end --- 

Nor ftaid ; but, on the wings of Cherubim 
Up-lifted , in paternal glory rode 
Far into Chaos, and the world unborn ; 220 

for Chaos heard his voice. Him all his train 
. Follow’d in bright proceffion, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 

Then ftaid the fervid wheels , and in his hand 
He took the golden compaffes , prepar’d 
In God ’s eternal ftore, to circumfcribc 
This Univerfe , alid all created things . 


225 
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One foot he center’d, and the other turn’d 
; Round through the vaft profundity obfcure ; 
j And faid , thus far extend , thus far thy bounds , 230 
This be thy jult circumference O world ! 

Thus God the heav’n created , thus the earth ; 
Matter unform’d and void ! Darknefs profound 
Cover’d th’Abyfsj but on the watry calm 134 
His brooding wings the S p i h i t of G o d out-fpread, 
And viral virtue infus’d, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mafs; but downward purg’d 
The black tartareous cold' infernal dregs, . 

Adverfe to life : then founded, then conglob’d 
Like things to like; the reft to feveral place 240 
I Difparted ; and between, fpun out the air; 

I And earth felf-ballanc’d on her centre hung. 

i , Let there be light! faid God; & forthwith light 
I Ethereal, firrt of things, quintefTence pure, 
i Sprung from the deep: & from her native eaft,,Z45 
f To jqnrney through the aery gloom began, 

! Spher’d in a radiant cloud ; ( for yet the Sun 

Was not ) ihe in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojourn'd the while. God faw the light Was good; 
And light from darknefs by the hemifphere 250 
Divided: light the day, and darknefs night 
He nam’d. Thus was the firft Day Ev’n and Morn: 
Nor pail uncelebrated, nor unfung 
By the .ccekftial quires, when orient light 
Exhaling firft from darknefs they beheld; 255 
Birth-day of heav’n and earth I with joy and fliout. 
The hollow univerfal orb they fill’d; 

And touch’d their golden harps, & hymning prais’d 
God and his works, Creator him they fung. 259 
Both when firft Ev’ning was, and when firft Morn. 


Again , G o d faid , let there be firffiament 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 
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The waters from the waters ! And God made 
The firmament expanfe of liquid, pure, 

Tranfparcnt, elemental air, diffus’d 7.6^ 

In circuit to the uttermoft convex 

Of this great round: partition firm and fare. 

The waters underneath from thofe above • 

Dividing: for as earth , fo he the world 

Built on circumfluous waters calm , in wide ,ijd 

Chryftallin ocean , arid the loud misrule 

Of Chaos far remov’d; left fierce extremes > 

Contiguous , might diftemper the whole frame: ! 

And Heav’n he nam’d the firmament: fo Ev’n I 

And Morning Chorus fung the fecond Day. 27 j j 

The earth vvas form’d , but in the womb as yet ^ 
Of waters ( embryon immature) involv’d. 

Appear’d not : over all the face of earth 
Main ocean flow’d; not idle, but with warm 
Prolific humor foft’ning all her globe, 280 j 

Fermented the great mother to conceive, ! 

Satiate wUth genial moifture : when God faid. 

Be gather’d riow ye waters under heav’n 

Into-one place, and Ifet dry land appear! 

Immediately the mountains huge appear 285 

Emergent , and their broad bare backs up-heave 
Into the clouds, their tops afeend the sky: • 

So high as heav’d the tumid hills, fo low 
Down funk a hollow bottom., broad and deepj 
Capacious bed of waters ! Thither they 290 

Hafted with glad precipitance, up-rowl’d , 

As drops on duft conglobing from the dry : 

Part riie in chryftal wall, or ridge dired^ 

For hafte ; fuch flight the great command imprefs’d 
On the fwift floods: as armies at the call 295 ' 

Of trumpet ( for of armies thou haft heard ) 

Troop to their ftandard; fo the wat'iy throng, 

Wave rovvling after wave, where way they found. 

If lleep, with torrent rapture , if through plain , 

L 2 Soft^ 


Digitized by 


i64 paradise lost. Book VII. 

Soft-ebbing; nor withftood them rock or bill ; 

But they , or 'under ground , or circuit wide 
With fcrpent-crror wandring , found their way , 

And on the walhy oofe deep channels wore ; 

Eafie , e’re God had bid the ground be dry , 

All but wifliin thofe banks , where rivers now - 305 
Stream , and perpetual draw their humid train . 

The dry land, earth; and the great receptacle 
Of congregated waters, he call’d feas; . 

And favv that it was good: and faid , let th’ earth 
Put forrii the verdant grafs, herb yielding feed, 310 
And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind; - 

Whofe feed is rn her felf upon the earth ! 

He fcarcc had faid , when the bare earth (’till then 
Defert and bare, unlightly, unadorn’d) 

Brought forth the tender graft, whofe verdure clad 3I5 
Her univerfal race with pleafant green. 

(Then herbs of every leaf, that fudden flowr’d 
Gp’ning their various’ colors , and made gay 
Her bofom fmelling fweet. And thefe fcarce blown, 
Forth-fiourifh’d thick the*'clu(lring vine, forth crept 310 
The fmelling gourd , up flood the corny reed 
limbattl’d in her field; and th’ humble Ihrub, 

And buih, with frizl’d hair implicit. Laft, 

Pajfe, as in dance , the flatly trees, and fpread y.*, 
Their branches hung with copious fruit ; or gemm’d 
Their blofibms : with high woods the hills were crown’d; 
With tufts the vallics, and each fountain fide, 

With borders long the rivers: that , earth now 
Seem’d like to Heav’n ; a feat, where Gods might dwell. 
Or wander with delight , and love to haunt 33 o 
Her facred (hades : though Goo had yet not rain’d 
Upon the earth, and man to till the ground 
• None was: but from the earth a dewy mift 
Went up, and water’d all tl\e ground, and each 
Plant of the field; which, c’re'itwasin th’earth, 335 
God made , and ev’ry herb , Maefore it grew 
On the green flcm : G o d faw that it was good . 

So Ev’n and Morn recorded the third Day . 

Agair. 
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Again th’ Almighty fpake ; Let there be lights 
High in th’expanfe of heaven, to divide 34® 
The day from night: and let them be for figns. 

For fcafons, and for days , and circling years; 

And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of heav'n , 

To give light on tlie earth ! and it was fo. 

And God made two great lights (great for their ufc; 
To man ) the greater to^ have rule by day , 

* The lefs by night , alterne : and made the ftars ; 

And fet them in the firmament of heav’n, 

T’ illuminate the earth, and rule the day , 550 

In their viciflirude, and rule the night; 

And light from darknefs to divide. Gop faw. 
Surveying his great work, that it was good: , 

For of coeleftial bodies firft , tke Sun 
( A mighty fphere I ) he fram’d ; unlightfomc firfi: , 
Tho’ of ethereal mold; then form’d the mpon, 356. 
Globofe; and ev’ry magnitude of ftars;. 

Aq,d fow’d with ftars the heaV’n , thick as a field . 

Of light by far the greater part he took , 
Traniplanted from her cloudy ftirinc, and plac’d 360. 
In die Sun’s orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 
Hqr gather’d beams, great palace now of light; 
Hither, as to their fountain., other ftars 
Repairing, iii their golden urns draw light,. 3 < 5 j' 
And hence the morning planet gilds his horns : 

By tindturc , or refledlion , they augment 
Tly:ir fmall peculiar, though (from human fight 
So far remote ) with diminution feen . 

Firft in his eaft the glorious lamp was feen, 370- 
Regent of day; and all th’ horizon round 
Inverted with bright rays', jocund to run 
His longitude through heav’n’s high road : the gray 
Dawn , and the P l ej a d e s, before him danc’d ,• 
Shedding fweet influence. Lefs bright the moon, 375-. 
But oppofite in Icvcl’d weft was fet, 
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His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 
From him , for other light fhe needed none 
In that afpeft; and ftill that diftance keeps 
*Till night ; then in the eaft her turn flie Ihines , 380 
Revolv’d on heav’n’s great axle, and her reign 
With thoufand leffer lights dividual holds. 

With thoufand thoufand ftars l that then appear’d 
Spangling the hemifphere; then firft adorn’d 
With the bright luminaries, that fet and rofe. 385 
Glad Ev’ning and glad Morn crown’d the fourth Day. 

And Gop faid,>Iet the waters 'generate 
Reptil, with fpawn abundant,, living foul ! 

And let fowl fly above the earth , with wings 
Pifplay’d on th’open firmament ofheav’n! 390 
And Gpp created the great whales , and each 
Soul living , each that creptt which plenteoufly 
The \vatcrs gcneraUd by their kinds: 

And every bird of wing after his kind : 

And fa w that it was good, and blels’d them, faying. 
Be fruitful, multiply , and in' the fcas 3()(j 

And lakes, and running ftreams, the waters fill; 

And let the fowl be mtiltiply’d on th’ earth. 
Forthwith the founds, and fej3s, each creek and bay 
With fry innumerable fwarm , and'flioals 496 

Of fifh, that with their fins and Ihining fcales 
Glide under tiie green wave in fail Is , that oft 
Bank the mid-fea : part lingle, pr with mate, 

Graze the fea-weed their pallure ; and thro’ groves 
Of coral ftray; or, fporting with qihck glance, 405 
Shew to the Sun their wav’d coats, drop’d with gold; 
Or, in their pearly fhells at eafe, attend 
Moift nutriment; or under rocks their food, 

In jointed armor , watch : on fmoo'th , the S&al , 

And bended Dolphins play;* part, hiige of bulk! 41O 
Wallowing unweildy, enormous in their gait ’ 
Tempeft the ocean: there Leviathan,, 

Hugeft of living creatures > on the deep 
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Stretch’d like a promontory, fleeps or fwims; 

And Teems a moving land, and at his gills 4^5 
Draws in , and at his trunk fpouts out a Tea. 

Mean while the tepid caves, and fens, and Ihoars, • 
Their brood as numerous hatch from rh’cgg,t^at foon. 
Burfting with kindly rupture , fo'rtjti-difclos’d 
Their callow young; but feather’d foon, & fledge, 410. 
They fum’d their pens, and foaring th’air fubhme. 
With clang defpis’d the ground, under a cloud 
In profpe<^r there, the,. eagle , and the ftork. 

On cliflfs and cedar tops' the;r eyries build’; 

Part loofly wing the region ; part , more wife 41 j 

In common, rang’d in figure wedge their way. 
Intelligent oif feafons, and fet forth 
Their aery caravan, high over feas 
Flying, and over l^nds, with mutual wing 
Eafing their flight; (fo fleers the prudent crane 430 
Her annual voyage ) horn on winds , the air 
Floats, as they pafs,fann’d with unnumber’d plumes. 
From branch to branch the fmaller birds with Tong 
Solac’d the woods , and fpread th,eir painted wings 
’Till ev’n; nor then , the folemn nightingale 435 
Ceas’d warbling , but all night tun’d her toft lays. 
Others, on filver lakes aha rivers bath’d 
Their downy breaft; the fwan , with arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly , rowes 
Her ftate with oary feet : yet oft they quit 440 
The dank > ?^d rifing on fliff pennons , tour 
The mid aercal sky. Others, on ground 
Walk’d firm ; the crefled cock , whofe chrion founds 
The filent hours ;‘ and th,’ other , whofe gay train 
Adorns him , color’d WMih the florid hue 445 
Of rainbows , and ftarry eyes . The waters thus 
With filh replenifti’d , and the air with fowl , . 

Ev’ning and Morn folemniz’d the fifth Day , 

The fixth, and of .creation laft, arofe 
With ev’ning' harps and matin ; when God faid, 450 
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Let rh’ earth bring forth fowl living in her kind , 
Cartel, and creeping things, and beaft of th’ earth, 
Each in their kincj! — The eartl) obey’d; & ftraight 
Op’ning her fertil womb, teem’d at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, pcrfedl forms, 45J 
Limb’d and full grown. Out of the ground up-'rofe 
As from his laire, the wild beaft, where he woiis 
In foreft wjid, in thicket, brake or den: 

Among the trees in pairs they rofe, they walk’d; 
The cattel in the fields , and meadows green : 460 . 

Thofe rare and folitary, thefe in flocks 
Pafturing at once, and in broad herds up-fprung. 
The grafi^ clods now calv’d, now half appear’d 
The tawny lion , pawing to get free 464 

His hinder parts; then fprings as broke from bonds, 
And rampant (hakes his brfhded mane: the ounce, . 
T*he libbard , J\nd the tiger , ( as the mole 
Rifing) the crumbl’d earth above them threw 
In hillocks : the fwift ftag front under ground 
Bore up his branching head : fcarce from his mould 
Behemoth (biggeft born of earth) up-heav’d 47 1 
His vaftnefs: fleec’d the flocks , and bleating, role, 
As plants: ambiguous betwpcn fea and land. 

The river-horfe, and fcaly crocodile. 

At once came forth whatever creeps ihe^ground, 475 
Infe<ft or worm : thofe wav’d their limber fans. 

For wings ; and fmalleft lineaments exacft 
In all the liveries deck’d of fummer’s pride. 

With fpots of gold, and purple, azure and green: . 
Thefe, as a line, their long dimenfion drew, 480 
Streaking the ground vvith Imuous trace : not all 
Minims of nature, fome of ferpent-kind. 

Wondrous in length and corpulence, involv’d 
Their fnaky folds, and added wings. Firft crept 
The parfimonious emmet ,, provident 485 

Of future, in fmall room large heart inclos’d ! 
(Pattern of juft equality perhaps 
Hereafter , joined in her popular tribes 
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Of commonalty) Swarming next, appear’d 
The female bee, that feeds her husband drone 490 
Delicioufly, and builds her waxen cells 
With honey ftor’d. The reft are numberlefs. 

And thou their natures know’ft, & gav’ft them names, 
Necdlefs to thee repeared : nor unknown 
The ferpent (fubtleft beaft of all the field) 

Of huge extent fometimes , with brazen eyes 
And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now heav’n in all her glory (hone, and rowl’d 
Her motions, as the great Fnft-Mover’s hand 500 
Firft wheel’d their courfc ; earth in her rich attire 
Confummate lovely fmiHtl ; air, water, earth, 

By fowl, filh, beaft, was flown, w^s fwum.was walk’d 
Frequent j and of the fixth Day yet remain’d. 

There wanted yet the Mafter-work, the end 505 
Of all yet done; a creature, who not prone. 

And brute as other creatures, but indu’d 
With fandlity of reafon, might ereft 
His ftature, and upright with front ferene 
Govern the reft, felf-knowing ; and from thence. 
Magnanimous, to correfpond with Heav’n; 511 
But grateful to acknowledge tvhence his good 
Defeends ; thither with heart , and voice , and eyes 
Dircdled in devotion , to adore 
And worftiip Goo fupreme, who made him chief 
Of all his w'orks: therefore th’ Omnipotent ^ iS 
Eternal Father (for where is not he 
Prefent.^) thus to his Son audibly fpake. 

« 

Let us make now M a n , in our image , M a n 
In oiir fimilitude , and let them rule 5Z0 

Over the filh, and fowl, of fea and air, 

Beaft of the field , and over all the earth , 

And cv’ry creeping thing that creeps the ground ! 

L S This 
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This faid, he form’d thee, Adam, thee O Manl 
Duft of the ground; and in thy noftrils breath’d 52J 
j The breath of life : in his own image he ' ’ 

I Created thee , in the image of G o d 
Exprefs , and thou becam’lt a living foul . 
i Male he created thee, hut thy confort 
' Female, for race: then blefs’d mankind, &faid, 530 
' Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, 

I Subdue it^ and throughout dominion hold 
I Over filh of the fea, and fovyl of th’air, 

I And ev’ry living thing that moves on th’ earth*, 
Where-ever thus created , for no place 53$ 

Is yet diftind by name. 'Thence ( as thou know’ft ; 
He brought thee into this delicious grove. 

This garden ; planted with the trees of God; 
Deledable both to behold and talte: 

And freely all their pleafaut fruit for food 540 

Gave thee ( all forts are here that all th’ earth yields , 
Variety without end/) but of the Tree, 

Which tailed works knowledge of good and evil , 
Thou may’ft not: in the day thou eat’ft, thiou dy’ft: 
■Death is the penalty impos’d, beware/ *545 

And govern well thy appetite, letl Sin 
' Surpril'e thee , and her black attendant Death . 

Here finilh’d He, and all that he had made 
View’d, and behold! all was eniirely-good ; 

So Ev’n and Morn accomplilh’d the lixrh Day: 550 
Yet not 'till the Creator from his work 
Defining , though unwearied , up return’d ; 

Vp to the Heav’n of heav’ns , his high abode , 
Thence to behold this new created world , 

Th’ addition of his empire, how it Ihew’d 5* 5 5 
In profpedl from his throne, ho^v good, how fair, 
Aniwering his great idea : Up he rode 
Follow’d with acclamation, and the found 
Symphonious of ten thoufand harps, that tun’d 
Angelic harmonies: the earth, the air 5^0 

Re- 
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Refounded, (thou remember’ft, for thou heardll) 

The hfiav’ns and all the conftellations rung : 

The planets in their fl:ation- lift’ning flood , 

While the L-right pomp afgended jubilant. 

Open, ye everlafling gates, they fung, 

Open, ye Heav’ns, your living doors; let 
The Great Creatior, from his work return’d 
Slagnificent , his fix days work, a World ! 

Open , and henceforth oft ; for God will deign 
To vifit pft the dwellings of juft men, ' 570 

Delighted; and with frequent intercourfe 
Thither will fend his winged melfengers, 

On errands of fupernal grace . So fung 

The glorious train afcending : He through Heav’n , 

That open’d wide her blazing portals, led 575 
To God’s eternal houfe diredt the way; 

A broad and ample toad, whofe duft is gold 

And pavement liars, as ftars to thee appear 

Seen in the galaxy (that milky way 

Which nightly, as a circling zone, thou feeft 580 

Ponder’d with liars. ) And nov\' on earth the fevcnth 

Ev’ning arofe in E d e n , for the Sun 

Was fct, and twilight from the call came on , 

Forerunning night ; when, at the holy mount 

Of Heav’n 's high-feaied lop, th’ imperial throne 585 

Of Godhead, fix’d for ever firm and lure , 

The Filial Pow’r arriv’d, and fat him down 
With his Great Fatheiv: for he alfo'went 
In.vifibie, yet Raid ( fuch privilege 
Hath Omniprefence) and the work ordain’d , 590 

Author and end of all things ; and from work 
Now refting , blefs'd and hallow’d the fev’nth Day , 

As refting on tliat day from all his work ; 

But not in filence holy kept; the harp 

Had work and refted not, the foleipn pipe 59 j 

And dulcimer, all organs of fweet flop, 

All founds on fret by llring , or golden wire , 

Temper’d foft tunings , intermix’d with voice . . 

/ ■ Choral , 
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I Choral , or unifon : of incenfe clouds , 

■ Fuming from golden Cenfers , hid the mount r '600 
Creation, and the fix Days ads, they fung. 

Great, are thy works , Jehovah, infinite 
Thy pow’r what thought can meafure thee, or tongue 
Relate thee ^ Greater now in thy return 
Than from the Giant-'Angels; Thee that day 605 
‘ Thy thunders magnify’d;' but to create ‘ . 

Is greater , than* created to delhoy . 

Who can impair thee. Mighty King.'' or bound ’ 
Thy ernpirc.^ Eafily the proud attempt 
Of fpirirs apofiaie, and their counfcls vain, 610 
Thou haft repell’d ; while impioufly they thought 
Thee to diminilh, and from thee^w thdraw 
The number of thy wprfiiippers. Who feeks 
To lefien thee, againft his purpofe ferves 
To manifeft the more thy might: bis evil . 615 
Thou ufeft , and from thence creat’d more gqod . 
Witnefs this new-made world, another Heav’n! 

■ From Heaven-gate not far , founded in view 
On the clear hyaline, the glafly-fea; 

Of amplitude alraoft immenfe, with ftars 
Numerous, and ev’ry ftar perhaps a world 
Of deftin’d habitation; but thou know’ll ■ •’ 
Their feafons; among thefe the feat of men. 

Earth, with her nether ocean circumfus’d, * 6^.4 i 
Their plcafant' dweliing-plaCe. Thrice happy men.' 
And fons of men.' whom Go d hath thus advanc’d. 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worlhip him; and in reward. to rdle 
Over his works, on earth, in fea, or air; 

And multiply' a race of worlhippcrs djo' 

Holy 'and juft: thrice happy if they know 
Their happinefs , and perleverc upright l 

So fung they, and the empyrean rung * ♦ 

With halleluiahs: Thus w^s Sabbath kt^Pt. 

And 
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requeft think now fulfill’d , that ask’d 635 
this world and face of things began , 
.^r-orhat before thy memory was done 
beginning , that pofterity 
:h’d by thee might know . If elfe thou fcck’ft 
t»- not furpaffing human mcafure , fay . 640 


itiijuires concerning cceleftial motions ; is doubtfully 
and exhorted to fearcb rather things more 
'^fMortby of kno'wledge. Adam affen^: and ftill defirous 
. ii detain Raphael, to him what he remember'd 

T^.^jfmce, bis own creation-, bis placing in Paradife; his 
‘ ^^Ik with God concerning folitude and fit fociety ; 
firft meeting and nuptial^ with Eve; his difeour/e 
the Angel there - upon; who y- after admonitions 
’4^iptattd , departs . 

E Angel ended , and in A d a m ’s ear 
So charming left his voice, that he a 
™ while 

r Thought him* ftill fpeaking, ftill flood 
W fix’d to hear ; 

icn, as new wak’d, thus gratefully reply’d. 


^ What thanks fufficient , or what rccompenfc 
Eqiiaj , have 1 to render thee, divine 
'iiflorian ? who thus largely baft allay'd 
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The thirft I had of knowledge , and vouchfaf ’d 
This friendly condefcenfion to relate 
Things, elfe by me unfearchable; now heard 
With wondet, but delight; and, as is due, 

"With glory attributed to the high 

Creator. Something yet> of doubt remains, ‘ 

Which only thy folution can refolve . 

When I behold this goodly frame, this world 
Of heav’n and earth confiding; and Compute 
Their rhaghitudes ; this earth a fpot , a grain , 

An atom , with the firmament compar’d ,- 
And all her number’d ftars ; 'that feem tcf rowl 
Spaces incomprehenfible , (for fuch 
Their dillance argues , and their fwift return 
Diurnal) meerly to officiate light ' - 

Round this opacous earth , this pundlual fpot , ^ 

One day and night; in all their vaft furvey 
tJfelefs bciides: reafoning I oft admire, ‘ ^ 

How Nature , wife and frugal , could commit 
Such difproportions; with fuperfluous hand, 

So many nobler bodies to create. 

Greater fo manifold, to this one ufe; 

(For ought appears) and on their orbs impofc 
Such refilefs revolution day by day 
Repeated, while the fedehtary eatth, 

(That better might with far lefs compafs rhove) 
Serv’d by more noble than her felf, attains 
Her end without leaft motion ; and receives 
( As tribute , fuch a fumlefs journey brought 
Of incorporeal fpeed) her warmth and light; 
Speed, to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs number fails. 


lo 
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35 


So fpake our fire, and by his count’nance feem’d 
Entring on ftudious thoughts abftrufe; which Eve 40 
Perceiving, where fhe fat retir’^ in. fight ^ ■ 

With lowlinefs majefiic from l^r feat. 

And grace", that won who faw to wi(h her ftay , 
Rofe; and went forth among her fruits and flow’rs. 

To 
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To vifit how they profper’d , feud and bloom, 45 
Her nurfcry : that at her coming fprung, 

And touch’d by her fair tendance gladlier grew . 

Yet went (he ndt , as not with fuch difcourfe 
Delighted, or not capable her car 
Of what was high : fuch pleafure ihe referv'd,. 50 
A M, relatin", Ihe foie aiiditrefs: 

•Her husband tne relater (he prefer’d 
Before the Angel , and of him to ask 
Chofe rather: he, fhe knew, would intermix 
Grateful digreffions, and folve high difpute 55 
With conjugal careilcs: from his lip 
Not words hlone pleas’d her. ( O when meet now 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honor join’d.^) 

With Goddefs-like demeanor forth (he went; 

Not unattended ! for on her , as Queen , 60 

A pomp of winning Graces waited I!ill , 

;And^rom abotn her (hot darts of defire 
Info all eyes, to wilh her Bill in fight. 

And A P H A E L now , to^A 0 a m ’ s doubt propos’d , 
Benevolent , and Yacil thus reply’d . 65 


To ask or fearch I blarhe thee not, for heav’n 
Is as the book of G o n before thee fet , 

Wherein to read, his wondrous vvorks, and learn 
His feafons » hours , or days , or months , or years .• 
This to attain , whether heav’n move or earth , 70 

Imports not, if thou reckon right; the reft, 

From man or Angel, the Great Archited 
Did wifely to conceal ; and not divulge 
His fecrets to be fcan’d by them who ought 
^th^r admire. Or, if they lift to try ‘ 75- 

' Conje<fture, he his fabric of the heav’ns 
Hath left to their difputes, perhaps to move 
' His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter; when they come to model heav’n, 

And calculate the ftars, how they will wield 8b 
The mighty frame; how build, unbuild, contrive 
* To 
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To fave appearances; how gird the fphcre 
With centric and eccentric Icribl’d o'er, 

Cycle arid epicycle, orb in orb. 

Already by thy rcafoning this I guefs, 85 

Who art to lead thy off-lpring; and fuppofeft. 

That bodies bright and greater ihould not ferve 
The lefs not bright , nor heav n Tuch journies run , 
Earth fitting ftill , when Ihe alone receives 
The benefit . Confider firft , that great * 90 

Or bright, infers not excellence:^ the earth 
Though, in comparifon of heav’n » fo ftnall. 

Nor gliftering, may of folid good-contain 
More plenty than the Sun , that barren ihinas; 

Whofe virtup on it felf works no eflfedl, 95 

But in the fruitful earth : there firft receiv’d , 

His beams (imacftive elfe) their vigor find. 

Yet not to earth are thofe bright luminaries 
Officious, but to theci earth’s habitant. 

And for the heav’ns wide circuit , let it fpeak 100 
The Maker’s high magnificence;, who built 
So-fpacious , and his line ftrctcht.out fo far ; 

That man may know he dwells not in his own j 
An edifice too large for him to fill* 

Lodg’d in a fmall partition; and the reft .105 
Ordain’d for ufes to his Lord beft known , 

The fwiftnefS’ of thofe circles attribute , 

(Though numbcrlefs) to his omnipotence, . ^ 

That to corporeal fubftances could add 
Speed almoft fpiritual: me thou think’rt not flow, no 
Who fince the morning-hour fet out from Heav'n, 
Where God refides; and e’re mid-day arriv'd 
In Eden: diftance inexpreflible 
By numbers that have name ! but this I urge , 
Admitting motion in the heav’ns; to (hew 115 

Invalid , that which thee to doL.ht it mov’d ; ! 

Not that 1 fo affirm, though fi it feem 
’ To thee who haft thy dwelling here on earth . 
God, to remove his wavs from human fenfe * 

■ i Plac'd 
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Plac’d heav’n from earth fo far, that earthly fight, izo 
If it prefume, might err in things too high. 

And no advantage gain . What if t^e Sun 
Be centre to the world ; and other flars 
(B7 his attradive virtue, and their own. 

Incited; dance about him various rounds.^ 

Tl^eir wandring coufff now high, now low, then hid* 
P.roereflive , retrograde, or Handing ftill, 
in fix thou feeft; and- what if fev’nth to thefc 
The planet Earth ( fo ftedfaft though (he feem) 
Infenfibly three different motions move.^ 130 

Which elfe to feveral fpheres thou mull afcribe. 

Mov’d contrary with thwart obliauities j' 

Or fave the Sun his labor, and mat fwilt 
Nodurnal and diurnal rhomb fiippos’d, 

Invifible elfe above all flars, the wheel 13 J 

Of day and night; which needs not thy belief, 

If earth , indufirious of her felf, fetch day 
Travelling eafl; and with her part averfe 
From the Sun's beam , meet night; her other part^ 
Still luminous by his ray.* What if that light, T40 
(Sent from her through the wide tranfpicuous^air) 
To the terrcflrial moon be af a liar. 

Inlightning her by day , as fhe by night 
This earth, reciprocal? if land be there. 

Fields and inhabitants : her fpots thou feed 145 
As clouds , and' clouds may rain , and rain produce 
Fruits in her foften’d foil , for fome to eat 
Allotted there; and other Suns perhaps. 

With their attendent moons, thou wilt defery, 
Communicating male and female light, 150 

(Which two great fexes anifnate the world) 

W’d in each orb, perhaps,. with fome that live. 
For fuch vaft room in nature nnpofiefs’d 
By living foul, defert and defol,ate. 

Only to thine, yet fcarce to contribute 155 

Each orb a glimpfe of light , convey’d fo far 
Down to tliis habitable, which returns 

M 
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Li^ht back to them , is obvious to difpute. 

But whether thus thel'e things, or whether not; 
Whether the Sun, predominant in heav’n, i6o 
Rife on the earth ; or earth rife on the Sun ; 

He, from the eaft his flaming road begin; 

Or Ihe , from weft her filent courfe advance j 
With inoffenfive pace ( that fpinning lleeps 
On her foft axle, while ihe paces ev’n , • ■ i6j 

And bears thee foft with the fmooth air along) 

Sollicit not thy thoughts Vvith matters hid. 

Leave them to Gob above, him ferve and fear. 

Of other crcarutes, as him pleafcs beft , 

Where-ever plac’d, let him difpofe: joy thou 170 
In wliat he gives to thee, this Paradife 
And thy fair'E v e Heav’n is for thee too high 
To know what pafies there; be lowly wife: 

Think only what concerns thee , and thy being; 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 175 
‘'Tbiy.e, in what ftate, condition or degree; 

Contented that thus far hath been reveal’d , ' 

Not of earth only, but of higheft Heav’n. • • 

To whom thus Adam, clear’d of doubt, rcply’d . 
How- fully haft thou fatisfy’d me, pure 180 

Ifitelligcnc'e of Heav’n, Angel ferene! 

And freed from, intricacies taught to live , 

'I’he cafieft way; nor with perplexing thoughts 
To imerrupr ’the fweet of life, from which 
God hath bid dwell far-off all anxious cares, 185 
And not moleft us, unlefs we our felves 
Seek rhem with wandring thoughts, and notions vain. 
But apt the mind , or fancy , is to rove 
Uncheck’d, and of h^r roving is no end: 

’Till warn’d, or by .experience taught, fhe learn’, 19s 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From nfc, obfeure and fubtile 1 but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life^ 

Is the prime wifdom: what is more, is fume, 

Or; 

\ ^ I 
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Or emptinefs , or fond impertinence; 195 1 

And renders us in things that moft concern 
Unpracfits’d , unprepar’d, and ftill to feek. 

Therefore from thi.s high pitch let us dcfcend 
A lower flight; and fp.eak of things at hand 
Ufeful, whence, happy mention may arife 100 
Of fomething not unleafonablc to ask. 

By fuflf’rance , and thy wonted favor deign’d 
Thee I have heard relating what was done 
E're my remembrance : now , hear me relate 
My (lory , which perhaps thou haft not heard ; ao j 
And day is yet not fpent , ’till then thou feeft 
How fubtly to detain thee I devife. 

Inviting thee to hear while I relate; 

Fond ! were it not in hope of thy reply . 

For while I fit with thee, I feem in Heav’n, 210 
And fweeter thy difeourfe is to my ear < 

Than fruits of Palm-tree ( pleafanteft to thirft. 

And hunger both , from labor) at the hour 
Of fweet repaft; theyfatiate, and foon fill, 

Tho’ plcafant ; ibut thy words with grace divine 215 
Imbu’d, bring to their fweethefs no fatiety. 

> !> 

To whom thus Raphael anfwer’d heav’nly mde'k* 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful , Sire of men I 
Nor tongue ineloqucnt: for G o d on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath alfo pour’d , 210 

Inward and outward both , his image fair, 

Speaking , or mute , all comlinefs and grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each motion, forms: 
Nor lefs think we in Heav’n of thee on earth. 

Than of our fellow-fervant ; and inquire 225 

Gladly into the ways of G o n with Man : ' 

For G o D we fee hath honor'd thee , and fqt 
On Man his equal love . Say therefore on ; 

For I that day was abfent, as befel. 

Bound on a voyage uncouth and obfeure, 230 
Far on excurfion toward the gates of Hell^ 

' M z Squar’d 
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Squar’d in full legion, (fnch cortimand we had) 

To fee that none thence illu’d forth a fpy, 

Or enemy, while God was in his work. 

Left he (incens’d at luch eruption bold) 23$ 

Deftnuflion with creation might have mix’d , 
l^ot that they diirft without his leave attempt; 

But us he fends upon his high behefts 

For (late, as Sov’reign King; and to inure 

Our prompt obedience. Fait we found, fail (hut 240 

The difmal gates'> and barricado’d ftrong 1 

Cut long c’re our approaching heard within 

Noife, other than the found of dance»or fong l 

Torment, and .loud lament, and furious rage: 

Glad we return’d up to the coall pf light 24J 

E’re fabhath-ev’ning : fo we had in charge . • 

But thy relation now! for I attend. 

Pleas’d with thy^ words no lefs than thOu with mine. 

So fpake the God-likfe Pow’r, and thus our fire. 
For Man to tell how human life began * 250 

Is hard ; for who himfelf beginning knew ? 

Defirc with thee fiUl longer to converfc 
Induc’d me. --- As new wak’d from foundeft: fleep, 
Soft on the flow’ry herb I found me laid , 

In balmy fweat; which with his beams the Sun 255 
Soon dry'd, and cm the peaking moifture fed. 
Straight toward heav’n my wondring eyes I turn'd, 
And\ga?.’d a while the ample sky; 'till rais’d 
By quick infiindive motion , up I fprung , • 

As thitherward indeavouring, and upright 26c 
Stood on my feet. About me round 1 faw 
Hill, dale, and (hady woods, and /unny' plains , 
And liquid lapfe of murm’ring ftrc,ams : by thefe , 
Creatures that liv’d, an’d mov’d, and walk’d, or flew. 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things fmil’d ; 265 
With fragrance, and with joy , my heart o’erflow'’d. 
My felt 1 rhen perus’d, and limb by limb 
.Survey’d, and fometimes went, and fometimes ran 
, ■ ■ . With 

/ 
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With fupple joints, as lively vigor led. 

But who I was, orvhere, or from what caufe, 170 
Knew not ; to fpeak 1 , and forthwith fpakc ; 

My tongue obey’d., and readily could name 
Whate’er I faw . Thou Sun , laid I , fair light ! 

And thou inlighteu’d earth , fo frelh and gay ! 

Ye hills and dales, ye rivers, woods and plains! 175 
And ye that live and move, fair creatures ! tell, 

^TcU (if ye faw) how cajne I thus, how h,ere. 

Not of my felf By ib’me great' Maker then. 

In goodncfs and in pow’r prseeminent. 

Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, 280 
From whom I have that thusT move, and live. 

And feel that I am -happier than I know . 

While thus I call’d , and Bray’d I knew not w'hjther. 
From where I full drew air . and firft beheld 
This happy light ; when’ anlwer none return’d, 28^ 
On a green lhady bank profufe of flow’rs 
Penfive I fat me down. There gentle deep 
Fird found me , and with foft oppreffion feis’d 
My droufed fehfc, untroubl’d (though I thought 
I then was palCng to my former date 290 

Infenfible, and forthwith to. diffblve) 

V/hen fuddenly dood at my head a dream,' 

VVhofe inward apparition gently mov’d 
My fancy , to believe I yet had being , 

And liv’d. One came, methought, of lhape divine, 295 
And faid , ,, Thy ma;:^fion wants thee i- jidam , rife 
„ Firft man, of men innumerable ordain’d 
>, Firft father! call'd by thee, I come thy guide 
„ To the garden of blifs, thy feat prepar’d. ,, 

So faying, by the hand he took me rais’d; , 30® 

And over fields and waters, as in air, 
Snjooth-diding without ftep , laft led me up 
A woody mountain ; whofe high top was plain : 

A circuit wide-indos’d , with goodlieft trees 
Planted , with walks , & bow’rs ; that what I faw 305 
Of earth before fcarce pleafant feein’d . Each tree 

M3 Loades^ 
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Loaden^with faircft fruit, that hung to th’ eye 
Temptirik, ftir’d in me fiidden appetite 
To pluclland eat; whereat I wak’d, and found 
' Before mine eyes all reall, as the dream 310 

Had lively fhadow’’d. Here had new begun 
My w’andring', had not he, who was my guide 
Up hither, from among the trees appear’d. 

Prefence Divine! rejoicing, but with awe. 

In. adoration at his feet I fell . 3^5 

! Submifs ; He rear’d me, & „ whom thou fought’ft I am, 
Said mildly, ,, Author of all this thou 1 ‘eelt . 

,, Abov^., or round about thee, or beneath. ' 

,, This P'aradifc 1 give thee , count it thine 
„.To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat: 320 

,, Of every tree that in the garden grows 

Hat freely with glad heart; fear here no^dearth: 

„ But of the tree whofe operation brings* 

3, Knowledge of Good jnd 111 , which I have fet 
,, The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith , 32,^; 

„ Amid the garden by the Tree of Life , 

,, { Remember what I warn thee ! ) Ihun to tade , ' 

,-5 And Ihun the bitter confequcnce; for know , 

„ The day liiou eat’ll thereof, ’my foie command 
Tranfgre!!, inevitably tliQu fnalt dye; 330 

,, From that day movial: and this happy Rate 
,, Shalt lui'e, expell’d from hence into a world 
,, Of woe and forrow . — Sternly he pronounc’d 
*The rigid interdidioii , which refounds 
Yet dreadful in mine car, though in my choice 335; 
Not to incur; but Toon his clear afpedt 
Return’d, and gracious purpofe thus reneav’d. 

,, *Not.onIy thefc fair bounds, but all the earth 
,, To thee and to thy race I give; as Lords 
„ Pofiels it, and all things that therein live, 340 
,, Or live in fea, or air, beaft , filli , and fowl; 

„ In fjgn vvhereof, each bird, and beaft , behold 
,, After their kinds : I bring them to receive 
3, From thee their names , and pay thee fealty 

„With 
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„ With low fubjedion: underftand the fame 34S 
„ Of filh within their watry refidence, 

„ Not hither fummon’d, lince they cannot change 
„ Their element to draw the thinner air.,, 

As thus he fpake , each bird and beaft behold 
Approaching,, two and two; thefe.cow ’ring low 3^0 
With blandilhmcnt; each bird Hoop’d on his wing. 

I nam’d them , as Ehey palVd , and underflood 
Their nature (with fuch knowledge God indu’d • 
My fudden apprehenfion ) but in thefe 
I found not what mc-thought I w’anted Hill;, 355 
And to thpheav’nly Vifion thus prefum’d. 

O by what name (for thou above all thefe. 
Above mankind , or ought than mankind highsr, 
Surpaileft far my naming ) how may 1 
Adore thee, Author of this umverfe, 3 *^® 

And -all this good to man } For whole well-being 
So amply, and v/ith hand fo liberal 
Thou haft provided ail dungs . But with me 
I fee not who partakes ; in folitude 
What happinefs, who can enjoy alone? 365 

Or all enjoying, .what contentment find. 

ft r 

Thus T prefumptuous ; and the Vifion bright. 

As with a fmile more brighten’d , thus reply d . 

What call’d thou folitude ? Is not the edrtli/' 

With various living creatures, and the air . 37 ^> 
Replcnilh’d , and all thefe at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? Know’ft thou not 
Their language and their ways?. They alfd know. 
And reafon not contemptibly: with thefe 
Find pailime , and bear rule? thy realm is laige. 3,5 

So fpake the Univeffad Lord , and feem d 
So ordering : I , with leave of fpeech implor d j. 
And humble deprecation, thus reply’d. 

M 4 
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Let not my words offend thee , heav’nly Pow'r , 
My Maker, be propitious while 1 fpeaki 3^0 

thou not ma4e me here thy fubftitute , 

And thefe inferior far beneath me fet? 

Among unequals what fociety 

Can fprt, what harmony, or true delight? 

winch muft be mutual, in proportion due 385 

Giv’n and receiv’d: but in difparity 

(iiie one intenfe, the other ftill remifs) 

Cannot well fuit with either , but foon prove 

Tedious alike;. Of fellowfhip " fpeak 

Such as I feck, fit to, participate 35CV 

All rational delight; wherein the brute 

Cannot be'human cpnfprt; they rejoyce 

Each with their kind , lion with lionefs ^ 

So fitly them in pairs thou hall combin’d ; 

Much Icfs can bird with bead , or filh with fowl 
So well converfe, nor with the ox the ape:^ 

Worfc then can man with beaft, and lea^fi of all. ' 

Whereto th’ Almighty apfwer’d , not difpleas’d. 

A nice and fubtile happinefs I fee 

Thou to thy felf propofeft , in the choice 4Cp 

Of thy afibciates, Adam; and wik talle 

No pleafurc (thougli in pleafure) fplitary. 

What think’ll thou then of me, andahis my Hate? . 

Seem I to thee fufficiently polfell 

Of happinefs, or not, who am alone • 405 

From all eternity ? for none I know 

Second to me, or like; equal much lefs. 

How have I then with whom to hold converfe. 

Save WMth the creatures which I made, and thofe 
To me inferior, infinite defeents 41.0 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee ? 

He ceas’d , I lowly anfvver’d . To attain 

The height, and depth of thy eternal ways. 

All human thoughts cpmc Ihort, Supreme of things ^ 

' • , . . . . , , . 
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Thou in thy felf art perfect, and in thee 
Is no deficience found . Not fo is Man , 

But in degree ; the caufe of his ^efire , 

By converfation with his like to help. 

Or folace his defeats . No neei that thou 
Should’ft propagate, already Infinite;' 

And through all numbers abfolute, though ONE, 
But Man by number is to manifeft 
His fingle imperfedion; and beget 
Like of his like , Ijis image muTiiply’d: 

In unity defedHve, which •requires 
Collateral love, and deareft amity. 

Thou in thy fecrefy although alone ^ 

Beft with thy felf accompany’d , feek’ft not 
Social communication: yet, fo pleas’d, 

Canft raife thy creature , to what height thou wilt 
Of union or Communion, deify’d: 431 

I by converfing cannot tbefe eredl ‘ 

From prone, nor in their vjays complacence find. 


4 ^ 1 ? 


Thus I imbolden’d fpake , and freedom us’d 
Permiflivel and acceptance found ; \vhich gain’d 43 j 
This anfwer from the gracious Voice Divine. 

1 Thus far to try thee , A p am, I was pleas’d ; 

I And find thee knowing, not of beaits alone, 

1' (Which thou haft rightly nam’d 'I but of ihy felf: ' 
i Exprefling well the fpirit within thee free, 440 
My Image, not imparted to the brute: 
r Whofe fellowlhip therefore unmeet for thee. 

Good reason' was thou freely fhouldft diflike ; 

And be Ib minded ftill . I , e’re thou fpak’ft , 

Knew it not good for man to be alone : . 445 

. And no fuch company as then thou faw’ft 
Intended thee ; for tryal only brought , 

To fee how thou couldft'judge of fit and meet. 
What next I bring lhall plcafe thee , be allur’d 
Thy likenefs , thy fit help , thy other felf, 450 
Tijy wifti', exaftly to thy heart’s defire, 

Ms 
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He ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his heav’nly overpower'd , 

Which it had long ftood under, Itrain’J to th’Ueiglil: 

In that cceleftial colloquy fublime , 455 

(As with an objecH: that excels the fenfe, 

Dazl’d and fpent ) funk down , and fought repair 
Of deep, which inftantly fell on ine , call’d 
By nature as in aid, and clos’d mine eyes. 

Mine eyes he clos’d, but open left the cell 460. 

Of fancv, my internal fight; by which • , 

( Abflradl: as in a tranfe ) methought I faw , 

Though fleeping, where I lay, and faw the ftiape 
Still glorioqs before whom awake I flood: 

Who Hooping open’d my left fide , and took 46 j 

From thence a rib, with cordial fpirits warm. 

And life-blood flrcaming frefli; widewaiS the wound. 

But fuddenly with flelh fill’d up and heal’d . 

The rib he form'd and fafhion’d with his hands: 

Under his forming hands a creature grew 476 - 
Man-like, but di^ercnt fex: fo lovely fair !■ 

That what fecm’d fair in all the w’orld , feem’d now- 
Mean , or in her fumm’d up , in her contain’d. 

And in her looks; which from that time infus’d 
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before: 475 

And 'into all things from her air infpir’d 
The fpirit of love, and amorous delight. 

She difappear’d , and left me dark / I walc’d ^ 

I'd find her, or for ever to deplore 

Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure. ‘ 480 

When out of hope, behold her.'- not far off; 

Such as I faw her in my dream , adorn’d 
With what all earth or heaven could beflow , 

To make her amiable : On Ihe came , 

Led by her bcav’nly Maker (though unfeen) 4S5 
And guided by his voice ; nor uninform’d 
Of nuptial fandlity, and marriage rites: 

Grace was in all her fleps, heav’n in her eye, . ' 

In every geflure dignity and love / 

1 overjoy’d could not forbear aloud, 

This 

I 
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1 This turn hath made. amends; Thou haft fulfill’d 
I Thy. words , Creator bounteous and benign / 

! Giver of all things fair/ but fairell this 
Of all thy gifts, nor envieft. I now fee 
Bone of my bone , flefli of my fle(h , my felf 
Before me': woman is her name, of man 
Extradled :,for thfs caufe he ftiall forgo 
Father 'and mother , and t’his wife adhere; 

And they ftiall be one fiefti , one heart , one foul . 


I She heard me tfius , and tho’ divinely brought, 500 
! Yet- innocence , and virgin modefty. 

Her virtue , and the confcience of her worth , 

That would be woo'd , and not unfought be won , 
i Not obvious, not obtrufive, but retir’d, 

I The more defirable ; or, to fay all, 505 

Nature her felf (though pure ot finful thought) 
Wrought in her fo, that feeing me, ihe turn’d. 

I follow’d her; fhe what was honor knew. 

And with obfequious majefty approv’d , 

, My pleafed reafon. — To the nuptial bow’r 510 
1 led her blufhing like the morn : all heav’ii , 
j And happy conilellations , on that hour 
I Shed their felecftcft influence; the earth 
Gave fign of gratulation , and each hill : 

, joyous the birds ;* frelh gales, and gentle airs . 515^^ 

Whifper’d it to the woods, and from their 'wings 
Lung rofe, flung odors from the fpicy ihrub, 
Difportihg / till the amourous bird of night 
1 Sun» fpoufal, and bid hafte the ev’ning liar 
' On his hill-top, to light the bridal lamp. 5Z0 


Thus I have told thee all my ftate , and brought '• 
My ftoVy to the fum of earthly blifs , 

Which I enjoy; and muft confefs to fiijd 
In all things elfe delight indeed , but fuch 
A> us’d or not, works in the mind no change, 5'ij 
N' r vehement defirc ; thefe delicacies 

- T 
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I mean of tafte, fight, fmelU herbs, fruits, and flow’rs. 
Walks, and the melody of birds: but here 
Far otherwife, tranfported I behold, 

Tranfported touch; here paiTion firft I felt^ 53a 
Commotion ftrange ! in all enjoyments elfe 
Superior, and unmov’d; here only weak, 

Againft the charm of beauty’s powerful glance . 

Or Nature fail'd in me , and left fome part 
Not proof enough fucli, objedl: to fuftain ; 535 

Or from my fide fubduding, took perhaps 
More than enough ; at lead , on her beftovy’d 
Too much of ornament ; ip outward fti^w 
Elaborate, of inward lefs cxadf. 

For well I underlland in the prime end 540 

Of Nature, her th’ inferior ,. in the mind 
And inward faculties , wljich mod excel ; 

In outward alfo her refcmbling lefs 
His im^ge who' made both ; and lefs expreffing 
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The charafter of that dominion giv’n 
O'er other creatures. Yet, when 1 approach. 

Her lovelinefs , fo abfolute die feeras 
And in her felf complete , fo well to know 
Her own ; that what fli,e wills to do or fay > 

Seems wifed, virtuoufed difcreted, bed: 

All higher knowledge in her prefence falls 
Degraded ; wifdom in difcourfe with her 
'Loles dr%3.iin,t’n.anc’d , and like folly Qiews : 

Authority and reafon on her wait. 

As one intended fird , not after made 
Occafionally : and (to. coafiimmate all) 

Greatnefs of mind , and n,oblenefs , their feat 
Build in her lovelied , and create an awe 
About her, as a guard Angelic plac’d. 

To whom the Angel with contratded brow . 560 

Accufe not Nature, die hath done her part; 

Do thou but tbine , and be not diffident 

Of 
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Of wifdom : (he defcrts thee not, if thou 
Difmifs not her , when moft thou need’ft her nigh; 

By attributing over-much to things 565 

Lefs excellent , as thou thy felf p-ercciv’ft . 

For what admir’d thou , what tranfports thee fo? 

An outfide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy*cherilhng, thy honoring, and thy love; 

Not thy fubjedion. Weigh with her thy felf; 570 
Then value: oft-times nothing profits more 
Than felf-efieem , grounded on juft and right, 1 
Well manag’d: of that skill the more thou know’ft , 
The more *ihe will acknowledge thee her Head, 

And to realities yield all her ftiews : 575 

Made fo adorn for thy delight the more; 

So awful, that with honor thou may ’ft love 
Thy mate ; who fees , when thou art feen leaft wife.’ 
But if the fenfe of touch, whereby mankind 
Is propagated , feem fuch dear delight 580 

Beyond ail other; think the fame vouchfard 
To cartel, and each beaft; which would not be 
To them made common, and divulg’d, if ought 
Therein enjoy’d were worthy to fubdue 
The foul of man , or paflion in him move. 585 
What higher in her fociety thou findft 
Attradlive, human, rational, love ftill: 

In loving thou doft well, in pallion not; 

Wherein true love confifts not . Love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges; hath his feat ype 
In reafon , and is judicious ; is the fcale 
By which to heav’nly love thou may’ll afeend ; 

Not funk in carnal pleafurc; for which caufe. 
Among the bcafts no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus, half abafti’d, Adam reply’d. 595 
Neither her out-fidc form’d fo fair , nor ought 
In procreafi^n common to all kinds, 

( Though higher of the genial bed by far. 

And with myfterious reverence I deem) 

So 
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So n'^nc!i delights me, as thofe graceful adls , 

T*io‘c rhoufand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words, and aftions, mix’d with lovej 
Anc t'veet compliance-, which declare unfeign’d 
U.'iion of mind, or in us both one foul; , 
Hirn’ony to behold m wedded pair, 

grateful than harmonious found to th’ear. 

Yet tl.efe fi/bjedf not : I to thee difclofe 
Wita' inward thence I feel ; not .therefore foil'd ; 
Wlio meet with various objedls * from the fenfe 
Variouiiy rerrefentmg; yet Hill free, 6io 

Approve the beft, and follow what I approver 
To love thou blam’ft me not; for love thou fay ’ft 
Leads up to Heav’n; is both the way and guide 
Bear with me then, if lawful what I ask: 

Love not the heav’nly fpirits? And how their love 
Exprefs they ? By looks only ? Or do they mix '6i6 
Irradiance, virtual or .immediate touch? X 


To v;fliom the Angel, (with a fmile that glow’d - 
Coeleftial roif-red , love’s proper hue) 

Anfwer’d . it fufficc thee that thou know’ft 6zp 
Vs happy, and without love no happinefs. 

Whatever pure thou in thy body enjoy’ftj * . ^ 

(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy ^ 

In eminence: and obftacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, exclufive bars ; » Cz^ . 
Eafier than air with air, if fpitits embrace. 

Total they mix; union of pure with pure 
Defiring : nor redrain’d conveyance need, 

As fielh to mix with flelh , or foul with foul , ' 

But 1 can now no more: the parting Sun -<>30/' 
Beyond the earth’s green cape , and verdant Jfles , 
Hespeuean fets , my fignai to depart . 

Be ftrong, live happy, and love! But, firjt of all','' ^ , 
HIM, whom to love is to obey, aind keep 
His great corrOTand; take heed left paffion fw'ay 63^ 
,Thy judgment to do ought, which die free will 

V/ould*' 


Digitized 


■ 1 

d by Google 


I 


A 


I 


The ARGUMENT. 

tan having comt>afl the earth , with meditated guile re^ 
turns as a tnifi by night into Paradife , and enters into 
the ferpent fleeping . Adam and Eve in the morning 
^0, forth to their labors ^ which Eve propofes to divide 
in feveral places i each laboring apart : Adam confents 
■hot , alleging the danger left that enemy t of whom they 
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wtrt forewarn'd , JJ!>ould attempt her found alone : 
Eve, Joth to be thought not circumfpeH or firm enough) 
urges her going apart , the rather defirous to make tryal 
tf 'her flrengthi Adam at laft yields: the ferpent finds 
her alone ; his fubtile approach firft gaining , then 
f peaking , with much fldttery Extolling EVe above all 
other Creatures. Eve , wond'ring to hear the ferpent 
fpeak , asks how he attain d to human fpeech, and fuch 
ftnderfianding not 'till now ; the ferpent anfwers , that 
by tafiing of a certain tree in the garden he attain i 
both to fpeech and reafon , 'till then void of both : Eve 
requires him to bring her to that tree , and finds it to 
he the Tree of Knowledge forbidden : the ferpent , 

.grown bolder y with many wiles and arguments in- 
duces her at length to eat ; fhe , pleas'd with the taflcy 
deliberates a-vihile whether to impart thereof to Adam, 
or not : at lafl brings him of the fruit , relates what 
perfuaded her to eat thereof: Adam at firji amaz'd, 
but perceiving her loft , refolves ( through vehemence 
of love) to perijh with her, ^ extenuating the trefpafs 
eats alfo of the fruit: the efiefis thereof in them both: . 
they feek to cover iheir^ nakednefs: then fall to variance^ 
and accufation of one another. 
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O more of talk where G o » , or Angel- 
gueft. 

With Man , as With his friend , familiar 
us’d 

To fit indulgent, and with him partake 
Rural repaft; permitting him the while 
Venial diicourfe un-blam’d. I now muft change ^ 
Thofe notes to tragic/ Foul chftruft, and breach -• 
Disloyal on the part of man, revolt, 

And difobedience : on the part of Heav’li . 

(Now alienated/) diftance, and dihafte. 

Anger, and juft rebuke, and judgemcnt-giv’n , lo 
That brought into this world a world of woe; 

Sin, and n^er>ftiadow Death, and mifery 
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Death’s harbinger. Sad taski yet argument 

Not Icfs, but more heroic than the wrath 

Of ilern Achilles on his foe perfu’d i 

Thrice fugitive about Troy wall ; or rage 

Of T o R N u s for L A V IN I A dis-efpous’a. : 

Or N E p T u N E ’s ire , or J u n o ’s , that fo long 

Perf^cx’d the Greek, and Cy there a’s fon: 

If anfwerable ftyle 1 can obtain to 

Of my coelellial patronefs, who deigns > 

Her nightly vilitation unimplor’d, 

And didates to me llumbring; or infpires < 

Eafie my unpremeditated verfe: ^ 

Since firft this fubjed for Heroic fong aj I 

PleasM me, long chufing , and beginning late 5 
Not fedulous by nature to indite , ^ 

Wars , hitherto th^e only argument j 

Heroic deemed j chief maft’ry to difled 

With long and tedious havock fabled Knights 30 

In battels feign’d: (the better fortitude 

Of patience , and Heroic Martyrdom , 

tJnfung) or to deferibe Races, and Games> 

' Ot tilting furniture , emblazon’d (hields , 
imprefles quaint, caparifonS, and deeds t ' ‘ 35 

Bafes, and tinfel trappings » gorgeous Knights 
At jouft, and. tornament; then marlhal’d feaft> 

‘ Serv’d up in hall with fewers , and fenclhals : 

The skil of artifice , or office , mean ! 

Not that which juftly gives Heroic name 40 

To perfon, or to poem. Me (of thefe 
Nor skill’d, nor ftudious) higher argument 
Remains; fufficieiit of itfelf to raife 
That name, unlefs an age too late, or cold ^ 
Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 45 
Depreft: and much they may, if all be mine, 

•Not hers, who brings it nightly to niy ear. 

The Sun was funk , and after him the flar 
Of Hesperus, whofc office is to bring 

NT wilight 
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Twilight updrf tK6 wnh ( fhort arbiter 50 

'Twixt day and night) and now, from end to cnd> 
Night’s hemifphtre had veil'd th' horizon round ; 
When S X t A k whd late fled before the threats 
Of GABRifit out of EdB^i, nowjmprov’d 
In meditated fraud , afld malice , bent 
On' man’s deftrudion ..maugre what might hap 
Gf heavier on himfelf* fearlefs return 'a. 

By night he fled * at midnight return’d . 

From compalfing the earth; cautious of day. 

Since U R f £ L , regent of the Sun , defety’d 60 
His entrance, and forewarn’d the Cherubim, 

That kept their Wat^h: thence full of anguifh driy'n, 
The fpace of fev’n continu’d nights he rode 
With darknefs ; dirice the cquinodial Line 
He circled; four times crofs’d the car, of Night 6 $ 
From Pole to Pole, traverfing each Colure; 

On th* eighth return’d , and on the coaft averfe • 
From entrance, or Cherubic watch, by ftealth 
Found unfufpeded way. There was a place, 69 
Now not' (tho’ fin, not time,.firft wrought the change) 
Where Tigris, at the foot of Paradife , 

Into a gulph fliot under-ground , ’till part 
Rofe up a fountain by the Tree of Life • 

In with the river funK , and with it rofc 
Satan, involv’d in riling mift ; then fought ’ 7$ 
Where to lie hid: fea he had fcarch’d, and land. 
From Eden over P o n t u s , and the pool 
M it OTIS,. up beyond the river Ob: 

Downward as far antartic: and in length. 

Weft from Orontes, to the ocean barr’d 80 
At Darien: thence , to the land where flow^ 
Ganges, and Indus. Thus the orb he rqam’d 
With narrow fearch ; and with infpeeftion deep * - 
Confid'cr’d every creature, which of all 
Moft* opportune might ferve his wiles; and found 85 
The ferpent fubtleft bcaft of alLthe field, . 

Him after long debate (irrefctlute 
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Of thoughts revol’d) his final fentcnce choft 
Fit vefifel, fitteft imp of fraud, in whon»‘ 

To enter, and his dark fuggeftions hide : 

From lharpeft fight : for in the wily fnakd 
Whatever Heights, none would fufpicious matk. 
As from his wit and native fubtiliy ' ' 

Proceeding ; which in otheir hearts obferv'd 
Doubt might beget of diabolic pow’r, 

Adhve wimin , beyond the fenfe ^of brute. 

Thus he refolv’d, but firft from inward grie^ 
his burfling paflion into plaints thus pour'd : ' 
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0 Earth , how like ro Heaven ! if not prefer’d 
More juftly ,. feat worthier of Gods, as built < ; • ioO 
Withfecond thoughts, reforming.what was old 1 
For what God after better , ^worfe would build? 
Terrefirial heav'n , danc’d round by other heav'ns • 
That fliine , yCt bear their bright officious lamps. 
Light above light, for thee alone, as Teems* loj 
In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of facred influence* As'Gop in Heaven 
IS centre, yet extends to all; To thou 
Centring, receiv'd from all thofc orbs: in thee. 

Not in them felves, all their known virtue appears lio 
Produftive in herb , plant , and nobler birth ' 

Of creatures animate with gradual difc. 

Of growth , fenfe, reafon , all fumm'd up in Man I 
With what delight could I have walk’d thee round.. 
If I cohId joy in ought: fweet interchange riy 
Of hill, and valley ,. rivers, woods, and plains! ’ 
land , now fea , and fhores with foreft crown’d, 
Rocks, dens', and caves! But I in none of rhefc 
, Find place or refnge: and the more I fee 
..Plea fiircs about me, fo much more I feel lio 
Torment within me* as from the hateful fiege 
Of contraries: all good to me becomes 
Bane; and in Heav’ji much worfe would be my ftate, 
dyt neither here feek I, no nor in Heav’n 

N z To 
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To dweU, unlefs by maft'ring Heav'n’s Supreme: l^s 
Nor hope to be my felf lefs miferablc 
By what I- feek , but others to* make fuch 
As I, though thereby worfe to me redound. 

For. only in deftroying I find cafe 

To my relentlefi thoughts; and him deftroy’d* 130 

Or won to what may work his utter lofs > 

For whom all this was made; all this will foon 
Follow; as to him link’d in weal or woe: 

In woe then i that deftruAion wide may range. 

To me lhall be the glory foie among ^ 135 

Th’ infernal Pow’rs, in one day to have marr’d 
What- he Mmighty ftyl'd, fix nights and days 
Continu’d making ; and who knows how long 
Before had been contriving ? though perhaps 
Not longer than fince I , in one night , freed 140 
From fervitude inglorious well nigh h'Mf 
Th’ Angelic name, and thinner left the throng 
Of his adorers. He, to be aveng’d. 

And to repair his numbers thus impair’d; 

Whether fuch virtue fpent of old now fail’d 145 
More Angels to create ( if they at leaft 
Are his created) or, to fpitc us more, 

Determin’d to advance into our room 
A creature form’d of earth , and him endow , 
(Exalted from fo balb original/) T50 

With heav’nly fpoils ; ourfpoils. What he ’decreed , 
He efFefted ; Man he made , and for him built 
Magnificent this world , and earth his feat. 

Him Lord pronounc’d; and, O indignity! 
Subjected to his fervice Angel- wings, 15'S 

Arid flaming minifters, to watch and tend 
Their earthy charge. Of thefe the vigilance 
1 dread , and to dude , thus wrap’d in mill 
Of midnight vapor glide obfeure , and pry 
In every bulh, and brake, where hap may find i( 5 o 
. The ferpent fleeping ; in whofe mazy , folds 
To hide me, and the dark intent I tog. 
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O foul defcent/^ that I, who erft contended 
With Gods to fit the higheft , am now conftrain*d 
Into a beaft; and mix’d with beftial (lime, xtJy 
This efience to incarnate and imbrute* 

That to the height of Deity afpir’d ! 

• But what will not ambition , and revenge ^ 

9 Defcend to ? who afpires , muft down as low • 

Aa high hefoar’d; obnoxious, firftorlaft, 170? 

To bafeft things. Revenge, at firft though fweet. 

Bitter c’re long back on it felC recoiles : 

Let it-; I reck not , fo it light well aim’d I 
Since higher 1 fall (hort, on him who next 
Provokes my envy (this new favorite .175 

Of Heav’n , this man of clay , fon of defpite , ( 

Whom , us the more to fpite, his maker rais’d 
From dull) fpite then with fpite is heft repaid. 

So faying, through each thicket, dank or dry, 

Like a black mill low creeping, he’ held on iSa' 

His mid night-fear ch , where fooneft he might find 
The ferpent; him fall-fleeping foon he found. 

In labyrinth of many a.round felfrrowl’d; 

His head the midft , well-ltor’d with fubtil wiles ; 

Not yet in horrid (hade, or difmal den, i8j 
Nor nocent yet; but, on the grafly herh* 

Fearlefs un-fear’d he llept. In at his mouth 
The Devil enter’d ; and his brutal fenfe , 

( In heart or head ) polTeffing , foon infpir’d 
"IVith adl intelligential ; but nis fleep 19a 

Difturh’d not, waiting clofe th’ approach of morn,- 

Now when as facred light began to dawn 
Ia Eden on the humid flow’rs , that breath’d 
Their momii;g incenfe, when aU things that breathe* 
From th’ earth’s great altar fend up filent praifp 195 
To the Creator, and bis noftrils fill 
With grateful fmell , forth came the human pair. 

And join’d their vocal worlhip to the cheir 

N3 Of 
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Of creatures voice : that done , partalce 

The fcufon, prime for fweeteft feems and arrs : aon 
Then commune , ho^v that da^ they heft ma^ ply 
Their growing (for ttmdi their woiit oirt-grcvlf' 
The hands difpart^ of two , gatd’nihg fo wide ) 

And Eye husband thus began . 

i 

A’n A M , tyell tnay we labor ftill to dreife aoj 
This garden., iHH to tend plant , herb and fiow’r. 
Our pleaftmt tasi; injoin’d; but ’ttU more hands 
Aid us, the work nnder our labor grows 
Luxurious by rettraint: what we by day 
Lop overgrown , or prune , or prop , or bind , xici 
One night or two with wanton growth derides , 
Tending to wild . Thou ^therefore now adriTe , 

Or hear what to tny rtiind ftrft thoughts prefentt 
Let divide our labors : thou , where choice 
Lcads thee , or where moft needs , whether to wind 
The woodbine round this arbor,’ or dired n^‘ 
The clafping ivy, where tp cliijib : while d , 

In. yonder Ipring df rpjes, ihrermix'd 
“With myrtle, hnd'what to redrfefs till noon. 

For while fo near each 'each otiier dius all day aif. 
Our task we chufe , Wliat wonder if fa near 
Looks intervene, and fmiles, or obje<^ new 
Cafual difeourfe draw on ; \vhich intermits 
Our day’s- Work, brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th’ hour of fupper comes un-carn’d. 

To whom iBiid anfwer A'd am thus return’d. 

Sole Eye, aflTociatc foie, to me beyond 
Compare, above allTiving creatures deari 
Well haft thou motion’d, well thy thoughts employ’d^ 
How wc might b'^ft fulfil the wodc , which here 230 
God hath affign’d us; nor of me ftiak ' pafs 
Vnprais’d : ( for .nothing lovelier can -be found ' 
In woman, than to ftudy houfehold good, 

Ah.d good Works in her husband to promote .) 
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Yet not fo firidly hath our Lord impos-d 
Labor, as to debar us when wfl need 
Rcfrelhment, whether food, or talk between, 

( Food of the mind ) or thi' fwcet intercourfc 
Of looks and fmiles, for hnitcs from.re^on ik>V, . 
To brute ueny’d , and are of love the food ; • 24Q 

Love , not the loweft end of human Ijfc. . • * 
For not to irkfome toil, but to' deli;,ht 
He made us, and delight to reafon join'd. 

The paths, & bo w’rs, doubt not but our joint- hands 
Will keep from wildernefs with eafe , a; wide 245 
As we need walk; till younger hands c’rc long 
us. But, if much con verfe perhaps 
Thee fatiate , to (hort abfence I could yield: 

(For fojitude fometimes is bett fociety. 

And fhort retirement urges fweet return.) 

But, other doubt poirdfes me; left harm 
Befall thee fever'd from me : for thou know’ft • 

What hath been warn’d us, what malicious foe* 
Envying our happinefs , and of his own 
Defpairing, feeks to work us woe and fhame 
By fly aflaulr ; and fomewhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His wilh, and belt advantage, us.afunder; 

Hopelefs to circumvent us joiird, where each 
To other fpeedy aid might lend at nesd: i6q. 

Whether his firlt defign to withdraw 
Our fealty from G o d ; or to difturb 
Conjugal love; than which perhaps no blifs 
Enjoy’d by .us exdtes his envy more ; 

Or this, or worfe, leave not the faithful fide 
That gave thee being, ftill (hades thee and proteds. 
The wife, where danger , or dishonor lurks, 

Safeft and feemlieft by her husband ,ftays , 

Who guards her , or with ,hcr riie wotft inures . > 

To whom the vir^n-majefty of Ev3, 27<s 
As one who loves,- a^ fomc.uijyndoefs TOCC^ 

With fweet auftcre jcdtupofure thus rcply’d. 
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Off-fpring^ef heav’n and earth ,& all earth’s. Lord! 
That fuch an enemy we have, who feeks 
Our ruin, both by thee inform’d I learn, 275 
And from the parting Angel over-heard , 

As in a ihady nook I flood behind , 

Juft then return’d at ftiut of ev’ning flow’rs. 

But that thou ihouldlt my firmncfs therefore doubt 
To God or tbee, bccaufe we have a foe 2.80, 
May tempt it, I expeded not to hear. 

His violence thou fear’fl not, being fuch 
As we (not 'capable of death, t>r pain) 

Can either not receive, or can repel. 

His fraud is then thy fear; which plain infers 185- 
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith, and love. 

Can by his fraud be lhaken or feduc’d; 

Thoughts, which how found they harbor in thy breaft. 
Ad AM,'Tnis-thought of her to thee fo dear? 

To whom with healing words Adam reply’d. lyo 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal EveJ 
For fuch thou art, front fin and blame entire; 

Not .diifident of thee do I diiTuade 

Thy abfcnce from my fight , but to avoid 

Tu attempt it felf, itirended by our foe; 195 

For he who tempts , though in vain , at lead afperles 

The tempted with dishonor foul; iuppos’d 

Not incorruptible of faith, hot proof 

Againft temptation. Thou thy felf with fcorn, 

And anger, would’fl refent the offer'd wrong, 3o<^ 
Though ineffectual found: misdeem not then, 

Jf fuch affront I labor to avert 

From thee alone, which on us both at once 

The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare; 

Or daring, firft on me th’affault fhall light. 305 
Nor thou his malice and falfe guile contemn: 

Subtile he needs muft be , who could feduce 
Angels: nor think fuperfluous other’s aid. 

J, from the influence of thy looks, receive 

Acccfs 
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Accefs in every Virtue; in thy fight ■ 310 

More wife, more watchful, ftrongcr, (if need were 
Of outward ftrength) while Ihamc, thou. looking on, 
Shjme to be overcome, or over-reach’d. 

Would utmoft vigor raife, and rais’d unite. 

Why ftiouldft uo^ thou like fenfe within thee feel 315 
When I am prefent , and the tryal chufe 
With me, heft witnefs of thy virtue iry’d? 

So fpakc domeOic Adam in his care , 

I And matrimonial love ; but Eve, who thought 
Lefs attributed to her faith fincere, 3 Zq 

Thus her reply with accent fweet renew’d , 

If this be our condition , thus to dwell 
' In narrow circuit (Iraiten’d by a foe, ... 

’ Subtile or violent, we not indu'd 

Single with like defence, where-ever met; 315 
How are we happy, fiill in fear of harm ? 

■ But harm precedes not fin ; only our foe 
Tempting, affronts us with his foul efteem 
Of our integrity : his foul efieem ^ 

Sticks no dishonor on ouf front, but turns 33Q1 
Foul on himfelf: then wherefore ihunn’d or fear’d 
By us.^ who rather double honor gain 
From his furmife prov’d falfe , find peace within , 
Favor from Heav’n, our witnefs, from th’ event. 
And what is faith, love, virtue unalfay’d 335 
Alone, without exterior help fuftain’d.^ 

Let us not then fufpeft our happy Hate 
Left fo imperfedt by the Maker wife, 

As not fecure to fingle, or combin’d: 

Frail is our happinefs, if this he fo, 340 

And Eden' were no Epeh thus expos’d. 

To whom thus Adam fervently rcply’d. 

O woman! heft are all things as the will 
Qf G 0 D ordain’d them ; His creating hand 

M 5 Nothings 
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Nothing impcrfeft or deficient left, 34^ 

Of all mat he created ; much left man , 

Or ought that might his faafpy ftate feente ; . 

Secure from outward force; within himfdf 
The danger lyes, yet lyes within his pow’-r. 

Againft his will he can receive no harm ; 

But Gop left free the will ; for what obeys 
Reafon, is free ; and reafon he made right; 

But bid her well beware, and flill eredl; 

Left by foftie fair appearing good furpri^’d. 

She didhte falfe, and mifinforra the will 
To do what God exprefiy hath forbid. 

Not then miftruft, but tender love injohts. 

That 1 fhould mind thee oft, and mind thou me. 
Firm we fublift , yet poflible to fwerve , 

Since reafon not im poflible may meet 360 

Some fpecious obje<ft, by the foe fuborn’d ; 

And fall into deception unaware , 

Not keeping ftridfeft watch , as ihc was warn’d , 

Seek not temptation then , which to avoid. 

Were better { ^nd fnoft likely , if from me 365. ' 
Thou fever not ; tryall will come uufou'ght . 

Wouldft thou approve thy conftancy? approve 
Firft thy obedience; th’ other who can know. 

Not feeing thee attempted ? who atteft 
But if thou think , tryal unfought may find 370 
tJs both.fecurer, than thus warp’d thou feem’ft --t' 
Go.l for thy fray, not free, abfems thee more; 

Go in thy native innocence! rely 
On what thou haft of virtue; fumrron aH : 

For Gon low'rds thee hath done his part, do thine. 

So fpake the patriarch ol mankind ; but E v 376 
Ferfifted ,• -yet fubmifs , ‘though laft , reply ’d . 

• With -thy permiffion then ,-and thus forewarn’d. 
Chiefly by what thy own la!b reafon ing Words 
Touch’d only ; that our tryal, when leafl fought , 380 

May 
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May find us both perhaps for lefs prepar’d , 

The willinger 1 go : nor much exped , • 

A foe fo proud will firft the weakw feek ; 

So bent , the more ftiall fhame him his repulfe. 

Thus faying, from her husband’s hand her hand 385 
Soft (he withdrew ; and like 'a Wood-Nymph light 
b«£ai>, or DrRVAo, or of Delia’s train. 
Betook her to the groves: but Delia’s felf 
In gait furpals’d , and Goddefs-like deport'^ 

Thotfgh not; as (he, with bow and quiver arm’d,; 393. 
But with fuch gard’ning-tools as art, yet rude, ' 
Guiltlefs«f 'fire had form’d, 'or Angels brought. 

To Pal-es. , or Pomona thus adorn'd, 

Likelieft (he ieem’d, (Poimon a, when (he fled 
Vertumnus) or to Ceres in her prime, 39^ 
Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove. 

Her long with ardent look his eye perl'u’d 
Delighted, but defiring .more her flay: 

Oft he to her his charge of quick return 

Repeated ; foe to him as oft engag’d 400 

To:bc return’d by noon amid the bow’r; 

And all things in heft order, to invite 
Noontide repaft , or afternoon’s repofe. 

0 much decciv’-d, much failing, (haplefs Eve/) 

Of thy prefum’d return! event pervcife! '40J 
Thou never fronfi that hour in Paradtfe 
Foundft either fweet repaft , or found repofe ! 

Such amhulh, laid among fweet ftow’rs, 8c foadcs. 

Waited with hellilh rancor imminent 

To intercept tby way, or fend thee back • 410. 

befpoil’d of innocence, of faith » of bid's / i 

For now, and fince firft break of dawn, the Fknd, 
(MereTerpent in appearance) forth w'as come. 

And on his queft , where likdieft he might find 
The only two of mankind ; but in them 415 

The whde included race , his purpos’d prey . 
fo bovv’r , and field he fought , -where’ any tuft 
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Of grov« , or garden-plot more pleafant lay . 

Their tendance, or plantation for delight. 

By fountain , or by (hady rivulet . 4to 

He fought them both, but wiih'd his hap might find 
Eve feparate; he wiih’d , but not with hope 
Of what fo feldom chanc'd ; when to his wilh • 
Beyond his hope, Eve feparate he fpies, 

Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where Ihe flood, 4iy 
Half-fpv'd, fo thick the rofes bulbing round 
About her glow’d ; half-ftooping to nipport 
Each flow'r of flcnder Italk , whofe head though gay 
Carnation, purple, azure, or fpeck’d with gold. 
Hung drooping unfullain’d; them Ihe upllays 4^0 
Gently with mynle-band; mindlefs the while 
Her felf, though faireft, unfupported flow’r. 

From her bed prop lb far , and ftorm fo nigh f 
Nearer he drew, and many a walk travers’d 
Of ftateliell covert ,- cedar , pine, or palm; 435 
Then voluble and bold ; now hid , now fcen , 
Among thick-woven arborets and flow'rs 
Imborder’d on each bank , the hand of E v e : 

(Spot more delicious' than thofe gardens feign’d 
Or of reviv’d A d o k i s : or renovvn’d 44O 

Alcinous, holl of old L a e r t e s’ Son ; 

Or that, not myllic , when the Sapient King 
Held dalliance with his fair iT . gyptian fpoufe . ) 
Much he the place admir’d , the perfon more; 

As one who long in populous city pent, 445 

Where houfes thick, and fewers, annoy the air, 
Forth ifluing on a fummcr’s morn, to breathe 
Among the pleafant villages , and farms 
Adjoyn’d, from each thing met conceives delight; 
The fmell of grain , or tedded grafs, or kinc, 45a 
Or dairy, each rural fight, each rural found; 

If chance, with Nymph-like Hep, fair virgin pafs. 
What pleafing feem’d , for her now pleafes more i 
She moll , and in her look fums all delight ; 

§vch plcafure took the f?rpept to behold 459 

This 
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This flow’ry plat, the fw'cct recefs of Evp 
Thus early , thus alone : her heav’niy ^rm 
Angelic, (but more foft, and femininb) 

Her graceful innocence, her every air 
Of gelhire, or leaft adion, overaw’d 460 

His malice, and, with rapine fwcet, bereav'd 
His fiercenefs of the fierce intent it brought . 

That fpace the Evil One abftraded Hood 
From his. own evil, and for the time remain’d. 
Stupidly good; of enmity .difarm’d, 4<5j 

Of guile , of hate , of envy , of revenge : 

But the hot hell that always in him burns , 

Though in raid heav’n , foon ended his delight; 

And tortures him now more, the more he fees * 
Of pleafure not for him ordain’d : then foon 470 
Fierce hate he recollcds , and all his thoughts 
Of mifehief, gratulating, thus excites. 4 

Thoughts, whither have ye led me ! with whatfweet 
Compullion thus tranfported , to forget 
What hither brought us! hate, not love, nor hope 
Of Faradife for Hell, hope here to talle 47<S 
Of pleafure, but all pleafure to deftioy, 

Sav« what is in dcitroying; other joy 
To me is loft. Then let me not let pafs 
Occafion which now fmiles ; behold alone 489 
The woman , opportune to all attempts ! 

Her husband for I view far round) not nigh , 
Whofe. higher intelledual more 1 Ihun, 

And ftrength , of courage haughty , and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terreiirial mold, 485 

Foe not informidable ! exempt from wound; 

.1 not: (fo much hath Hell debas'd, and pain 
Infccbled me , to what I was in Heav’n I ) 

She fair, divinely fair! iit love for Gods; 

Not terrible: though terror be in love, ^90 

And beauty, not approach’d by ftronger hate; 

Hate, ftronger under ftiew of love well feign’d; 

The way which to her ruin now 1 tend. 

I 
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So fpakc the enepy of mankind , inclos’d 
In ferpent , ijmate bad ! and toward Eve 49 j 

Addrefs’d his way : not with indented wave ^ 

Prone on the ground, as fince; but on his rear, 
tircular bafe of rifing foulds, that tow’rd 
Fould above fouldj a forging mate! His head 
Crcfted aloft, and carbuncle his eyes; jcd 

With burnifh’d neck of verdant gold , erc(ft 
Amrdft his circling fpircs, that on the grafs 
Floated redundant: pleafing was his fhape, 

And lovely / Never fince of ferpent-kind 
Lovelier; not thofe that ih Illyria chang’d 505 
H E R Mio N E , and Cad m u’s; or the God 
In Epidaurus: not, to which transform’d 
Am MON I AN Jove, orCAPiroLiNE was feenj 
He, wirh Olympias; this, with her who bore 
Sc I PI o the height of Ro M E . With tradl oblique 
At firft , (as one Who fought accefs, but fear’d 51! 
To interrupt) fide-long he works his way: - 
As when a Ihip , by skilfull ftcers-man wrought 
Nigh river’s mouth, or fore-land, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft fo ftcers, and ihifts her fail: 515 

So vary’d he , and of his tortuous train 
Curl’d many a wanton wreath, in fight of Eve, 

To lure her eye: ihe bufied-, heard the found 
Of rufling le«/ves, but minded not, as us’d 
To fuch difport before her through the Field, 5iO 
From every beaft; more duteous at her call. 

Than at Circean call the herd difguis’d. 

He bolder now, uncall’d before her Itbodi 
But as in ga^c admiring: oft he -bow’d ^ 

His turret creft, and fleek-enamcl’d neck, 515 
Fawning, and lick’d the ground whereon Ihe trod. 
His gentle dumb expreflion turn’d at length 
The eye of E v e , to mark his play ; he glad 
Of her attention gain’d ( with ferpent-tongue 
Organic, or impulfe ofwocal air) * 53# 

His fraudulent temptation thus began. • 

Wonder 
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Wonder fov’reign Miftreftl if perhap» 

Thou canft , wha art fcile wonder ; arm 

Thy looks, the heav’n of rtildnefs, with diidatn, 
Dilpleas’d that I approach thee thua^ and gaxc j 
Infatiate ; 1 thus fingle , nor have fwr'd 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus rttir'd. 

Faireft rcfcmblancc of thjr Maker fair ? 

Thee all things living daie on , all things thine 
By gift, arid ihy ctJelcftial beauty adore, 5,^ 

With ravifhment beheld! there beft beheld • 

Where univerfally admir’d : but here 
In this inclofurc wild, thefe beads among, 

(Beholders rude, and ihallovr to difeeru 
Half what in thee is fair) one man except, ^45 
Who fees thee , & what is one I who fhouldft be fcca 
A Goddefs among Gods, ador’d and ferv’d 
By Angels numbcrlcfs, thy daily train. 

So gloz’d the tempter, and his proem tun’d: 

Into the heart of EvB his words made way, 550 
Though at the voice much marvelling: at length. 
Not un-ama2’d, (he thus in anfwcr fpake. 

A 

What may this mean ? Language of man pronounc’d 
By tongue of brute, and human fenfc expreft? 

The firft, at lead , of thefe 1 thought deny’d 555 
To beads; whom Gob, on -their creation-day. 
Created mute to all articulate found: ' 

Tlic latter I demur; for in their looks 
Much reafon , and in their aidions , oft appears . 
Thec', ferpent, fubtil’d bead of all the field 560 
I knew, but not with human voice indu’d. 

Redouble then this miracle, and fay, 

How earn’d thou fpeakable of mute; and how 
To me fo friendly grown above the reft 
Of brutal kind , that daily are in fight ? 56^ 

Say / fbrTuch wonder claims attention due, ' 

To 
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To whom the guileful tempter thus reply’d : . 
Emprefs of thU fair world-, refplendent Eve/ 

Eafy to me it is to tell ihe'c all [obey’d* 

What thou command’d ; & right, thou (houldft be 
I was at firft as other beads that graze 57I 

The trodden herb, of abjedl thoughts and low, 

As was my food ; nor ought but food difeern’d, . 
Or fexj and apprehended nothing high. 

Till on a day roving the field, I chanc’d 575 
A goodly, tree far didant to behold, 

Loaden with fruit of'faifed colors mix’d , 

Ruddy and gold: 1 nearer drew to- gaze; 

When from the boughs a favoury odor blown , 
Grateful to appetite/ more pleas’d rriy fenfc "580 
Than’fmell of fweeted fenel, or the teats 
Of ewe or goat, dropping with milk at cv’n, 
Unfuck’d of lamb , or kid , that tend their play* 

To fatisfy the (harp dcfire I had 

Of tailing thofe fair apples, I' refolv’d 585 

Not to defer: hunger and third at once, 

Pow’rful perfuaders 1 quicken'd at the feent 
Of that alluring fruit, urg’d me fo keen. 

About the mofly trunk I wound me foon; 

(For, high from groundjthe branches would require 
Thy utmod reach, or Ad am’s) round the tree 591 
All other beads that faw, with like defire 
Longing'and envying dood, but could not reach. 
Amid the tree noW got, where plenty hung 
Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and cat my fill 595 
1 fpar’d not; for fuch pleafure till that hour 
At feed, or fountain, never had I found. 

Sated at length, e’re long I might perceive 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
Of reafon in my inward pow’rs; and fpecch 600 
Wanted not long; though to this drape retain’d. 
Thenceforth to fpeculations high, or deep, 

I turn’d my thoughts; and with capacious mind 
Confider’d all things vifiblc in hcav’n, 
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Or earth , or middle; all things fair and good: ( 5 c 4 
But -all that fair and good , in thy divine ^ 

Semblance, and in thy beauty’s heav’nly ray* 

United I beheld : no fair to .thine ^ 

Equivalent , or fecond ! which compell’d 
Me thus, though importuhe perhaps, to come 
And gaze , and worfbip thee , of right declar’d 
Sov’reign of creatures', univerfal dame/ 

' 'S 

So talk’d the fpirited fly fnake : and. E v e ; 

' Yet more amaz’d, unwary thus reply ’d. ‘ 


Serpent/ thy over-praifing leaves in doubt 6 it 
The virtue of that fruit , in thee firft prov’d. 

But fay , wheije grows the tree, from hence how far? 
For many are the trees of G o d that grow 
In Paradife , and various. yet unknown 
To us , in fuch abundance lyes our choice , CtC 
As leaves a greater ftore of fruit untoufeh’d: 

Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
Grow up to their provifion; and more hands 
Help to disburden nature of her birth. 




To whom the wily adder , .blithe and glad ; 6 ii 
fimprefs/ the way is ready, and not long; 

Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat, 

Faft by a fountain , one fmall thiqkeft paft 
Of blowing myrrh, aiid balm ; if thou accept 
My condudt, I can bring thee thither foon. , 630 

Lead then, faid. Eve. He, leading^ fwiftly rowl’d 
In tangles, and made intricate feem Itraight- 
To mifehief fwift: hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his creft; as when a wandring nfe, 

1 Compaft of unduous vapor, which the night 63c 
Gondenfes , and the cold invirons round. 

Kindled through agitation to aflame, 
t^thiph ©ft, they fay, feme evil fpirir attends) 

O Hovering, 
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i Hovering, Sind blazing with delufive light, 

I Mifleads th‘ amaz’d night-wanderer from his way 640 
I Through bpgSj and mires, and oft thro’ pond or pool* 
There fwalloAv’d up and loft * from fuccour far ; 
j So glifter’d the dire fnake, and into fraud 
I Led Eve, our credulous mother , to the tree 

Of prohibition* root of all our woes <545- 

j- Which when fhe faw , thus to her guide fhe fpake. 

I Serpent, we ttiight have fpar’d ouV coming hither* 
Eruitlcfs to me, though fruit be here to excefs ; 

1 The credit of whofe virtue reft with thee; 

' Wondrous indeed, if caufe of fuch effcfts/ 650 
But of this tree we may not tafte , nor touch , 

Gob fo commanded ; and left that command 
Sole daughter of his voice : the reft, we live 
Law to Our felves , our reafon is our law . 

r 

To whom the tempter guilefully reply’d : 65 j 

Indeed / Hath God then faid that of the fruit 
Of all thefe garden-trees ye (hall not eat , 

Yet Lords declar’d of all in earth, or air? 

To whom thus Eve, yet finlefs . Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the Garden we may eat; 660 

But of the fruit of this fair tree amidft . 

The Garden, Goo hath faid. Ye fhall not cat 
Thereof, nor lhall ye touch it, left ye die. 

She fcarCe had faid, tho‘ brief* when now more bold 
The tempter (but with Ihew of zeal, and love 665 
To mane, and indignation at his wrong) 

New part puts on; and as to paffion mov'd, 
Fluduates difturb’d, yet comely, and in adt 
Rais’d, as of fome great matter to begin. 

As when of old fome Orator renown’d , 670 

In Atheks, or free Rome, where eloquence 
Flourilh’d (fince mute!) to fome great caufc addreft. 

Stood 
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Stood in himfelf colleded : while each part,\ 
Motion, each a<ft, won, audience, c’re the tongue ; 
Sometimes in height began j as rib delay 67^ 
Of preface brooking i through his zeal of right; 

So ftanding, moving, or to height up-grown. 

The tempter all ira^paflSort’d thus began. 

, O facredf wilb^ ahd wifdbm-giving plants 
Mother of fcience/ now I feel thy pow'r 
Within me clear ;- not only to difcern 
Things in their caufes , but to trace the wayi 
Of higheft agents, deem’d however wife. 

Queen of this univerfe I do not believe 
Thofe rigid threats of death : ye ihall not die: ^8j 

How fhould ye ? by the fruit ? it gives you life 
To knowledge: by the tbreatner? Look On me. 
Me/ who have touch’d, ^nd tailed; yet both live,' 
And life more perfed have attain’d than fate 
Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 6g<3 
Shall that be fliut to man , which to the beift 
Is open ? Or will God ihceiife his ire 
For fuch a petty trefpafs, and hot praifc 
Rather your dauntlefs virtue , tvhoih the pain 
Of death denounc’d (whateVer thing death be) 605 
Deter’d not from atchieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of g6od and evil? 

Of good , how juft ? of evil , ( if what is evil 
Be real ) why not known ; lince eafier Ihunn’d ? 

God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be juft: 70® 

Not juft, not Gbh; not fear’d then, nor obey’d; 
Your fear it felf of death removes the fear. 

Why then was this forbid ? Why ; blit to awe ; 

Why, but to keep ye iovv and ignorant. 

His worlhippers: He knows that in the day 705 
You eat thereof ^ your eyes (that feem fo clear. 

Yet are hut dim) ftiall perfedly be then 
Open’d and clear’d : and ye (hall be as Gods , 
Knowing both Good and Evil , as they know 
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That yc (hall be as Gods, fince I as Man, 710 
Internal man , is but proportion meet : 

I of brute , human ; yc of human , Gods . 

So ye (hall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human , to put on Gods; death to be wilh’d 714 
Tlio’ threaten'd, which no worfc than this c^n bring. 
And what arc Gods , that man may not become 
As they, partfeipating God-like food.^ - 
The Gods are firft, and that advantage ufe 
On our belief, that all from them proceeds: 

1 queHion it! for this fair earth I fee, 713 

Warm’d by. the Sun, producing every kind; 

Them, nothing; if they all things, who inclos’d 
Knowledge of Good and Evil in this tree. 

That whofo eats thereof, forthwith attains 
Wifdom without their leave i* and wherein lies 725 
Th’ offence , that man (hould thus attain to know^ 
What can your knowledge hurt him , or this tree 
Impart againft his will , if all be his ? 

Or is it envy , And can envy dwell 
In heav’nly breads ? Thefe , thefe , and many more 
Caufes import your need of this fair fruit: 731 

Goddefs humane , reach then , and freely taftc ! 

He ended, and his words, replete with guile. 
Into her heart too eafy entrance won: 

Fix’d on the fruit (he gaz’d, which to behold 73J 
Might tempt alone; and in her ears the found 
Yet rung of his pcrfuafive words, impregn’d 
With rcafon (to her feeming) and with truth: 
Mean while the hour of noon drew on , and wak’d 
An eager appetite , rais’d by the fmell 740 

So favoury of that fruit; which with defire, 
(Inclinable now grown to touch, or tafte) 
Sollicited her longing eye: yet firll 
Faufing a while, tlnis to her felf (he mus’d. 
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Great are tliy virtues, doubtlefs, beft of fruits/ 745^ 
Though kept from man , and worthy to be admir’d; 
Whofe tafte , too long forborn , at firft affay^ 

Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for fpcech,to fpeak thy praifo 
Thy praife he alfo who forbids thy ufe, 750 

Conceals not from us , naming thee the Tree 
Of knowledge; knowledge both of good and evil: 
Forbids us then to tafte ; but his forbidding ' 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want; 

For good unknown , fure is not had; or had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 

In plain then, what forbids he but to know. 

Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife? • • 

Such prohibitions bind not. — But if Death 76© 
Bind us with afterTbands , what profits then 
Our inward freedom? In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit, our ‘doom is, we lhall die. - 
How dies the ferpent? he hath eat’n and lives. 

And knows, and fpeaks, and reaibns, and difeerns; 
Irrational till then. For us alone • • 766 

Was death invented? or to us deny’d 
This intellerftual food, for beafts referv’d? 

For beafts it feems : yet that one belft which firft 
Hath tailed , envies not, but brings with joy 770 
The good befall’n him , author unfufpeift , 

Friendly to man , far from deceit or guile . 

What fear I then, rather what know to fear 
Under this ignorance of Good and Evil, 

Of God or Death, of law or penalty? 775 

Here grows the cure of all , this fruit divine / 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the tafte. 

Of virtue to make wife ! What hinders then 
To reach, and feed at onqe both body and mindf 

So faying , her rafh hand in evil, hour 780, 

fonh* reaching ,tp the fruit, ftie pluck’d, ftie eat! 

O 3 , Earth. 
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Jtarth felt the wound ; and Nature from her feat , 
^hing throudi all her works , gave fign of woe 
That all was loft. Back to the thicket flunk 
The guilty ferpent ; and well might : for E y 5 785 
Intent now wholly on her tafte , nought elfe 
Regarded ; fuch delight till then , as feem’d ^ 

In firuit (he never tailed, whether true. 

Or fancy’d fo , through expeSation high- 
Of knowledge ; nor was God-head from her thought. 
Greedily flic ingorg’d without reftraint, 791 

And knew not eating Death. Satiate ac length. 

And heighten’d as with wine, jocund and boon, 
,Thus to her felf fhe pleafingly began . . ’ 

* 

O fov’reign , virtuous , precious of all trees 795 
In Paradife ! pf operation bleft 
To fapience/ hitherto obfeur’d , infam’d. 

And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created: but hencefprth my early care, 

(Not without fong, each morning, and due praife) 
Shall tend thee, and the fertil burden eafe 801 
Of thy full branches , offer’d free to all : 

Till dieted by thee, I grow mature 
In knowledge', as the Gods who all things know ; 
Though others envy what they cannot give; 805 
For had the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience next, to thee 1 owe, 

Beft guide I not following thee, I had remain’d’ 

In ignorance, thou open’d wifdom’s.way , 

And eiv’fl; accefs , though fecret ihe. retire,. ’ Sic 
And I perhaps aip fecret; h^av’n is’ high , 

High , and remote to fee from thence diftin <51 
Each thing on earth ; and other pare , perhaps , 

May have diverted from continual watch 
Our Great Forbidder, fafe with all his fpies Si.^i 
About him. — Butj to Adam in what fort 
Shall I appear? ftiall I to him make known 
As yet my change, and giye him to partake 
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Fall happinefs with me? or rather not; 

But keep the odds of knowledge in my pow^, 8ia 
Without co-partner ? fo to add what wants 
In female fex , the more to draw his love , 

And render me more equal, and perhaps, 

( A thing not undefirable ) fometime ‘ 

Superior: for inferior, who is free? 815 

This may be well -e - - But, what if G o d have feen. 
And Death enfue ? Then I fhall be no more J 
And Adam wedded to another Eye, 

Shall live with her injoying, I extinft; 

A death to think! Confirm 0 then I refohre, 830 
Adam fhall (hare with me in Uifs or woe : 

So dear I love him, that with him, all deaths 
I could indure; without him, live no life. 


■ So faying , from the tree her ftep ftie turn’d , 

But firft low reverence done, as to the Pow’r 835 
That dwelt within , whofe prefence had infus’d 
Into the plant feiential ftp , deriv’d 
From Ne(Sar, drink of Gods. Ad am, the while. 
Waiting defirous her return, had wove 
Of choiceft £k>w’rs a garland, to adorn 84® 

Her trefies, and her rural labors crown: 

As reapers oft are wont their Harveft-Queen . 

Great joy he promis’d to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return , fo long delay’d : 

Yet oft his heart, divine of fomething ill*,. 845 
Mifgave him; he the faukring meafure felt;; 

And forth to' meet her went, the way Ihe took 
That morn , when firft they parted. By the Tree 
Of Knowledge he muft pafs; there he her met*. 
Scarce from the tree returning : in. her hand 850 
A bough of faireft fruit , that downy fmil’d. 

New gather’d , and ambrofial fmell diffus’d. 

To him ftie hafted ; in her face excufe 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt;. 

Which, with bland words at will, (he thus addfcft.8f^ 

O 4 Haft 


Digitized by Googlc 


f A R A D I S E. L a S T. Book 13 C\ 

Haft thou not wonder’d , Adam, at my ftay ? 
Thee I have roifs’d , and thought it long , depriv’d 
Thy prefence; »gony of love! till now 
Not felt,, nor (ball be twice;, for never more 
Mean I tp try, (what rafh untry’d I fought) 86oi 
The pain of abfence from thy fight. But ftrange 
Hath been the caufe , and wonderfitl to hear , 

This Tree is not, as we are told, a Tree 
Of danger tailed, nor to evil unknown ^ 
Op'ning the way; but of divine effeit . 

To open eyes, and make them Gods who tafte; 
And hath been tailed fuch. The ferpent vyife, 

(Or not reftrain’d as we, or not obeying) 

Hath eaten of the fruit; and is become 
Not dead , as ,wc are threaten’d ; but thenceforth 870 
Indu’d with human voice , and human fenfe ^ 
Re^foning to admiration; and' with nie ^ 

iperfuafiyely hath fo prevail’d , that I 
Have alfo tailed , and have alfo found 
Th’effedlsto correfpond: opener mine eyes, 875 
Dim erfti dilated fpirits, ampler heart. 

And growing up to Godhead ; which for thee 
Chiefly 1 fought , without thee can defpire ; 

For blift, as thou hall part , to me is blifs; 

Tedious, unlhar’d w’ith'thce, and odious foonr 880 
Thou therefore alfo tafte, that equal lot 
May join us; equal joy, as equal love: 

Left thou not tailing, different degree 

Disjoin us , and I then too late renounce 

Deity for thee , when fate vyhl permit . 885 

Thus, Eve with count’nance blithe her ftory told; 
But in her cheek diftemper flulhing glow’d, 
bn th’ qtlier fide , Adam, foon as he heard 
The fatal trefpafs done by Eve, amaz’d, 

Aftonied Hood , and blank ; while horor chill 890 
Ran through his veins, and all his joints relax’d: 
From his hack hapd the garland wreath’d for Eve 
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Down drop’d , and all the faded Rofes flied : 
Specchlefs he ftood , and pale / till thus at length 
Firft to himfclf he ipw^rd filcnce broke . Spj 

O faireft of creation , lafl and heft 
Of all G o n ’s works ! Creature in whom excell’d 
Whatever can to hght or thought be form’d , 

Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fweetl 
How art thou loil, how on a fudden loft, 906 
Defac’d, deftowr’d, and now to death devote 1 
Rather ^ how haft thou yielded to tranrgrefs 
The ftridl forbiddance I how , to violate 
The facred fruit fo.rbidd’n / fome curfed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguil’d thee / yet unknown ; 905 

And me with thee hath ruijn'd ; for with thee 
Certain my refolution \s to die/ 

How can I live without thee/ how forgo 
Thy fweet converfe and love, fo dearly join’d, 

Xo live again in thefe wild woods forlorn / 9t® 

Should God create another Eye, and I 
Another rib afford , yet lofs of thee 
Would never from my heart / no, no/ I feel 
The link of nature draw me : fle(h of flelh , 

Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy ftaic 9.15; 
Mine neyer ftiall be parted , blifs or woe ! 

So having faid , as one from fad difmay 
Re-comforted, and, after thoughts didurb’d. 
Submitting to what feem’d remedilefs', . 

• Thus in ealm mood his vyords to E y he turn’d. 92.0 

Bold deed thou haft prefum’d, adventrous Eve^ 
And peril great provok’d, who thus haft dat’d. 

Had it been only cov,eting to eye 
. That facred fruit, facred to abftinence; 

Much more to tafte it, under bann to touch, 925 
But paft who can recall, or done undo? 

. GpD Qmnipotent, nor Fate: yet (o ' 

O ^ perhaps 
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Perhaps thou fhalt not die, perhaps the ftdt 
Is not fo heinous now , foretafted fruit , 

Profan'd firft by the ferpent , by him firft 930 

Made common, and unhallow’d e’re our taftc : 

Nor yet on him found deadly; he. yet lives; 

- Lives, as thou faidft, and gains to; live, ashman; 
Higher degree of life ; inducement (Irpng 
To us, as likely tailing to attain 
Proportional afeent; which cannot be 
But to he Gods, or Angels, Demi-gods. 

Nor can I think that G c n , Creator wife * 

Tho^h ihreatning , will in earneft fo deftroy . 

Vs his prime creatures ; dignify'd fo hig;h , - 

Set over all his works; which in our i^I, 

For us created, needs with us muft fail. 

Dependent made; fo Gpo ihall uncreate. 

Be fruftrate, do, undo, and labor lofe; 

Not well conceiv’d of Gan; who (tho’ his pow’r 
Creation could repeat ) yet would be loth 946 
Us to aboliih; left the Adverfary 
Triumph and fay; „ Fickle their ftate whom Gpp, 

„ Moft favors f who can pleafe him long ? Me firft 
„ He ruin’d, now mankind; whom wilfhe next?,,' 
Matter of fcorn , not tp. be giv'n the Foe. 95 1 

However I with thee have fix’d my lot^ 

Certain to undergo, like doom : if Death 
Confort with thee , Death is to tpe as life a 
So forcible witkip, my heart, k feel - 9jj- 

The bond of nature nraw me to, my own ; 

My own in thee ! for what thou art is mine v 
Our ftate cannot be fever’d, we are one , 

One flcfli; to lofip th.ee were to. lofe my felf. 


So Adam; and thus Eve to him reply’d. 960, 
O glorious tryal of exceeding love, 

Illuftrious evidence , example high , 

Ingaging me to emulate! but Ihort 
-Pi “7 pctfc(jyon , how Ihall 1 ajttain , 


A» AM.? 


Book IX. P A R A p I S E* L 0 S T. 

Adam? from whofe dear fide I boaft me fprung ? 
And gladly of our union hear thee fpeak , g66 

One heart, one foul iji both ! whereof good proof 
This day affords ; declaring thee rcfply a , 

Rather than Death, or ought than Death more dread. 
Shall feparate us (link’d in love fo dear !) 97 q 

. ^o undergo with me one guilt , one aime , 

(If any be) of rafting this fair fruit; 

Whole- virtue (for of good ftill good procedes, 
Dired, or by occafion) hath prefented 
This happy tryal of thy love; which elfe 975 

So eminently never had /been kno wn , 

Were It I thought Death menac’d would enfue 
This my attemp, I would fuftain alone 
The worft , and not perfuade thee i rather die 
Deferted, than oblige thee with a fa^l 980 

■ Pernicious to thy peace, chiefly affur’d 
Remarkably fo late of thy fo true , 

So faithful love unequard: but I feel 
Far otherwife th’ event, not Death, but Life 
Augmented; open’d eyes, new hopes, new joys, 989 
Tafte fo divine/ that what of fwcet before 
Hath touch’d rnyfenfe, flat feems to this, & harfh. 
On my experience ,' A n a , freely tafte. 

And fear of Death deliver to the winds. 

So faying, fhe embrac’d him , and for joy 
Tenderly wept ; much won , that he his love 
Had fo innobl’d , as of choice t’ incur' 

Divine difpleafure for her fake , or death . 

In recoropenie ( for fuch compKance bad 
Such recompenfe beft merits) from the bough 
She gave him of that fair-inticing fruit. 

With liberal hand : he fcrupl’d not to eat, 

Againft his bettei; knowledge; not deceiv’d. 

But fondly overcome with female charm . 

Earth trembl’d from her entrails, as again 
]|n ^an^ ; and Nature gave a fecond groan • 
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Sky lowr’d, and mutt’ring thunder, fomc fad drops 
Wept, at compleating of the mortal fin 
Original ! while .Adam took no thought 
Eating his fill; nor Evf to iterate icoj 

Her former trefpafs fear’d ; the more to footh 
Him , with her lov’d fociety : that now , 

( As with new wine intoxicated both ) 

They fwim in mirth., and fancy that they feel 
Divinity within them breeding wings, roio 

Wherewith to fcorn the earth . But that falfc fruit 
Far other operation firft difplay’d. 

Carnal defire inflaming; he on Eve 
Began to caft lafcivious eyes; (he him 
As wantonly repaid; in luft they burn; roij 

Till Adam thus ’gan E v e to dalliance move . 

Eve, now I fee thou art cxadi of tafte, 

And elegant, of fapience no fmall part; 

Since to each meaning favor- we apply , 

And palate call judicious: I the praife loio 

Yield thee, fa well this day thou haft purvey’d. 
Much pleafure we have loft , while we abftain’d 
From this delightful fruit, nor known till now 
True rcliih, tailing: if fuch pleafure' be 
In things to us forbidd’n , it^might be wilh’d, loij 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 

But come, fo well refresh’d, now let us play. 

As meet is, after fuch delicious fare: 

For never did thy beauty fince the day •' 

I faw thee firft, and wedded thee, adorn’d 1030 
With all perfediions, fo inflame my fenfe 
With ardor to enjoy ihee; fairer how 
Than ever , bounty of this virtuous tree i 

So faid be, and forbore not glance, or toy 
Of amorous intent; well underftood 1035 

Of Eve, whofe eye darted contagious fire. 

Her hand he feiz’d and to a fludy bank » 
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Thick over-head with verthnt roof imbowr’d , • 

He led her nothing loth : flow’rs were the couch, 
Fanfies, and Violets, and Afphodel, 

And Hyacinth , earth’s frclhcft fofteft lap. 

There they their fill of love, and love’s difport 
Took largely; of their mutual guilt the feal. 

The folace of their fin,: till dewy fleep 
Opprcfs’d them, wearied with their amorous play,' 

Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit, 1046 
That with exhilarating vapor bland 
About their Ipirtts had plaid , and inmoft pow’rs 
Made err, was now exhal’d; and grofler fleep, 

Bred of unkindly fumes, with conlcious dreams 1050 
Incumber’d , now had left them j up they rofe 
As from un-reft , and each the other viewing , 

Soon found their eyes how open’d , and their minds 
How darken’d! Innocence, that (as a veil) 

Had lhadow’d th^ra frorh knowing ill , was gone : 
Jufl confidence , and native righteoufnefs. 1056 
And honor from about them , naked left 
To guilty fhame; he cover’d, but his robe 
Uncover’d more : fo*rofe the D a n i x e ftrong, 
Herculean Sampson, from the harlot-lap 1060 
Of Phil.is,t£ AN Dalilah, and wak’d 
Shorn of his ftrength : tley, deflitute, and bare 
Of all their virtue; filent, and in face 
Confounded , long they fate , as flrucken mute : 

Till Adam, though no lefs than Eve abalh’d, 10(^5 
At length gave utterance to thefe words conftrain’d. 

O EveI in evil hour thou didft give ear 
To that falfe worm , of whomfoever taught 
To counterfeit man’s voice; true in our Fall, 

Falfe in our promis’d rifing: fincc our eyes 1070 
Open’d we find indeed, and find we know 
Both Good and Evil; Good loft, and Evil got. 

Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know, 
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Which leaves us naked thus , of honour void j 
Of innocence , of faith , of purity , *07f 

Our wonted ornaments, now foil'd and ftain’d/ 

And in our faces evident the ligns 
Of foul concupifcence ; whence evil ftore ; 

Ev’n fhame, the laft of evils; of the firft 
Befure then. — How fhall I behold the face loSd 
Henceforth of Goo or Angel* erft with joy 
And rapture fo oft beheld ^ thofe heav’nly (napes 
Will dazlc now this earthly , with their blaie 
tnfufferably bright. O, might I here 
In fofitude live favage, in fome glade io8f 

Obfcur’d, where higheft woods impenetrable 
To ftar or fun-light , fpread their umbrage broad 
And brown as evening/ Cover me, ye Pines/ 

Yc Cedars, with innumerable boughs 

Hide iiic , where I inay never fee them more ! logib 

But let us now , as in bad plight * devife 

What beft may for the prefent fer¥e to hide 

The parts of each from other , that feem moft 

To (hame obnoxious, and unfeemlicft feen; 

Some tree, whofe broad fmooth leaves together fow’d* 
And girded on our loins, may cover round 1096 
Thofe middle parts, that this new comer, ShamC} 
There fit not, and reproach us as unclean. 

So counfel'd he , and both together iveht 
Into the thickeft wood; there foon they choi^ itofil 
The Fig-tree, not that kind for fruit renowri’d; 

But fuch as at this day (to Indians known 
In Mala. BAR, orDEcAN) fpreads her arms 
Branching fo broad , and long * that in th£ ground 
The bended twigs take root, & daughters grow iidj 
About the mother tree, a pillar’d (hade • 

High over-arch’d , and echoing walks between : 
There oft the Indian herdfman (hunning heati 
Shelters in cool, and tends his pafturing herds 
At loopholes cm thro* thickeft (hade : thofe leaves 
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They gather’d, broad as Amazonijih targe xiit. 
And with what skill they had, together fow’d. 

To gird their waift; vain covering , if to hid® 

Their guilt , and dreaded fhame ! O * how unlike V' 
To that firft naked glory/ (fuch of late 
Columbus found th’ American, fo girt 
With feather’d cindlure ; naked elfe , and wild 
Among the trees, on ifles and woody fhores.) 

'Thus fenc’d, and, as they thought, their ihame in part 
Cover’d, but not at reft or cafe of mind> iiia 
They fat them down to weep: nor only tears 
Rain’d at their eyes; but high winds worfc witljitt 
Began to rife , high paffions , anger , hate , 

Miilruft , fufpicion , difeord ; and (hook fore 
Their inward ftatc of mind; calm region once, 1 14 ^ 
And full of peace; now toft, and turbulent/ 

For underftanding rul’d not; and the will 
Heard not her lore; but in fubjedlion now 
To fenfual appetite, who from beneath 
Ufurping, over fov’reign reafon claim’d, 1136 
Superior fway ; from thus diftemper’d breaft , 

An AM eftrang’d in look and alter’d ftyle, 

Speech intermitted thus to Eve renew’d. 

Would thou hadft hearken’d to my words, & flay’d 
With me, as I befought thee, when that ftrangeii35 
Defire of wand’ring this unhappy mom, 

I know not whence polfefs’d thee/ We had theit 
Remain’d fllU happy; not, as now, defpoil’d 
Of all our good , fliam’d , naked , mifcrable. 

Let none henceforth feck ncedlcfs caufe t’ approve 
The faith they owe ; when earneftly they feek 114J 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fail. 

T o whom, foon mov’d with touch of blame, thus Eve; 
What words have pafs’d thy lips, Adam fevere/ 
Imput’ft thou that to my default, or will 1145 
Of wand’ring (as thou call’ft it) which, who knows 
. ' ' But 
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But mi,ght as ill liaVe happen’d thou being by ; 

Or to thy felf perhaps: hadft thou been there. 

Or here th’ attempt'*, thou could’ft not have difcem’d 
Fraud in- the ferpent* fpeaking a^ he fpake; ’ 1150 

No ground of enmity between us known , 

Why he ihould mean me ill* or feek to harm. 

Was I to have never parted from thy fide? 

As good have grown there ftill a lifelefs rib . 

Be'hg as I am , why didft not thou, the Head ,1155 
Command me abfolutcly not to go , 

Going. into fuch danger, as thou faid’ft? 

Toovfacil then , thou didft not much gainfay ; 

Nay didft permit* approve, and fairdifmifs. 

Hadft thou been firm , and fix’d in thy dilTent, 1160 
Neither had I tranfgrefs’d * nor thou with me. • 

To whom then firft iriCehS’d A is a M reply’d * ■ 

Is this the love, is this the recompenfc 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve / exprefl 
Immutable, when thou wert loft, not I; 

Who 'might have hv d , and joy d immortal blifs ; 

Yet willingly chofe rather Death with thee. 

And am I now upbraided , as the daufe 
Of thy tranfgrefling? Not enough fevere. 

It feems,in my rellraint/ What could I- mote? 1170 

1 warn’d thee, I admonifti’d thee; foretold 

The danger, and the lurking enemy 

That lay in wait: beyond this, had been force; 

And force upon free will hath here no place . 

But confidence then bore thee on; fecure 

Either to meet no danger* or to find 

Matter of glorious tryal: and perhaps 

I alfo err’d , in overmuch admiring 

What feem’d in thee fo perfcift, that I thought 

No evil durft attempt thee:, but I rue- - n8o 

That error now , which is become my crime ; 

And thou th’accufer/ Thus it fhall befal 
Him , who to worth in women overtrufting , 
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Lets her will rule : reftraint Ihe will not brook ; 

And left to herfelf , if evil thence enfue , Ii8^ 
his weak indulgence will accufe. 

'''^®hus.they in mutual accufation fpent 

iruitlefs hours; but neither felf-condemning : . 
d of their vain conteft appear’d no end. 




IARADISE lost. 

• . ' Jl O O K X. 

• * - \ ^ 


■ The argument. 

k • • • 

^»n s tranfgrejjion known , tht G^'dian-ulngels forfakt 
^^^aro4ffc f Mut return up to Hewt^ to approve their vi~ 
fiance , and are approv’d , G o d declaring that the 
ptrance of Satan could not be by them prevented. He 
^ ds hii Son to judge the tranfgreJjoy$ \ *mho de fiends 
’j^~^gi'ves fintence accordingly; then in pity cloaths Ujem 
'Sotb i and re-afiends. Sin and Death fitting till there 
, At ihe gates of Hell, by wondrous fympatby feeling the 
fi>-ff^cefi p/Satan in this new world, and the fin by mart 
^^here committed, refilve to fit no longer confin'd in Hellp 
mhut to follow Satan their fire up to the place of man : 
fifi^to make the way eafier from Hell to this world to fro ^ 
f^^ ey pave a broad high-way, or bridge, over Chaos » 
^^(ucording to the. track that Satan fir ft made;, then, 
^^preparfing for earth, they meet him, proud tf his fuccefii 
i^r^tterning to Hell : their mutual gratulation : Satan ar- 
rives at Pandaemonium , in full ajfembly relates with 
*.* ioafiing his.fiuccefs agairifi man ; infiead of applaufi is 
- ‘ ‘^ertain d with a general hifi by all hit audience t 

f trunt-. 
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iransfornrd 'with himfelf alfo fuddenly into ferpents^ 
according to his doom givn in Paradife ; then deluded 
'uoith a 'Jhe'W of the forbidden itfe fpringing up before 
them , they greedily reaching to take of the fruit , che-u) 
dujl cr bitter djbes. The proceedings of Sin c?* Death; 

G o I> foretels the final vi6lory of his Son over them, 
and the renewing of all things", but for the prefent 
commands his Angels to make feveral alterations tn the 
heavens and eleme,nts. Adam , more CP* more perceiving 
his fall' n condition , heavily bewails , reje^s^ the con- 
dolement #/Eve ; Jle perfifls, er at Ungth appedfes him: 
,then,to evade the cutfe likely to falLon their' off fpting, 
tropofes to Adam violent ways, 'which he approves not ; 
but conceiving^better Jiote , puts her in mind of the late 
promife made them , that her feed Jhould be reveng'd, 
oh thefferpent ; ‘and exhorts her 'with him to feek peace 
' of the offended Deity , by repentance and /application, 

Eaft- while the haihous and defpitcful z& 
OT S N ♦ done in Paradife , & how 
He, inthe ferpent, had perverted Eve, 
Her husband the, to tafte the fatal fruit, 
Was known in Heav’n : for what can 
feape the eye 5 

Of G b D all-feeing , of deceive his heart 
Omnifeient ? Who , in all things wife and jtift , 
Hinder’d not S A t A n to attempt the mind 
Of man , With ftrength entire and free-will arm’d , 
Complete to have difeover’d, and repuls’d lo 

Whatever wiles of foe , or feeming friends 
For ftill they kncw,(& ought fhave ftill remember’d) 
The high injimdion , not to tafte that fruit , 

Whoever tempted : which they not obeying , 

Incurr’d (what’ could they lefs?) the penalty^ 15 
And manifold in fin, deferv’d to fall. 

Up into Heav’n from Paradife in haftc 
Th’ Angelic Guards afeended > mute and fad 

For 
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For man; for of his ftate by this they knctr: ' 
Much wondring how the fubtil Ftcnd had ftol’n io 
Entrance unfcen . Soon as th’ unwelcome news 
Froriii earth arriv’d at Heaven-gate, diTpleas’d 
All were who heard : dim fadnefs did not fpare 
I'hat time cceleftial vifages ; yet mix’d 
With pity, violated not their blifs. . 

About the new atriv’d , in multitudes 
Th' ethereal people ran^ to hear and know 
How all befel ; they towards the Throne fupreme 
Accountable made hade , to make appear 
With righteous plea , their utraoft vigilance ; 30 

And eahly approv'd: when the Moft High 
Eternal Father; from his fecret cloud 
Araidft, in thunder utter’d thus his voice. 

' ' 

. Aifembl’d Angels, and ye Pdw’rs return’d 
From unfuccefsful charge! be not difmay’d * 35 

Npr tropbl’d at thefc tidings from the earthy ^ 
Which your lincereft care coiftdnot prevent. 
Foretold fo lately What woul^ome to pafs , 

When firft this tenipter crofs’d the gulf from Hell. 

I told ye then he fhould prevail j and fpced 4Ci 
On his bad ertand; man ihould be feduc’d« 

’ And flatter’d buf of all, believing lies , ’ 

Againft his Maker ; no decree of mine 
Concurring to neceffitate his fall; , 

Or touch with lighteft moment of impulfe , 4£ 

His free-will, to her own inclining left, 

In even fcale 4 But fall'n he is : and now , 

What refts , but that the mortal Sentence pafs 
On his tranfgreflion , death denounc’d that day? 
Which he prefumes already vain ^^and void« 

Becaufe not yet ihfli<ftcd,- (as he fear’d) 

By fome immediate ftroke ; but foon lhaU find 
Forbearance no acquittance j e’re day cnd.„ 

Jufticc (hall not return , as bounty , fcorn’d . 

'But whom fend I to judge them? whom, but thee 55 

p z Vice' 
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Vicegerent Son? To thee I Kave transfer'd 
^Ail judgment, whether in Heav’n , or Earth, or Hell, 
Eafy it might be feen that I intend 
Mercy collegue with juftice , fending thee , 

Man’s friend , his Mediator , his deiign’d 6 o 

Both Ranfom, and Redeemer, voluntary; 

And deftin’d man himfelf> to judge man fall’n. 

So fpake the F a t h e it , and unfolding bright 
Tow’rd the right hand his Glory, on the Son 
B ias’d forth unclouded Deity: He full C$ 

Rcfplcndent all his Father manifeft 
Expreft'd, and thus divinely anfwer’d mild. 

Father Eternal ! Thine is to decree ; 

Mine, both in Heav’n and earth to do thy will 
Supreme; that thou in me thy Son belov’d 70 
Mayft ever reft well pleas’d . I go to judge 
On earth thefe thy tranfgreflbrs ; but thou know’ft:, 
.Whoever judg’d , tl*e.worft on me miift light. 

When time ftiall be ; for fo I undertook 
Before thee: and not repenting, this obtain 75 
Of right , that 1 may mitigate their doom 
On me deriv’d: yet t fhall temper fo 
Juftice with Mercy , as may illuftrate moft 
Them fully faiisfy’d , and thee appeafe . 

Attendance none (hall need, nor train, where none 80 
Arc to behold the judgment, but the judg’d , 

Thofc two: the third beft abfent is condemn’d; 
Convidf by flight, and rebel to all law; 

Convidion to the ferpent none belongs. 

I . . 

^ • Thus faying,^ from his radiant feat he rofe 85 
Of liigh collateral glory : 'Him Thrones, and Pow'rs, 
Princedoms , and Dominations miniftrant , 
Accompany’d to Heaven-g^te : from w'hence 
Eden, and all the coaft in profpe(ft 'lay . 

^Dovvn he defeended ilraight: (thefpeed of Gods .99 

Time 
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Time counts not.tho’ with fwiftcft minutes wing’d.) 
Now was the Sun in wcftern cadence low ,• » 

From noon; and gentle airs, due at their hour. 

To fan the earth now wak’d, and uft\er m 
The ev’ning cool; when he, from wrath more cool. 
Came, the mild Judge, and Interceflbr both, 96 
To fentcnce man: the voice of Gop they heard. 
Now walking in the garden , by foft winds 
Brought to their ears, while day declin’d: they heard. 
And from bis prefcncc hid themfclve^, among 100 
The thickeft trees, both man and wife: till Gon 
Approaching, thus to Adam call’d aloud. 

Where art thou Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My coming fecn far-off? I mifs thee here , 

Not pleas’d; thus entertain’d with folitude , 105 

Where obvious duty e’re-while appear’d unfought : 

Or come I lefs confpicuous? Or what change 
Abfents thee ? Or what chance detains ? Come forth f 

He came, and with him Eve, more loth, tho’ firft 
To offend; difcountenanc’d both, &difcom pos’d: ii# 
Ltove was not in their looks , either to G o d 
Or to each other; but apparent guilt, ' 

And fhame, and perturbation, and defpair. 

Anger, and obftinacy," and hate, and guihe: 

Whence Ad AM, fault’ring long, thus anfwer’d brief. 115 

I heard thee in the garden, and of thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, hid my felf. --- To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile rcply’d. 

« • 

» 

My voice thou oft haft heard , and haft not fear’d. 
But Itill rejoyc’d: how is it now become U,o 
So dreadful to thee? That thou art naked, who ' 
Hath told thee? Haft thou eaten of the tree. 

Whereof 1 g%ve thiee charge thou ftiouldft not eat ? 


Di^iiizf GoO‘;lc 
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To ^hom thus' Adam, fore befet ! reply 'd . 

0 hcav’n/ in evil ftreight this day I ftand 
Before ihy judge , either to undergo 
My felf the total crime; or to accufe 
My other felf, the partner of my life; 

Whofe failing , while her faith to me remains , 

1 fhould conceal, and not expofe to blame 130 
By my complaint, But ftrid neceffity 

Subdues me, and calamitous conftraint! 

Left on my head both fin and punifiiment , 

However inftipportikble , be all 

Devolv’d. Though (hould I hold my peace, y:et thou 

Wouldft eafily dcte(ft what I conceal. 13d 

This Woman , whom thou mad’ft to be my help , 
And gav’ft me as thy perfeft gift , fo good , 

So fit, fo acceptable, fo divine,^ 

That from her hand I could fufpecfl: no ill ; 

And what (he did, whatever in it felf. 

Her doing feem’d to juftific the deed ; 

She gave me of the tree, and I did eati 


'■To whom the Sov’reign Prefence thus reply ’d. 
Was (he thy God, that her thou didft obey 145^ 
Before his voice ? Or was fhe made thy guide , 
Superior, or but equal; that to her 
Thou didft refign thy manhood, and tlie place 
Wherein God fet thee above her, made of thee; 
And for thee; whofe perfection far excellTf 15®, 
Hers, in all real dignity.^ Adorn’d 
She was indeed", 'and lovely to attraeft 
Thy love;- not thy fubjeeftion : and her gifts 
Were fuch, as under government well-feem’d; 
Unfeemly to bear rule; which was thy part , 155 

And perfon , hadft thou known thy felf aright , 

So having faid, he thus to Eve in few: 

Say , woman , what is this which thou haft done ? • 
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To whom fad Eve, with (hame nigh overwhelm’d, 
Confeffing foon; yet not before her Judge. i6o 
Bold, or loquacious, thus abafti’d reply 'd. --- 
The ferpent me beguil’d, and 1 did eaU 

Which when the Lord G o p heard , without delay 
To judgment He proceeded on th’ accus’d 
Serpent, though brute-, unable to transfer 
The guilt on him , who made him inftrumemt • 

Of mifehief, and polluted from the end 
Of his creation; juftly then accurft. 

As vitiated in nature. More to know 
Concern’d not man , (lince he no further knew) 17a 
Nor alter’d his offence yet G o n at laft 
To S A T A V , firft in fin , his doom apply ’d , 
Though in myfterious terms, judg’d as then beft; 
And on the Serpent thus his curfe let fall. 

Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art accurft 175 
Above all cattle , each beaft of the field ; 

Upon thy belly groveling thou fhalt go ; 

And duft (halt eat , all the days of thy life : 

Between thee and the woman I will put 
Enmity, and between thine and her feed: 180 

Her feed (hall bruife thy head , thou bruife his heel . 

So fpake this oracle, then verify’d 
When Jesus Son of M a r v { fecond E v 1 ) ^ 

Saw Satan fall , like lightning , down from Heav’n, 
Prince of the air: then, rifing from his grave, 185 
Spoil’d Principalities and Pow’rs, triumph’d 
In open fhew; and, with afeenfion bright. 

Captivity led captive through the air. 

The realm it felf of S a t a h, long ufurp’d; 

Whom He (hall tread at laft under our feet: 19a 

Ev’n H E who now foretold his fatal bruife ; 

And to the woman thus his fentence turn’d.’ 

P 4 Thy 
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Thy forrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception ; children thou (halt bring 
In forrow forth ; and to thy husband's will jnr 
Thine (hall fubmit ; he over thee ftiall rule . ^ 

On Adam -laft thus judgment he pronounc’d j 
Becaufe thou haft hearken'd.to the voice of thy wife 
And eaten of the tree , concerning which ' 

I charg’d thee, faying, thou lhalt not eat thereof; 200 
Curs'd is the ground for thy' fake; thou in forrow 
Shalt eat thereof, all the days of tliy life ; 

Thorns alfo, and thiftles, it (hall bring thee forth 
Unbrd j and thou (halt eat th’ herb of the field . 

In the fweat of thy face (halt thou eat bread, 105 
Till thou return unto the ground ; for thou 
Out of the ground waft t«ken , ( know thy birth ) 
For duft thou art, and (halt to duft return. 

So judg’d he man, both Judge and Saviour fentj 
And th’inftant ftroke of Death, denounc’d that day , 
Remov’d far off: then, pitying how they ftood iii 
Before him naked to the air, (that now 
Muft fuffer change) difdain’d not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of fervant to alfume ; 

As when he walk’d his fervants feet; fo now, iij 

As father of his family, he clad 

Their nakednels with skins of beads ; or flain , 

Or (as the fnake) with youthful coat repaid : 

And thought not much to cloath his^nemics. 

Nor he their outward only , with the skins 22a 
Gf beads, but inward nakedneie ( much more 
Opprobrious ! ) with his robe of righreouftiefs 
Arraying , cover’d from his Fa x h e r ’ s fight. 

To him with fwift afeent he up return’d, 

(Into his blifsfitl bofom realfum’d 125 

In glory, as of old) to him appeas’d 
All (tho’ all-knowing) what had pad with man 
Recounted, mixing intercefilon fwcet. 

Mesm 
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Mean •while c’re thus was fin’d & judg’d on earth • 
Viihin the gates of Hell fat Sin and Death, 23a 
In counter-view within the gates , that now 
Stood open wide, belching outragious flame 
Far into Chaos, fince the Fiend pall through , 

Sin opening; who thus now to Death began* 

* 

O fon I why fit we here each other viewing 235 
Idly , while Satan, our great author , thrives 
In other worlds , and happier feat provides 
For us his ofF-fpring dear? It cannot be 
But that fuccefs attends him : if mishap , 

E’re this he had return’d , with fury driv’n 243 
By his avengers, fince no place like this 
Can fit his punilhment, or their revenge. 

Methinks I feel new ftrength within me rife. 

Wings growing, and dominion giv’n me large 
Beyond this Deep : whatever draws me on , 245 

Or fympathy , or fome connat’ral force , 

Pow’rful at greatdl diftance to unite 
With fecret amity, things of like kind; • 

By fecretell conveyance. Thou , my jhade 
Infeparahle, mull with me along: 253 

For Death from S i n no pow'r can feparate. 

But left the difficulty of pafling back . • 

Stay his return , perhaps , over this gulf 

ImpalTable, impervious; let us try 

(Advent’rous work! yet to thy pow’r & mine, 255 

Not unagreeable) to found a path 

Over this main , from Hell to that new world , 

Where Satan now prevails; a monument 

Of merit high, to all th' infernal holt; 

Eafing their -paffage hence, for intercourfe, ' 260 
Or tranfmigration , as their lot (hall lead. 

Nor can I mifs the way, fo ftrongly drawn 
By this new felt attradion, and inftindl. 

J* 5 Whom 
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Whom thus the meagre Shadow anfwer’d foon . 
Go whither fate , and inclination llrong 
Leads thee ; I not lag behind , nor err. 

The way , thou leading : fuch a feent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable ! and tafte , 

The favor of Death from all things there that live . 
Nor ftiall I to the work thou enterprifeft 270 
Be wanting, but afford thee equal a^d. 

So faying , with delight he fnuflT d the' fmell 
Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl , though many a league remote 
Againft the day of battel, td a field, *^ 7 S‘ 

Where armies lie incamp'd , come flying , lur’d 
With feenr of living carcafles, defign’d 
For death the following day , in bloody fight ; • 

So feented the grim Feature, and :Up-turn’d 

His hoftrils wide into the murky air, 28a 

Sagacious of his quarry from' fo far. 

Then both from out Hell-gates, into the wafte. 

Wide anarchy of Chaos, damp and dark. 

Flew divers; and with pow’r (their pow'r was great) 
Hovering upon the waters; what they met 285 
Solid or flimy , as in raging fea 
Toft up and down, together crowded drove 
From each fide fhoaling towards the mouth of Hell ; 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverfe 
Upon the CaoNiAN fea, together drive zpo. 
Mountains of ice , that flop th,’ imagin’d way 
Beyond P etzora eaftward,, to the rich 
Cathaiak coail . The aggregated foil - * 

Death with his mace petrific, cold and dry , ^ 

As with a trident fmote; and fix’d as firm 295 • 
As Delos floating once: the reft, his look 
Bound with Gorgonian rigor, not to mo.ve : 

And with Asphaltic flime , (Wad as the gate , . 
Ueep to the roots of Hell ) the gather’d beach 
They faften’d; &the mole immenfe wrougfit-on,3oo- 

Qver 
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Over the foaming Deep high-arch’d; a bridge ; 

Of length prodigious , joining to the wall 
Immoveable of this now-fencelefs world. 

Forfeit to Death. From hence, a paflTage broad,, 
Slmooth, cafy, inoffenfive, down to Hell. 305 
So ( if. great things to fmall may be compar’d ) 
Xerxes, the Liberty of G r e c e to yoke , 

From Susa (his Memnonian palace high) 
Came to the fea ; and over Heleespont 
Bridging his way, Europe with Asia join’d; 310 
And fcourg’d with many a llroke th’ indigpant waves, 
Now had mey brought the work , by wondrous art 
Pontifical (a ridge of pendent rock . 

Over the vex’d Abyfs , following the track 
Of’SATAN) to the felf-fame place where he 315; 
Firft lighted from his wing, and landed fate 
From., "out of Cha.os to the outfide bare 
Of this round world: with pins of adamant 
And chains they made .all fail; too fad they made. 
And durable: And no\y, in little fpace, 3Z0 

The confines met of gmpyrean hcav’n , 

And of this world; and on the left hand, hell. 

With long reach interpos’d : three fev’ral ways 
In fight, to each of thefe three places led. 

And now their way to earth they had defery’d , 31^ 
To Paradife firft tending; when, behold.^ 

Satam, in iikenefs oF an Angel bright. 

Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion lleering 
His zenith , while the Sun in Aries rofe : 

Difguis’d he came; but thofe his children dear 330 
Their parent foon difeern’d, though in difguife. 

He, after Eye feduc’d , unminded flunk 
Into the wood fall: by; and changing ihape 
T’obferve the fequel, faw his guileful adl 
By Eve (though all unweeting) feconded 335 
Upon her husband; faw their Ihame, that fought 
Vain covertures : but when he faw -defeend 
Sqh of Gqp to judge them, terrify’d 
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He fled; not hoping to efcapc, but fhun 
The prefent; fearing guilty what his wrath 34a 
Might fuddcnly inflift : that paft , return’d 
By night , and liftening where the haplefs pair 
Sat in their fad difcQurfe , and various plaint , 

Thence gather’d his own doom i which underftood 
Not inftant, but of future time, with joy 345 
And tidings fraught , to Hell he now return’d : 

And at the bfink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhop’d 
Met, who’ to meet him came, his ofF-fpring- dear ; 
Great joy was at their meeting , and at fight • 350 
Of that ftupendous bridge, his joy increas’d. 

Long he admiring flood, till Sin, his fair 
Inchanting daughter , thus the filence broke, 

O parent/ thefe are thy magnific deeds; 

Thy trophies, which thou view’d as not thii^e own ; 
Thou art their author, and prime archite^. 356 
For I no fooner in my heart divin’d 
(My heart, which by a fecret harmony 
Still moves with thine, join’d in connexion fweet/) 
That thou on earth hadift profper’d , which thy looks 
Now alfo evidence, but flraight I felt 361 „ 

( Though diftant from thee worlds between, yet felt) 
That I muft after thee, with this thy fon: 

Such fatal confequence unites us three ! 

Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds; 36^ 
Nor this unvoyageable gulf obfeure. 

Detain from following thyilluftrious'lrack . 

Thou haft atchiev’d our liberty, confin’d 
"Within Hell gates till now : Thou us impower’d 
To fortifie thus far, and over-lay. ^ 370 

With this portentous bridge the dark Abyfs. 

Thine- now is all this world; thy virtue hath won 
What thy hands builded not : thy wifdom gain’d, - - 
With odds what war hath loft ; and fully aveng’d 

P^rfoil mHeav’n; here thou /halt Monarch reigu; 37 5 

", There 
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There didft not : there let him ftfll vidor fway » 

As battel hath adjudg’d , from this new world 
Retiring, by his Own doom alienated: 

And henceforth Monarchy with thee divide 

Of all things, parted by th’ empyreal bounds, 3S0 

His quadrature, from thy orbicular world; 

Or try thee , now more dang’rous to his throne *• 

r 

Whom thus the Prince of darknefs anfwer’d glad . 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both ! 
High proof ye now have giv’n to be the race 385 
Of S A T A N (for I glory in the name , 

Antagonift of Heav’n’s Almighty King) 

Amply have merited of me, of all 
Th’ infernal empire, that, fo near.Hcav’n's dooi* 
Triumphal with triumphal ad have met, . 390 

Mine,'with this glorious work; and made one realm 
Hell and this world (our realm) one Continent 
' Of eafy thorough- fare . Therefore while I 
Defcend through darknefs, on your road with eafe. 

To my affociate Pow’rs , them to acquaint 39^5 
With thefe fuccefles,.and with them rejoyce; 

You two this way , among thefe numerous Orbs 
^11 yours.!) right down to Paradife defcend: 

There dwell, and reign in blifs; thence on the earth ' 
Dominion exercife, and in the air, 400 

Chiefly on Man, foie Lord of all declar’d; 

Him firft make fure your thrall, and laftly kill. 

My fubftitutes I fend ye, and create 
Plenipoient on earth, of matchlcfs might 
HTuing from me: on your joint vigor now ,405 
.My hold of this new kingdom all depends; 

Through fin to death expos’d by my exploit. 

IF your joint pow’r prevail , th’ affaifs of hell 
No detriment need fear;: go and be flrong. - 

So faying hC difinifs’d them ; they with fpeed 4ro 
Their courfe through thickell conllellations held , 

Spreading 
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Spreading their banc; thc blafted ftars look’d wan. 
And Planets, planet-ftruck , real Eclipfc 
Then fuffcr’d . Th’ other way , S a t a m went down 
The caufey to Hell gate: on cither fide* 41 j 
Difpartcd Chaos over-built exclaim’d , 

And with rebounding furge the bars aflail’d , * 

That fcorn’d his indignation. Through the gate. 
Wide-open and unguarded* Satan pafs’d. 

And all about found defolatc : for thofe - 
Appointed to fit there, had left their charge, >. 

Flown to the upper world : the reft were ail 
Far to th’ in-Iand retir’d , about the walls 
Of Pandemonium, city and proiid feat 
Of Lucifer (fo by allufion call’d , • 

Of 'that bright ftar to S a f A n paragon’d ) 

There kept their watch the legions , while the, Grand 
In council fat, follicitous what .chance * . ' 

hlight intercept their Emperor fent : fo he 
Departing gave command , and they obferv’d . 430 

As when the Tartar from his Russian foe * 
By Astracan, over the fnowy plains , ; 

Retires : or Bactrian Sophy from the horns 
Of Turkish Crefeent , leaves all wafte beyond 
The realm of Aladule, in his retreat 43 j 

To Taurus, or Casbeen; fo thefe ( the late 
Heav’n-banilh'd hoft) left defert utmoft Hell ' , 
Many a' dark league, reduc’d in careful watch _ 
Round their Metropolis } and now expedUng 
Each hour their great adventurer from- the Icarch 440 
Of foreign worlds : he through the midft unmark’d-. 
In fhew plebeian Angel militant- 
Of loweft order, paft; and from the door 
Of that Plutonian hall , itivifible 
Afcended his high throne; which under ftatc 
Of richeft texture fpread, at di’ upper end 
Was plac’d in regal luftre. Down a-whilc 
He fat, and round about him faw unfeent 
At laft, as from a cloud * hi$ fulgent head. 


. 445 
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And fhape Har-brighf , appear’d, (or brighter, clad 
With what permiffive glory, fincc his fell 451; 
Was left him, or felfc glitter:) all amaz’d 
At that fo hidden blaze , the StygiaK throng 
Bent their afpe£t , and whom they wiih’d beheld , 
Their mighty Chief return’d! loud was th’ acclaim! 
Forth rulh'd in hafte the great confulting Peers , 456 
Rais’d from their dark DivAM, and with like joy 
Congratulant approach’d him ; who with hand 
Silence , and with thefe words attention , won . 

t 

Thrones-, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow’rs! 
For in poflTeflrion fuch, not only of right, 461 
I call ye and declare ye now i rcturn’d- 
Succefsful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Txiunyihant out of this infernal pit 
Abojninable , accurs’d, the houfe otwoe, 465 
And dungeon of our tyrant! now poflTefs, 

As Lords, 5 fpacious world, t’our native Heav’n 
Littfe inferior, by my adventure hard 
Wfth peril great atchiev’d. Long were to tell 
What r* have done, what fuffer’d, with what pain 470 
Voyag’d th* unreal, vaft, unbounded Deep 
Of horrible confufion ! over which 
By ,S I X and Death a broad way now is pav’d 
To expedite your glorious march: but I 
Toil’d out my uncouth pafTage, forc’d to ride 475 
-Th’ untra( 5 table Abyfs , plung’d in the 'womb 
Of unoriginal Night, and Chaos wild : 

That , jealous of their fecrets, fiercely oppos’d 
My journey ftrange , with clamorous uproar 
Protefting fate fupreme: thence,"*how I found 480 
The new created world , which fame in Heav’n 
Long had foretold ; a fabric wonderful I 
Of abfolute perfeftion: therein Man, 

Plac’d in a Paradife, by our exile 

Made happy : him by fraud 1 have feduc’d 48^ 

From his Creator; and, the more t’increafe 

Your 
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Yo’.jr wonder, with ah apple; He thereat 
0:hended , worth your laughter , hath giv’n up 
Both his beloved Man j and all his world , 

To Sin and.DE a th a prey, and fo to us, " 490 
Without our hazard, labor, or alarm; 

To range in, and to dwell, and over man 
To rule, as over all he Ihould have rul'd. 

True is, me alfo he hath judg’d (or rather 
Me not , but the«lfrute ferpent , in whofe lhape 495 
Ivlan 1 deceiv’d ) that which to me belongs , 

Is enmity, which he will put between 
Me and mankind; I am to bruife his heel; 

His feed, when is not fet, ftiall bruife my head."' 
A world who w'ould not purchafe with a bruife, *500 
Or .much more grievous pain? Ye have th’ account 
Of my peformance; What remains, ye Gods, 

But. up and enter now into full blifs? --- 

So having faid , a while he flood , expcdling 


Their univerfal fhout , and high applaufe 505^, 

To fill his ear ; when contrary , he hears 
Gn all fides , from innumerable tongues , ' 

A difmal univerfal hifs, the found .1 

Of public fcorn : he wonder’d , but not long 
Had Icifure, wond’ring at himfelf now more; ^To 
His vifage drawn he felt to Iharp and fpare ; 

His arms clung to his ribs; his legs entwining 
Each other, till fupplanted down he fell; . /' 

A monflrous ferpent on his belly prone, • ' 

Relucflant; but in vain! a greater pow'r 515 r 


Now rul’d him , puniih’d in the lhape he linn’d , * 
According to his doom . He would have fpoke ; ^ - 

But hifs for hifs return’d with forked tongue , ' 

To forked tongue; for now were all transform’d 
Alike, to ferpents all, as acceflbries 510 ^ 

To his bold Riot; dreadful was the din • 

Of hilling through the haH, thick fwarming now 
With complicated aionftcrs h«ad and tail ; 
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N 

Scorpioi, and Afp, and Amphisbaena dire, ' • 
Ceraftes horn’d, Hydrus , and Elops dr«ar, 

And DipTas ( not fo thick fwarm’d once the foil 
Btdrop'd with blood of Gorgon; or the ifle 
Ophiusa) but ftil greateft he the midft, 

Now Dtagon grown ; larger than whom the Sim 
Ingender'd in the Pythian vale on flime, 530 
H^e P‘V T H o N I and his pow’r no lefs he feem’d 
Above the reft ftill to retain ; they\all 
Him follow’d , iftiiing forth to th’ open field ; 

Where all yet left of that revolted rout, 
-Heav’n-fall’n , in ftatioh ftood or juft array* 

Sublime with expectation, when to fee 
In triumph ifluing forth their glorious Chief. 

They faw * but other fight inftcad ! a crowd 
Of ugly ferpents: horror on them fell, 

And horrid fymnathy ; for what they faw. 

They felt themlelves,novv changing : down their arms* 
Down fell both fpear and Ihield , down they asfaft: 
And the dire hlfs renevv’d , and the dire form 
Catch’d by contagion; like in puniihmerit, 

•As in their crime. Thus was th’applaufe they meant. 
Turn'd to exploding hifs* triumph to ftiame, 546 
Call on themfelves from their own mouths. There flood 
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, A grove hard by , fprung up with this their change , 
fHis will, who reigns above l) to aggravate 
Their pennance, laden with fruit, like to that 550 
Which. grew in Paradife, the bait of Eve 
I, Us!d by the tempter: on that profpeCl ftrangc 
•^Tlieir earneft eyes they fix’d; imagining 
• For .one forbidden Tree, a multitude 
i^ lSov/ ris’n , to work them further woe or fliame: 555 
•Yd parch’d with fcalding thirft, and hunger fierce,, 
^■T'hough to delude them fent * could not' abftain ; 
j But on they roll’d in heaps, and up the irces. 
-Climbing, fat thicker than the fnaky'locks 
That curl'd M e g r A : greedily they pluck’d ^60 
The fruitage fair to fight (like that which grew 

' Q Near 
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Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flam’d.: 
This, more delufive, not the touch, but tafle 
Deceiv’d) they foodly thinking to allay 
Their appetite with guft, inftcad of fruit 565 
Chew’d bitter afhes , which th’ amended taftc 
With fpattering noife rejcdled: 6ft they affay’d, 
Hunger and third conllraining; drug’d as oft 
With hatefulleft difrelifh , writh’d their jaws. 

With foot and cinders fiU'd: fo, oft they fell 570 
Into the fame illufion; not as man, [plstgu'd 

Whom they triumph’d , once laps’d. Thus were they 
And worn with famine, long and ceafelefs hifs. 

Till their loft lhape , permitted , they refuni’d : 
Yearly injoin’d, fome fay, to undergo * 575 

This annual humbling certain number'd days , 

To dafti their pride, and joy for man feduc’d. 
However, fome tradition they difpers’d 
Among the Heathen, of their purchaTe got. 

And fabled how the ferpent, whom they call’d 580 
O PH ION, with Eurynome (the wide- 
Encroaching Eve perhaps) had firft the rule 
Of high Olympus; thence by Saturn driv’n , 
And Ops, e’re yet Dict/ean Jove was born. 

Mean while in Paradife the hellifh pair 585 
Too foon arriv’d , S i n , there in pow’r before. 
Once aiftual; now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant; behind her Death, - 
Clofe following pace for pace , not mounted yet 
On his pale horfe: to whom Sin thus began. , 590 

Second of Satan Tpriing, all-conquering Death! 
What think’ft thou of our empire now? Tho’ earn’d 
With travel difficult, nor better far, 

Than ftill at Hell’s dark threlhold t’ have fat watch. 
Unnam’d, undreaded, and thy felf half ftarv’d ? 59s 

Whom 
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Whom thus the fm-born monfter anfwer’d foon ; 
To me, who with eternal famine pine, 

Alike is Hell , or Paradife , or Hearn ; 

There beft, where moft with. ravin I may meet; 
"Which here, tho’- plenteous, all too little fecms 6cO 
To fluff this maw, this vaft un-hide-bound corps. 


To whom th’ inceftuous mother thus reply’d : 

Thou therefore on thefe .herbs , & fruits , & flow’rs 
Feed firft; on each beaft next, and filh, and fowl ; 
No homely morfels/ and whatever thing 605 
The fcithe of T i m e mowes down, devour unfpar’d : 
Till I in man refiding, through the race. 

His thoughts, his looks, words, actions all infeft; 
And feafon him thy laft and fweeteft prey. 


This faid , they both betook them fcveral ways. 
Both to deftroy, .or im-immortal make 61 1 

All kinds ; and -for deftrudlion to mature 
Sooner or later: which th’ Almighty feeing. 

From his tranfeendent feat the Saints among* 

To thofe bright Orders utter’d thus his voice. 'Cry 

Sec ! w'iih what heat thefe dogs of hell advance , 
To wafle and havock yonder world , which I 
So fair and good created; and had ftill 
Kept in that ftate, had not the folly of man 
het in thefe 'wafteful Furies ; who impute Cio 

Folly to ihe: fo doth the Prince of Hell, 

And his adherents, that with fo much cafe 
I fuffer them to enter and poflefs 
A place fo heav’nly, and conniving feem 
To gratific my fcornful enemies, Ciy 

That laugh , as if (tranfported with feme fit 
Of paflion ) I to them had quitted all. 

At random yielded up to their mis-rule ; 

And know not that 1 call’d, and drew them thither, 
My hell-hounds, to lick up the draff, and filth, C30 

Q 2. Which 
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Which man’s polluting fin with taint hath (hed 
On what was pure : till cramm’d & gorg’d, nigh burfij 
With fuck’d and glutted offal , at one fling 
Of thy viftorious arm, wdlrpleafing Son/ 634 
Both Sin, & Death,& yawning G r a v e , at lalt • 
Through Chaos hurl’d, obftrud the mouth of Hell 
For ever, and feal up his ravenous jaws. 

Then , heav’n and earth renew’d , fhall be made pure 
To fandity, that fhall reedve no ftain: 

Till then, the curfe pronounc’d on both precedes. 640 


He ended , and the hcav’nly audience loud 
Sung Hallelujah , as the found of fcas> 

Through multitude that fungi ,, Juft are thy ways, 

„ Righteous are thy decrees all thy works ; 

„ Who can extenuate Thee ? next, to the Son, 645 
,, Dcfiin'd reftorer of Mankind , by whom 
New heav’n and earth fhall to the ages rife ; 

,, Or down from Heav'n defeend . „ Such was their 
While the Creator calling forth by name [fong. 
His mighty Angels, gave. them feveral charge ^ ^50 
As forted beft with prefent- things. The Sun 
Had firft his precept fo to move , fo fhine , 

. As might affed the earth with cold, and heat. 

Scarce tollerablej and from the north to call 
Decrepit Winter ; from the fouth to bring 655 
SoKlitial fummer’s heat.’ To the blanc moon 
Her office they preferib’d ; to th’ other five , ' j 

Their planetary motions i and afpeds , \ 

3 n Sextil, Square, and Trine, and Oppolitc, 

Of noxious efficacy; and when to join ^ 6 o\ 

In fynod mnbenign : and taught the fix’d 
Tlieir influence malignant when to fhow’r ; 

Which of them , rifing with the Sun , or falling , 
.Should prove tempeftuous. To the winds they fet | 
Their corners; ,\yhen WMth blufter to Confound 665 j 
^ .Sea, air, and ihoar: the thunder, when to roll i 
With terror through the dark a,ercal hall. 
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Some fay, he bid his Angels turn afcanfe | 

The Poles of earth, twice ten degrees and naore , 

From the Sun’s axle; they with labor pnfh’d 670. 
Oblique the centfic globe : fonac fay the Suu 

’ Was bid turn from the T^lquinodtial road 
Like diftant breadth toi Taurus, with the fev'a 
A Ti, ANTIC fillers, and the S?artan Twins, 

Up to the Tropic Crab; thence, down amaiu 675, 

By Leo, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn ,, to bring in change 
Of fealbns to each clime: elfc had the fpring 
Perpetual fmil’d on earth with vernant flowers ,, 

Equal in days and nights , except to thofe 680 
Beyond, the Polar circles : to them day 
Had unbenighted flione, while the low Sun 
To recompenfe his diftance, in their fight 
Had rounded dill th’ Horirxm, and not known 
Or call or weft; which had forbid the fnow 685 
From cold Estotil’akd; and fouch as far 
Beneath. Mageilan. At that tailed fruit 
The Sun, as from T uyestean banquet, turn’d.. 

His courfe intended ; elfe how had the world 
Inhabitedr, though finlefs, more than now 690 
Avoided pinching cold, and fcorching heat? 

, Thefe changes in the heav’ns (though flow) produc’d 
L’ke change on fea, and land;- fideral blaft,^ 

Vapor, and mill, and. exhalation hot;, • c 
Corrupt, and peftilentl Now from the north 695 
Of Norumbeq_ue, and the Sam^oed fhpre, 

Burfting their brazen dungeon^ arm’d with ice 
•And fnow, and hailj and llormy gull, and flaw,. 

Boreas., and Csecias, and Argeftes loud» ' 

And Thrafeias, rend the woods, and.feas up-turn; 

With adverfe blall up-turns them from the fouth 701 
Noius, and Afer, black with thundrous clouds 
prom Sierra L i o n a : thwart of thefe, as fierce $ 

Forth rulh the Levant , and the Ponent winds , r . 
gurus , and Zephyr i with their lateraLnoife ,. 705 

; Q 3 ■ " Sirocco , 
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Sirocco, and Libecchio. Thus began 
Outrage from lifelefs things : but Dil'cord firft 
( Daughter of S I N ) among th’ irrational 
Death introduc’d, through fierce antipathy; 

Beaft now with beafi ’gan war, & fowl with fowl, •jio 
And fifh. with filh ; to graze the herb all leaving , 
Devour’d each'ofher; nor flood much in awe 
Of man, but fled him, or with count’nance grim 
Glar’d on -him pafling. Thefe were from without 
The growing miferies , which Adam faw 715 
Already in part, though hid in gloomiefl lhade. 

To forrow abandon’d : but worfe felt within ! 

And in a troubled Tea of paflion toft , 

Thus to disburden fought with fad complaint 


O miferable of happy / is this the end 
Of this new "glorious world , and me fo late ’ 
The glory 'of that glory, wlio now become ■ 
Accurft of blefled? Hide me from the face 
Of God, \Vfrofh to behold Avas then my height 
Of happinefsl 'yet well , if here would end 
The mifery ; I deferv’d it , and Would ’bear 
My own’defervihgs ; hut this will hot ferve/ 

All that I eat’, dr 'drink , or (hall beget , 

Is propagated curfe . O voice Once heard 
Delightfully , Increafe and ; 

Now death to’hear! For what can I incrcafe , 
Or multiply', hut’ curfes on my head? 

Who of all ages' to fuccecd, but feeling 
The evil oif him 'brought by me, will curfe 
My head? ill Fare our ancefl'or impure 1 
For this we may thank Adam/ but his thanks 
Shall be the execration: fo‘ befides 
Mine own. that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a ’fierce reflux on me redound: 

On me, as on ‘f heir natural centre, light: 
Heavy , 'though ’in their place ! ’O fleeting joys 
wf Paradife,- dear bought with lafting woes/ 
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Did I requeft thee , Maker , from my clay , 

To mold me man? Did I follicite thee 
From darkncfs to promote me ? Or here place 745 
In this delicious garden ? As my will 
Concurr’d not to my being, it were but right. 

And equal , to reduce me to my dult , 

Defirous to refign , and render back 

All I receiv’d; unable to perform ' 750 

Thy terms too hard , by Which I was to hold 

The good I fought not . To the lofs of that, 

Sufficient penalty.'' why haft rhou added 

The fenfe of endlefs woes? Inexplicable 

Thy juftice feems. — Yet, to fay truth, too late, 

I thus conteft: then Ihould have been refus’d 756 
Thefe terms , whatever , when they were propos’d : 
Thou didft accept them ; wilt thou enjoy the good , 
Then cavil the conditions? And though God 
M ade thee without thy leave; what if thy fon 760. 
Prove difobedient, and reprov’d, retort. 

Wherefore didft thou beget me ? I fought it not ! 
IVouldft thou admit, for his contempt of thee. 

That proud excufe? Yet him, not thy election, 

But natural neceffity begot. . 765 

God made thee of choice his own , and of his own 
To ferve him ; thy reward was of his grace; 

Thy puniffiment then jnftly is at his will. 

Be it fo.' for I fubmit; His doom is fair. 

That duft I am , and (hall to duft return : 770 

O welcome hour whenever / Why delays 
His hand to execute, what his decree 
Fix’d on this day ? Why do I over-live ? 

Why am I mock’d with death , and lengthen’d out 
To deathlefs pain? How gladly would 1 meet 775 
Mortality my fentence, and be earth 
Infenfiblc.' How glad would lay me down , 

As in my mother’s lap ! Theri I (hpuld reft , 

And fleep fccure: His dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears: no fear of worfc . 7S0 

Q 4 To 
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To me, gnd to my ofF-fpring, would torment me 
With cruel expedtaiion . — Yet one doubt 
Perfues me ftill, left all I cannot die; 

Left that pure breath of life, the fpirit of man. 
Which God infpir’d , cannot together perilh 785 
>^ith this corporeal clod: then, in the grave. 

Or in fome other difinal placd", who knows 
Bht I ftiall die a living death ? Q thought 
Horrid, if true/ Yet why? It was but breath 
Of life that finn’d : what dies , but what had life, 790 
And fm ? The body properly hath neither . 

All of me then ftiall die; let this appeafc 
The doubt , ftnce humaii reach no further knows . 
For though the Lord of all be infinite, 

Is his wrath aHb? Be it i Man is not fo; 795 

But mortal doom’d . How can he excrcifc 
Wrath without end on man, whom death muft end? 
Can he make deathlefs death? That were to make 
Strange contradiction , which to God himlclf 
Impoffible is held; as argument Scoi 

Of weaknefs, notofpow’r. Will he draiy out, 

For anger’s fake, finite to infinite. 

In punilh’d man, to fatisfy his rigor, 

Satisfy’d never? That were to extend 
His fentepce beyojid duft, and nature’s law: 805 

By which all caufes elfe, according ftill 
To the reception of their matter, acft; 

Not to th' extent of their own fphere . Rut fay 
That Death be not one ftrokc , as I fuppos’d , 
Bereaving fenfe: but endlefs mifery 8io 

From this day onward; which I fee! begun, 

Both in me , and without me , and fo lall ' 

Tq' perpetuity Ah mcl That fear 
Comes thundring back with dreadful revolution 
On my defenfelefs head: both Death and 1 8t$; 

Am found eternal, and incorporate both. 

Nor I on my part fingle; in me all 
Poftcrity ftauds <;urft ! Fair patrimony 
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That I muft leave ye , fons / O were I able 
To wafte it all my felf, and leave ye nonej 82.x) 
So difinherited , how would ye blefs 
Me, now your curfe 1 Ah, why fnould all mankind. 
For one man's fault, thus guiltlefs be condemn’d. 

If guiltlefs ? But from me what can proceed , • 

But all corrupt, both mind and will deprav’d, 8zj 
Not to do only, but to will the fame 
With me ? How can they then acquitted (land 
Jn fight of -God ? Him after all difputes 
Forc’d I abfolve: all my evafions vain 
And reafonings, ( tho^ thro’ mazes ) lead me fiill 830 
But to my own convidfion : firft and lalt 
On me , me only , as the fource and fpring 
Of all corruption , all the blame lights due; 

So might the wrath / Fond wifh/ couldft thoufupport 
That burden, heavier than the earth to bear; 835 
Than all the world much heavier; though divided 
W’ith that bad woman ? Thus what thou dcfir’il 
And what thou fear'ft , alike dellroys all hope 
Of refuge; and concludes thee mifcrable. 

Beyond all pall; example , and future : , 840 

To Satan only like, both crime and doom. - 

0 Confcience/ into .what abyfs of fears 

And horrors half thou driv’n me.^ Out of whidji 

1 find no way , from deep to deeper plung’d ! 

Thus Adam to himfelf lamented loud, 845 
Through the flill night; not now '(as e’re man fell) 
Wholfom , and cool, and mild; but with black air 
Accompany’d ; with damps and dreadful gloom; 
Which to his evil confcience reprefented 
All things with double terror. Qn the ground 850 
Outllretch’d he lay, on the cold ground! and oft • 
Curs’d his, creation; Death as oft accus’d , 

Of tardy execution * fince denounc’d 

The day of Jiis offence. Why comes not Death , 

•(S^idfie) with one thrice acceptable ftrokc Sss 
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To end me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her word ? 
Juftice Divine not haften to be juft? 

Bur Death comes not at call , Juftice Divine 
Mends not her floweft pace for pray’rs, or cries/ 

0 woods , O fountains , * hillocks , dales , & bow’rs ! 
With other echo late I taught your fhades 86i 
To anfwer, and refound far other fong! 

Whom thus affli<fled when fad Eve beheld. 

Defolate where ftie fat, approaching nigh. 

Soft words to his fierce paffion fhe afiay’d: 865 

But her with ftern regard he thus repell’d. 

Out of my fight, thou ferpent/ — That name bell 
Befits thee , with him leagu’d ; thy felf as falfe 
And hateful: fiothing wants, but that thy lhapc. 
Like his, and color herpentin e , may Ihew 870 
^’hy inward fraud ; to warn all creatures from thee 
Henceforth; left that too heav’nly form , pretended 
To hellilli falfehood, Inure them ! But for thee 

1 had perfifted happy; had not thy pride 

And wand’ring vanity, when Icaft was fafe, §75 
Rejedled my forewarning, and difdain’d 
Not to be trufied ; longing to be feen , 

Though by the Devil himlelf; him overweening 
To over-reach: but with the ferpent meeting. 

Fool’d and beguil’d, by him thou, I by thee 880 
To trull thee from my fide; imagin’d Avife, 
Conllant, mature, proof againlt all aifaults. 

And iinderfiood not all was but a ihetv , 

Rather than folid virtue; all but a’ rib. 

Crooked by nature, bent (as now’ appears) 885 
More to the part finiller from me drawn; 

Well if thrown out, as fupernumerary 
To my juft number found ! O I why did God, 
Creator wife/ that peopl’d highell Heav’n 
With fpirits mafeuline, create at lalt S90 

This novelty on earth , this fair defedl 

Of 
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Of nature? And not fill the world at once 
With men , as Angels , without feminine ? 

Or find fome other way to generate 
Mankind? This inifchief had not then befall’n, 895 
And more that fhall befal : innumerable 
Difturbances on earth through female fnares , 

And ftrait conjundion with^this fex: for-eiiher 
He never fhall find out fit mate; but fuch 
As fome misfortune brings him, ormiftake; pco 
Or, whom he wilhes moft, lhall feldom gain 
Through her perverfcnefs ; but lhall fee, her gain’d 
By a far worfe: or if fhe love, with-held 
By parents ; or his happielt choice too late 
Shall meet, already link’d, and wedlock-bound 905 
To a. fell adverfary , his hate, or thame: 

Which infinite calamity lhall caufe 

To human life, and houfe-rhold peace confound ! 

He added not, and' from her turn’d — But Eve 
N otfo repuls’d, with tears that ceas’d not flowing, yio 
And trefi'es all diforder’d , at his feet 
Fell humble; and embracing them , befouaht 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

Forfake me not thus, Adam/ Wiinefs Heav’n 
What love fincere, and reverence in my heart ,915 
1 bear thee, and unweeting have offended. 
Unhappily deceiv’d/ Thy fuppliant 
I beg, and clafp thy knees; bereave me not 
( Whereon I live ! ) thy gentle looks , thy aid , 

Thy counfel , in this uttermofl diftrefs, 910 

My only firengtlt , and flay ! Forlorn of thee , 
Whither fhall I betake me, where fubfifl? 

While yet we live , (fcarce one fhort hour perhaps ) 
Between us two let there be peace; both joining 
(As join’d in injuries) one enmity 9^5 

Againft a foe by doom exprefs affign’d us , 

•That cruel ferpent/ On me exerciie not 

- Thy 
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Thy hatred. for this mifery befall’n; 

On me already loft ! Me , than thy felf 

More mifcrable / Both have finn’d ; but thou 930 

Again!! God only; I againft God, and thee; 

And to the place of judgment will return. 

There with my cries importune Heav’n , that all 
The fcntence, from thy head remov’d, may light 
On me, foie caufe to thee of all this woe, "" 935 
'Me, me, only juft objedl of his ire I 

She ended weeping; and her lowly plight 
Immoveable , till peace obtain’d from fault 
Acknowledg’d, and deplor’d, in Adam, wrought 
Commiferation : foon his heart relented 940 

Towards her, his life fo late, and foie delight, 
Now at his feet fubmiflive in diftrefs ! 

Creature fo fair his reconcilement fecking. 

His counfel, (whom (he had difpleas’d ) his aidl 
As one difarm’d , his anger all he loft ; 945 

And thus with peaceful words uprais’d her foon. 

Unwary, and too defirous (as before. 

So now ) of what thou know’ll nor, who defir’ft 
The puniftiment all on rhy felf! Alas/ 

Bear thine own firft; ill able to fuftaia 950 

His full wrath , whofe thou feel’ft as yet Icaft part ; 
And my difpleafure bcar’ft fo ill. If pray’rs 
Could alter high decrees , f to that place 
Would fpeed before thee , and be louder heard , 
That on my head all might be vifited , ' 9JS 
vThy frailty and infirmer fe'x forgiv’n ; 

To me committed, and by me expos’d.. 

But rife ; let us no more contend , nor blame 
Each other; blam’d 'enough elfewhere! But flrive 
In offices of love, how we may liglit’n 960 

Each other’s burthen , in our fliare of woe : 

Since this, day’s death dcijounc’d (if ought I fee). 
Will prove no hidden, but a , evil;, f 
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A long day’s dying to augment our pajn : 

And to our feed (O kaplcfs feed I ) deriv’d, 965 

To whom thus Evk, recov’ring heart, reply’d* • 
Adam, by fad experiment, I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find. 
Found fo erroneous; thence by juft event 
Found fo unfortunate; neverthelefs, 970 

Reltor’d by thee , ( vile as I am / ) to place 
Of new acceptance , hopeful to regain 
Thy love ( the foie contentment of my heart ■ 
Living or dying ) from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breaft are ris’n: 975 

Tending to feme relief of our extremes. 

Or end', though lharp and fad , yet tolerable 
As in our evils , ajid of eafier choice , 

If care of our defeent perplex us moft, 

Which mult be born to certain woe, devour'd 980 
By D E A r H at laft , ( and miferable it is 
To be to others caufe of mifery. 

Our own begotten , and of our loins to bring 
Into this curfed world a woeful race; 

That after wretched life muft be at laft 98^ 

Food for fo foul a monfter : ) in thy pow’r 
It lies yet, e're conception, to prevent 
The race unbleft, to being yet unbegot. 

Childlds thou art, childlefs remain: fo Death 
S hall be deceiv’d his glut; and with us tw'o 990 
Be forc’d to fatisfy his rav’nous maw . 

But if thou judge it hard and difficult , 

Converfing , locking , loving , to abftainh 
From love’s due rites, nuptial embraces fweet. 

And with defirc to languilh without hope, 995 
Before the prefent objedl languifhing 
With like defirc (which would be mifery. 

And torment , Id's than none of what wc dread) 

• Then , both our felves and feed at once to free 
From what we fear for boi^, let us make ftiort, icco 
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Let us feek Death: or he not found , fupply 
With our own hands his office on our felves . 

Why ftand we longer ffiivering under fears , 

That Ihevv no end but death; and have the pow’r 
Of many ways to die, the ffiorteft chufing, icoj 
Deftruftion wdth deftrudion to deftroy ? — 

She ended here, or vehement defpair 
Broke off the red: fo much of death her thoughts 
Had entertain’d, as dy’d her cheeks with pale. 

But Adam, with fuch counfel nothing fway’d, loio 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
Lab’ring had rais’d.; and thus to E v e reply’d . 

Eve, thy contempt of life, and pleafure, feems 
To argue in thee fomething more fublime. 

And excellent, than what thy mind contemns. loij 
But felf-dedru(dion therefore fought, refutes 
That excellence thought in thee: and implies, " 
Not thy contempt, but anguiih, and regret 
For lofs of life, and pleafure, over-lov*d. 

Or if thou covet Death, as utmoft end loio 

Of mifery; fo thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounc’d ; doubt not but God 
H ath wifelier arm’d his vengeful ire , than fo 
To be foreftall’d: much more I fear, left Death, 

So fnatch’d , will not exempt us from the pain xoiy 
We are by doom to pay . Rather , fuch adts 
Of contumacy will provoke the Higheft, 

To make Death in us live/ Then , let us feek 
Some fafer refolution; which methinks 
I have in view , calling to mind with heed 1030 
Part of our fcntence , that „ ihy feed fhall bruife ■ 

,, The Serpent' s head : Piteous amends / unicis 

Be meant (whom I conjedlure) our grand foe, 
Satan: who in the Serpent hath contriv’d 
Againft us this deceit. To crulh his head • 1035 
Would be revenge indeed , which will be loft 

By 
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By death brought on our felves; ; or childlefs days 
Refolv’d , as thou^propofeft : fo , our foe 
Shall fcape his punifhment ordain'd; and wc 
Inftead (ball double ours upon our heads. ,104a ' 
No more be mention’d then of violence 
Againft our felves ; and wilful barrennefs 
That cuts us off from hope ; and favors only 
Rancor, and pride, impatience, and defpite, 
Reludfance againft God, and his juft yoke 1045 
Laid on our "necks. Remember with what mild 
' And gracious temper he both heard , and judg’d 
Without wrath , or reviling ; we expedfed 
Immediate diflblution , which we thought 
Was meant by Death that day; when lo/ to thee 
Pains only in child-bearing were foretold, loji 
And bringing forth ; foon recompens’d with joy , 
Fruit of thy womb : on me the curfe aflope 
Glanc’d on the ground ; with labor I muft earn 
Myibread: what harm ? Idlenefs had been worfc : 

My labor will fuftain me: and left cold, 1056 
Or heat, Ihould injure us, his timely care 
Hath, tinbcfought , provided; and his hands 
Cloath’d us unworthy; pitying while he judg’d. 

How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 1060 
Be open, and his heart to pity incline.^ 

And teach us further by what means to Ihun 
Th’ inclement feafons,. rain, ice, hail and fnow ; 
Which now the sky , with various face , begins 
To fhew us, in this mountain; while the winds 1065 
Blow moift and keen , Ihattering the graceful locks 
Ofihefe fair-fpreading trees; which bids us feek 
Some better Ihrowd, forae better warmth, to ckerifti 
Our limbs benumm’d; e’rc this diurnal ftar 1069 
Leave cold the night , how we his gather’d beams 
Refleded, may with matter fere foment; 

Or, by collifion of two bodies, grind 
The air attrite to fire; as late the clouds 
Jullling, or pulh’d with winds, rude in their fhock 

Tine 
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Tine the flant lightning; whofe thwart flame driv’n 
down, « u- 1075 

Kindles the gummy bark of Fir, and Pine; 

And fends a comfortable heat from far. 

Which might fupply the Sun . Such fire to ufe , 

And what may elfe be temedy^ or cure 
To evils, which our owm misdeeds have wrought; 

He will inftrucfl us praying, and grace ic8f 
Befceching him . So as we need not fear 
To pafs commodioufly this life, fuftain’d 
By him with many comforts ; till we end 
In diift, our final reft, and native home!^ loSj 
What better can we do , tBan to the place 
Repairing where he judg’d us, proftratc fall ' 

Before him reverent; and there confefs ' 

Humbly our faults, and pardor^beg; with tears 
Wat’ring the ground, and without fighs the air 1090 
Frequenting , fent from hearts contrite , in fign 
Of forrow unfeign’d , and humiliation meek ? . 

Undoubtedly he will relent , and turn 
From his dirplcafure : in whofe look ferene , 

When angry moft he fecm’d, andxmoft fevere , 1095 
\Vhat elfe but favor, grace and mercy fhone? 

^So fpake our father penitent: nor Eve 
Felt Icfs remorfe. They forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he judg’d them , proftrate fell 
Before him reverent; and both confcfs'd iroo • | 
Humbly their faults ; and pardon begg’d; with tears 
■Wat’ring the ground; and with their fighs the air 
Frequenting , fent from hearts contrite ; in fign j 

Of forrow unfeign’d , and humiliation meek * 1 

Jhc tnd of the tenth Beok, I 
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pX RADISH LOST. 

BOOK XI. 

The argument. 

Son of God prefents to Hit F A T H e ti the prayeft 
' our firfi parents now repenting , and intercedes fat 
“t ; God accepts them, but declares that they mujl , 
abide in Paradife : fends Michael with a 
cherubim to difpojfefs them j but firfi to reveal 
m future things : Michad’f coming down . 

j Jhews to Eve certain ominous figns : he difcerns 

ichael’i approach', goes out to meet him: the Angel 

their departure. Eve’x Lamentation. Adam 

, fubmits : the Angel leads him up to a high 
' ; and Jets before him in vifion •what fhall happen 
the Flood , 

HUS they, in lowlieft plight, repentant 
flood 

Praying; for, from' the mercy-feat above, 
Prevenicnt grace dcfcending , had re- 
mov’d 

llony from their hearts, and made new fleih 
nerate grow inftead ; that flghs tiow breath’d 5 
_ which the fpirit of pray’r 
d, and wing’d for Heav’n with fpecdier flight' 
Ipudeft oratory,' Yet their port 
mean fuitors j nor important lefs 
M their petition, than \yhen ch’antient pair 10 
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In fables old (lefs antient yet than thefc) 
Deucalion, and chafte P y r r h a , to tcftorc 
The race of mankind drown’d, before the (hrine 
Of Themis flood devout. To Heav’n their pray’rs 
Fl?w up, nor mifs'd the way , by envious winds 15 
Blown vagabond , or fruftrate : in they pafs’d 
Dimenfionlefs thro’ hcav’nly doors ; then clad 
With incenfc , where the golden altar fum’d , 

By their gre‘at Interceflor, came in fight 

Before the F a t h e r ’ s throne : them the glad Son 

Prefenting, thus to intercede began. 21 

See, Father , what flrft fruits on earth are fprung 
From thy implanted grace in man I thefe fighs 
And pray’rs, which in this golden cenfer, mix’d 
With incenfe, I thy Prieft before thee bring: ij 

Fruits of more pleafing favor, from thy feed 
Sown with contrition in his heart , than thofe 
Which (his own hand manuring) all the trees 
Of Paradife could have produc’d, e’re fall’n ■ 

From innocence. Now therefore, bend thine car 30 
To fupplication j hear his lighs though mute ! 
Unskilful with what words to pray, let me 
Interpret for himj me, his advocate 
And propitiation; all his works on me. 

Good or not good, ingraft: My merit thofe 
Shall perfcifl; and for thefe, my death (hall pay. 
Accept me; and in me, from thefe receive 
The fmell of peace tow’rd mankind : let him live * 
Before thee reconcil’d , ( at leaft his days 
Number’d) tho’ fad; till Death (his doom, which I 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverfe) 41 

To better life fliall yield him; where with me 
All my Redeem’d may dwell, in joy, and blifs; 
Made one with me, as 1 with thee am one. 

T o whom the F A T H E R , without cloud, ferene. 45 
All thy requeft for man, accepted Son , 

Obtain *, 
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Obtain; all thy requeft was my decree. 

But longer in that Paradife to dwell. 

The law I gave to nature him forbids. 

Thofe pure immortal elements, that know 50 

No grofs , no unharmonious mixture foul , 

Ejedhim, tainted now; and purge him off> 

(As a diftemper) grofs, to air as grofs. 

And mortal food , as may difpofe him heft 
For dilTolution wrought by (in , that firft* 

Diftemper’d all things and of incorrupt, 

Corrupted . I» 3t firrt , with two fair gifts 
Created him endow’d, with happinefs* 

And immortality: that, fondly loft. 

This other, fervid but to eternife woe, 60 

Till I provided Death : fo Death becomes 

His final remedy: and after life 

Try‘d in ftiarp tribulation, and refin’d 

By faith , and faithful works , to fecond life , 

(Wak’d in the renovation of the juft) 

Refigns him up, With heav’n and earth renew’d. 

But let US call to fynod all' the Bleft, [hide 
Thro’ Heav’n’s wide bounds: from them I will not 
My judgments, how with mankind I proceed; 

As how with peccant Angels late they faw, 70 
And in their ftate , tho’ firm , ftood more confirm'd. 

He ended , and the Son gave fignal high 
To the bright Mlnifter .that watc’hd : he blew 
His trumpet (heard in Oti.E6 fince , perhaps. 

When God defeended; &, perhaps, once more 75 
To found at general doom.) Th’ Angelic blaft 
Fill’d all the regions : from their blifsful bow’rs 
Of amarantin lhadc, fountain or fpring. 

By the waters of life , where-e’er they fat 
In fellowfhips of joy , tiie fons of light 80 

Hafted,* reforting to the fummons high, 

And took their feats: till from his Throne fupreme 
Th’ Almighty thus pronounc’d his fev’reign Will. 

R O 
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O Sons/ Itke one of Us man is become 
To know both good and evil , fince his tafte 85 
Of that defended fruit ; tut let him boaft 
His knowledge of good loft, and evil got; 

Happier /.'h«d it fuffic’d him to have known 
Good by it felf, and evil not at all. 

He forrows now, -repents, and prays contrite; 90 
My motions in -him : longer than they move, 

-His heart I know how variable, and vain. 

Self-left. Left therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alfo of the Tree of Life, and eat. 

And live for ever , ( dream at leall to live 95 

For ever) to remove him I decree. 

And fend him from the garden forth, to till 
The ground whence he was taken ; fitter foil. 

Michael, tliis my beheft have thou in charge ‘ 
Take to thee from among the^ Cherubim 100 

Thy choice of flaming warriors ^ left the Fiend , 
(Or in behalf of man, or to invade 
Vacant poflefllon,) fome new trouble raife. 

Hafte thee ! and from the Paradife of G o d 
W ithout remorfe drive out the finful pair; 105 
From hallow’d ground th’ unholy : and denounce 
, To them, and to their progeny , from thence , 
Perpetual baniftiment. Yet left they faint. 

At the fad fentence rigoroufly urg’d, 

( Foi* I behold them foften’d , and with tears no 
Bewailing their cxcefs) all terror hide. 

Jf patiently thy bidding they -obey, 

Difinifs them not difconfolate ; reveal 
To Adam what (hall come in future days. 

As I fhall thee inlightcn : intermix US 

My cov’nant in the woman’s feed renew’d ; 

So fend them forth , tho’ forrowing , yet in peaces 
And on the eafl-fide of the garden place, 

(Where entrance up from Eden eafieft climbs) 
Cherubic watch ; and of a fword the flame ito 

Wide- 


1 

Book XI. P A R A D I S E L’O S T. % 6 i ' 

Wide-waving, all approach far off to fright. 

And guard all paffage to the Tree of Life; • 

Lett Haradife a receptacle prove 
To fpirits foul, and all my trees their prey; 

With whofe ftol'n fruit man once more to delude, izj 

V 

He ceas'd ; and th’ Arch- Angelic Pow’r prepar’d 
For fwift defeent : with him the cohort bright 
Of watchful Cherubim : four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus; gll their ttiape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than thofc 130 
Of Argus, and mere wakeful than to drouxe , 

Charm’d w'ith A r c a o i a n pipe , the paft’ral reed 
Of H E R M E s , or his opiate rod . Mean-while , 

To re-falute the world with facred light 134 

Leucothea wak’d; and with frefti dews imbalm'd 
The earth; when Aoaw, and firft matron Eye, 

Had ended now their ^trifons’; and found 
Strength added from above; new hope to fpring 
Out of defpair; joy, hut with fear yet link’d: 

Which thus to Evs his w’cleome words renew’d. 140 

Eve, eafily may faith admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy, from Heav’n defeends: 

But , that from us ought (hould afeend to Hcav’n , 

So prevalent, as to concern the mind 

Of God high-bleft, or to incline hs Will, 145 

Hard to beli^ may feem : yet, this will pray’r. 

Or one* fliort ligh of human breath, up-born 
Ev’n to the feat'of God. For fince I fought 
By pray'r th’ offended Deity t’appcafc; 

Kneel’d, and before him humbl'd all my heart, rjQ 
Methought I faw him placable, and mild. 

Bending his ear; perfuaffon in me grew 
Thit I was heard with favor; peace return’d 
Home' to my breaft ; and to my memory 
His promife, that “thy feed fhall bruife ourfoe:” r5j 
Which , then not minded in difnaay , yet now 

. R 3 Affincs 
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Aflurcs me that the bitternefs of Death 

Is paft, and we fhah live. Whence, hail to thee/ 

Eve rightly call'd, mother of all manjand. 

Mother of all things living, finqc by thee ida 

Man is to live; and all things live for man.'.^ 

To whom thus Eve, v/ith fad demeanor meek: 
111 worthy I, fuch title (hould belong 
To me tranfgreflbr , who, for thee ordain’d. 

A help, became thy fnare: to me reproach 165 
Rather belongs, diftruft , and all difpraife . 

But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 

That I, who firft brought d^ath on all, am grac’d 
The fource of life ; nepU: favourable thou , 

Who highly thus t’ intitle me vouchfafit; 170 
Ear other name deferying / But the field 
To labor calls us, now with fweat impos’d. 
Though after IJceplefs night for fee / ihe marn , 
All unconccrn’d with our unrelt , begins 
Her rofy progrefs fmiling: let us foim; 175 

I never from thy fide henceforth to ftray , 
Where-e’er pur days work lies; though now enjoin’d 
Laborious, till day droop; while here we dwell., 
What can be toilfom in tbefe pleafant walks ? 

Here let us live, though in fall’n Bate, content ! tSd 

So fpake, fo wifh’d much- humbl'd Eve; but Fate 
Subfcrib’d not: Nature firft gave ftgns, iotprefs’d 
On bird, beaft, air; air fuddenly. eclips’d, 

After ftiort bJufti of morn ; nigh in her fight, 

The bird of Joye» ftoop’d horn his aery tour, 18 j 
Two birds of gaycft plume before him drove. 

Down from a hill the beaft that reigns in woods 
( Firft hunter then ) perfu’d a gentle brace , 

Goodlicft of all the foreft, hart and hind; 

Direcft to th’eaftern gate was bent their flight. 190 
A p A M obferv'd , and with his eye the chafe 
Perfuin^, not unmov’d, to Eyb thus fpake. 
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O Eve! fome further change awaits us nigh , 
Which Hcav’n, by thefc mute figns in nature, fliews 
Forerunners of his purpofe : or to warn 195 

Us , haply too fecure , of our difeharge 
From penalty, becaufe from Death rfcs’d 
Some d^frys : how long , and what till then our life , 
Who knows Or more than this, that' we arc duft'. 
And thither muft return and be no more? loo 
Why elfe this double objeft in our fight,. 

Of flight perfu’d in th’air, and o’er the ground. 

One w'ay the felf-fame hour? Why in the eaft 
Darknefs c’re day’s mid-courfe ? And morning-light 
More orient in yon weftern cloud , that draws loj 
Q’er the blue firmament a radiant white; 

And flow defeends, with fomtflhing heav’niy fraught? 

He err‘d not; for by this the heav*nly bands 
Down from a sky of jafper lighted now 
In Paradife, and on a hill made halt; aio 

A glorious apparition/ had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm’d Apam’s eye. 

Not that more glorious , when the Angels met 
Jacob, in Mahanaim, where he faw 
The field pavilion’d with his guardians bright: ^ arj 
Nor that , which on the flaming mount appear’d 
In Dothan, cover’d with a camp of fire , 

Again ft the Syrian King ; who to furprize 
One man, aflaflinc like, nad levy’d war; 

War unproclaim’d . The Princely Hierarch lio 
In their bright ftand there left his Pow’rs , to feife 
Pofielfion of the garden: he, alone. 

To find where Aoam fhelter’d, took his way; 

Not unperceiv’d of Adam, who to Eyb , 

While the great vifitant approach’d, thus fpake. 225 

Eve, now expeft great tidings , which perhaps 
Of us will foon determine ; or impofe 

New laws to be obferv’d: for I defery, 
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From yonder blazing cloud'that veils the hill. 

One of the heav’nly holt , and by his gait 139 

None of the meanell : fome great Potentate , 

Or of the Thrones above; fuch majefty 
Invefts him coming ! yet not terrible , 

That I ihould fear, nor fociably mild. 

As Raphael, that I fhould much confide, 135 
But folemn and fublime : whom not t’ offend , 

With reverence I muft meet, and thou retire . 


He ended , and th' Arch-Angel foon drew nigh , 
Not in his fhape cqeleftial, but as man 
Qad to meet man : over his lucid arms 240 

A military veft of purple flow’d. 

Livelier than Meliboean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by Kings and Heroes old 
in time of truce: Iris had dipp’d the wooff: 
Hisftarry helm unbuckl’d, (hew’d him prime 245 
In manhood , where youth ended : by his fide 
( As in a glift’ring Zodiac ) hung the fword , 

Satan’s dire dread ; and in his hand the fpcar . 

Adam bow’d low: he. Kingly, from his ftate 
Inclin’d not, but his coming thus declar’d, 250 

Adam! Heav’n’s high beheft no preface needs : 
Sufficient that thy pray’rs are beard, and Death, 
(Then due by fentence when thou didft tranfgrefs) 
Defeated of his feifure, many days 
(Jiv’n thee of grace, wherein thou may'll repent, 255 
And one bad aft with many deeds well done 
May’ll cover: well may then thy Lord, appeas’d, 
Redeem thee quite from Death’s rapacious claim . 

But longer in this Paradife to dwell 
Permits not: to remove ihee I am come, ' z6q 
A nd fend thee from the garden forth , to till 
The ground whence thou waft taken , fitter foil ! 
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He added not; for Adam at the news ' 

Heart-ftruck with chilling gripe of furrow flood, 

That all his fenfes bound 1 Evb, who unfeen 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Difeover’d foon the place of her retire . 

O unexpe<fled flroke , worfe than of Death ! 

^uft I thus leave thee , Paradife ? thus leave 
Thee, native fpil, thefe happy walks and lhades, 170 
Fit haunt of Gods ? where 1 had hope to fpend, 

Quiet , though fad , the refpit of that day 
That muft be mortal to us both / O flow’rs , 

That never will in other climate grow; 

My early vifitation, and my lafl 27 j 

At ev'n , which I bred up with tender hand • 

From the lirft op'ning bud , and gave ye names ! 

Who now lhall rear ye to the Sun, or rank 
Your tribes, and water from th’ambroflal fount 
Thee laftly , nuptial bow’r, by me adorn’d 280 
With what to light or fmell was fweet/ from thee 
How fliall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower world ; to this obfeure , 

And wild ? How vfliall we breathe in other ait 
Lefs pure, accuflom’d to immortal fruits s* 

Wliom thus the Angel interrupted mild ; 

Lament not, Eve, but patiently rclign 
What juflly thou haft loft : nor fet thy heart 
Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine. 

Thy going is not lonely; with -thee goes ipq 
Thy husband ; him to follow thou art bound : 

Where he abides , think there thy native foil , 

Adam, by this from the cold fudden damp 
Reeov’ring , and his fcatier’d fpirits return’d. 

To M I c H A E i thus his humble words addrefs’d. 295; 

R 5 CceleftialJ 
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Cceleftial/ whether among the Thrones, or nam’d 
Of them the higheft ; for fu'ch of lhape may feem 
Prince above Princes/ Gently haft thou told 
Thy meflage , which might clfe in telling wound , 

And in performing end us, what befides 300 

Of forrow, and ^ejedion , and defpair. 

Our frailty can fuftain, thy tidings bring. 

Departure from this happy place ( our fweet 
Rcccfs, and only confolation left 
Familiar to our eyes/) all places elfe 305 

Inhofpitable appear, and defolate; 

Nor knowing us, nor known . And if by pray’r 
Inceftant , I could hope to change the will 
Of him who all things can , I w'ould not ccafc 
To weary him with my affiduous cries. 310 

But pray’r againft his abfolute decree 
No more avails, than breath againft the wind; 

Blown ftifling back on him that breaths it forth: 
Therefore to his great bidding I fubmit. 

This moft afflids me, that departing hence, 315 
As froni his face I fliall be hid , depriv’d 
His blcfted count’nance/ Here I could frequent 
With worftiip , place by place , whefe he vouchfaf’d 
Prefence Divine-: and to my fans relate; 

,, On this mount he appear’d ; under this tree 320 
„ Stood vifibl’e; among thefe pines his voice 
„ I heard; here with liim at this fountain talk’d.,. 

So many grateful altars I would rear 

Of grafty turf; and pile up every ftone 

Of luffre, from the brook; in memory, 325 

Or monument to ages: and thereon 

Offer fweet-fmelling gums, and fruits, and flow’rs. 

In yonder nether world where fliall I feek 
H is bright appearances , or foot-ftep trace? 

For though 1 fled him angry , yet recall’d 330 

To life prolong’d , and promis’d race, I now 
Gladly behold , though but his utmoft skirts 
Of glory, and far off his fieps adore. 

Tq 
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To whom thus M i c h*a e l with ‘regard benign . 
Ad AM I thou know’ft Heav’n his, and all the earth. 
Not this rock only . His Qfnniprefence fills 33$ 
Land , fca , and air , and every kind that lives , 
Fomented by his virtual pow’r, and warm’d. 

All th' earth he gave thee to pofTefs , and rule : 

No defpicable gift ! furmife not then 340 

His prefence to thefe narrow bounds confin’d 
Of Paradifc , or Eden: this* had been , 

Perhaps thy Capital Seat, from whence' had fpread 
All generations ; and had thither come 
From all the ends of th' earth, to celebrate 345 
And reverence thee their great progenitor*. 

But this prae-emjnence thou half lolt , brought down 
To dwell on even ground now with thy Tons. 

Yet doubt not but in valley , and in plain , 

• God is as here, and will be found alike 350 

Prefent , and of his prefence many a fign • 

Still following thee, flill compaiTing thee round 
With goodnefs , and paternal love , his face 
Exprefs, and of his fteps the track divine. ' 

Which that thou may’ft believe, & be confirm'd 355 
E’re thou from hence depart, know,. I ani fent 
To ihew thee what lhall come in future days 
To thee, and to thy offspring: good wiih bad 
Exped to hear, fupernal grace contending 
With finfulnefs of men; thereby to learn 360; 
True patience, and to temper joy, with fear 
And pious forrow, equally inur'd 
By moderation cither flate to bear, 

Profperous or adverfe ; fo lhalt thou lead 
Safeft thy life, and beft prepar’d indure 365; 

Thy mortal paflage when it comes. Afcend 
This, hill. Let Eve ( for I have drencli’d her eyes) 
Hdc fleep below , while thou to forefight wak’lt , 

As once thou flept’ll whilll ihe to life was ferm’d . 

To 
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To whom thus Adam gratefully reply'd. 370 
Afctnd, I follow ihcc, fafe Guide/ the path 
Thou lead’ll me ; and to the hand of Heav’n fabmit. 
However chaft’ning: to the evil , turn 
My obvious bread ; arming to overcome 
By fufFering, and earn red from labor won : 37 j 

If fo I may attain! So both afcend, 

In the vifions of G o d . It was a hill. 

Of Paradife the highed; from whofe top 
The hemifphere of earth , in cleared kert , 

Stretch’d out to th’ampied reach of profped lay. 380 
Not high’r that hill , nor wider looking round , 
Whereon (for diderent caufe) the tempter fet 
Our fccond Adam, in the wildernefs; 

To fhew him all earth’s kingdoms, and their glory. 
His eye might there command wherever dood 385 
City, of old or modern fame, the feat 
Of mightied empire: from the dellin'd walls 
Of C A M s A L u , feat of Cathaian Cham; 

And Samarcakd by Oxus.Temir’s throne ; 
To Pekin, of Sinaan Kings ; and thence 390 
To Agra, and L a h o r , of great M o c v l ; 
Down to the golden Chersonese: or where 
The Persian in E c b a x a n fat ; or fince 
In^H Ispahan: or, where the Russian Kviar 
In Moscow; or the Sultan in Bixance; 395 
Turchestan - b’orn : nor could his eye not ken 
* Th’ empire of Negus, to his utmod port 
.'Ercoco; and the lefs maritim Kings, 

M o N B A z A , and Q u i l o a , and M e 1 1 n d , 

And S o F A L A ( thought O p h i r ) to the realm 400 
Of Congo, and Angoj,a, farthed fouth : 

Or thence, from Niger flood to Atlas mount. 
The Kingdoms of Almansor, Fez, and Sus, 
Morocco, and A l g i E r-s , and Tremisen; 
Or Europe thence , & where Rome was to fway 
The world: in fpirit perhaps he alfo law 406 

Rich 
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Rich Mexico, the feat of Montezume, 

And Cusco in Peru, the richer feat 
OfAxABALiPA : and yet unfpoil’d 
Guiana; whofe * great city G e r y o n *s fons 410 
Call El Dorado. But to nobler fights , ' 
Michael from A d a m ’s eyes the hltn remov’d , 
Which that falfe fruit that promis’d clearer fight 
Had bred; then purg’d with cuphrafy and rue 
The vifual nerve , for he had much to fee; 415 
And from the well of life three drops inflill’d. 

So deep the pow’r of thefe ingredients pierc’d 
( Ev’n to the inmofi feat of mental fight ) 

That Adam, now inforc’d to clofe his eyes. 

Sunk down, and all his fpirits became intr-ans’d: 410 
But him the gentle Angel by the hand 
Soon rais’d, and his attention thus recall’d. 

A D A M , now ope thine eyes ; and firft behold 
Th’ cfFeds , which thy original crime hath wrought 
In fome to fpring from thee; whenever touch’d 425 
Th’ excepted tree; nor with the fnake confpir’d; 

Nor finn’d thy fin : yet from that fin derive 
Corruption, to bring forth more violent d?eds. 

His ey«s he open’d, and beheld a field. 

Part arable and tilth , whereon were Ihcaves 430 
New reap’d: the other part, iheep- walks and Folds: 
r th’midft, an altar, as the land-mark, Rood, 
kuftic, of grafiy fod; thither anon 
A fweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
Firft fruits, the green ear, & the yellow iheaf, 435 
Uncull’d, as came to hand. A Ihcphcrd next. 

More meek, came with the firftlings of his flock, 

Choiceft and belt: then faciificing, laid 

The inwards and their fat, with incenfc ftrew’d , 

On the cleft wood , and all due rites perform’d . 440 
His off ring foon propitious fire froni heav’n 




Con- 


170 PARADISE LOST. Book X !. 

Confum’d, with nimble glance, and grateful fteam. 
The other’s not, for his was not fincerc. 

\^’hereat he inly rag'd , and as they talk’d » 

Smote him into the midriff with a ftone, 445 
That beat out life : h6 fell , and deadly pale 
Groan'd out his foul , with gufhing blood effus'd/ 
Much at the fight was Adam in his heart 
Pifmay’d, and thus in hafte to th’ Angel cry’d , 

O Teacher! fome great mifehief hath befall’n 4^0 
To that meek man, who well had facrific’d: 

Is piety thus, and pure devotion paid? 

T’whom Michael thus (he alfo mov’d) reply’dl 
Thefe two are brethren , Adam, and to come 
Oiit of thy loins : th’ unjuft the juft hath (lain ; -45 J 
For envy , that his brother’s offering found 
From Heav’n acceptance : but the bloody faeft 
Will be aveng’d; and th’ other’s faith approv'd, 

Lofe no reward , though here thou fee him die. 
Rolling in duft and gore. To Which our fire. 460 

Alas , both for the deed and for the caufe / 

But have I now feen D e A t h is this the way 
1 muft return to native duft? O light 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold'. 

Horrid to think, how horrible to feel! 46 ^ 

T o whom thus Michael. Death thou haft feen 
In his firft fhape on man : but many lhapes 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim cave : all difmal! yet to fenfc 
More terrible at th’ entrance , than within . 470 

Some (as thou faw’ft) by vident ftroke fliall die; 

By fire, flood, famine: by intemperance more 
In meats and drinks , which on the earth fhall bring 
Difeafes dire : of which a monftrous crew 
Before thee (hall appear ; that thou may’ll know 475 

What 
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What mifcry th’in-abftinence of Eve 
S hall bring oh men. Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appear’d, fad , noifom , dark, 

A laiar-houfe it feem’d ; wherein were laid 
Numbers of all difeas’d ; all maladies 
Of eaftly fpafm , or racking torture, qnalmcs 
Of neart-fick agony , all feav’rous kinds , 
Conyiilfions, epilepfics, fierce catarrhs, 
jnteftin (lone, and ulcer, cholic-pangs, 

Daemoniac phrenzy , moaping melancholy; 

And moon flruck madnefs, pining atrophy, 
Marafmus, and wide- walling peililence, 

Dropfies, andafthma’s, and joint-racking rheumsi 
Dire was the tolling ! deep the groans / iSespair 
Tended the fick bulieft from couch to couch: 490 

And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook ; but delay’d to flrike , though oft invok’d 
With vows, as their «hiet good, and final hope. 
Sight fo deform what heart of rock could long 
Dry-ey’d behold > Adam could not , but wept , 495 
Though not of woman born ; compaffion quell’d 
His bell of man , and gave him up to tears 
A fpace ; till firmer thoughts rellrain’d excefs , 

And fcarce recovering words his plaint renew’d. 

O rhiferable mankind I to what fall 50* 

Degraded , to what wretched Hate referv’d 5 
Better end here unborn ! Why is life giv’n 
To be thus wrelled from us? rather, why 
Obtruded on us thus ? who , if we knew 
What wc receive, would either not accept 505 
Life offer’d } or foon beg to lay it down ; 

Clad to be fo difmill in peace. Can thus 
Th’ image of God in man, (created once 
So goodly and ered , though faulty fince ; ) 

To fuch unfightly fufferings be debas’d , 510 

Under inhuman pains ? Why Ihould not man , 
Retaining Hill divine fimilitudc 
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In part, from fuch deformities be free. 

And for his Maker’s Image fake exempt ? 

Their Maker’s Image, anfwer’d Michael, then 
Forfook them, when thcmfelves they vilify 'd 516 
To ferve unsovern’d appetite: and took 
His image whom they ferv’d, a brutilh vice, 
Indudlive mainly to the fin of Eve ; 

Therefore fo abjed is their punilhment, 5x0 

Disfiguring not God’s likenefs, but their own; 

Or if his likenefs, by tliemfelves defac’d. 

While they pervert pure nature’s healthful rules 
To loathfome ficknefs; worthily, fince they 
God’s Image did not reverence in themfelves. 515 
\ 

I yield it juft, faid Adam, and fubmit/ 

But is there yet no other way , befides 
Thefe painful paffages, how we may come 
To death, and mix with our connatural dull? 

There is, faid Michael, if ihou well obfcrve 530 
The rule of not too much; by temperance taught 
In w'hat thou cat’ll and drink’ll; fecking from thence 
Due nourilhment, not gluttonous delight: 

Till many- years over thy head return. 

So maylt thou live; till like ripe fruit thou drop 535 
Into thy mother’s lap; or be with cafe 
Gather’d, not harihly pluck’d, for. death mature. 
This is old age: but then, thou muft outlive 
Thy youth, thy ftrength, thy beauty ; which will change 
To wither’d, weak, and gray: ihv fenfes then 540 
Obtufe, ail tafte of pleafure muft rorego , 

To W'hat thou haft; and for the air of youth, 

( Hopeful , and chearful ) in thy blood w'ill reign 
A tneiancholy damp of cold, and dry, 

To weigh the fpirits down ; and lalt confume 54J 
The balm of life. To whom our anceftor. 


Hence- 


Bsok XI. PARADISE LOST. ij. 

Henceforth I fly not Death, nor would prolone 
Life much: bent rather, how I may be quit ^ 
Faireft and eafieft of this cumbrous charge ' ' 
Which d mull keep till my appointed dfy ’ ,,0 

Of rendring up , and patiently attend 
My dilTolution! Michael reply’d. 

T thou 

Live well: how long, or Ihort, permit to Heav’n 

And now prepare thee for another fight. j 

He look’d* and faw a fpacious plain, wherenn 
Were tents of various hue: by feme. were, herds 
Of ottle grazing: others, whence the found 
Of inhruments, that made melodious chime 
U as heard, of Harp, and Organ, and who mov^d <60 
Their flops and chords was feen: his volant touch 
^ftind through all proportions , low and high • 
Fled and perlu d tranfverfe Uie refonant fugue ' 

In other part, flood one who at the for4 
Lab ring two malfy clods of iron and bWs - Me 
Had melted ( whether found where cafual lire ^ ^ 
Had wafted woods on mountain, or in vale 
Dovvn to the , veins of earth , thence gliding ’hot 

To fome caves mouth , or whether waOi’d by flream 
From under-ground the liquid ore he dreinV Ao 
Inm fit molds prepard, from which he form’d 
Firft his own too s, then what might elfe be wronWit 
Fuhl, or pv'n in metal. Afrcr?hefe, 

(8ut on the hither fide) a different fort 
From the high neighb ’ring hills, which was their feat 
Down to the pla,n defeended : by their guife ci6 
Juft men they feem’d , and all their fludf bent 
To ^'orlhip God aright, and know his works 

‘ "“i‘ laft, which might preferve 

Freedom and peace to men: they on the pbin <So 

"'alk’d, when from the torus , behold I 
A bevy of fau women, richly gay 

* In. 
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In gems and wanton drefs; to th'harp they fung 
Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came On : 

The men, tho’ grave, ey’d them, &let their eyes 585 

Rove without rein , till in the amorous net 

Firft caught , they lik’d , and each his liking chofc : 

And now of love they treat, till th’ev’ning ftar 
(Love’s harbinger) appear’d: then, all in heat 
They light the nuptial torch , and bid invoke 590 
H YMt N, then firft to marriage rites invok'd: 

"With fcaft and mufic all the tents refound. 

Such happy interview, and fair event 
Of love and youth not loft, fongs, garlands, flow’rs. 
And charming fymphonies, attach’d the heart 595 
Of Adam, ( foon inclin’d t’ admit delight , 

The 'oent of Nature / ; which he thus expreft . 

True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bleft/ 

Much better, feeois this viuon>, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than thofe two paft: doo 
Thofc were of hate, & death ,' or pain much worfe; 
Here Nature feeins fulfill’d in all her ends. 

To whom thus Michael. Judge not what is beft 
By pleafurc, though to nature feeming meet. 

Created, asithou art, to nobler end, 605 

Holy and pure, - conformity, divine/. 

Thofe rents thou faw’ft fo pleafant, were the tents 
Of wickednefe,^ wherein (hall dwell his race 
Wlio flew his brother : ftudious they appear 
Of arts' that polifh life , inventors rare; , . 610 

Unmindful of their Maker, though hisi S.p i m t 
T aught them ; but they his gifts acknowledg’d none . 
Vet they a bca^utcous offspring (hall beget ; 
hor tliat fair female troop thou faw’ft ^ that feem’d • 
Of Go^ldolTes , fo.bhthe , 'fo-fmooth , fo gay, ‘ ^ 615 
Yet empty -of all good, wherein confifts V 

Woman’s domeftic honor, and chief praife.-, 

Bred onjy, and completed, to rhe taljc 

Of 
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Of luftful appetence t to ling , to dance , 

To drefs , & troule the tongue , & roll the cyfc ; 6jo 
To thefe , that foher race of men ( whofe lives 
Religious, titled them the fons of God) 

Shall yield up all their virtue , all their fame , 

Ignobly / to the trains, and to the fmilcs 
Of thefe fait Atheifts; and now fwim in joy, 615 
( E're long to fwim at large ) and laugh : for which • 
The world e’re long a world of tears mull weep / 


To whom thus Adam, of Ihort joy bctpft. 

O pity and (hame ! that they , who to Jive well 
Enter’d fo fair, ihould turn afide to tread 
Paths indired^ or in the mid way faint! 

But ftill I fee the tenor of man’s woe 
Hold on the fame , from woman to begin . 

From man’s cfFeminate llacknefs it begins , 

(Said th’ Angel) who ihould better hold his place 
By wifdom, and fu peri or > gifts receiv'd: 6^6 

But now prepare thee for another fccnc^ 


He look’d , and fav^ wide territoryfpread 
Before him , towns and rural works between ; 

Cities of men , with lofty gates arrd tow'rs; » • ' 640 
Concourfe in arms; fierctf: faces threatniftgiWar ; ' ' 

Giants of mighty bone, and bold emprifer ' 

Part wield their Arms, part curb the foaming’ ftecd: 
Single, or in array orbattle rang’d, 

Both Hotfe and Foot; 'nor idlymuft’ring flood: 645 
One way, a Band feled from forage drives • 

. A herd of beeves, fair oxen, and ftir kinfe , 

From a fat meadoW-grpund; or fleec^y flock ,'' 
l^wcs , and their bleating larnbsV over' the- plain;' '• ' 
'Their booty; fcarcc With lite the fhepherds tly ; 650 
But call in aid; which’makes a bloody fray. 

"With cruel tournament the fquadrons join ! 

VThcrc cattle paftwr’d late, now fcattcr’d lies - 
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With carcaU'es , and arms , th’ infanguin’d field , 

I Deferred. Others, to a city, ftrong 655' 

Lay fiege, incamp’d; by batt’ry, fcale, and' mine, 
Afl'aalting: others, from the wall defend 
Witli dart, and jav’lin, ftones,'and fulph’rous fire: 

On each 'hand flaugliter, and gigantic deeds. 

' ' In other part, the feeptred Heralds call 660 

To 'council, in the city gates: anon 
[ Gr-ay-headed men and grave , with varriors mix’d, 

! Aflemble , and harangues are heard : but foon , 

! In faftious oppofition : till at laft^ 

I Of middle age one rifing , eminent 66 ^\ 

I In wife deport , fpake much of right and wrong , 
i Of juftice , of religion , truth and peace , • 

‘ And judgment from above. Him old and young. 
Explodetl, and had feiz’d with violent hands; - 
Had not a 'cloud defeending fnatch’d hiiii* thence, 670 . 
Unfeen amid the throng. So violence 
Proceeded , and oppreffion , and fword-law 
Through all the plain, and refuge none was found. 

An AM was all in tears, and to*his Guide 
Lamenting fum’d full fad: O what are thefe.' 67^ 

D E A T H ’s miniftcr’s , not men / who thus deal death 

Inhumanly to men, and multiply 

Ten thoufandfold the fin of him who flew 

His brother : for of whom fuch maflacrc 

Make they, but of their brethren; men of men? fiSo 

But who was that Jult Man , whom had not Hcav’n 

Refcu’d‘ , had in his righteoufnefs been loft ? 

S’ 

To whom thus Michael. Tliefe are the product 
Of thofe ill-ipated marriages thou faw’ft ; [felves 
Where good^ith bad were match’d; who of them- 
Abhor ro join: and by imprudence mix’d, 686 
Produce prodigious births, of body or niind. 

Such were thefe Giants ; men of high renown 
» For in tliofe days, might only lhall be admir’d. 

And valor, and heroic virtue, caJI’d : 690 

To 
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To overcome in batrel , and fubdue 
Nations, and bring home fpoils with infinite 
Man-ftaughter , fhall be held the’ higheft pitch 
Of human glory ; and for glory done 
Of triumph , to be fl'yl’d great Conquerors , 65^5 

Patrons of mankind Gods, and Tons of Gods, 
Deftroyers rightlier cah’d , and plagues of men . 
Thus fame fiiall be atchiev’d , renown on earth; 
And what moll merits fame, in filencchid. 

But he, the feventh from thee, whom thou beheldft 
The only righteous in a world perverfe, . 701 

And therefore hated , therefore fo befet 
With foes, for daring lingle to be juft. 

And utter odious truth , that God would come 
To judge them with his Saints : him the Moft High 
(Rap’d in a balmy cloud with winged Heeds) ycd 
Did, as thou Paw’ll, receive; to walk with God 
H igh in falvation , and the climes of,blifs. 

Exempt from death ; to ihew thee what reward 
Awaits the good; the reft, what punilhment: 710 

Which now dired thine eyes , and foon behold . 

He look’d, &faw the face of things quite chang’d: 
The brazen throat of war had ceas’d to roar; ’ 
All now was turn’d to jollity, and game. 

To luxury and riot, fealt and dance 715 
Marrying, or proftituting (as befel) 

Rape, or adultery where paffing'Fair 
Allur'd them: thenice from cups, to civil broils.- 
At length a reverend fire among them came. 

And of thek- doings great diflike declar’d , 7x0 

And tellify’d againtl their ways : he oft 
Frequented their affemblies, wherefo ri?et. 
Triumphs, or fcftivals; and to them preach’d ^ 
Converfion, and repentance; as to fouls 
In prifon , under judgments imminent : 7x5 

But all ia vain / which when he faw , he ceas’d 
CQntcnding, and remov’d his tents far off. 

S Theria 


178 PARADISE LOST. BookXt 

Then » from the mountain hewing timber tall » • 
Began to build a VeflTel of huge bulk; 

Meafur’d by cubit ^ length & breadth & height ; 730 
Smear’d round with pitch ; and in the fide a door 
Contriv'd; and of provifions laid in large. 

For man and beaft : when lo , a wonder Grange ! 

Of every beall , and bird , and infed fmall 
Came fevens, & pairs, & enter’d in, as taught 735 
Their order f lad the lire , and his three Tons 
With their four wives: & God made fed the door. 
Mean while the foutliwind rofe with black wings 
Wide-hov’ring, all the clouds together drove 
From under heav’n; the hills to their Tupply 740 

•* Vapor, and exhalation dusk and moid, 

.Sent up amain : and .now, the thicken’d sky 
Like a dark' ceiling flood ; down rufli’d the rain 
Impetuous: and continu’d till the' earth 
No more was feen: the floating VeflTel fwum 745 
Uplifted; and fecure with beaked prow 
.Rode tilting o’er the waves: all dwellings elfe 
Plood overwhelm’d, and theta with all their pomp 
Deep under water roll’d ; Tea cover’d fea ; 

Sea without (hoar/, and in their palaces 750 

Where luxury late reign’d , fea-monflers whelp’d 
And flabled:^of manlcind , ( (<> numerous late) 

.All left, in one'fmall botfom.fwum imbavk’d. 

How jdidft thou grieve thenj'-An AM, to behold 
’ The end of ajl thy .off-fpring, end fo fad , 7j.j 
Depopulation/' Thee another * flood , 

Of tears and forrow a flood., thee alfo drown’d , 
And iunk thee as thy fons^•til^ge«tly rear’d . ^ 

By th‘ Angel^, bn'thjr feet thou (tood'ft at la(t, - 
Tho’ corfafordefs; as when aifather mourns ’» 760 
His children’, all in view deftroy’d at once: ' 
fcarcc to yi’Angcl utter-dft thus thy piaiut, 

, . ^ ‘ * > ■ * 1 i . 4 i V 1 1 ^ Vji . ‘ ^ 

'O vifidns ill fdrefeeni Bettft had ‘1 ' 

Div’d ignorant df future,- forbad bo«v v ' 

My 
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My part of evil only, each day’s lof ‘ 765 

Enough to bear ; ihofe now , that were difpetis’d 
The burden of many ages, on me light 
At once by my foreknowledge; gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me e’re their being, 

With thought that they muft be. Let no man feek 
Henceforth to be foretold, what (hall befal 771 
Him or his children ; evil he may b® fure : 

Which neither his foreknowing can prevent; 

And he the future evil lhall no lefs 
In apprehenfion , than in fiibftance, feel; 775 
Grievous to bear ! But that care now is paft, 

Man is not whom to warn ; ihofe few efcap’d , 
Famin , and anguiih, will at lad confume. 
Wandring that wat’ry defert. I had hope 
When violence was ceas’d, and war on earth, 780 
All would have then gone well; peace would have 
VVith length of happy days the race of man. [crown’d 
But I was far deceiv’d ! For now I fee 
Peace to corrupt no lefs , than war to wade . 

How comes it thus? Unfold, coeledial guide I 785 
And whether here the race of man will end . 

'I 

To whom thus Mic,hai l. Thofe whom lad thou 
In triumph , and luxurious wealth , are they [faw’ft 
Fird feen in atds of prawefs eminent, ’ , 

And great exploits ; but of true virtue void ; 790 

Who having Ipil’d much blood , & done much wade. 
Subduing nations; and atchiev*d thereby 
Fame in the world > high titles , and ricjhi prey ; 

Shall change their courlc to plcafure , .eafe and doth , 
Surffeit , and lud ; till; wantonnefs , and pride , 79J 

Raife out of friendlhip hodile deeds in. peace. 

The conquer’d alfo, and endav’d by war. 

Shall, with theif freedom lo'd, all virtue tofc. 

And fear of Goo; from whom their piety feign’d , 
In diarp conted of battel found no aid , <■ 800 

Againft invadets: therefore cool’d ia zeal, 
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Thenceforth fhall praftife how to live fecure, 

, Worldly, or diffolute; oji what their Lords 
j Shal leave them to injoy: (for th‘ earth fhall bear 
More than enough, that temperance may be try’d:) 
So all fhall turn degenerate, all deprav’d; 8c6 

I Juftice and temperance, truth and faith forgot.' 

' One man except, the only fon of light 
; In a dark -age, againll example good, 

Againft allurement, cuftom , and a world ^ 8io 
f Offended , fearlefs of reproach and fcorn , 

Or violence; he of their wicked ways 
Shall them admonilh; and before them fet 
The paths of righteoufnefs , How much more fafe. 
And nil! of peace; denouncing wrath to come , 8ij 
On their impenitence; and fhall return, 

Of them derided- But, of God obferv’d , 

The one juft' man alive, by his command 
Shall build a wondrous Ark (as thou bvMicldft) 

To fave himfelf and houfehold,. from amidft Sio 
A world devote tOiiuniverfal, wreck . 

No fooner he, with them of man and bead 
Selerfl far lifdi (hall incthe Ark'be dodg’d , 

And Ihelter’d round , but all the cataracts 
Of heav’n.fet; open , on the earth lh.ill pour 825 
Rain, day and;night : all, fountains of the deep 
Broke up,.Aiall heave the ocean to ufurp 
Beyond all bounds , till inundation rife 
Above the higheft hills. Then, ihall this mount 
Of Paradife, by might of weaves, be mov’d 830 
Out of his place, pulh’d by ilie .horned flood,. 

With all his verdure fpoil’d and trees adrift - ■-) p, 
Down the great river to the opening gulf, ■ 
And thexc take root , an ifland fait and bare > ' '' 
The haunt of Seals, & Ores, & Sea-mews’ clang; 835 
To teach rhee’that God attributes to place 
No faneftitv , if none be thither brou^t 
By men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 

And now what further (hall enfue , behold , 

'He 
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He look’d, & faw the Ark hull on the flood , 840 
Which now abated: for the clouds were fled, 

Driv’n by a keen north wind, that, blowing dry , 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decay’d; 

And the clear Sun on his wide watry glafs ^ 
Gaz’d hot , and o-f the frelh wave largely drew , 845 
As after third: which made their flowing Ihrink , i 
From ftanding lake, to tripping ebb , that Hole • ! 

With foft foot tow’rds the deep , who now had jlop’d , 
His fluices , as the heav’n his windows Ihut.' ’ i • 

The Ark no more now floats, but feems on ground. 
Fail on the top of fome high mountain fix’d , 851 

And now the tops of hills , as rocks, appear: ‘ 

With clamor thence the rapid currents drive , 

Tow’rds the retreating fea , their furious tide. 

Forthwith from out the Ark a raven flies, 8jj 
And after him (the furer mefl'enger) I 

A dove, fent forih once and again, to/py , 

Green tree, or ground , whereon his foot may light; 1 
The fecond time returning , in- his bill , 

An olive-leaf he brings, pacific fign/ 860 

Anon dry groundvlappcars,! and from his Aik 
The anticnt fire dcl’cends, -with all his train : 

Then with uplifcedjhimds', and eyes devout. 

Grateful to Heav’n i 'over his head beholds' 

A dewy cloud , and in the cloud a bow 865 

Confpiaious with three lilted colors gay , 

Betok’ning peace from God, and cov'nant new; 
Whereat the heart. of Adam’, erlt fo fad. 

Greatly rejoye’d , and thus his joy broke forth . 

O thou who future things canft reprefeat 870 
As prefent, heav’nly inltrudfor 1 I revive • 

At this laft fight , aflur’d that man fhall live 
With all the creatures, and their feed preferve. 

Far lefs I nowi lament for one whole world 
Of wicked fons deftroy’d , than I rejoyce 875 
For one jiwn found fo perfect , and fo iuft , 

3 S That 
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That Gob voucbfafcs to raifc another world 
prom him , and his anger to forget . 

But fay, what mean thofe color'd ftreaks in hcav’n, 
JOiftended, as the brow of G o d appeas'd ? 8Bo 
Or ferve they , as a flow’ry verge , to bind 
The fluid skirts of that fame wat’ry cloud. 

Left it again diflblve, and ihow’r the earth? • 

To whom th* Arch- Angel. Dextroufly thou aim'ft; 
So willingly doth God remit his ire , 88j 

Though late, repenting him of man deprav’d; 
Griev’d at his heart, when looking down he faw 
The whole earth fill’d with violence ; and all flefti 
Corrupting each their way; yet, thofe remov’d , 

Such grace ihall one juft man find in his fight , 890 

That he relents, not to blot out mankind; 

And makes a covenant never to deftroy 
The earth again by flood; nor let the fea 
Sufpafs his bounds; nor rain to drowfl the world. 
With man therein , or beaft : but when he brings 895 
Over the earth a cloud , will therein fet 
His triple-color’d bow , whereon to look , 

And call to mind his cov’nant: day, and night. 
Seed-time, and harveft, heat, and hoary froft 
Shall hold their courfe; till fire purge all things new. 
Both heav'n & earth, wherein the juft (hall dwell. 901 
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The argument. 

Angel Michael continues from the flood to relate u-hat 
.Jhall fucceed j then , in the mention of Abraham , comes 
iy degrees to- explain ^ 'who that Seed of t!j* Woman 
Jball bgy which was promifed Adart) in the Fall ; 

His incarnation y Deaths Refurreciion t c>‘ A fcenflon; 
the ftate of the Church till his fecond coming. Adam , 
greatly fatisfled and recomforted by thefe relations and 
* promijeSjdef tends the bill with Michael; wakens Kve, 
' who all this while bad fiept^ but with gentle dreams 
•compos'd to (jutetnefs of mind and fubmijfton. Michael 
in either hand leads them out of faradife , the fiery 
fword waajtng behind them , ’ and the Cherubim taking 
fheir flat ions to guard the place . 

[S one who. in his journey bates at noon, 
Tho’ bent on fpeed ; fo here th’ Arch- 
Angel paus’d , 

Betwixt the world ddlroy’d , and wcJl'ld 
reflor’d, 

If Adam ought perhaps might intcrpofe: 

“^hen , with tranfition fweet , new fpcech refuraes. 5 

Thus thou haft fecn one world begin, and end, 
Lnd man as from a fecond ftock proceed. - 
[uch tliou haft yet to fee; but 1 perceivq * _• 
"hy mortal fight to fail: objeds divine 
[iMuit needs impair, and weary human fenfe. 
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Henceforth what is to come I will relate. 

Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 

, This fecond fource of men , while yet but few , 

And while the dread of judgment pad renaains 
Frefh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 15 

With fome regard to what is juft and right . 

Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace; 

Lab’ring the foil , and reaping plenteous crop , 

.Corn, wine, and oil: and from the herd, or flock, 
Oft facrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, lo 

With large wine-otferings pour'd, and facred feaft, 
Shall fpend their days in joy unblam’d; and dwell 
Long time in peace, by families, and tribes. 

Under paternal, rule : till one fhall rife 

Of proud ambitious heart; who (not content ij 

With fa:r equality , fraternal ftate ;-) 

Will arrogate dominion undeferv'd , 

Over his brethren, and quite difpoftcfs 
Concord, and law of nature from the earth; 

Hunting (and men, not beafts, (hall be his game) 30 
With war, and hoftilefnare, fuch as refufe 
Subjedfion to his empire tyrannous. 

A mighty hunter thence he fhall be ftyl’d 
Before the Lord; as in drfpite of Heav’n , 

Or from Heav’n , claiming fecond fov’reignty ; 3; 

And from rebellion lhall derive his name. 

Though of rebellion others he accufe. 

He with a crew , (whom like ambition joins 
With him, or under him to tyrannize) 

Marching from Eden tow’rds the weft, ftiall find 40 
The plain , wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of hell. 

Of brick, and of that fluff, they caft to build 
A city, and tow’r, whofe top may reach to heav'n ; 
And get themfelves a name: left far difperft 45 
In foreign lands, thSir memory be loft; 

Regardlcls .whether good or evil fame . 

But 

Hi ^le I 
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But G o D ( who oft defcends to vifit men 
Unfeen, and through their habitations walks 
To mark their doings) them beholding foon , 50 

Comes down to fee their city, e're the tow’r 
Obflrudl hcav’n -tow’rs ; and in derifion fets 
Upon their longues a various fpirit, to rafe 
Quite out their native language: and inftead. 

To fow a jangling noife of words unknown. jj 
Forthwith a hideous gabble rifes loud. 

Among the builders: each to other calls 
Not underllood; till hoarfe, and all in rage, 

As mock’d they ftorm : great laughter was in Heav’n , 
And looking dow’n , to fee the hubbub ftrange, 60 
And hear the din : thus was the building left 
Ridiculous; and the work Confufion nam’d. 

Whereto thus Adam, fatherly difpleas’d, 

O execrable fon / lb to alpire 

Above his brethren ; to hiinfelf alTuming 65 

Authority ufurp’d , from God not giv’n . 

He gave us only over bead, filh, fowl 
Dominion abfoluie; that right we hold 
By his donation: but man over' men 
He made not Lord,: fuch title to himfelf 70 

Referving, human left from human free. 

But this ufurper his encroachment proud 
Slays not on man: to God his tow’r intends 
Siege, and defiance-. Wretched man! what food 
Will he convey up thither to fufiain ' 75 

Himfelf, and his ralh army; where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails grofs; 

And familli him of breath , if not of bread ? 

*) • 

T 0 whom thus .Michael. Jufily thou abhorr’ll 
That fon , who on the quiet ft-ate of men 80 

Such trouble brought , affetfi'ing to fubdue 
Rational liberty : yet know vyiihal , 

Since by original lap.f'e , true liberty 

Is 
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Is loft , which always with right roafon dwells 
Twin'd, and from her hath no dividual being: 85 

Reafon in man obfeur'd , or not obey’d , 

Immediately inordinate defires. 

And upftart paflions , catch the government 
From reafon ; and to fervitude reduce 
Man , till then free * Therefore , fince he permitf^ 90 
Within himfclf unworthy pow’rs to reign , 

Over free reafon; Gob in judgment juft 
Subjeds it from without to violent Lords: 

Who oft as undefervedly inthral 

His outward freedom. Tyranny muft be; 9j 

Though to the tyrant thereby no cxcufe . 

Yet fometimes nations will decline fo low 
From virtue ( which is reafon ) that no wrong , 

But Juflice , and fome fetal curfe annex’d , 

Deprives them of their outward liberty ; icO 

Their inward loft: witnefs th' irreverent Ton 
Of him who built the Ark ; who for the fhame 
Done to his father , heard his heavy curfe , 

„ Servant of Servants , on his vitious race . 

Thus will this latter, as the former world, loj - 
Still tend from bad to worfe ; till God at laft 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 
His prefence from among them , and avert 
His holy eyes; refolving from thenceforth 
To leave them to their own polluted ways: i.to 

And one peculiar nation to feled 
From all the reft , of whom to be invok’d : 

A nation from one faithful man to fpripg : 

Him, on this fide, Evphr a.te s yet rcliding. 

Bred yp in idol-worfhip. O that men IT5 

( Canft tliou believe ? 1 ftiould be fo ftupid grown , 
While yet the Patriarch liv’d , who fcap’d the flood , 
As to forfake the living God, and fall 
To worlhip their own work in wood, and ftonc. 
For Gods! -Yet him God the Moil High vouchfafes 
To call by vifion, from his father’s honfe, izi 

His 
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His kindred, and falfe Gods*, into a land 
Which he will Ihew him : and from him will raife 


A mighty nation ; and upon him fliow’r 
His benedidion fo, that in his feed ' 1 %^' s 

All nations Ihall be Weft : he ftraight obeys j ^ V 

Not knowing to what land , yet firm believes, ') 

I fee him , (out thou eanft not ) with what faith 
He leaves his Gods, his friends, and native foil 4 
Ur ofCrtAtOAA, paffing now the ford 130 ] 

To H AR A n: after him a cumbrous train / 

Of herds, and flocks, and numerous fervitude:- 
. Not wandring poor , but trufting all his wealth 
With Gon , who call'd him, in a land unknown.’ 

C A N A A he now attains ; I fee his tents 135 

Pitch’d about S i c h e m , and the neighb’ring plain 
Of Moreh. There by promife he receives 
Gift to his progeny of all that land; 

From Hamath northward , to the Defert foiith; 
(Things by their names I call, rho’ yet unnam’d ) 140 
From H E r M o N eaft , to the great weftern fea ; 
Mount H 1 R M o N ! yonder fca ! ( each place behold 
In profped, as 1 point them) on the Ihore 
Mount Carmel; here die doublc-founted ftream, 

J o R z> A M , true limit eaftward : but his Tons 14; 
Shall dwell to S k n 1 r , that long ridge of hills / 

This ponder, that all nations of the earth 
Shall in his feed be blcffcd ; by that feed 
Is meant thy Great Deliverer, who (hall bruife 
The ferpent’s head; whereof to thee anon 150 
Plainlier ftiall be reveal’d. This Patriarch bleft, 
(Whom EAiTHEUL Abraham duc time (hall Call) 

A fon , and of his fon , a grand-child leaves; 

Like him in faith, in wifdom, and renown. 


The grand-chUd with twelve fons increas’d, departs 
From Canaan, to a land hereafter call’d 156 
JF. <5 T P T , divided by the River Nub: 

.Sec where it flows, disgorging at feven mouths 
nto the fea.'' To fojourn in that land 
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He comes , invited by a younger fon i6o 

In time of dearth ; a fon , whofe worthy deeds 
Raife him to be the fecond in that realm 
Of Pharaoh: there he dies , and leaves his race 
Growing into a nation: and now grown, 

Sufpedfed to a fequent King, who feeks 
To flop their over-growth , as in-mate guefts 
Too-numerous : whence of guefts he makes them flaves 
Inhofpitably ; and kills their infant males: 

Till by two brethren (thofe two brethren call - 
Moses, and Aaron) fent from G o d to claim 
His people from inthralment, they return 171 
With glory, and fpoil, back to their promis’d land. 
But firft the lawlefs tyrant, (who denies 
To know their God, or meffage to regard ) 

Muft be compcll’d by figns and judgments dire: 175 
To blood unihed, the rivers muft W turn’d;. 

Frogs* lice, and flies, muft all his palace fill 
With loath’d irtrulion , and fill all the land ; 

His cattle muft of rot, afid murrain die; 

Botches and blains muft all his flelh imbofs, * 180 • 
And .all his people : thunder mix’d with hail , 

Hail mix’d with fire, muft rend th’/E g y p t i a n sky, 
And wheel on th’ earth, devouring where it rolls: 
What it devours not , herb, or fruit, or grain, 

A darkfom cloud of lociifts fwarming down 185 
Muft eat , and on the ground leave nothing green : 
Darknefs muft overlhadow all his bounds , 

Palpable darknefs/ and blot out three days; 

Laft , with one midnight-ftrokc , all the firft-born 
Of iT. GYPT muft lye dead. Thus with ten wounds 
The river dragon lam’d at length, fubmiis . 191 

To let his fojournors depart ; and oft 
Humbles his ftubborn heait; but ftill as ice ’ 

More harden’d after thaw : till in his rage 
Perfuing whom he late difmifs’d, rhe^ lea 195 

Swallows him with his holt; but them lets pafs 
(As on dry land) between two chryftal wsJls; 

' Aw’d 
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Aw’d by the rod of M o s e s fo to ftand 
Divided, till his refcu’d gain their (bore: 

Such wondrous pow’r God to his Saint will lend. 
Though prefent in his Angel , who (hall go aoi 
Before them in a cloud , and pillar of fire , 

By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire; 

To guide them in their journey, and remove 
Behind them, while th’ obdurate King perfues. loj 
All night he will perfue, but his approach 
Darknefs defends between , till morning watch : 

Then through the fiery pillar, and the cloud, 

God looking forth will trouble all his holt. 

And craze their chariot-wheels : when , by command, 
Moses once more his potent rod extends . zii 
Over the Tea, the fea his rod obeys: 

On their imbattl’d ranks the waves return, 

And overwhelm their war! The race eled. 

Safe towards Canaan from the ihore advance zij 
Through the wild defert; not the readiell: way; 

Left entring on the C a n a a n i t e alarm’d, 

War tenify them in-expert , and fear 
Retura them back to g y p x , chafing rasher 
Inglorious life with fervitude; (for life, izo 

To noble and ignoble, is more fwcet 
Untrain’d in arms, where rafhnefs leads not on.) 
This alfo lhall they gain by their delay 
In the wide wildernels ; there they (hall found 
Their ^^yernment, and.their great fenate chufe 225 
Thro’ the ' twelve Tribes, to rule by laws ordain’d. 
God -from the Mount of Sinai, ( whofe gray top 
Shall tremble , he defeending , ) will hirafelf 
In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets found 
Ordain them la.ws : part , fuch as appertain 230 
To civil juftice: part, religious rites) 

Of facrifice : informing them by typ^s. 

And ihadows, of that deftin’d feed to bruife 
Tlie 'ferpent , by what means he lhall atchievc 
Mankind’s deliverance. But the voice of God 23 j 
To mortal ear' is dreadful! They bcfecch 

T That 
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That Moses might report to them his will , 

And terror ceafe: He grants what they befought; 
Inftrinfled that to God is no accefs 
■Without Mediator, whofe high office now 240 
Moses in figure bears , to introduce 
One greater, of whofe day he (hall forctel. 

And all the prophets in 'their age the times 
Of Great M e s s i a H (hall ling. Thus laws and rites 
Edablilh’d , fuch delight hath G o d in men 245 
Obedient to his will, that he vouchfafes 
Among them to^fet up his Tabernacle : 

The Holy One with mortal men to dwell. 

By his prefeript a Sanftuary is fram’d 

Of- cedar, overlaid with gold, therein 250 

An Ark, and in the Ark his Teftimony, 

The records of his Cov’nant; over thefe 
A mercy-feat of gold , between the wings 
Of two blight Cherubim : before him burn 
Seven lamps ,■ as in a zodiac reprefenting 255 
The heav’nly fires: over the tent a cloud 
Shall reft by day, a fiery gleam by night. 

Save when they journey*, and at length they come. 
Conduced by his Angel to the land 
Promis’d to Abraham and his feed — The reft 
Were long to tell , how many battles fought , 261 

How many Kings deftroy’d , and kingdoms won. 
Or how the Sun (hall in mid-heav’n (land ftill 
A day entire , and night’s due courfe adjourn , 

Man’s voice commanding, “ Sun in Gibbon ftand. 

And thou Moon in tiie vale of A j a l o 266 
** Till Israel overcome;” fo call the third 
From Abraham, fon of I s a a c ; and from him 
His whole defeent, who thus (hall Canaan win. 

Here Adam interpos’d . O fent from Heav’n , 
Inlightner of my darknefs/ gracious things 267 
Thou haft reveal’d; thofe chiefly, which concern 
Juft Abraham, and his feed : now fijft 1 find 
Mine eyes true op’ning, and my heart much eas’d ; 

Ecr- 
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E’er-while perplex’d with thought, what would become 
Of me ana all mankind : but now I fee 276 

His day', in whom all nations fliall be bleft: 

Favor unmerited by me , who fought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 

This yet I apprehend not, why to thofe 180 
Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth , 
So many , and fo various laws are giv’n; 

So many laws argue fo many fins 

Among them: how can God with fuch refide? 

To whom thu5 Michael. Doubt not but that fin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot; 286 
And therefore was law giv’n them to evince 
Their natural pravity, by ftirring up 
Sin againft law to fight : that when they fee 
Law can difeover lin , but not remove 290 

( Save by thofe fhadowy expiations weak , 

The blood of bulls and goats ) they may conclude' 
Some blood more precious muft be paid for man ; 
Juft for unjuft: that in fuch righteoufnefs 
To them by faith imputed, they may find 295 
Juftification towards God, and geace 
Of confcience; which the laW by ceremonies 
Cannot appeafe ; nor man the moral part 
Perform : and not performing , cannot live . 

So law appears imperfeft; and but giv’n 300- 

With purpofe to refign them, in full time. 

Up to a better cov’nant; difeiplin’d 
From lhadowy types to truth ; from flefh to fpirit; 
From impofition of ftriA'laws, to free 
Acceptance of large grace; from fervil fear 30J 
To filial; works of law, to works of faith. 

And therefore lhall not M o s e s ( though of G o d 
Highly belov’d,) being but the.Minifter 
Of Law , his people into Canaan lead ; 

But Joshua: whom the Gentiles Jesus call; 310 
His name and office bearing, who lhall quell 
The adverfary ferpent ; and bring back 

T 2 ' Though 


ipz paradise lost. Book XU. 

Through the world’s wildernefs long-wander’d man , 
Safe to eternal Paradife of reft,) 314 

Mean while they , in their earthly Canaan plac’d, 
Long time (hall dwell and profpcr ; but when fins 
National interrupt their publick peace. 

Provoking G o d to raife them enemies , 

Prom whom as oft he faves them penitent; 

By Judges firft , then under Kings; of whom 3Z» 
The fecond, (both for piety renown'd. 

And puiffant deeds) a promife (hall receive 

Irrevocable, that his regal throne 

For ever (hall indure: the like (hall fing 

All prophecy , that of the royal ftock 315 ' 

Of D A V 1 D ( fo I name this King ) (hall rife 

A Son, the woman’s feed to thee foretold ; 

Foretold to' Abraham; as in whom (hall truft 
All nations ; and to Kings foretold , of Kings 
The laft ; Tor of his reign (hall be no end. 330 
But firft a long fuccelfion muft enfue : 

And his next Ion , for wealth and wifdom fam’d , 

The clouded Ark of God, till then in tents 
Wand’ring, (hall in a glorious Temple infttrinc. 

Such follow him, as (hall be regifter’d ’ 33s 

Part good , part bad ; of bad the longer fcrowl : 

Whole foul idolatries, and other faults 
Heap’d to the popular fum, will fo incenfe 
God, as to leave them , and expofe their land , 
Their city , his Temple , and his holy Ark , 340 

With all his facred things, a fcorn and prey ' 

To that proud city , whofe high walls thou faw’ft 
Left in confufion; Babylon thence call’d. 

There in captivity he lets them dwell 
The fpace of feventy years: then brings them back; 
Remembring mercy, and his cov’nant fwbrn' 346 
To David, ftahlilh’d as the days of heav’n . 
Return’d from Babylon, by leave of Kings 
Their Lords, whom God difpos’d, the Houfe of G 6 d 
T hey firft re-edify : and for a while 350 

In mean eftate live moderate : till grown 
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In wealth and multitude, faftious they grow. 

But firft, among the priefts diffention fprings; 

Men who attend the altar, and Ihould molt 
Endeavour peace: their ftrife pollution brings 355 
Upon the Temple it felf: at laft they fcife 
The fceptre, and regard not David’s Tons; 

Then lofe it to a ftranger , that the true 
Anointed King M e s si a h might be born 
Barr’d of his right: yet at his birth a ftar, 360 

Unfeen before in heav‘n, proclaims him come; 

And guides the eaftern Sages, who inquire 
His place, to ofier incenfe, myrrh and' gold: 

His place of birth a folemn Angel tells 
To Ample fhepherds keeping watch by night: 

They gladly thither halle; and by a choir 
Of fquadron’d Angels hear his carol fung. 

A Virgin is his Mother, but his Sire 
The Pow’r of the Molt High/ He (hall afeend 
The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 370 
With earth’s wide bounds, his glory with theheav’nsl 

He ceas’d, difeerning Adam with fuch joy 
Surcharg’d, as had, like grief^ been dew’d in tears 
Without the vent of words ; which thefe he breath’d. 

• * ♦ - 
O prophet of glad tidings A finilher , . 375 

Of utmoft hope A now clear I underftand,. 

What oft my fteadieA thoughts have.fearch’d in vain: 
Why our great expetSation Ihould be' call’d. 

The feed of woman: Virgin Mother, hail! 

High in the loyeof Heav’n/ Yet from my loins 380 
Thou (halt proceed , and from rhy womb the Son, 
Of G o D Moll High ; fo G o n with Man unites . 
Meeds mull the ferpent now his capital bruife 
Expedl with mortal pain: fay, where and when 384 
Their fight, what llroke lhall bruife the vigor’s heel? 

1 ^ » 

To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their fights 
As of a duel, ot the local wounds 
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Of head or heel ; not therefore joins the Son 
M anhood to G o p - h i a n, with more ftrcngth to 
Thy enemy: nor fo is overcome 396 

Satan, whofe fall from Heav’n (a deadlier bruife / ) 
Difabled not to give thee thy death’s wound , 

Which he, who comes thy Saviour, (hall re-cure. 
Not by deftroying Satan, but his works , 

In thee and in thy feed . Nor can this be , 395 

But by fulfilling (that which thou didft want) 
Obedience to the law of God, impos’d 
On penalty of death, and filtering death. 

The penalty to thy tranfgrefiion due ; 

And due to theirs which out of thine will grow: 400 
" So only can high Jufiice reft appaid. 

The law of God exadf he Ihali fulfil, 
hBotli by obedience and by love; though love 
Alone fulfil the law : thy puniihment 
He (hall indure, by coming in the flelh 4cj 

To a reproachful life, and curfed death; 
Proclaiming life to all who (hall believe 
In his redemption ; and that his obedience 
Imputed, becomes theirs by faith; his Merits 
To C\ve them , not their own (tho’ legal) works, 
for this he fliall live hated, be blafphem’d 4tl 

Seis’d on by force, Judg’d, Sc to death condemn’d, 
A Ihamcful and accurft / nail’d to the crofs 
By his own nation ; (lain for bringing life. 

But to the crofs he nails thy enemies, 415 

The law that is againft thee, and the fins 
Of all mankind, with him there crucify ’d. 

Never to hurt them more , who rightly truft 
In this his fatisfadion . So he dies , 

But foon revives ; death over him no pow’r 410 
Shall long ufurp : e’re the third dawning light 
Return , the liars of morn (hall fee him 'rife 
Out of his grave, frefh as the dawning light. 

The ranfom paid, which man from death redeems. 
His death for man, as many as offer’d life 41.5 
Ncglcd not, and the benefit embrace 
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^ By faith, not void of works. This God-like adl 
Annuls thy doom, the death thou ihouldlt have dy’d. 
In lin for ever loft from life ; this adt 
Shall bruife the head of Satan, crulh his ftrength. 
Defeating Sin and Death, his two main arms; 431 
And fix far deeper in his head their Itings , ^ 

Than temporal death fhall bruife the vigor’s heel, 

■ Or theirs whom he redeems; a death-Iike fleep; 

A gentle wafting to immortal life/ 435 

Nor after Refurredion lhall he ftay 
Longer on earth, than certain times t’ appear 

► To his Difciples; Men ^vho in his life. 

Still follow’d him: to them lhall leave in charge . 
To teach all nations what of him they learn’d, 440 
And his Salvation ; them who lhall believe 
Baptiinng in the profluent ftream , the fign 
Of walhing them from guilt of lin , to life 
Pure, and in mind prepar’d (if fo befal). 

For death, like that which the Redeemer dy’d. 445 
All Nations they lhall teach: for from that day. 

Not only to the fons of Abraham’s loins 
Salvation lhall be preach’d'; but to the fans 
Of Abraham ’s faith ; where-ever thro’ the vvorl’d ; 
So in his feed all nations lhall be bleft. 450 

. .Then to the Heav’n of heav’ns lhall he afeend 
With victory , triumphing through the air 
Over his foes and thine ; there lhall furprife 
The ferpent, Prince of air, and drag' in chains 
Thro’ all his realm, and there confounded leave: 455 
Then enter into glory, and refume 
His feat at God’s right hand, exalted h%h 
Above all names, in Hcav’n: and thence flaall come, 
"When the world’s diflolution fhall be ripe, ' 

With glory, & pow’r, to judge both quick & dead: 
To judge th’ unfaithful dead, but to reward 46 % 
His faithful, and receive them into blifsj 
Whether in heav’n or earth: for then the cartR 
Shall all be Paradife , far happier place 
* .Than this of E n e n, and far happier daysi 4<5f 

' T 4 So 
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So fpake th’ Arch-Angel Michael, then paus’d. 
As at the world’s great period : and our fire , 

Replete with. joy and wonder, thus reply ’d. 

O jgoodnefs infinite! goodnefs immenfe! ' 

That all this good of evil ihall produce, 470 

And evil turn to good ! more wonderful 
Than that which by creation firft brought forth 
Light out of darknefs/ Full of doubt I (land. 
Whether I.ihould repent me’ now of fin. 

By me done, and occafion'd; or rejoice 475 

Much more, that much more good thereof (hallfpring; 
To God more glory, more good-will to Men 
From God, and over wrath grace (hall abound. 

But fay , if our Deliverer up to Heav’n ^ 
Mud re afcend, what will betide the few 480 
His Faithful, left among th’ unfaithful herd , 

The enemies of truth ? Who then lhall guide 
His people, who .defend? will they not deal 
Worfe with his followers, than with him they dealt? 

Be fure they will, faid th’ Angel; but from Heav’n 
He to his own a Comfoutek will fend, 486 
The Promife of the Father; Who fliall dwell 
His Spirit within them ; and the law of faith 
Working thro’ love, upon their hearts fhall write. 
To guide them, in all truth ; and alfo arm 490 

With fpiritual armor , able to refifl: ■ 

Satan’s aifaults, and quench his fiery darts; 

What man can do againft them , not afraid. 

Though to the death ; againft fuch cruelties 
With inward confolations recompens’d ; 495 

And oft fupported fo as ihall amaze 
Their proudeft Perfecutors : for the S i r i x 
(Pour’d firft on his Apoftles, whom he fends 
T' evangelize the Nations ; then , on all 
Baptiz’d,) fhall them with wond’rous gifts indue. 
To (peak all tongues, and do all miracles, 501 
A 3 did thdt Lord before them . Thus they win 

Great 
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Great numbers of each nation, to receive 
With joy the tidings brought from Hcav’n; at length 
Their Miniflry perform’d , and race well run , 505 

Their dodlrine , and their ftory written left. 

They die. But in their room, as'they forewarn. 
Wolves (hall fucceed for Teachers, grievous wolves! 
Who all the facred myfteries of Heav’n , 

To their own vile advantages lhall turn, 5x0 
Of lucre, and ambition; and the truth 
With fuperftitions , and traditions taint. 

Left only in thofe written records pure; 

Though not but by the Spirit underftood. 

Then (hall theyfeek t’ avail themfelves of names, 515 
Places/4 and titles •, and with thefe to Join 
SeculaV pow’r, though feigning ftill to aft ' 

By fpiritual : to themfelves appropriating 
The Spirit of God, promis’d alike and giv’n 
To all Believers: and from that pretenfe 5ZO 
Spiritual laws by carnal pow’r (hall force 
On every confcience; laws which none (hall find 
Left them inroll’d; or what the Spirit within 
Shall on the heart ingrave . What will they then 
But force the Spirit of Grace it felf, and bind 
His confort liberty r* what, but unbuild 516 

His living temples, built by faith to Hand, 

Their own faith, not another’s? (for on earth. 
Who agamft faith, and confcience, can be heard 
Infallible?) Yet many will prefume;’ 530 

Whence heavy perfecution (hall arife 
On all, who in the worftiip perfevere 
Of fpirit, and truth: the reft (far greater part) 

Will deem in outward rites, and fpecious forms, 
Religion fatisfy’d ; truth (hall retire 535 

Beftuck with (landrous darts ; and works of faith 
Rarely be found. So (hall the world go on , 

To good malignant, to bad men benign; 

Under her own weight groaning; till the day 
Appear of relpiration to the jult, 

And vengeance to the wicked : at return 




! 19S PARADISE LOST. Book XII. 

I Of H I M fo lately promis’d to thy aid , 

The Woman’s Seed; obrciirely then foretold ; 
i Now amplicr known thy Saviour, and thy Lord; 

Lali, in the clouds, from Heav’n to be reveal’d 545 
■ In glory of the Father, to dilTolve 

Satan, with his perverted world ; then raife 
I From the conflagrant mafs , purg’d and rejSn’d , 

New heav’ns , new earth , -ages of endlefs date , 
Founded in righteoufnefs , and peace, and love, 550 
To bring forth fruits, joy, and eternal blifs. 

He ended , and thus Adam laft reply’d , 

How foon hath thy predidion , Seer bleft ! 

Meafur’d this tranfient world the race of time. 

Till time ftand fix’d i* Beyond is all abyfs , 

Eternity , whofe end no eye ean reach ! 

Greatly inftruded 1 (hall hence depart. 

Greatly in peace of thought, and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this veffel can contain , 

Beyond which was my folly to afpire/ 560 

Henceforth I learn, that to obey is beft. 

And love with fear the only God; to walk 
As in his prefsi?nce; ever to obferve 
His Providence, and on him foie depend. 

Merciful over all his works l with good 5^j 

Still overcoming evil; and by fmall 
Accomplilhing great things : by things deem’d weak 
Subverting wordly ftrong, and wordly wife. 

By (imply meek: ihat fufFering for truth’s fake. 

Is fortitude to higheft vidory, 570 

And , to the Faithful , Death the gate of Life ; 
Taught this by his example, whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer , ever bleft / 

To whom thus alfo th’ Angel laft reply’d: 

This having learn’d , thou haft attain’d the fum 575 
Of wifdom ; hope no higher , though all the ftars 
Thou knew’ft by name, and all th’ ethereal pow’rs,- 
All fecrcts of the deep, all nature’s works, 

Or 
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Or works of God in heav’n , air , earth , or fea , 

And all the riches of this world enjoy'dft, 580 
And all the rule, one empire; only add 
Deeds to thy khowledgc anfwerable; add Faith, 

Add Virtue, Patience, Temperance, add Love, 

( By name to come call’d Charity , the foul 
Of all the reft) then wilt thou not be loth 
T o leave this Paradife , but (halt poffefs 

A Paradife within thee, happier far/ 

Let us defeend now therefore from this top 

Of fpeculation , for the hour precife 

Exads our parting hence: and fee/ the Guards, 59a 

By me incamp’d on yonder hill, exped 

Their motion ; at whofc front a flaming fword. 

In fignal of remove, waves fiercely round. 

We may no longer ftay: got waken Eve: 

Her alfo I with gentle dreams have calm’d , jpj 
Portending good , and all her fpirits compos’d 
To meek fubmiflion : thou at feafon fit 
Let her with thee partake what thou haft heard; 
Chiefly , what may concern her faith to know , ^ 

The great deliverance by her feed to come 600 
( For by the woman’s feed) on all mankind. 

That ye may live (which will be many days) 

Both' in one faith unanimous, though fad, 

(With caufe!) for evils paft, yet much more cheer’d 
With meditation on the happy end. 605 

He ended, and they both defeend the hill: 
Defcended , Adam to the bow’r where Evb 
L ay fleeping ran before , but found, her wak’d , 

And thus with words nor fad fhe him receiv’d . 


Whence thou return’d, & whither went’ft, I know ; 
For God is alfo in fleep, and dreams advife; 61 r 
Which' he hath fent propitious , fome great good 
Prefaging, fince with ^ heart’s diftrefs 

Wearied 1 fell afleep .ndw on i 
In me is no delay;/ with thee 

Is 


\ -' 




■y 


Digitized by GoogI 


300 PARADISE LOST. BookXIL 

Is to flay. here; without thee here, to flay. 

Is. to go hence unwillingly: thou to. me 
Art all things under heavn, all places thou. 

Who for my wilful crime art banifh’d hence. 

This further confolation yet fecure 
I carry hence; though all by me is loft. 

Such favor I unworthy am vouchfaf d , 

By me the promis’d feed ftiall all reftorc. 

So fpake our mother Eve; and Adam heard 
Well-pleas’d,but anfwer’d not: for now too high 6zy 
Th’ Arch-Angel flood; and from the other hill 
To their fix’d flation, all in bright array 
The Cherubim defeended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteorous^ as cv’ning mift, 

Ris’n from a river, o’er the mariih glides ; 630 

And gathers ground fall: at the lab’rcr’s heel. 
Homeward returning. High in front advanc'd. 

The brandifh’d fword of God before them blaz’d; 
Fierce as a Comet ; which with torrid heat, 

And vapors as the Libyan air aduft , 63 j 

Began to parch that temperate clime : whereat 
In either hand the hall’ning Angel caught 
Qur lingring Parents; and to th’ eaftern gate 
Led them diretft; and down the cliff as faft. 

To the fubjeiftcd plain; then difappear’d. 640 
They looking back, all th’ eaflern fide beheld 
Of Paradife , fo late their happy feat / 

Wav’d over by that flatoing brand; the gate 
With dreadful faces throng’d, and fiery arms. 

Some natural tears they drop’d, but wip’d them foon*. 
The world was all before them , where to ckufc 646 
Their place of reft, and Providence their guide. 
They , hand in hand , with wandring Heps and flow# 
‘Through Eden took their fohtary way. 
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N. B. The XII Books are denoted by the 
numeral letters of the Alphabet: The 
other numbers denote the verfes. 

■ * • A. • . 

A Aron Md Moles , their mijjion to Egypt xij 170 ,' 
Abdiel ( a. Seraph ) oppojes Satan promoting the 
Angels revoltfV 803. his reply /oSatan’f anfweryZ-jy 
His fidelity, o'c. celebrated v 896. His retreat from 
Satan’j party vj i. His folilotjuy on view of him at 
their bead vj 114. His fpeech thereon vj 130. His 
reply to Satan’j anfwer vj 171. He encounters him in 
the battel vj 189. He vanquifhes Ariel , Arioc and 
Ramiel , fallen Angels vj 369. 

Abel and Cain , their ftory related xj 4I9. • 

Abraham’i and the patriarch's ftory xij 113, All nations 
his fans by faith xij 446. 

Acheron , a river of hell jj 570, - 
Adam and Eve deferib'd generally iv i88. particularly ' 
iv zgg. Their ft ate of innocence iv 3ix. 402. 738. 
v211.3Q3.viij 510. Innocence. Their night 
oraifon iw pzo. Morning oraifon v 153. Preparations 
to entertain the Angel Raphael v 313. The table and 
entertainement deferib'd v 391. Their nuptialhed iv 708. 
Nuptials ceUbrated viij 510. Parting preceding the 
temptation \% 385. Behaviour after their fall ix 1004, 
tind them felves naked \x 1051. Make themfelves co- 
’verings of fig leaves ix 1099. B^ecriminate on, and re- 
proach each other ix 1187. Hide them felves from God 
{the Son) x 97. Appearance before him x 109. Re- 
pentance X 1098, Expulfipn .firom paradife xij 6zy. 
Vide Similies. / OV- . 

a : Adam, 
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Adam his dtfcdurfe with Eve on the prohibition of the 
Tree of Knowledge iv 411. To her at night iv 6io 
Anpiver Ito her quejlion about- the nightly luminaries iv 
6Gq. Viev)ing her fleeping V 8. Anpuoer to her relatm 
her dream v 94, To her weeping v 129. He inviu> 
the Angel Raphael to his bower ^ &C. v 361. Bis 
H'tfccurfer. with him v 460. Continued on various fuh- 
jtdls viij 651. vide Raphael. His creation and domh 
nion &c. over the treattires ix 524. Prohibited tk 
Tree of Knowledge vij 54Z viij 332. Account of him- 
felf^ and the objet'ts about him, &c. on his creation 
viij i^’3. Of hi: firfl view of the Divine prejence , in^ 
flat ion in Paradife, &C. viij 31 1. Speech to God thereon, 
and on his folitude there\'\\] 357. Reply to God' s an fw'.- 
viij 379. Sleep on the formation of defer'ib' d v\)] 

4^r. His firfl view of her viij 481. Pajpon for her 
viij 521. ValcditHon to Raphael viij 644. Difeourje 
with Eve preceding the temptation ix 26^ to 3S4. 
Care and fears for her in abfence jx 838. Meets her 
returning with the forbidden fruit ix 847. Soliloquy 
lamenting her tranfgrejfion ix 896. Refolves to die wit'. 
her ix 907 i- Speech to her thereon ix 921. Eats the 
forbidden fruit ix 996. Incites her to carnal fruition 
.(tke firfleffeclof it) ix loii. 1016. The place, ^c. 
deferibed ix .10^37. After fpeech to her on their fall 
and nakednefs ix 1067. Another, charging her as the 
aggreffor ix IT 32. Reply to her an fwer [^recriminates 
her a jfeSled felf-fujficiency , &C.) ix 1162. An fiver to 
God [ the Son ) calling him to judgment x 1 1 5. Refiy 
to him {acetifies Eve) x 124. The fentence pronoun: ■ : 
'on him X 197. Soliloquy thereon x 720. Continued 
X 854. JViJJ:es for his dijfolution x 746.771. Refieili.n 
on the immortality of the foul, &c. x 782. Repulficry 
fpereb to¥.ve attempting to confiolate him x 866. Relent > 
towards her x 937. Reply to her (accufing her felf as 
the firfl in tranfgrejfion) X 947. An fwer {to her reply 
advifing to die by their own hands) x. 1013. Refolvts 
the contrary , {fubmijfion to Cod's will , and reptn- 

tanct ) 
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tanc^) X 1028. Sfeech to Eve on th$ efficacy, of 
prayer y 8cc. xj 140. Hath her the mother of mankind 
xj ij8. Speech to her on the Omens preceding their 
expulfion from Paradife xj 193. On the view of 
Michael approaching xj ‘ 226. Behaviour on receiving 
the mejfage xj 263. Speech to Michael thereon xj 295 
Refignation xj 370. Difcourfe with Michael, difeo- 
vering to him in vifion what Jbould happen in the 
world till the flood xj 450 to S 6 'j.' Dtfcourfe with 
him , relating what fl:ould happen to tipa general re- 
furreSiion xij 6 to 551. General reply to him , {refo^ 
luitons of future obedience , dependance on God's provi- 
dence y die.) xij 552. Vide Eve. Michael. Fide 
Raphael. Vide Similies. . 

Adonis (or Tnamniuz) a fallen Angel i 46. 

Adramalec and Afmadai, fall’n Angels , wounded, and 
put to flight vj 365. 

Air flrft clouded on hdzXTis fall xj 182. . 

Allufions. Vide Similies. 

Amarant,4 flower tranfplanted from Paradife to Heaven 

Ambition cenfured ij 482. A caufe of Sztun’s fall iv 85 . 

Angels (coeleflial) obey God of choice, not necejflty V 535 
Imbattel'd againft and the fall' n Angels vj ij 

Their flgnal, and march vj 56. Signal to engage, and 
engagement vj 202. Prevail vj 386. Difpofition to 
re-ingage vj 524. Retreat vj 597. Rally again, and 
renew the fight vj 634. Their fong on the creation vij 
180. 252. 557. 602. On its diflolution and renovation 
X 64 r . Guardians of Paradife, their parade, watches, &C. 
iv 778. 782. 861.977. V 287. Re-afcent to Heaven 
on Ad^ixn'sfall xj 17. Appointed to expel Adam,&c. 
from Paradife X] 127. Defcent there vij 208. Pofi 
affigned viij 220. March pojfejflng it , and expelling 
him, &c. xij 626. Guardians of mankind ix 15I, 
Vide God the Father and Son. Vide Similies. 

'Angels (fallen) their after-flate i SO- 339 * Plumbers i 
33 ** V 743. Names i 374. Various purfuits. See. 

a 2. jj 528. 
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1 N" D E X. 

M 518. Lofs fupplyd by man's creation iij 677. K- 
battel d againfi the Angels coeleftial vj 79. Engage- 
ment vj zoz. Defeat vj 386. Difpofition to re-enga't 
yj ja7. Their artillery y --- cannon y vj 57Z. Prevail 
▼j 597. Entire defeat , and, expulfion from Heaven vj 
831 to 877. Transformed to Jerpents x 519. Furtkr 
punijh’d with an illnfion of the forbidden fruit x 54*. 
Foth annually continued X 575. Vide Satan, Viil; 
Similies, 

Apoftles, their miffiony &C. xij 439. Gift of the Holy 
Chojl xij 497. Succeffors {^wohesy falft teacher Sytkz.) 
defcrib'd xij 508. 

'Argument of the Poem i i. ix I. 

Ariel , Arioc and Ramiel {falln Angels) vanquiJJfd v] 
, 3 < 59 - 

Arky its building by defcrib’d xj 718. YidcNoab. 

Ark of the covenant defcrihed xij 149. 

Aihtaroth and Baalim (falln Angels ) i 411. 

Aftorcth, or Ailarte (a falln Angel) i 431. 

Author’s hym’n on conjugal love iv 750. To light iij i 
Invocations i 6. iij 6r. vij i. xj zo. Refleiiion, 
in profpeli of Adam’s fall ij 380. 0«, Satan V preme- 
ditated attempt iv i. On EveV parting •with Adam 
preceding it ix 404. On their nakednefs after the fall 
ix 1114. On his own blindnefs y &c. iij zz. 

Azazel'(<a falltt Angel) Satan'; fiandard bearer i 534, 

B. 

Baalim and Aihtaroth (falln Angels) i'4zz. 

Babel, the city and tower ybuilt by Nimrod, &C. xij 38. 
The confufion of languages there defcrib'd xij 48. 

"Baptifm , what the fign of xij 44Z. 

Faptticdy the Holy Ghofi given primitively to all fuch 
xij 497. 

Mattel y &C. between the coelejlial , and fallen Angels y 
(God the Son concluding it) defcrib'd vj zoz to 8; 7. 
Vide Angels coeleftial , and fall’n. 

Heajlst pm qf the ft xth day’s crtation, defcrib’d vij 45 3 * 

Bel: 



r N D E X. 

Belzebub, {a fall’n An\el) i 79. Defcribed ij 199/ 
Bisanfwer to SatanV firfi fpeech after their fall i ii8. 
To bis fecond i z"]i. Speech in council, call’d by Satan 
fhereon ij 310. Promotes an attempt on the •world 

345. • • . 

Belial {a fall' n Angel) i 290. Defcrib'd ij ic8. Hh 
fpeech in council ij 119. To Satan on their advantage 
gain'd in the re ~ ingagement •with the cceiejlial Angels 
Vj,620. 

'Birds, part of the fifth day's creation, defcrib'd vij 417. 

Blafts , an efii6l of Adam’i fall x 692. 

Bridge from hell-gates to the •world over Chaos, the -work, 
defcrib'd x 293. 

C. 

Cain and Abel, their ftory related xj 429. 

Cham’j fiory xj 807. 

Chance , the common, notion of it exploded ij 909. 

Chaos defcrib'd ij 890. vij 210. Its court ij 959. Anfwer 
/flSatan’f fpeech there ij 989. Bounds fince the Angels 
fall, the creation, &c. ij 998. State before it v 5-77. 
A bridge tnade over it from hell -gates to the zvorjdf 
at Adam’j fall x zSi. .Vide Sandies. 

Charity, its praifes, i^c. xij 576 to 587. 

Chemcs , or Peor { a fall'n Angel ) i 406. 4r2. 

Cherubim, vide Angels Cueldlial , g^c. Vide Similies. 

Church , hirelings in it , compar'd to the Devil 'in para- 
dife iv 192. 

Cocytus, a river of hell ij 579. 

Comparifons. Vide Similies. 

Conjugal love, the praifes, of it iv 750. DiJiinguiJlj'3 

from an amour iv 765. Confifts in reafon, not pajfion. 
viij 586. Defin'd viij 589. Exprefl {on the -woman's 
fart) in pradiice viij 50. In •words xij 615. A rec't^^ 
procal duty ix 357. " 

Conjugal obedience , woman's happinefs, &c. iv 63 j'. 

Conjugal union, the reafon and obligations of it viij 494, 
« 955. 961. 
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'Confctence , Gad's umpire in man iij 194, The terrors of 
it iv 13. X 842. Laws ^0 force it y^cenfur^ xij 515. 
ijo irffalltbility againfi it xij 529. 

ConfielUtions y their appearances y motion y &c. iij ^7, 

Creation y' the univerfaly dcfcrib’d iij 708. vij zzi. 

'Creatures animal in paradifoy defcrib'd iv 340. Have 
degrees of knowledge , And reafon viij 369. Their dif~ 
cord, an efe^ of Aditm s fall x 707. Entry o/Noah’j 
ark xj. 733. ... 

D. . 


Dagon {a fall'n Angel) i 457, - • 

Damn'd, the vicifitudes of their torments dejcm d ij 596 

David , his throne why eternal xij 320. 

Day and night in heav’n, defcrib'd vj 4. 

Death and Sin, their ftation at hell-gates before Adim's 
fall ij 648. Their union x 249. Adake a bridge from, 
thence over Chaof to the world, after it x 282. Meet 
Satan in his return to hell from thence x 326. Their 
journey thither, and influences defcrib’d x 410. Arri- 
val at paradife X 58 ^ After -conduSl in the world 
X 610. Vide Similies. 

Death deferibed ij 666. Anfwer to Satan at hell- gates 
ij 688. The fon Satan and Sin ij 727. Its birth 
ij 777. Anfwer to Sin on Adam’j fall x 264. To 
Sins fpeech in paradife x 596. Vide Similies. 

Death natural, the caufes , and variety of it, deferibed- 
xj 466 to 493. More terrible in vtexv than reality xj 
469. Of the faithful , a fleep to immortality xij 425. 
to 434. The gate of life xij 571. 

Death eternal confdered X 808. 

Deluge untverfal. Vide Noah. 

Defpatr , the degrees and colours of it iv loS. 

Devils, why eternally excluded from grace iij 129. 

Difeord cenfured ij 496. Daughter of Sin, &C. X 

Dominion ab folate in man, over men, an ufurpation xij 64. 

Dreams illufive, 6tc. their fource iv 799. Natural V'lio. 
Divine xij 6n. 


E. 

tagU^ a of prey y an efe 6 i of Ada mV /a// xj i8jj 

Earth and Heaven. Vide Heav’n and Earth. 

Earthy its general creation defcrib'd iij 715. vij '231.' 
The JJ:adow of Heaven v 574. Separated from the <wa- 
ter.s'ypart of the third day s creationy defcrib'd vij 176 
The fruits of it y &c. vij 313. Its motion y or of the 
Heavens , fpeculations thereon cenfur'd viij 70. Its 
praifes ix 99. The centre of the creation ix 167. He- 
firutlion by NoahV flood defcrib’d xj 743. Reftitution 
after it xij 852. jin univerfal paradife at theMejftah's 
coming to judgment xij 463. Vide World* 

Edeiv, the country bounded rv 210. 

Eden , the garden of it. Vide Paradife. 

Egypt, the plagues of it defcrib’d xij 173. 

Eleclion aJJ'erted iij 183. 

Elements y &CC. fubflfl on each other xj 41 j. , ' i 

Enoch , his flory and tranflation xj 664. 700. 

Eve and Adam. Vide Adam and Eve, Innocence & 
Similies. 

Eve particularly defcrib’d , charadleriz.’ d , &C. iv 7 iz 
V 379. viij 470. 482. 546. 59^. ix 396.431-457.489’ 
5.38. 003. 890, Anfwer to AdamV difeourje on the 
p^hibition of the tree of knowledge iv 440. Recounts 
her fir ft view of the creation , Adam , ct‘c. iv 449, 
-dnfwer to him at night iv 635. To him waking her, ‘ 
relates her dream v 27. Weeping defcrib’d v 129. 
jitt ending the entertainment of Raphael v 443. Her 
formation from AdAm viij 460. Behaviour on view 
of him y &c. viij $00. .Difeourfe with him preceding 
the temptation ix 205 to 384. Anjwer to Satan { in 
the ferpent) ix 552. The dtfeourfe continued ix 732. 
Soliloquy before her eating the forbidden fruit ix 74c, 
Plucks and eats ix 780. Soliloquy after it ix 79c! 
Rpfolutionto tempt Ad^m ix 830. Speech to him there- 
onfif: Reply to his anfwer.y refolving to die 

With her ix 960. Behaviour thereon ix 990 Gives 
him the fruit ix 99 j. Repeats the tranfgrefion with 
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him ix T005. Is incited by him to carnal 'fruitioit 
(the firjl effeSi of it)^i\ 1014. 1035. The place i,' hic', 
(defcribed ix 1037. Anfwer to' him {accufing her as 
the aggrejfor) imputes it to his indulgence ix 1141. 
Anfwer to God (the" Sdn). calling her to judgment 
(accufes the ferpent) x 159. The fentence pronounc'd 
on her x.. rpz. Behaviour ^ and fpeech on AdamV re- 
pul fe of her , and her offers of confolation ( accufes her 
felf) X.909. After-behaviour' thereon x 937. Reply to 
his anfwer ( advifes to die by their own hands ) x g66 
To him , hailing her the mother of mankind xj i6i. 
Soliloquy , lamenting the threatned expuljion from Pa- 
radife xj 268. Speech to him on quitting it {affeCHon, 
- conjugal refolutions , and confolation on the promife of 
the Meffiah.) xij 61G. Vide Adam £ 7 * Similies. 

Evening defcrib’d iv 598* - 

Evil in thought unapproved blamelefs V 1 1 7. 

Experience ---a guide to wifdom ix 807. 

F. 

Taith , unneceffary endeavours to approve it , fufpicious 
• ix 1139. ’ ' 

Faith in Chriji,with works, eternal life xij 420. Laws 
to force it cenfurd xij 5 1 5.’ No infallibility againfiit 
xij 519. 

Fame ? or glory) the common notion of it cenfur'd xj 688 

Fancy its ojfice v io«. The eye of the foul viij 460. ^ 

Fate, the will of God vij 170. 

Fig-tree , of which Adam , Eve , &C. 'made Aprons^ 
defcrib'd ix lioi. 

Firmament the fecond day s creation , defcrib'd vij 261 

Fijh , part of the fifth day's creation, defcribld vij 39 ^* 

Flaming fword in Paradife on Adam’j , &c. expulfion 
thence, defcrib'd xij 632. V'lde Similies. 

Flood unhierfal. Vide Noah. 

Freedom , with the lofs of it f virtue , &c. degenerates 

xj 797. 


‘ t N D E 

iPtm gra 0 t aferted iij 173. Defin’d iij 

Free-will ajjerted iij 9c v 510. viij 635. It '3 JO*’ 

X 43. Reafon the fame iij 108. ix 350. The image 
ef God viij 440. 

Frmtiouxarnal , the fajfion of it ctnfur'd viij 579, 

G. 

Gabriel , ( the Arch- Angel , diief of the guarlian Angitt 
of Paradife) his fiation^ &C. defcribed iv 443. In- 
form’d by Uriel o/Satan’r defcent there iv 561. Under~ 
takes to detetl him hr 576. His charge to Uzziel, ' 
.Ithuriel, cr Zephon iv 78i» Speech to them, 

&c. on their taking, and return with him iv 866. 

T0 Satan thereon iv 877. Reply to his anfwer iv pox. 

To another iv 946. To another iV 1006. Appointed 
one of the chiefs of the caelejiial army aga'mji the re- 
molted Angels vj 45. His prowefs, &c. in the Battel 
3 S 4 - 

Glory f^or fame) the common notion ef ii cerifured xj 688 
COD the FA T HER contemplating his works , &c. 
iij j6. Speech to God the Son , on Satan’s defign on the 
creation , man^ &c. iij 80. Reply to his anfwer iij 168 
Propofes the manner , &c. of fall'n man’s redemption ^ 
iij 203. Anfwer to the Son undertaking, it iij 174, 
Decrees his bodily refurreSlion as God and man iij 303. 

His the Father’s attributes , &c. iij 372, Vifibly feen 
in the Son iij 383. vj 680. - Charge to Raphael to 
Warn Adam againfi his fall v 224. Speech to the whole 
caeleftial hierarchy, convened at the inauguration of 
God the Son V 600. To the Son on Satan’s Revolt 
thereon v 719, Speech to Abdiel on his quitting their 
p>arty vj 29. Appoints Michael and Gabriel chiefs of 
the coelejliat army vj ^4. Appoints God the Son to end 
tije battel vj 680. Chariot ( the fatfoer’s) defcrib’d vj 
749. Speech to the Son , refolving the creation of tloe 
World vij 139. Commits the Work to him vij 163, 

His {tl^e Fat her’s ) omniprefence vij 168.588. GQodnefs^ 
free vij 170. Will, fate vij 173. Injiitution of the 

b fabbath 
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fahbath Xl>'y the Father and Son) the fevenlh ajie'r 
the fix days of the creation Vij 581. The jolemnity of 
' it defcrib'd vij 594. Speech ( the Father s ) on the 
guardian Angels return from Paradife upon Adam’j 
fall X 34. Appoints the Son judge of it x 55^. Speech 
to the caeleftiais on Sin and Death's entrance into the 
. 'World, thereby X 614. Promife of their dijfolution ^ and 
renovatidn of heaven and earth x 633. Charge to the 
Angels y touching'the changes in the creation on the fall 
X 649. Anfwer to the Sons intercejfion on Adam’; 
repentance xj 45. Speech to the codejlials , conven'd at 
his decreeing his expul/ion from Paradife xj 84. To 
Micfi ad /^er«» xj 99. 

ftOD the SO Sty at the right hand of the Father iij 6 l 
His (the Fathers) fjfencey&cc. iij 138. His 'word y^c, 
iij 169. vij 163. Anfwer to him on Satan's defign'on 
the creation , man , &c. iij 144. On his propofing the 
matiner y &CC. vf mans redemption iij 227. Undertakes 
it iij 236. Love to man^ and filial obedience iij 266. 
“the fecond Aditm iij 285. His merits alone imputative 
to man iij 290. xij 406* His refurreSlion , as God O' 
man , decreed iij 303. Equal to the Father iij 30c. 
His h the Sons) attributes iij 383. Anfwer to the 
Father on Satan's revolt vj 733. The image of 
. the Father iij 383. vj 680. vj 736. The Mejfiah vj 
718. 88 r. Anfwer to the Father y appointing him to 
end the battel between the ccelefiial and revolted Angels 
vj 723, Undertakes it vj 730. His armoury equipage, &c. 
defcrib'd vj 760. Speech to the cdeleftial army vj 8co. 
Solely attacks the revolters vj 824. Intirely defeats them 
■ vj 838. Returns in triumph vj 878. His perfonycqui- 
. page,^c. in the Work of the creation defcrib'd vij 192 
Rc-afeent to heaven after it vij 550. Infiitittion of the 
fahbath ( by God the Father , and Son ) the feventh 
after the fix days creation vij 581. The folemnity of it 
defcrib’d vij 594. Anfwer (the Son's) to Adam, on 
, lis foUtude in Paradife viij 369. To his reply viij 398 
Jo another (protnifes him a confort)S\)] . Appointed 
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the lather judge o/AdamV tranfgrefjion X 55. 
judgment committed to him x 56. The nw(%of it x 
58. Anfwer to the Father thereon x 68, . jlefcent t» 
Eden x 85. Call to Adam there x 103. l^fly to hk 
anfwer {accufing Eve) x 119. To his reply x 144, 
To, Eve {accufing the ferpent) X 157. Sentence pror 
nouncA by him on the ferpent x 163. 17 5. Explained 
X i8z. On Eve x igt. On Adam x 197. Cloatht 
them with skins, &c.'X;Xii. Re-afcent to tbeFatherf 
and intercejfion for them x 214. The jufiice of his fen- 
tence x 754. iis intercejfion on their repentance xj 22« 
Vide Meffiah. . _ 

GOD, Purity of adoration more acceptable to him, than 
ritual iv 736. All good proceeds from, “and returns 
to him V 469. To be contemplated in the works of the 
Creation V'.^oS. A^s. immediate vij i‘} 6 . , The centre 
of heaven ix 107. His abfolute decrees xj 311. The 
fear of him, 8c c. with loft of freedom, degenerates xj 
797. Particular prejthce xij 48. To obey, love, depend 
on his providence , &c. the fum of knowledge xij £57t 
And wifiiom xij SIS' ■' 

Go [pel how to be underftood xij f ii. 

Crace of Cod , man Us objeQ , and Devils eternally ex- 
cluded from it , why iij 129. Mans long refifiance of 
it alone exclufive iij 198. Repentance a fruit of it xj 
22. The fpirits of it , and liberty , conforts xij 525. - 
Gratitude exerted, a difcbarge of its debt iv 55. 
Gunpowder , guns, &c. the original invention vj 478. 
afcrib'd to the Devil vj 484. Di/charge defcrib’d vj 584. 

H, 

Heaven and earth , their final renovation by fire xj 898, 
xij 547. After-bappinefs therein xij 463. 549, 

Heaven , th^_ joys , &c. of it defcrib'd iij 344, It Gate 
iij 501. V 253. Pajfage from thence to the world iij 
526. Its general, creation iij 716. Vifible, the fiudy of 
it how necejfary viij 66. Speculations of its motions, 
or the earth' s , cenfured viij 70. How fituated, re- 
[peeing the world, and Hell x 320, 

: , b 2 
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T^lldtferM i Co.iiS. ij 587.618. Its Gates 1} 645^ 
rirfi opend by fm ij 871. How fituated ^ reJpeSi'mt 
heaven t and the world % 3zz. Vide Similies. 
Hierarchies of beav‘», before the revolt of the fall n Angels^ 
defirih'^d v 579. 

Hinnom, the valley of ^ whence calld Tophet , ani 
Gehenna i 399. 

HO LT-G HOST, its eptfion, &C. at the creation vij 
. 195. Defient, iac.,on the Afoftles , and all baptixjd 
xij 485, Promis'd and given alike to all believers xij 518 
Hofpitality, an incitation w v 316. 

Hymn to light iij l. To God the Father and Son ii) 37Z, 
On conjugal love iv 750. On the creation vij iSo.zsi. 
557. 60a. 

Hypocrify vifible to God alone iij 682. 

Hypocrites, Satan the firft iv izi. Preteetders to fuper^ 

natural purity , &c. iv 744* 

-I. 


Idolatry, the original rife of it afign'd i 364. Of tH 
pftfl-diluvian world xij 115* 

^ealoufy the lover s Hell v 449. 

Immortality of the foul difcufs x 782. 

Jnnoce?ice, the fate of tt defer tb d iv 312. 492.. 73^ 
V 111.303. 443 *‘^i'i 40. 5 * 0 - 

JntelkHual beings , a faculty of them ij 146. 

Invocations, the author’s i 6, iij 51. vij i. xj 20, 

Jove {a faWn Angel) 1 512. 

Ifraelites, the fiory of their bondage, ^ deliverance frorn 
jEgypt , related xij 163. OJ the fetUement of their, 
civil and facred oeconomy in the wildernefs xij 223. 

.. Eflablijhment in Canaan xi j T. 6 o.^Reafon , ufe , &G. 
of their ritual laws xij 280. Goverjtment by Judges 
and Kings xij 315. Captivity in Babylon xij 335. 
Keturn from thence , afterrdiffentions, &c. ta the birth 
of the Mefftah, &C. Xij 345 to 359. 

Ifis, {a fall’n Angel) i 478. 

Ithuricl {a guardian Angel of Paradife) iv 788. TSetiSls 
Satan's firfi attempt on Eve there iv 8x0. 


Knov>^ 
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K. 

'JS^noViledge of good and evil , the tree of it , bow fituatei 
ix 6 x 6 . Befcribed ix 575^. Forbidden roAdani 
vij 541. viij 313. Satan's Encomium of it ix 679, 
Eve’f ix 795. 863. 

Knowledge ( or opinion ) the refult of rtafon and fancy v 
100. Without refiraintf folly vij 126. viij i88. xij 560 
Cf things neceffary , wifdom viij 192. 

Knowledge of future events , the defire of it reprehended 
xj 770. Its fum, the love t fear, &c. of God xij 5:57, 
In animal creatures ajferted viij 369. Vide Similies. 

L. 

Lefhe , a river, of bell , defcrib'd ij 582. Medufa tho 
guard of /V ij 6ro. 

Leviathan defcrib’d i 2oi, 

Liberty , with the loft of it » virtue , &c. degenerates 
797. Adam’i folly me firfi caufe of it xij 82. 

liberty y the-fame with reafon xij 83. 

lifcy the tree of it defcrib'd iv 218. Where fituated ix 69. 
Lifcy longy by temperance xj 530. The great rule of U 

refpeblingitfelf:t\SSZ- 

light y hymn to it iij The firfi days creationy defcrib'd 
.vij M 3 - 

Lightning how produced x 1073, 

Limbo, or fools paradife, where iij 495. 

Liott y a beafi of prey y an effeH of Adam’i fall xj 187. 

Love conjugal y its praifes iv 750. Diflinguifb'd from 
that of an amour, iv 763;. Love eonfifis tn reafon, y 
notpajfion viij 586. Defin'd viij 589. In fpiriis coe- 
lejiialy the exptefiion of it y what y and how viij 620. 
Smiles y the food of love ix 239. Founded in reafon y 
one end of human life ix 241. 

Luchfer, Satan why fo called x 425. Vide Satan. 

Lufi carnal , the firfi effeU, of Adam’^ fall ix ipilii 
The folate of it ix 1042. 

b 3 ' lyl^mon 
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Mammon {a fall' n Angil) i 678. Uh fpeech in tH 
, comuil call'd by Satan after the'tr fall ij ng. 

Man fall' n the object of grace ^ •why iij 130. His long 
rtjiftance of it alone exclu/ive iij 198. Redemption pr<n 
pos'd by God the Father iij 103. Undertaken by God 
the Son iij 22.7. The Son's merits alone imputative to 
him , towards it , ho'iv iij 190. 

'Man created to repair the lofs- of the faU'n Angels iij 667 
IX 143. His creation defcrtb' d vij Dominion over 
the reft vij jzo. Love to woman , how confiftent •tf)itb 
his fuperiority viij 567. Jhe whole creation in little 
ix 109. Angels y his guardians ix 154. His fuperiority 
over the woman given him by God x 145. 195. Pur~ 
fuing his appetites , disfigures not God's image , but his 
own xj 515. Conformity to the divine willf the true 
end of his creation xj 603; Abfolute dominion over bis 
brethren ( men ) an ufurpation xij 64, Given him by 
God only over the creatures xij 67. 

Matches conjugal, the modern cenfur'd viij Refpe^iag 
the woman particularly x 888, 

Medufa, the guard of ij 6ro. 

Mercy, God’s fir ft and laft attribute iij 13X. 

Mefliah x 181. The promife explain'd x i8i. 

xij 386. His birth, and kingdom defcrib' d xij 359. 
why called the feed of the woman xij 376. Life, and 
pajflon xij 388. Refurre6lion,andmiffion of the Apoftles 
xij 410. Afcenfion, &CC. xij 451. Coming to judgment^ 
&c. xij 538, 543. 

Michael {the Arch - Angel') appointed one of the chiefs 
of the coeleftial army againfi the revolted Atigels vj 44 
His prowefs,lkc. in the battel vj 150. Speech Satan 
encountring him vj x6x. The combat defer ibed vj 296 
Wounds Satan vj 3x0. The revolt ers defeated, incamps 

1 Ofi the field of battel vj 410. Prepares to expe/Adam, 
gp'c. from Paradife xj 126, His appearance , Sza. there 
defiribed xj 238. Speech to Adam thereon ,xj 25 r. 

Reply 



I N t) E X. 

'Reply io Eve lamenting the threatned expuljion xj 
To Pid^Lvn onthe fajne fubjeSi xj 334. Difcovers to him 
{invifion) 'wbat Jhould happen to the time of the 'Flood 
xj 413 to 867. The ftory o/Cain and Abel xj 4x9; 
'Death xvith its caufes ^ and variety xj 466. The jiate 
of the antediluvian 'World {in common^ xj 556. The 
fate of it {civil \ or in propriety) xj 638. The flory 
c/Enoch xj 664. o/Ndah xj 700. The flood -x] 738 
God's covenant to deftroy the world no more by Water 
xj 890. Difcovers to him {relatively) what fbould 
happen from the flood to the general refurre 6 iion xij 6 
to 551. The patriarchal government x\] 13. Nimrod’/ 
tyranny xij 2^ The building and confulton at Babel 
xij 3^ The ftory of j\] lor. 0 / Abraham, 
/indwe Patriarchs xij nj. Of the Ifraelites bondage 
in vEgypt , and deliverance thence xij 163. Of the 
fettlement of their civile and facred oeconomy ^ in the 
Wildernefs , and eflablijhment in Canaan xij 223. Of 
their various ritual taws., their reafon^ufcyH^c. xij 280 
Of their government by fudges and Kings xij 31^. Of 
their captivity in Babylon xij 335.' Of their return 
from thence., after^d’ijfentions , the birth and kingdom 
. of the Mejfiah xij 345 /o 371. Of his life, pajfion ^ 
refurretJian , mijjion of the Apoftles * afcenjion , &c. 
xij 388 to 465. Of the mijfton of the HolyGhofti gift 
of tongues , miracles , &C. xij 485 to 504. Of the 
Apoftles fucceflors {falje teachers, &Z.C.) their ambition, 
innovations , &c. the effe 6 ls of them , C7 the Mejfiah' s 
coming^ to judgment xij yOy to 551. His anfwtn to 
Adam’^ refolutions of future obedience, commends.^ 
advifes him, and warns him to quit Paradife xij 57 
Leads him and Eye out xij 637. Vide Similies. 

of If i 2.<;4. Difcourfe , its food ix 23 7.. 
Moloch {a fall' n Angel) i 392. His fpeechin the council 
call d by Satan after their fall ij Defies Gabriel 
in the battel between the ccelefiial and revolted Angels 
vi 357, H Wounded by him, and flies vi 360. 

• Moony 
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'MooHf fuppos'd inhabited by tranjlated faints and middti 
fpirits iij 459. Its office iij yxo. Rt(ing defer ib'd iv 606 
The fpots in it , vapours not yet confolidated •with its 
body V 418. Part of the fourth day s creation vij 350 
Receives its light from the Sun Vij 375. Motionyafpehs 

vij 329 - . . ■ 

Moon and Jlars , their courfes , influences * &c. i v 66r, 

Moon and planets , their noxious motion , afpeHs , &C. 
an effiecl of Adam’i fall x 656. 

Morning in heavn deferib'd vj i. 20. 

Morning y natural y deferib'd v 10. xj 1 92. 133. 

Moles and Aaron their miffion to j^igypt xij I7Q> 

Mulciber {a fall' n Angel) i 740. 

N. 

-Xight in heaven , deferib'd V 64I. 

night and day in heaven deferib'd vj 4. 

Night , natural , deferib'd iv 604. 776. V 3^ iz 48* 
At Adam’r fall x 846. 

Nimrod (tbefirjl monarch) his tyranny deferihed, and 
cenfured xij 24. 

Nifroc {^afall'n Angel) vj 446. His an fjoer to Satan 
in council after their defeat by the eaelefiial Angels vj 
4?f. 

.Noah , his reprehenfon of the antediluvian •World xj 719. 
808. Building the ark y &c. xj 728. Entring it ytaith 
bis family y the creatures , xj 733 * The flood 
deferib'd xj 738. 824. Its abatement y the ark’Syreftingy 
dec. 841. His deftent from it y the appearance of the 
rainboiVy &c. xj 86r. 

Noon deferib'd’ v 300. 

O. 

Obedience , conjugal , Woman's happinefs , &C. iv ^ 3 S* 
Of willy not neceffity y only acceptable to God V 529.- 

Old age deferib'd xj 53 

Omens of AdamV expulfion from Paradife xj 182. - 

Opinion {'or knoucledge) jCnowledge <?r' Opinion. 

Orh 


I N D E X. 

Orbs eoelefiialy and terrejlrialf notions ahoUt their motions^ 
appearance , 6cc. doubtful , and not necejfary^ t$ the 
improvement of bappintfs f viij 70 to 178. 

Orus fall’n Angel) Ofytis {another) i 478, 

P. 

I Pin<^3^monium {the court of hell) deferib'd i 7^0. 

F/We 'Similies. 

Fnradife {or the garden of EAcn) deferib'd iv 1 31. 214. v 

• zyr.vij 537. viij 304. 1x439. The eaftern gate of it iV' 
542. Guarded by Gabriel iv 549. The bower o/Adani 
and Eve there iv 690. The parade ^ watches , &C. of 
the guardian Angels in Paradife iv 778.782.861.977 
The hill there,from whence Michztcl dif covers /oAdam 
in vifion , what fiDould happen to the time of the flood 
xj 377. Adam and Eve’x expulfion from Paradife 

f deferib'd xij 625. The faming fword^ &c. guarding 

I the eafl gate of it xij 63 The feat of it deflroy’d by 

^ Noah’j flood xj 829. Vide Similies. 

' Pajfons inordinate t an efletl of Adam’f fall ix 1120. 

Patriarchal government , from the flood to Nimrod’f /y- 
ranny xij 13. 

Patriarchs ( Abraham*^, CT'f. ) their flory related xij 1 13 

Peace , the corruptions of it etjual to the wafies of Wat 

. , 783. 

Pcor, or Chemos {a fall'n Angel) i 412. 

Persecution in matters fpiritual , the rife of it xij 508 
to 533. hs efeih xij 533. 

Phlegeton (a River of Hell ) ij 580. 

Plagues of i^gypt deferib'd X’J 173. 

Planets and moon , their noxious motion , afpeSts , &G, 
an effetJ of Adam’^ fall x 6^6. 

Pleafure fenfual , cenfurd xj 603. 

Poles f north and fouth ^ perpetual day under both ^ but 
for Adam’f fall x 668. 680. 

Prayer^ the efficacy of its fpirit xj 5. 14. 146. Unavatldble 

* agaihfl God's abfolute decrees xj 31I. 

Prtdcftinat ion defin'd iij tir. 

c Priefls 
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iy/iefis occafton the firfl dijftnfion in the Je-dji/I^ church 

and JlAte xij 35^, . , . ... . . 

Profopopaeia.ffw Eve j eatwg the forbidden fr^utt ix 78 Z 

On Adam'j ix 1000. 


^atnhew , its firjl appearance after Noah’i flood xj 865. 
Sitin of God's covenant to dejiroy the world no more by 
water xj 895* 

kamici, Ariel, and Kx\qz (fall'n Angels) •vanqutjb'd^ 


vj 369* 

Raphael {the Angel) his defcent to Paradife to warn 
Adam againjl bis fall V 147. perfon defcribed v 
Zl 6 . Anfiver to Adam’i invitation to his bonuer ^ and 
entertainment there v 371.404* Salutation of Eve v 
388. Difeourfe with Adam on various Subjebis v 468 
to viij 651. On the peffeblion , variety, and gradual 
(economy of the creation v 468 to 543. On obedience, 
as a duty of choice, not necejfity V 5z0.ro 543. On 
the revolt and defeat of the fall’n Angels v g-nto^gy 
rhefice warns him againfi Satan’i temptations vJ 893. 
Vnnquijhes Afmadai, and puts him to flight vj 363^ 
On the creation, &C. vij 1 1 r to 640. On the motion, 
appearances, dnd influences of the coeleflial ct* terreflial 
bodies viij to 178. B.eply to Adam’r account of 
him [elf on his creation, &c. viij 560. Reply to his 
' ttueftion coheerning love , and the exprejpon of it in 
fpirits ccdeftial viij 6 zo. Advice /o'Adam at parting, 
and re-afeent to heaven viij 630. Vide Similies. ^ 
Reafon, and free-will, the fame \v 95. 108. ix 350* 
The chief faculty of the foul v lOO. The being of the 
foul , difcurfive of men , intuitive, of Angels v 4S6. 
In animal creatures The law of nature 
Correlative with liberty xij 83. vdth virtue xij 97 * 
Redemption of man , propos’d by Cod the Father iij 103* 
Undertaken by God the Son ilj izy* 

Repentance the grace of God iij 185. Sincere endeavours 
towards it acceptable iij 19 1 . Jn a^t of it x ic86. 
lis efficacy xj zr. 

Rtpro- 



INDEX, 

^prohatioKf theftateofit iij 198. 

Reptiles f part of the fixtb day's creation, deferihed vij 475 
Revolt , and defeat of the fall’ n uingels V 577 /p vj 89^1 
Rimmon (4 fall'n Angel ) i 4^57, ' 

s. ^ 

Sabbath, its infiitution* the feventh, after the fix days 
creation vij 581'. The foLemnity of it defcrib’d vij 594 
Salvation, not only to the font 0/ Abraham V loins, bus 
his faith xij 449. 

Satan {the prince of the fall'n Angels) his fall from heaven 
i 34. Why fo called i 81. v 6^-7. Speech /pBelzebub, 
. after their fall i 84. Rc/'/y /p Belzebnb’i anfwer 1157 
. Afcent from hell i ipz. His ftature looks, 8(.c. defcrib'd 
i 193. iv 985. V 706. Speech to Belzebub thereon i 
24Z. His Jhteld defcrib’d i 284. His fpear i 292, 
speech to the other fall'n Angels i 315. His fiandard 
defcrib’d i 531* Speech to the fall’n Angels reimbattgl’ d 
i 62.1. Calls a council i 751. Speech to them in council 
ij rr, Undertakes an attempt on the world {the refult 
of it) ij 430. 465. Afcent to the gates of bell ij 629. 
Speech to Death there ij 68 r. The father of Sin , and 
Death ij 727. AnfitJer to Sin's fpeech ij 737. To her 
reply ij 817. Flight iftto Chaos ij 917. Arrival at 
the court of Chaos \] 951. Speech there ij 968. Br, ought 
fin and death firft into, the world ij 1024. Afcent to. 
light, 1034. Alights on the convex of the 'World’s^ 
eutermoft orb iij 418. View of the World from the firjl 
fiep to heav’h gate iij 540. Defcent to it defcrib’d iij 
561. Stops at the fun iij 588, Difcovers Uriel, tht 
Angel of it', there iij 621. Transforms bimfelf to a 
Cherub iij 6^4.^Speecb rp Uriel iij 654. Deceives him 
iij' 681. Is direHed by him to th^ world iij 714. And 
Farad'tfe iij 733. Alights on mount Niphatcs iij 739 
Soliloquy contemplating the fun iv 31. The firfi hypo~ 
trite iv 121. Arrives at Paradife iv 131. Sirs on the 
tree of life iv 194. Soliloquy on view of Adame/ Eve 
Paradife iv 358, Defeends from tht tree of life, 
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ajfumis feveral animal Jhapes iv 395. Lijiem to- 
Adam^x difcourfe with Eve, on Gpd's prohibition of 
. the tree of knowledge iv 408. Solilocjuy on the fubjecl 
cfft iv 505. Refolves thence to tempt them to dijobe^ 
ditnce iv 511. Firft attempt in the ajfumed fbape of a 
toadf on Eve a/leep iv 799. jinjwer to Itliuriel and 
Zephon, reprehending him thereon iv 82,7. Retly ra 
their anfwer iv 851. yinfwer to Gabriel iv 886. 
*• Reply to bis anfwer iv 925. To another iv 968. Jbo 
inauguration of God the Son , the occafion of his revolt 
V 657. Speech to 'the next fubordmate Angel of hti. 
party thereon v 673. The (eat of his hierarchy before 
his fall t deferib'd v 756. Speech to the Angels of his 
hierarchy thereron v 7 71. Reply to Abdiel’j anfwer , 
on his fpeech to the Hierarchs of his party v 853. His 
army deferibed vj 79. His port ^ and pojl there vj 09. 
Anfwer to Abdiel’r reply vj 1 50. Battel between hss , 
and the coelejiial army, deferib'd vj 105 to 3 58/ tiis 
prowefs in the battel vj .246. Kneottnters Michael vj 
a53* Anfwer ro Michael'; fpeech thereon vj 281. The 

• combat deferib'd xj 296. Wounded by him vj 320. 
Carried off'v] 335. His army defeated vj 386. Retreats 
and calls a council vj 414. Speech, in council vj 418. 

• Reply to Nifroc there vj 469. Gives the word fr 
renewing the battel vj 558. Renew'd by his army, 
and the fecond Battel d^crib'd vj 569. 670. Speech, 
on the coelejiial army's retreat vj 608. His army's 
intire defeat gp" expuljion from heav'n defcrib'H vj 83 r 
to 877. Returns from compaffing the earth, to Paradife 
hy night , in a mijl , in order to his temptation ix 53. 
His circuit, &c. deferib'd ix 62. Soliloquy thereon ix 
99. Enters the ferpent ix 1 82. View ( in that JJ.\tpe ) 
of Ewe ix 424. Soliloquy thereon ix 473. Boloaviour 
to her ix 523. Speech to her ix 532. Reply to her 
4nfiver ix 567. The d'tfcourfe ( his temptation of Eve 

. to eat the forbidden fruit) continued ix 732. Leaves 
. her after eating it ix 784. His fenteme thereon {vir~ 
Jua(ly-) pronounced hy Ged the Son x 271. Returns to 

■ - - ‘ hclk 
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bdl to avoid his pro fence mParadife x 537. Metis Sin 
and Death upon tbeir journey to the world onAdzm’s 
fall X 345. jinfwer toSins fpeech x 383. Parts wish 
them X 410. Afetxsis his throne at Panciamonium 
X443. Speech to the fyll'n Angels afj'embled there x 4<;g • 
Applauded with an bifs x 504. He and they trans-f 
form'd to ferpents x 510. Further punijh'd with an 
illufion of the forbidden fruit x 549. Both annually 
continued x 5:75. Himfelf{the ferpent) drag d in chains 
at the afcenjion of the Mejfab xij 453. Dijfolution 
(ufth the world) at his coming to judgment xij 545. 

, Tide Sirailies. f 

Saturn i^afall'n Angel) i 5TI. 

Scriptures how to be underfood xij ^rr. 

Seafons , their changes , refpecling tach dime , an eficct cf 
Adam’f fall x 677. ^ 

Serpent defcrib'd ix i8z. After enter'd by Satan ix 495 
His fcntence (.formally) pronounc’d by God the Son, 
as the of urn d tempter of Esc x 163. 175. r/VeSimi- 
lics. - 

Sideral blafls , &-C. att ef'ecl- of Adam’i fall x 691* 
sin and Death. Vide- Death and Sin. , , 

Sin defcrib'd ij 650. Her fpeech to Satan , ar.d Death, 
at hell-gates ij "jly. Reply to Satan ij 747. Her birth 
ij 751. Reply to his anjwtr ij S50. Opens hcU-gatS!S 
to him ij 871. Speech to Death on Adam’/ fall x Z35 
To Satan, {ineeting him returning to beU^) on her ey‘ 
Death's journey to the world after it x 354. TaDeatH 
on their arrival at Paradfe x 591. Reply to Daub's 
anfwer x 602. Vide Similies. 

Sin original', lufl carnal the firfeffedl of it ix 10 1 1. Its 
folace ix 1042. 

Slavery , original, of it the inordinacy of the Paffions xij 
86 . The juf ice of iff as confefuential on deviating fronf 
virtue , &c. xij 97. 

Soul, its faculties v 100. Its immortality difeufs'd x 782. 
Spirits , their e (fence , and power i 413. 789. Their in^» 
"ftfiblff exijience on earth iv 677. The eUtl, their hyinn 
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t9 God the Tather , and Son iij 371. Material » &C. 
faculties in fpirits v 404. 433. Vital , animal , cp* in- 
telleSiual fpirits progrejfive from material nutrition v 481 
Their extfience in life , tntelle^l , Jhape , &C. defin'd 
vj 344. 

Spring perpetual within the tropics , but for Adam*^ fall 
X 678. 

Stars, their places, appearances, &C. iij 565. Ted by 
the air v 417. Part of the fourth days creation vij 
357. Receive their light from the fun vij 364. Vide 
Similies. 

Stars , and Moon , their courfes , influences , &c. iv 661 

Storms, &c. an effed of Atizm s fall xj 695. 

Styx, a river of hell ij 577 - 

Sun, its appearance , place, cr power iij 571. Brightnejs 
defcr'ib'd iij 591. Orb fed by exhalations from the 
groffer v 413. Part of the fourth day’s creation vij 
354. The fountain of light yi] 364. Setting defcrib’d 
IV 351. 539. 590. viij 630., X 91. It's annual courfe, 
producing intenfe heat and cold, an efledi of AdamV 
fall X 651. Its oblique motion from the equinoctial, 
from the fame caufe x 671, Vide Similies, 

T. 

Teachers (falfe) of the chrifiian religion defcrib’d xij 50S 

Temperance , the effect of it lor>g life xj 530 

Thammuz or Adonis (^a fall’ n Angel) i 446. 

Thunder, an ejpeCl of A.<\z\x\’ s fall x 666. 

Time, re/peCting eternity , defin’d V 580. 

Titan, {a fall'n Angd) i 510. 

Tradition cenfurd xij 511. 

Tree of life. Vide Life. Of knowledge. Vide knowledge. 

Truth , fuff ring for it , fortitude , 6cc. xij 56^;. 

Tyranny , Nimrod’i , ' defcrib'd , and cenfured xij 14* 
Origine of it , the inordinacy of the paffions xii 86 . 

. Tloexcufe df the' tyrant {tho' fsfi in ccnfsquence on the 
fubjeH) Xij 95.^ 



INDEX. 

J^r^nfs , thir plea for (onejuejl , &c. comp At i •mt)y 
Satan*^ fifft attempt on man iv 39c. 

TiLiitgbt defcrib'd iv 598. » 

V. 

Vacutty , God's omniprefence an argument againfl it vij 

1 6S. 

Valour , ( cr heroic virtue , ) the common notion of it cen» 
far’d xj 688. 

Virtue t. 6 cc, with loft of freedom degenerates xj 797. 

Reafon, and virtue^ the fame xij 98. 

Union conjugal. Vide Conjugal union. 

Uriel (the Angel of the fun) iij 6 ^^. His anfWer to 
Satan iij 694. Diretls him to the world iij 724. 
And Paradif) iij 733. Defends thither himfelf^ and 
informs Gabriel of Satan’j predefcent iv 555. 561. 
Encounters Adramelec, {a fall' n Angel) wounds 
puts him to flkbt vj 363. Similies. 

Uzziel i^a guardian Angel of Paradife) iv 782. 

W. 

War , property the original of it xj 638. The corruptions 
of peace equal to its wafies xj 783. 

Waters feparattd from the earth , part of the third day's 
creation vij 281. Vide Similics. 

Wife , her duty in danger , difirefs , &c. ix 267. xj 290 
Wind , the tcmpi>fluous power of it an effe£i of Adam’ t 
fall X 664. 69 

Wifldm, the fum ofit^ the love y &c. of Cod xij 57^. 
Wolves y {or falfe teachers) the Apofiles fuccejforsydefcrib'd 
Xij 507. 

Woman y conjugal obedience her happinefs y &C. iv 635’. 
Man's love towards hery how confflent with his fu^ 
periority yiij 567, TWo of her loveliefi qualities ix 232 
The effeH of leaving her to her own will ix 1182. 
fupertority over hery given him by God x 14^. 19^. 
A novcltyy deftPl of naturty &c. {farcafi’tcally) x 888. 
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' 'advantu'fe x>f her fo.cial , over her artificial accom* 
plijhments xj 614. Every way the caufe of mans ml- 
fery {farcaftically ) xj 631. 

tVorks , with faith in Cbrtfi , eternal life xij 410. 

World y the convex of its outtrmofi orb defcrib'd iij 4181* 
By whom, popjl {farcaftically) iij 444. 463. Thif 

■ 'creation of the World , committed by God the Father , 
to God the Son vij 163. Defcrib'd vij Zl8. Situafton 
Cf ity refpe fling heaven and hell x 310. Vide Earth. 

' ; Z. ^ 

Zephon (a guardian Angel of Paradife) iv 788. Re-^ 
prehends Satan’f firft attempt on Eve time iV 813* 
Reply to his nnfwer iv 834. 

Zopiiiel [a cherub) vj 535. Alarms the coeleflial army ^ 
on the approach of Satan’r to renew the battel vj 537. 


S I M I L I E S. 

Adam and Eve, after their fally compar'd to theAvnex'i*' 
cans, at firft feen by Columbus ix IH5. Their re- 
pentance to Deucalion and Pyrrha‘i addrefs t$ 

reftore human race ajter their flood xj 8. 

Adam carejfng Eve ~ - to Jupiter with Juno iv 499. 

His addrefs to her fleeping to Zephyrus breathing 

on Flora v 15. Bower --to Pomona’^ arbour v 377 
Defires to knew the ftory of the creation, prior to his 
own -- to thirft unallay d, increaftng Vij 66. Awak'd 
a fter carnal fruition , the firft effefl of his fall — to 
Jborn fcy Dalilah ix 1059. Sorrow en the 

vifion of Noah’r flood to a father's mourning hit 

children all deftroy'd in his view at once xj 760. 
Angels caeleftial , the fpears ( of the guardians of Para- 
dife). --- to ears of corn ripe for reaping iv 980. 
march againft Satan’r army ----to that' of the 
. ■ ■ birds 


Digilizoc L, 



INDEX. 

birds in Paradife to receive their names from Adam vj 

7 Z. Their hallelujahs to the found of feas x 64a, 

\ Appointed to expel Adam, CP'c. from Paradife) 

their faces to a double finus (four) xj rz8. Their eyes 
to thoft of Argus XJ IZ9. T^ir appearance there 
- - - to the Angels appearing to Jacob in Mahanaini 
xj ZI3. -- To thofe in Dothan againft the King of 
Aflyria'xj zi6. Their motion --- to an evening nu^ 
xi] 6z8. 

Angels fall'n - -to autumnal leaves i 301. — To floating 
fea-fedge after' a form i 304. Roufing at SatanV com- 
mand to centinels VMking from fleepon duty i 331 

Imbat telling againft the Angels cceleflial to the 

^Egyptian plague of locufisin^. - To the irruptions 
of the northern Barbarians i 351. Their fifpofition to 
engage -- ■ to that of the heroes of antiquity i 5491. 

• With them the greateft armies in all ages flnce the 

creation pigmies i 5:73. Them/elves -- to oa((s or 

pines blafled i 6iz. Their fearcbin^^ &C. for the ma- 
terials <?/Pand 3 emonium to pioneers intrenching^ 

&C. i 675. Their manner of raifing it --to the Wind 
of an Organ i 705. Affembling thereat — to. bees i 768 
*•- To pigmies i 780. --.To fairies i 781. Their ap- 
plause e^MamtnonV fpeechin council - -to the hollow: 
'Hind after a ftorm ij Z85. Their ri(ing from council 
‘ - to thunder afar off ij 476. Their pleafure on the 
refult --to the evening fun after a foul day ij 488. 
Their after various purfuits , pafjions , &C. --to the 
OJympick , or Pythian ij 530. --- To the 
Phanotnenaaf armies in the clouds ij 533. -- To Her- 
cules on Oeta ij 543. Their numbers compofing Satan’x ' 
army againfl the coelefiials -- to the flars v 745. -- 
To the dew drops v 746. Their applaufe Satan’/ reply. 

to Abdiel to the found of deep 'waters v 87 z. 

Throng'd together after their entire defeat by God the 

Son to a herd of goats vj 856. Their retreat to 

Pandaemonium from the frontiers' of hell during Sa- 
tan/ expedition to the 'world --to the Tartar’/ 

d ' b^rt 
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htfere the Rufs --and the Perfian/r^>w the Turk -- 
•wafting the intermeditate country x 4^1. Tranf or ma- 
tion to ferpents --to thofe fprung from the Gorgon’i 
blood , &C. X 526. Their appearance on the Tree iilu- 
five of the forbidden fruit - - to the fnaky hair of 
Megaera (orie of the furies) x 558, The fruit --to 
‘ the apples of Sodom x 561. 

Chaos, jitomsy their motion — to Libyan tjuickfands 
ij 900. Corsfufton there — to forming a town ij 910, 
— To heaven and earth (fuppos’d) falling, hue. ij 914 
Death , and Sin , their making a bridge over Chaos to ■ 
the world --to polar winds , driving the ice together 
in the {fuppos'd),north-eaft pajfage x 289. The work 
to Neptune’i fixing the ife of Delos x 293. -- To 

Xerxes rnaking a bridge over the Hellei'pout x 306. 
Death's inftin 6 l of Adam’i fall --to the flight of birds 
of prey to a field of battel x 273. His and Saran'i 
frowns on each other --to two thunder olouds meeting 

ij 714* . ' ... 

Eve -- her hair - - to the vine's tendrils iv 305. Her 
looks ■ - to the fir ft blufh of morning v 122. Her felf 
— to Pandora iv 713. -- To a wood nymph, or 
Venus V 379. -- To a Dryad,, or Delia, (Diana) 
ix 387. — To Pales Pomona ix 393. •- To Ceres 
ix 395. Her Temptation by Satan alluded to by 
the y?ory f/ Ophion and Eurynome x 578. 
flaming fword in Paradife , o» Adam'r and Eve’^ ex- 
pulfio* thence -- to a comet xij 632. Its heat y^Suc. 
-~ to the Libyan air xij 634. . , 

Hell -- to mount iTtna fin Sicily Y i 230. --To the 
% or Serbonis ( Palaedine) ij 592. 

J^uowledge , the defires of it -- to a tijirft unallay d , in- 
creafing vij 66 . 

Michael, combat withSztzn — to two Planets rufhing 
in oppofition to each other vj 310. Appearance, to expel 
Adam, &c. from Paradife -- to a man in a mili- 
tary veft , &c. xj 239.' 

P^ndacmonitim its fudden rife — to art exhalation i 71Q 

Paradife , 
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X I N D E X. 

paradife^ tht air of it — to the effluvia from Arabia Faelir, 

At Sea iv 159. Its feif—to the fleld ^j/Enna (/w Sicily) 
iv 268. To the grove of Daphne , ct'c. C in Theiraiy ) 
iv 272. --To the He o/Nyfa, ( where Bacchus was 
brought up iv 275. — To mount AmzYZ. Ethiopia) 

•iv 280. --To the gardens of Adonis ix 439. -- Of 
Aldnoas ix 440. -- 0/ Solomon ix 442. 

Raphael, of the world in his defcent from Heaven 
to Paradife — to that of the moon through an optic glafs 
V 261. — O/Ddos or Samos from r/joCydades v 264 
Himfelf — to a phoenix v 271. -- /o Mercury v 285 
Satan — to Briareus, Typhon and the Leviathan i 199 
201. -- ToH:e'[un rifing in a mifl i 594. — In eclipfe 

■ i 596. --To the longefl train of a comet ij 707. -- 

To mount TenerifF or Atlas iv 985. His Jhield — to 
the moon i 284, His fpcar -- to a mafl 1 292. His 
jiandard -- to a meteor i 337. The Phenomenon of 
his a/cent to hell gates — to a fleet in the Ojfin ij 636’. 
His Death' s- frowns on each ot!)er — to two thunder- 

clouds meeting ij 714. Plight to the court 0/ Chao? — 
to a Gryphon s in the wildern'efs ij 943. Towards 
heaven'^ — to {the fbip) Argo , /^ro’ Tliracian 
Bofphorus ij ioi6. To Ulyifes’i voyage between 
Scylla and Charybdis ij 1019. Arrival at lights S^c. 

-- to a weather-beaten vejfei toivards port ij 1043» 

- - On the convex of the world’s outermofl orb -- to a 
vulture fceking his prey iij 43 1 . Firfl view of the World 
--tp a fcout’s cafual profpedt y^after a dangerous journey) 
of a new country or city iij 543. --Of the fiars orbs 

— to the HtiTpexizn gardens y dic. iij 568, Appearance 
in the funs orb"-- to a' / pot in it differing from all 

■ aflronomical obfervations iij 688. Meditation on his 
intended attempt on the world -- to a gun recoiling iv 
14. In paradife — to a wolf preying on a fold iv 183 
-- To a, thief breaking in at houfe-top , &c, iv 188. 

-- To a Tyger in view of a brace of fawns iv 403. 
Detebbed by Ithuriel there --to gunpowder taking fire 
iv 8j4. Reprehended by Zephon -- to a fleed rein’d, ' 

da- ia 
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in a fret iv 857. His arsny ogainjl the coelejiials in 
number -to the flats — To the dew drops v 746 

Their applaufe of his reply to AMicl - to the found of i 
deep iDuters vj 871. Himfelf recoiling on a blow re- 
ceiv'd from Michael -- to a mountain finking by an 
earthquake vj 193. His combat with Michael --to ' 
itoo Planets rushing in oppofltion to each other vj 3 lo, ' 

View [in the ferpent) of Paradije and Eve there ' 

to a citizen’s taking the Ah' in tlse country from bis 
home confinement ix 445. ‘Shape on bis return to bell 
after the temptation -- to the ferpent Python x 3x9. 

His tempting Ewe -- alluded to by the flory of Ophioa 
and Eurynome x 378. 

Serpent i that enter'd by Satan -- to thofe Hecmioac and • 
Cadmus Wrff transform'd to ix 504. -- To that pf 
fum'd by W 306., -- To thofe by 

Ammon , and Capicolinus i x 308. His motion , 

•breathings y &c. to the working -of a fhip in 

f hi fling winds y ix 3.13. His cre(l {preceding Eve 
to the forbidden Tree) -- to an exhalation flaming ix 
<534. His addtejs introducing the temptation' — to that, ‘ 
of an oraton of the Athenian or Roman Cvnmon- 
Wealth ix (>70. ’ 

Sin, her middle parts- to the (fuppos'd) Dogs efScylh 
ij 639. -- or of the night-hag ij 661. 

Spears --to ears of corn ripe for reaping iv 980. 

Stars y their orbs -to the HcCpciizwgardensy&c. iij 36S. 

Sufty his courfe turn'd at AdamV ediing the forbidden j 
fruit - - as at the banquet o/Thyeftes x 6S8. 

Uriel, bis defeent from the fun on Paradife -- to 
f booting ftar iv 333. . 

Waters y their flux into feaSy &c. on the. creation ia 
drops on duft vij 190. -- To armies forming tbem- 
fclves on found of trumpet vij 194. . 
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